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1 Background

Toddlergroups have been part of the provision of churches for many years. Usually led by volunteers and run o
smallbudget, they have been a lifiine for new parents and helped build community amongst those with young
children in their care. In contrast to childcare which offers supervision of children away from their paoeldisy
groups keep adults and childrendether as they take part in a range of play, story and craft activilftzsy

church based toddler groue closely connected with the church, having been established by church members
AT A AT 1T OET OET ¢ O1 AA 0OO1T A OHoméved bt dll ghouisard coAfiiedt@iFo thér
Christian distinctiveness or about the missional opportunitié3 oddler Groups can offer

Past esearch hashown

1. Around 55% of churches in England ran toddler groups
2. Many of thesagroupsare actively e-depicting the significance of the church and Christian faith in their
areasand modelling new ways of logg church in challenging times

3. 41 AAT AO ' O1I 6PO xEEAE AAAT OOPDPI OOAA AU OEAEO AE

mission awl vision, are likely to contribute towards church growth

2 Research objectives

The aim of this projecatvas to explore the range of churdbased Toddler Groups and consider practical ways in
which they might be encouraged to become more confident in their Christian distinctiveiesaore detail, the
research objectivewere as follows.

1. ldentify what makes lsurch-based Toddler Grougdistinctively Christian (and the challenges associated
with this)

2. ldentify the missional opportunities of churdiased Toddler Groups and what is needed to help maximise
these

3. Recommend practical ways in which churcHealsed Todter Groups might be more closely linked to their

4. Recommend ways in which Dioceses could better supphurchbased Toddler Groups

5. Exploeways in which churcihased Toddler groups might be linked with other church basediygarars
initiatives and projects which foster faith and spiritual growth (such as the Christenings Project)

6. Recommending ways in which churttased Toddler Groups might encourage families te ind share
their faith at home

na

OA
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3 Research method

The research involvefbur stages:

A. Telephone conversations with 5 Diocesan Advisétay 2016

B. Online survey of Toddler Group Lead¢t&5responsesanalysed, invites sent 31May 2016

c. Face to face qualitative interviewsith toddler group leaders and usgat 23 toddler groupsVisits started on
6" June in Essex and ended o' Beptember in Cornwall

D. Online survey of Diocesan Advisgi$responses)invitessent 20" July 2016

All researchiook placewith thesefive dioceses except stage D which hadndder reach

1 West Yorkshire and the Dales
M Blackburn

1 Chelmsford

T Truro

T Monmouth

More details on the research method and sample can be found ikpipendix1
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4 Summaryand recommendations

Thesefive mainrecommendations aréargelyassociated with thenission opportunities for toddler groups:

Love and serve young families
Be distinctively Christian
Nurture faith journeys

Build the church community
Support toddler group leaders

ok wnNPE

Here is aummary of key findingaround themainrecommendationsThere are more detailed recommendations
throughout the report, at the end of each major section.

4.1 Loveand sereyoung families

Church toddler groups wenespectedmost for the love and care they showedytoung familiesThis was largely
unconditional lare, without judgement and witlout fixed expectations of particular beliefs or behaviours.

The greatest praise was usually for the warmth of the welc@me for helping parents/carers feel comfortable as
part of the group.Toddlergroups placed importancerofostering relationships between members of the group,
creating a sense of family and communigor someusers thetoddler groups became a very important part of
theirlives usingx | OAO OOAE AO @haitdlking dbdut theigrdup OET | A S

An important factor in loving and serving young familigasto recognise, understand and meleicalneedsz of
both communities and individuals. Examplie€luded a group in a very deprived area providing hot meals to all
who came; a groum an area wh stressed parents focussing on giving the weary rgsiupshelping to create
supportnetworksfor those who were isolatedjroup leaderdistening to and supporting individuals who were
going through difficult times in their lives.

Loving and serving wsaalso demonstrated in many groups by gathering everyone together to share hospitality. |
some groups this was simptlirinks and biscuits, but others were more generous in their hospitalisoviding
home-made cakes each week, more elaborate snacksermh multiple course meals.

Toddler groups that loved and served young families well were attractive and likely to be recommended by othe

Recommendation came largely fromithin the toddler groupcommunity, butalso came from thevider church
communityand rekvant professionalsuchas AAT OE OEOE QT Codhi AEIED AD AD @ @C Ad
WEEI OO OEA OI AAT AO ¢cO1 OPO T ECEO EAOA AAAT EEI 1 AA
users where this was coming from, particujaifithe group lackedChristian distinctiveness.

