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2. Sing a song 
Age range: Primary 

Theme: We gather as a community for collective worship that is inspiring, invitational and inclusive, reflecting the 

fact that we are a part of a diverse school family and the wider church community. This is the first in our new series 
‘Songs from the heart’ and will set the scene for the rest of the term.  You may need to tailor this script to suit the 
needs, age range & levels of concerns of your school community, which of course includes adults as well as children. 
This assembly begins our theme for this term, exploring the Psalms of David. These materials tell the story of some 
of the events from David’s life, along with some questions to wonder about together. You may wish to leave these 
open for individual reflection, or pause the story each time to talk. It’s no accident that we are using questions to 
probe children’s thinking throughout this series, as questions are very much at the heart of David’s words in the 
Psalms! 

How does this link to your school’s Christian vision & values? 
Use this section to reference your school’s values and the things that are a part of your school’s unique vision. 

Today, we will use the story of David’s life to explore some of the feelings that he might have felt and help children to 
identify these with their own lives. This will help to set the scene for the Psalms that lie ahead. 

Resources:  
• The PowerPoint slides are numbered with a point in the script so you can find your way, and the parts in bold 

show you where to click on to activate the next slide or animation.  

• Choose a song that is really meaningful for you personally or for your school community. There is a place** just 
before the reflection section where you will need to reference this, so do look at the script before you make your 
choice. 

• For the opening game, Name That Tune, you will need to gather audio of a few familiar songs – you could use the 
ones that you regularly use in collective worship, or some familiar tunes from Disney© films that you think 
children might know. 

• You will need one of the gift boxes that you used last week, for this time together and for your classroom 
reflection/prayer spaces. You can either think of a few things of your own that you think children might be 
grateful for and put these ideas into the box, or gather live comments from your school community as you gather. 
You will need these ideas for the prayer. 

Gathering:  
Slides 1-3: Teach these new gathering words for this term, or your usual greeting if you prefer. The greeting 
comes with BSL signing; you can view the demos using links under the slide.  
 
Leader: As we gather together, 
ALL: …we bring our hearts. 
Leader: As we gather together, 
ALL: …we share our thoughts. 
Leader: As community together, 
ALL: We serve one another. 
  
Signs for greeting: click on links 
Hearts: British Sign Language BSL Video Dictionary - heart (or you could use your hands as shown in the image) 
Thoughts: British Sign Language BSL Video Dictionary - thought  
Serve: British Sign Language BSL Video Dictionary - serve (or you could just open your hands in front of you) 
 

Engaging:  
• Slide 4: We’re going to start our time together today, as we often do, with a game. I’m going to 

play you a snippet of music – and you have to try to guess what it is from the little bit that you 
hear. Some of them are songs from our school collection – others are tunes that you may recognise from 
other places, such as films or the radio [play your selection] 

• Slide 5: This term, we are starting a new term of themes, called Songs from the heart. We will be finding 
out more about one of the most famous song-writers of all time, who wrote much of the book called 
Psalms, in the Bible; a man named David. As well as these songs being really special for Jewish and 

There is an accompanying PowerPoint for this assembly 

https://www.signbsl.com/sign/heart
https://www.signbsl.com/sign/thoughts
https://www.signbsl.com/sign/serve
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Christian people (who share them in their holy books), the words David wrote are also very human – often 
a response to what was happening in his life at the time. So there will be ideas and emotions we can all 
identify with! For millennia, these Psalms have helped people to express what’s in their hearts – and we 
hope that the same will be true for us. So, let’s find out some more about David – and what made him 
‘sing’! 

• Slide 6: This is David’s story – which helps explain his Songs from the heart.  

• Slide 7: A man called Jesse had eight sons. [Let’s count them, just to make sure!] 

• Slide 8: David was the youngest of them all, and looked after the family’s sheep out in the fields. Like all 
of us, David sometimes felt small and that his brothers often got to do all the things that he wanted to 
do. I wonder if you’ve ever felt like this? 

• Slide 9: He watched out for wild animals that might hurt his sheep. Although he was just a boy, he was 
also very brave and would use his shepherd’s sling to frighten them away. 

I wonder whether you’ve ever needed to be brave? 
(NB There is a possibility that children may disclose something here, so please use your school’s 

safeguarding protocols to take any appropriate action.) 
 

• Slide 10: One of David’s most famous songs is about how God is like a good shepherd, looking after his 
sheep. We’ll be hearing this special song next week! 

• Slide 11: One day, God’s messenger, the prophet Samuel, came to where Jesse lived in the town of 
Bethlehem (yes, that’s where Jesus was born, much later on in time!), and told him that God wanted 
one of his sons be the King of Israel.  

