
Caring for God’s Acre



I like that ancient Saxon phrase, which calls
the burial ground God’s Acre!

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow



The conservation charity  devoted 
to all burial grounds





YEWS

Notable Yews 300 to 700 years old

Veteran Yews 500 to 1200 years old

Ancient Yews at least 800 years old, 
no known upper limit









@ Frank Dobson British Lichen Society

















@ northeastwildlife.co.uk



Refuges

@ Eric Kaiser





@ Chris Dresh



@ I Seccombe Butterfly Conservation



@ Liza Griffiths  PTES









Biodiversity

‘Plants and animals are essential for sustaining 
the ecosystems that give us food, fuel, health 
and wealth. As Christians we are called to care 
for our God-given creation. Churches and their 
churchyards are an important part of the diverse 
natural habitat of England’.

www.churchofengland.org







What You Can Do 



European Protected Species

Key species to consider  

Bats – all species

Dormouse

Great crested newt



Species Protected by British Law
Key species to consider

Wild Birds – including nests and eggs

Reptiles – adder, slow worm, lizard, grass snake, 
lizard

Veteran trees

Badgers



Local Wildlife Sites











Look after walls



@ Frank Dobson British Lichen Society

Look after lichens



Habitat Creation:
Stone piles Deadwood piles
Compost bays Green hay
Bird and bat boxes Bug hotels





Reaching People













What We Can Do



The Beautiful Burial Ground

Project to create a burial ground data 
system giving the holistic picture of the 
wealth of these amazing places

Four year project across England and Wales



Encourage recording by existing

groups and enthusiasts



Encourage people to have a go and 

take the first steps in recording





NBN Burial Ground Portal



Individual Church Species List



New Fields on Church Heritage 
Record

Veteran & Ancient Trees

Key Protected Species

Swift

Hedgehog

Designations 



Other Support













Thank you

www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk 