=

B A
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4.2 Be distinctively Christian

Many of the toddler groups visited wernatentional about being distinctively Christian. Useamscognisedhis
distinctivenesghroughwhat they saw head and experience.

Christian distinctivenessasseenthrough:

1 The environmensuch ashurch buildings, symbolisgmoticeboards or displays

9 Clergybeing obviously present

1 Group leaders antlelpers engaging in Christian activity such as prayer

1 Written informationsuch asvelcome packsvhich included information on church or faith

Christian distinctiveneswasheardthrough:

1 Mentions of church and faithincluding invitations
9 Christian nusicand songs

1 Informal onversations

9 Christian storytelling

Christian distinctivenessvasexperiencedhrough activities attoddler groups such as

9 Celebrations of Christian seasons
9 Singing Christian songs

1 Praying

1 Faith related craft

9 Church services

There was an expectation that chireun toddler groups would sho@hristian distinctivenesghat churchgroups
would be well runandbelikely to love and serve young families. Some users even actively sought tagdigrs
that were intentionally Christian.

Most group users were either eéehurched or unchurchedvith toddler groups being the main or only point of
contact with church. As such, they provided precious opportunities for building good relationships based on
positive experiences of churclihere wasa little apprehensiorabout churchtoddler groups with somefearing
toddler groupsresearched, regardless of the level of Christian distinctiveness. The apprehension gedg thre
to fear of theunknown, which they may have experienced before attending the groupave expressed when
asked for their views on their group becoming more distinctively Christian.

It was clear from the research that there is far greater risk from disappointing tivbsewant to see Christian
distinctiveness in a church run toddler grqtipan ofupsetting those whanay be a littleapprehensive
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4.3 Nurture faith journeys

Many of the toddler groups visited nurtured faith journeys both toddlers and parents/carerghis could mean
anything from breaking down barriers associated with church or faith, sowing seeds for the futurdkiodfiag
past faith, to nurturing a present and growing faitBome were very intentional about this, whilst others were
doing so more pasegely.

Faith was mainly being nurtured through toddler groagtivitiessuch as @ngs, stories, craff, seasonal activities
and prayer The most inspiring examplesf toddler group activitiesvere:

9 Toddler appropriate, engaging and memorable
1 Relevant andneaningful, not disengaged from normal life
1 Makinggood use of the talents of group leaders/helpers

Faith was also being nurtured through activities such as:

9 Informal conversations

1 Providing opportunities to explore faith with others

1 Inviting people to deelop closer relationshipsith the wider church community
1 Providing stimulus fofaith at home

The best examples weruthenticto the culture, theology and practice of the local church and did not impeose o
expect particular behaviourdeliefsor outcomes.

As well as nurturing the faith of toddlers and their parents/cartire,toddler groupscould also provide focus for
nurturing the faith of leaders and helpewlthough in some groups thiwasnot happening, in others the toddler
group team were ingiring example of people growing in faith together

4.4 Build the church community

Toddler groups provided good opportunities to build church communitlaghe research, there were examples of
this happening in three ways:

1. By the toddler groups users becoming more awareanilengaged with the church
2. By the wider church community become more aware of and engaged with the toddler group
3. By the toddler group team providing an inspiring example for the rest of the church twfoll

In order for this to happen there needed to be good relationships between toddler group leaders and church
leaders,ideallywith a shared vision and strategy for the future.
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4.5 Support toddler group leaders

Itisimportant to have goododdler groupleaders, with the motivation, confidence and competence to run a
successful, distinctively Christian toddler group. These leaders need to be well supgddddler groups are to
progress towards meeting their mission potential.