• Slide 12: Samuel expected that God would choose the oldest and maybe strongest son. 

• Slide 13: But much to his surprise, God didn’t…..He chose David, and as a sign that God had chosen him, 
Samuel did a very strange thing: he anointed David’s head with olive oil, pressed from the trees that 
grew nearby. David wouldn’t be King for quite a few years, when he was older, but he knew that he had 
been chosen.  

I wonder if you’ve ever been chosen for a special job? 

• Slide 14: David also had a very best friend – the son of King Saul, whose name was Jonathan. They 
would be friends for the rest of their lives. 

I wonder who your friends are? And what adventures you have together?! 

• Slide 15: Jonathan’s father, King Saul, was often very jealous of David – and on several occasions even 
tried to kill him! 

I wonder if you’ve ever been puzzled by how someone treated you, and found it hard to understand? 
(NB There is a possibility that children may disclose something here, so please use your school’s 

safeguarding protocols to take any appropriate action.) 
 

• Slide 16: Even when David became King, he never forgot all that he had learned in his life about God’s 
care of him, or stopped puzzling about the challenges that came his way. David also at many other times 
gave himself a good ‘talking to’ [you may need to explain what this means] reminding himself of the 
things that he knew to be true of God when things in his life were hard….. 
Listen to these words from Psalm 103…. 

My whole being, praise the Lord! 
 Do not forget all his goodness*.     
[*translation ICB, with a tweak!] 

• Sometimes, when things are hard, it’s good for us to be able to remind ourselves of the things we know 
to be true, the things we can trust: for David this was God, and many of the songs he wrote are about 
this. But we’ve also heard that there were many difficult things in David’s life, and so others of his songs 
contain puzzling feelings, and questions that David asked God.  

• Slide 17: I’m not sure how you might feel about singing: some of us might love it, some might not…. But 
whatever we might feel personally, songs and singing are, in many cultures, a way of expressing the 
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deepest thoughts and emotions that we experience as human beings. You might have heard this in the 
song I played as you were coming in. [**explain why this song has such meaning for you / your school 
community] 
So as we start this new term, please don’t feel that you have to like singing to join with us, because 
we’re not really going to be thinking about songs. We are going to be thinking about things that we all 
have in common with David: we are all human beings with things we just don’t understand, challenging 
lives, different (and sometimes difficult) emotions and really big questions, just like David. That’s what 
we mean by Songs from the heart. This term we get a chance to express the things that lie deep inside 
our hearts, to wonder together as David did, and if we want to, to bring it all to God. 

Slide 18: Responding (and words for worship):  
 

We’re going to re-use the ‘gift’ that we used last week as part of our time to reflect today. 
Inside the gift, I’ve got / we’re going to collect [use which is appropriate] some things we might be grateful for – that 

David might have said are some of God’s goodnesses!  
[collect from the children, or draw out of the box, asking children to be quiet and still as you do. You don’t need to 

comment on each one, especially if you have just written them down; just allow space for children to engage] 

 
Slide 19: Prayer 
I’m going to turn my thoughts into a prayer now, using the ideas from our Box of Goodnesses. 
You might like to think quietly in your hearts, or if you’d like to pray out loud, then after I read the words from our 
box, please join me by saying ‘we are grateful for this goodness’ 
 

Sending: Slide 21 
Leader: As we leave this place and time and go into the day ahead,  
All: ….may we serve one another in our thoughts and words and actions. 
 
Signs for response: click on links 
Thoughts: British Sign Language BSL Video Dictionary - thought (signbsl.com) 
Words (use 3rd definition): British Sign Language BSL Video Dictionary - word (signbsl.com) 
Actions: British Sign Language BSL Video Dictionary - action (signbsl.com) 

To listen to:  
Choose a favourite from your school collection or Thankful (NBD) 

Ideas for classroom reflection (this week, there are a few ideas to choose from!): 
‘We are grateful for these ‘goodnesses’….’: Use the present from last week, and leave slips 

of paper for children to write on to post into the box. When things get hard, pull one out 

and use them to help you to feel grateful for good things, like David did.  

 
  

https://www.signbsl.com/sign/thought
https://www.signbsl.com/sign/word
https://www.signbsl.com/sign/action
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oq0q3CWNk8U
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David said: ‘My whole being, praise the Lord! 

 Do not forget all his goodness.’     
 

I wonder what you might 

consider to be ‘goodnesses’ in 

your own life? 
 

 

Take a piece of paper and on it 

draw or write your idea. Place it 

inside the ‘gift’ box. 

 

If things feel hard this week, pick 

an idea out of the box and talk 

together about how it might help 

you to think about that good 

thing. Repeat as often as needed! 


