THE WORK OF A PRIEST
Priests are called to be servants and shepherds among the
people to whom they are sent. With their bishop and fellow
ministers, they are to proclaim the word of the Lord, and to
watch for the signs of God’s new creation. They are to be
messengers, watchmen and stewards of the Lord; they are to
teach and to admonish, to feed and provide for his family, to
search for his children in the wilderness of this world’s
temptations, and to guide them through its confusions, that
they may be saved through Christ for ever. Formed by the
Word, they are to call their hearers to repentance and to
declare in Christ’s name the absolution and forgiveness of their
sins.
With all God’s people they are to tell the story of God’s love.
They are to baptise new disciples in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, and to walk with them in
the way of Christ, nurturing them in the faith. They are to
unfold the Scriptures, to preach the word in season and out of
season, and declare the mighty Acts of God. They are to
preside at the Lord’s table and lead his people in worship,
offering with them a spiritual sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. They are to bless the people in God’s name.
They are to resist evil, support the weak, defend the poor, and
intercede for all in need. They are to minister to the sick and
prepare the dying for their death. Guided by the Spirit, they
are to discern and foster the gifts of all God’s people, that the
whole Church may be built up in unity and faith.
We trust that long ago you began to weigh and ponder all this,
and that you are fully determined, by the grace of God, to
devote yourself wholly to his service, so that as you daily follow
the rule and teaching of our Lord and grow into his likeness,
God may sanctify the lives of all with whom you have to do.