They would benefit frombeing supported by a range of people, including:

= =4 =4 4 A

A team oftoddler grouphelpers

Clergy and otherlturch leaders

The wider biurch community

People with relevant experience (e.g. leading toddler groups, early years teaching, health visiting)
Diocese and ational Church of England

They need supportingn these ways

Pastorally:
1 Being valued and encourageknowing that what they do is an important for the future of the church
1 Having their confidence built
1 Having their faith nurtured and strengthened
1 Knowingthat people are praying for them and their toddler group
Practically:
1 Being adequately resourced
1 Having enough helpers for the group to operate effectively
1 Having easy access to a wide range of idaad further resources
1 Being networked with othepeople to provide ideas and support

Trainingand educating

1
)l
)l

Being trained in leadershigndmanagement

Learning about how to be distinctively Christian toddler groujm their local context

Being taught how best tdiscern andise their own talents fathe toddler group, and how to identify,
harness and nurture the talents of others

Learning aboufaith development in toddlesandhow faith can be nurtured

Learning how faith can be nurtured a@ther people
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5 Missional opportunities

Researclobjective: 1o identify the missional opportunities of churebased Toddler Groups and what is
needed to help maximise these

TRANSFORM

COMMUNITIES

The foundation for toddler group mission is to love and serve young famiigalsobeing distinctively Christian
toddler groups can helgo build awarenesshat itis' T A 8 Qvhithur@ekpins that mission to love and setve
There are manyopportunities to nurture faith journeys of all those involvyedcluding the leaders. There is
opportunity for the toddler group to build b church, from both inside and outsid&he ultimate mission
opportunity isfor transformation. There were examples in the research of lives and churches being transformed
through toddler group activityTogether with other activities, this carontribute to transforming communities.
There were examples in thresearchof this taking place.

5.1 Love and servgoung families

Loving and servingoung familiesvas the foundation for toddler groups visitetlhe best examples of this were
with toddler groups that understood and responded to the needs of individuals and communities. They did this
demonstraing generous hospitality through being friendly, welcoming, inclusivexpensiveandby building
relationships in a warmfamily-like community.There were many examples in the research of toddler groups
transforming lives through loving and serving.

Here are someomments from toddler group leaders/clergy:
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We are here for the mothers, notthetoddler ) 0" O OOT AU COATTEAO -1 OFA(

xA PDOI i T OAA EO8 311 A T &£ OEA 101 6 EAOCA AT 110 H
OAAT I 1 AT AAA Au AT AOT 060 OOOCAOEAO8 (AAI OE OEOH
used as a safe plafi amum to meeherchildwhowasE T & OOAO AAOA 8 4EA DA
used to work in special needs and gives advice, support and reassurance to mums. We tell mums

O0i 1AO ¢i " xA AOA Ui 60 OAZEZAOU OAlI OGA88 4EAU AOU
We remember everyone's namegneif we haven't seen them for months. We're a very friendly

group.

Mums make great friendships. One mum wrote us a moving letter as she gaidp helped
her through major postnatal depression, and years later she still talks about it when we meet
her.

One lady came who was new to the area and after a while said ' You are my family now, you've
no idea'

They will chat to us if they are dealing with anything like illndssii’EA T E1T U T O AAOAAOGAI

4EAU ETTx xA DPOAU A& O Owllsdbmetines clnmedacieveh wie® AT Al T QF

the children have moved on. We want everyone to feel comfortable and welcome-angtime
are here for whenever they need us, welcome whenever and for whatever

Here are someamments from parents/carers:
)y 06 O odlyhédrd. WherBOWECAMe here you feel you are a part of the community
)y 6 0OA 1 EOAA EAOA &£ O 11060 T £ 11U 1TEEA AT A 1TAOGAO
group
)y 060 OAOU AEOEAT AT U AT A xAl AT | Egmom&nb® Akmowx EOE A
everyone. My child is very happy here.

From the minute we arrived we felt very welcome. They are very conscious of new people. The
vicar came to chat and so did the leaders.

Friendly people run this group and make you feel very welcomeE UT 06 OA EAA A AAA
come hergyou feel better.
Yy 8OA ci &6 O61 ETTx A 110 T £ OEA PAIPI Ah EOGEO OAQ
Uuir 6 AOA EAOA8 8 -U EOOAAT A EO ZECEOEI ¢ AAT AAO
ho A8 8A00 ) Al xAUO 1 AAOGA EAOA AEAAT ET ¢ OAAEOAOGEA

AT

OA
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) 060 OAOU OAI AgAA AT A xAlI ATi ET ¢ EAOA8 )& )81 H
make you tea to give you some time out

