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Start of Green Team at St Chad’s

• One enthusiastic parishioner

• Support from Yorkshire Wildlife Trust as part 
of the Living Churchyards Scheme

• Discussed with the PCC 2003



1300 plus churchyards in Yorkshire

• Untouched by intensive agriculture

• Free from artificial fertilisers

• Free from pesticides

• Free from herbicides

• Free from fungicides



Why is our churchyard rich in wildlife?

• Unimproved pasture land with traditional plants

• A wide variety of habitats provide food & shelter



Why is it important to identify the species 
in the churchyard?

• If we don’t know what species are living in the 
churchyard, how can we protect them?

• It gives a base line for the turn of the century, 
at a time when environmental conditions are 
rapidly changing. 



Lichens 44 species



Fungi at least 78



Mammals at least 8 species



Birds 43 species



Newer bird boxes



Butterflies 13 species







The hay meadow area established 



Rare Yorkshire hay meadow grasses have 
survived and flourish





Additional flowers



Good for wildlife because:

• Diversity of flora leads to a wider variety of 
invertebrates

• Good supply of food & shelter for birds 

• Ideal habitat for small mammals

• Benefits creatures higher up the food chain



Access for the local Community 
• Lichen talk and walk

• Bat evenings

• Bird walks

• Tree walks

• Geology walks

• Wild flower walks

• Fungus forays 

• Children’s activity days 

• Beaver & Scout evenings









Green Team Achievements

• 2003 Yorkshire Wildlife Trust Living Churchyard 
Award runner up.

• 2005 1st Ecocongregation award

• 2006 Yorkshire Wildlife Trust Jubilee Event 

• 2006 BBC Springwatch filmed in churchyard

• 2007 Green Organisation Green Apple Award 
(bronze) for charity & community work

• 2007 Church Times Green Awards 
“Biodiversity” category winner

• 2008 St Chad’s churchyard featured in the 
Dalesman Magazine

• 2008 Leeds City Council “Community & City 
Pride” Awards – runner up in the recycling 
project of the year category

• 2008 Interpretive boards  erected in churchyard

• 2008 2nd Ecocongregation Award

• 2012 3rd Ecocongregation Award

• 2013 Yorkshire Post Environment Awards -
shortlisted for Community Award

• 2014 Leaflet “A Walk around St Chad’s 
Churchyard, Far Headingley” published 
professionally

• 2014 St Chad’s churchyard featured in British 
Wildlife Journal

• 2015 Leaflet “St Chad’s Church, Far Headingley, 
Geological Trail” published professionally

• 2015 Yorkshire Post Environment Awards –
Community Award winner

• 2016  St Chad’s churchyard featured in Yorkshire 
Post Magazine on 5th June to mark “Cherishing 
Churchyards” week 

• 2016  Eco Church Silver Award

• 2017 Church Times Green Champion Award 
(shared with other nominees) for Suzanne 
Dalton



Current Issues at St Chad’s

• Dwindling & aging group in the Green Team

• Lack of interest from many in congregation

• Criticism of overgrown appearance of graves

• Dogs / dog owners

• Costs