4AEEO EAAI O 1 EEA A EAI EI U8 ) 8 bus pafts@stohes, MEIOOAE CT AC
Al T OGEAOh o011 ch AOAEOQq EOGBO OAOU OOAOGI A AT A EO
Christian group. There is a lovely sense of togetherness, and people are very willing to help each
otherz that comes from the le@rs. They transmit family and community. | really like the vibe
EAOAR EOBO OAOU ET Al OOEOAS
All toddler groups offered food and drink as part of their hospitality. For most groups this consisted of tea, coffe
and biscuits for the adults, with healthy sties and drinks for the toddlers. Some had homade cakes each
week and many baked cakes for birthdays. In one deprived area the hospitality extended to a full meal includin
homemade butternut squash soup, cheesy pasta, fish fingers, fresh fruit, ancuybgtne leader explained that it
was not unusual for children and adults to arrive having not eaten, so providing a meal was an important part o
loving and serving the local community.

Although this hospitality was often driven by the Christian missio love and serve the local community, it was
not always recognised as such, especially if the group did little or nothing to overtly show its Christian
distinctiveness.

However, for others the provision of food and drink wagre actively Christian.

AOET ¢ EO AEC AAAI 8 7A All OEO O1I OTA A AEC OAAI

makes it more sacramental, it has that vibe about it. For all the world it looks like a mini

f

AO

Leonardo da Vinci [Last Supper] with tiny people. Oftenthé® xEI1 1 OAU OEA AEEI AO,

i #OAT OEO 1 EEA OEAU AT EAOA8s 7A Al O1 AAEOS8 38
Ol AAEO AEOAO OOI OuU OEI A AAEI OA AT i ETC AAAE EIT(Q
they are. There are rituals andteats in whatwe ddA 1T A ) 81 NOEOA EAAT 11 OE
new normal really, people think this is normal now.

v
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It was clear thaChristian content wascceptable when built on a foundation of love asetvice to the
community. Without it, other missional activitiesvere likely to fail Some wsers in the research talkeabout visits
to other churchtoddler groupsthat were less hospitabte

)y xAT O O1 1T1TA O AAT AO coOi 6 001 Au A AEOOAE ATA
thechMAE DAOO xAO OAI T AA Al x1 Ul 60O OEOI AOG8 '11 QEA
many toys. | think it was either evangelicdaptist. None of the helpers spoke to me or my

friend. They made all the children pray. All the songs were regigidds 8 O ET IngssdAl U Ol
AT O1 AT80 EAI D U AEEIT A ETET ET8 )OO xAO i1 OA 1 HEA
people there who all knew each other. We just sat in silence. We were only $pdieetold
the cost and let us know that there wolédjuice.

I have travelled to others and some make you feel really uncomfortable. Everyone hdle said h
AG ) AAI A EiTh EO EO OAOU EOEAT AT U AT A xAlATT EIlC

52 " OE1 A AxAOAT AOO T &£ "1 A0 11 OA

Toddler groups wer@ctivein loving and servingoung familiesHowever, whilst the toddler groups might have

AAAT £mEEI T AA xEOE A OAAIT OATOA T &£ 'TA8O 11 OAh EO x|AO

Without Christian distinctiveness there was thought tollide difference between church groups and well

meaning secular groupSomewerepassiveE 1T AT I i OT EAAOET ¢ O RiAdorpiinéd the bv@ ' 1| A G

and service show in the grodgy notdemonstratingany Christian distinctiveness.
) AEAT 8AO0CEDODx BO A AEOOAEh AOO EO AT AOI 860 1 AEA A
301 AAU 3AETT1 AT A ATEITUAA All OEA AAOCEOEOEAO OQEA
AA AT OEAOAA ELE #EOEOOEAT O11 &A1 SAOAE&GERQAT D EBREOD

Catholic married to a Muslim so would like my daughter to be exposed to and learn about
different faiths.

)y AEAT 80O Eiix OEAO EO xAO A AEOOAE 001 cOi O6bp AOGO
91T O AAT 80O Cukh,[The EaQ&ETOOTODITE AU )AES O OEA DPAT BPI A OEA|O .
)y AOEBIOE | £ OEEO AO A AEOOAE CcOiI Op AOO OAI ECET|OO
Sunday school
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5.3 Nurturefaith journeys transform lives

5.3.1 Nurturing faith of toddlers

Nearly all parentsénvolved in the research were comfortable with their toddlers learning about the Christian faith

even those who were atheists or from another faiome werevenactively seekingChristian contenfrom a
church toddler group ust aswith baptism, it is laying the foundations for a faith journey

T

) 660 T EAA O ET 001 AOAA OEA AEE]I AOAT Oi O
AEEI AOAT 8 Y080 CiiA A O OEAI 8 4EAUomQdadd 1 U A

OEA 1 OGOEA 8 -U Oi1T 11 O0EAAO OEA AEOOAE OEET ¢O

AEOOAE OAOOGEAA EO OAOU cilT Ah EOBO0 OAOU AOT AA A

very relaxed in church. Moe is pushed in to cblur My daughter picks up things about the
#EOEOOEAT EAEOES8 ) AA-Rritish Bes6nOPedpkk dih difidreAtiettn@E O A
backgrounds are welcomed.

y Al AT AOEAEOOh AOO EAOA EAT EI UAARG AADDI KEDAA
OEAO PAT PI A x1 O1 A AA 1T £FEAT AAA8 4EAO6O 1 EEA DPAI
1T POT Al Al xEOE OEA ET AI OOEIT 1T &£ "EAI A O0OI OEAQ

yo6i 11710 Al OEAOAA O06éb EROKROAEAARDOOMRAESC) 6 ODEEEI]

AO OEAU AiT160 AEOEOOAT iU AEEI A8 8 )060 1TEAA A

they can make up their own mind when they are older

) 060 CiTA &£ O OEA ABFATAOBAEQH 8 AAOCIT GAAN GRGp BOEARO

from a church toddler group
)y 080 Ei i OOAT O O OAAAE OEAI OEA #EOEOOEAI
This is run by a church and they have a duty to introduce people to the Christian faith, it would be

great to have songs, craft or things like Cimast related activities going.0iWe do all need to
understand more about religions, ignorance is not good. | was a bit lazy about teaching my

AEE]l AOAT AAT OO AEAAEOE OI )8i EAPDPU & O OT 1 AITTA

Many m@rents mentioned that they expected their toddler to progress to a church school. They felt that a church

based toddler group would give their children a foundation of faith which would continue at school.

)y 060 110 AT EOOOA OEAOOEANOG OEO®DO AN ODEAOCBBIDOAKA
OEA PATPI A 1T ETEAA O OEA AEOOAE8 ) OAlI OA OEA A

Christian faith , which will continue at school. The first time it was a surprise to me, but it is good

AO EO CAOO i A ETOIT OAA OiiT AT A OAEAO 1 U AAAE

exposure to fditat this age, if they learn it now then they can make their own choice in future

AA

EAC

d

Al
Dl

e

HHE

EC

Al

p P




9DOT

RESEARCH

| 16
)y £ 61 A AEOOAE 11AO0 AOA xRii 8OPODBOAERDPEAGAT QI BEAL
OAOCEO AAT 6O OEA #EOEOOEAT £EZAEOE8 )O EAO A TEAAO
i TOA #EOEOOEAT AITTOAT O AO 1117¢c AO EOBO CcAT OI A | A&

)y 060 A CciT A OEEI ¢ OEAQGmBiOOOA HEDEOOEAAT £Di OPAAY
OEAO AEEI AOAT EAOA Ol i A EAAEOE ET OEAEO 1 EOGAOBY )
Al xAuO AT EIT UAA A AEO 1T &£ AT1 OAAO8 )080 A Ccil A QEE
were brought up with. They will be doing it a Christian school.

) xAO AOTI OGCEO OP AO A AEOOAEGCI AO Oi OEETE EO80 ¢
E

#EOEOOEAT MZEAEOE8 (A xEil1l DOTAAAT U c¢ci OI A AEOOAE
older.
ToddlersmAU AA AT 1T OEAAOAA Oi1T Ui dOic¢c O EAOA OEAEO 1 EOAO

have their lives shaped by Christian values (e.g. honesty, kindness, thankfulness, patience,)ré&gecits in the
research were enthusiastic about thigde for church toddler groups.

)y 060 OAAIT T U TEAA OEAO OEAU Ai OEA AEAIT A OO1 OEAON
)y 0860 CciiT A OEAO OEAU 1 AAOT OEAOA OEEIT COh AT A EQ80
IATT80 EAOA A b Oi[thdreAvlere mofeQithis tolldlet ghoupfydchildrénA O

AOA CciEITCc O ¢i O A AEAEOE OAEIT18 )8i #AOEI 1 BA
AOPAAEAT T U A O AEEI AOAT 8 8 16 OEEO ACAs OEA 1 ETAO
important to teach themmoragE O AT AOT1 80 ¢i 11 [ OAE OEAOA AAUO

One of the best examples of this in the research wgsoup wheretoddlers were being taught about giving using
OEA xEAT x860 I EOA OOI OU8 4EAU x Ad@hkn palyelidcludng fray@<abodtU |E 1
giving. For the craft activity toddlers were given two chocolate buttons and asked to put at least one of them int
in envelope to be decorated and given to someone special.

o

5.3.2 Nurturing faith of adults

There are oppomnitiesto nurture the faith of adultsThe research found evidence that this was happeining
variety of wayshoth actively and passivelyncluding through:

1 Relationshipbuilding

1 (Re)Introducing them tofaith/church through the toddler group
1 Learningfrom toddler activities

1 Inviting them to other church activities, courses or services

A lot of people come here and something about what we do, maybe the overtness, makes them
OEETE AAT OO0 EAEOE AT A xEAO EO IieAvAsiofdter EO8 O ADPDPOAI B
children.
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Oneof thegroupleadeswas amum;shebroughtfourchildren here and now looks after all

admin etc. She has also cometo fatlex AOT 6§ 06 A #EOEOOEAdisnevE AT OO0OAQ

confirmed and is a server at church

There $ a huge bond between the people here and the church. One mum is now very involved in
the church, it changed her lifd/e fave at leasthreegrannies who are planning to carry on
once toddlers have moved on.

I have a lot of friends who are not religens this is very open and welcoming, not pushy at all
and easy for them to access. We go to church but myisikterwho comes does nand she
EO EAPDPU EAOA AO EOB80O OAOU AT i &£ OOAAI As ) 06

andgetDT ET T x EEih EO8O0 AAOERAWiSBrigmagd ET ¢ O A
comfortable with the idea of church now.

In order to nurture the faith of parents/carers it is helpful to know where they currently are arfaiteijourney.
Thequantitative surveyshowedthat whilst over halbf leadersclaimed to krow the faith of parents/carers quite
well, only 7% knew it very well and almost 4 in 10 claimed they did not know their faith well, if at all.

Q. How well do you know the faith of the parefdarers that come to your toddler group?

Very well
Quite well 55%
Not very well

Not at all

o

The quantitative research also showed that leaders felt two thirds of parents/carers were quite or very intereste

the Christian faith T T A A1 AET ET ¢ OEAO OEAU xAOA O11 0 AO Al

Q. On the whole, hovinterested do you feel parents/carers are in the Christian faith?

Very interested
Quite interested 60%
Not very interested

Not at all interested

No idea

Any other comments made on this survey question can be found in Appendix 2.

- 5
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There were many examples in the research of parents/carers that watisscevering faith, often building on
foundations that were laid when they were children themselves

There were also examples of parents/carers discovering faith for the first time in their lives through the toddler

group.
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| started to take faith seriously again when | had my child. It has become an anchor for me and |
want that for my child. He may come back to it if he falls away in his teenage years.

| feel ready for churchnoyy, x AO AT T £ZEOI AA AO X1 AOO AOEAOAA A

Friends recommended this group and | was on a waiting list. | was new to the area and have met
a lot of people here. Going into church reminded me oftg@ungday school, it was comforting
and had a familiarity about it, like coming home.

Coming here opened up the opportunity 0 @A OO A OAI AOET T OEED xEOE ' |
Ol OAE Oi #ZAEOE AO OEEO CcOl Ob8diphavea®AOU AT I £l OQ
ET OO1 AGAGEIT O AEOOAE h Oi OEAO OEA AAT 1 AEA
family services now. My husband said perhaps we should explore faith together. We tried Alpha

AAAT OAOU EAI DAOGI 8 -U EOOAATA EO AAATTEIC 11 OA
AT RNOEOET C8 8 #i 1A *Al OAOU U AAOCEOAO xEIil Ci
xEEAE EO OAA8 BEADI G GAIOI D OEFEIOA CRABDDEOOET T O
AAOGU O6i ci Aiiic Oi i1AA A (110E8 )O EAADO OEA

AEOOODO OEA OAOO T &£ OEA AT 1 COACAOEIT xEOE 11 E(Q

x A

go0l 6PO AOA 171 O #EOEOOEAT AO ) OAAIT T U ATEI U OEAD

OEA ZAEOE AT AT AT O EO OAAIT 1T U ¢iTA EAOARh OEAOAGC
AEOAOOO OEA OOI OU xEOE i Uymdn@angtoktdirctBgroups, O I AQ
has had an impact on the wider family.

3ET AA )B30A AAAT Al ET ¢ GHE OO HEE®MCAE OF A 6 @GO A0 GRA DA

beginning to feel part of the Church of England community, through the community of this
toddler group

| came tdhe toddler group, then did #&tpha course, then started going to church. This group
AT AOT 6 O irglooydubut idi$ dll Orieistn base 7 prayers, stories and songs

We were new to the area and this group was recommended as being friendly and welcoming. |
was a norchurchgoer in the pastitnow go along to the family services and help out with

thnGO 1 EEA AZAOAO8 - UOGREEGGA OGAM O AEide EAOAQ GBI Al T8E1T

husband is not religious but he comes along to family services. There is a community feel here
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AT A xA £AAT DPAOO 1T £ OEA EAdfeeingmrtofbed O 1 EAA £ O |1 U
community/church family.
Some toddler groups offered courses or small group activities to help support those who were interested in
exploring faith. The research showed that to encourage engagement it was important to remove asanaieys
as possible and to tailor the courses or groups to suit young families e.g. running within or immediately
before/after the toddler group, offering a créche facility, making it familiar by using leaders and spaces already
known, making the focus tevant to young families.

The best thing we did was to start the Christianity Explored type course, alongside the toddler
group. It ran inside as part of the toddler group, sometimes one sooreimes witbr three

or fourpeople Church members carteeprovidesupport, to look after their childréhe ourses

ran in different room.

7A Al -0i 80 "EAITA ATA #AEAh EO OAEAO bl AAA EIT |EI
DAOAT OET ¢8 ) 06 O AcChridians anddung i tDefe@eOify A tintes ddyeah We T 1
get to have proper conversations there.

I might do a course abme point, although this age group are quite reluctant to do any sort of
course. We offer things like Alpha and we are looking at offering parenting classes with the

, ECEOET OOA ' 01 0P jxEI OOOAIT U x1 OE ET OAETTI1 OQs
looked at other courses. But the people of this generation are happy with where they are and the
relationship we have with them. It can be a weird thing, asking them to take a course. We do

'l BDEA OAOU 1 EGCEOI Uh AOO mfpbogxh.i i O &£ O AOAOUIT T Ag )
7A EAOA &OEAAU &AI 1T xOEED 1101 EITC8 )060 AEAI A |00
relationship builder and many from toddler group come.

On Friday we have a session 12:30 til 3, a little like a small group thing. We do worship, we lo
at life and faith through bible passage, oftemsermon on DVD/streamed, prayer for each

other, all round a table with coffee and cak® ®ré inténtional than normal smallgradp ) 08 O
Friday church. It came out of Althey wanted a follow ugomehow, and it ran on Friday at

that time. It came out of a desire to disciple pedpteepeople come from the toddler grogp

to Alpha, then go to Friday church for year or so and then may go on to Sunday church.

Some also found there was demataset up small groups or activities to meet the needs of those who had valued
the toddler group community and wished to continue meeting once their toddlers had outgrown the group.

Some mums have joined the Wednesday morning Bible Study Group when dneir stiaitt
school.
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7A 11T x EAOGA A 1 AAEAO ¢cOi 6P OEAO 1T ARG T1TAA A 1)1

key, we chat and then gather everything together in prayer and we now need to step a bit further
xEOE OEAO COi 6p8 7thbAThdcniebid dhurchgolr& Al 1 1 £ OEA

We have bmonthly family parties with play, bible story, afternoon te&elp keep the
ATTTAAOGETT AEOAO O1 AAT AO coil 6p8 7A Al O 1T A£FEAO

One churchin averydeprived areas gEAOAA OAOET 6O 1 EZAA OEEI T O AABGAA AA

fortnightly cooking club, which included a créche and Bible stldhe toddler group was often a point of initial
contact, where relationships were built and people were introdutzedther parts of the church community. There
was evidence of the church helping to transfotine local communiy.

7A A1l 1 EOA EAOA O1 All ETTx AAAE 1T OEAO8 4EAOAG

dads come along too. The church does lumoked meals for people too. They have

hairdressing here at church and people can buy fruit and veg here. Getting out and about with
I OEAO PATPI A EO Al xAUO A bl OE QpaehtingddriolC8 ) £ OH
harder.

5.4 Building the tiurch communityz transform the church community

Thriving toddler groups visited had a clear intention to build the church communiitg. most common way of
thinking about this was to build the existing churalorshippingcommunity by encouraging toddler group users to
engage with it. Thisvas largely done through invitation and discussed in sectid4 of this report.

| probably go to more church services because of this toddler group.

One other way to build the church community was to think of the toddler group as an integral part of the church
AT 11 01T EOUh OAOEAO OEAT A OAPAOAOGA 1T OOOAAAE OUDPA A
/T A AE OO AED A O\ duéderapiitfas & Toddler Congregation in order to change the way it was
viewed by the wider church. In these examplesegration with other parts of the church community was
encouraged, but not considered necessary for building the church.

People comadm quite adrge area to the toddler groudfhey are selecting us for our
spirituality, they know there is something different and we are clear about that. It is only fair that

xA AOA Al AAO8 4EAU Al O ETi x OEAGeoh&AU x1 18680 A
congregations. We are happy for them to be here as this congregjatidh. AT 1 60 OO Ob A
AT A OAU Ul 660A ET ATl Anclusive® s BA ADOAOKAOOORAAT A 1 A

are. It can be a bit of a grey space!! We haveaséte a lot of growth through thagme people
come through to Sunday congregation. We do a lot of festival stuff, but we are not that bothered
about whether they come throudiecause they are here. We accept that some just come to this.

(@]
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) & bt surewhether mums pick that up, but they do know someghititferent heres | think
the two stage model which is very common (a toddler group then a religious service) is a problem,
I think this works a lot better as there are no unnatural boundaries.

IfeelOEEO EO OAEOOAE 11 40AOAAuh AT A A PAOO 1T £ OE

AEOOAE EAOAh EO8O 1T EEA 1 AOOU AEOOAES

We are now moving to a benefice af@ will have a new vicaO 1 o @éxAvhete we are

going nowl would hope that theyeethe AAT AZEEO T £ AEEI AOAT 80 x1 OE8 )
T 01 AAO 1T £ AE ££A O AthebnlyAvhyi ciu@ifes oarOnbge to Qusvive reaflyOThey

have to think that this Monday group is actually another congregation and people should not
starttoAT | D1 AET AAAAOOA OEAU Ai180 OAA OEAI 11 A 3
these days.

7A AT T OEAAO OEA O1T AAI AO cOiI 6P O AA OAEOOAEGS
The other way that toddler groups had the potential to build the church was by transforming the lives of those
who were leading, helping or supporting the group in any way. There were some examples of leadership teams
spending time together ifiellowship and prayer, planning the future of their toddler groups.

) 060 A OAAI OEET ¢8 inydadhAteAandEdrangiogethdri Feafe®iE AOh OODP P

EAU8 8 7A OEO AT A OEETE AAT OO0 xEU xA AOA AT EIT Q
nothing from God, no passion then what is the point?

5.5 Transforming the local community

Through the toddler group, and otheimilar activities, there is potential to transform local communities. Here is a
NOT OA &£O0ii A AOOAOA xEAOA OEA AEEI AOAT 60O x1 OE EO
The vhole church supportsetoddler grougz they are aware of it arftear the stories. We have
over 400 children on our books, through the weekday childcare (6am to 6pm). Apart from the
primary school and Tesco, we are the next biggest thing in the conpmaniour Sunday
church but our childcare. The impact we hawbe@nommunity because of that is huge. A lot of
people in the community know us and the building, but not our church on Sunday. So every few
weeks we have a service where we introduce the community to the church and vice versa. The
biggest problem we haisethe separation between childcare and Sunday church, there is not a
lot of crossover. So this is an attempt to develop some contact. Once we month we do this
OEAT EOCEOET ¢ OAOOEAA AT A EAOA AAOGAT T PAA EO 1 OA
of the songs we do at toddler group (e.g. hosanna rock and my god is great big god). Because it is

O
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Ol i AGEET ¢ OEAU Eii1Tx EO80 AAGEAO &£ O OEAI OI

families come across more regularly.
Here is a quote from a toddigroup user in a very deprived are@scribing how a recommendation to join the
toddler group had transformed family life and commenting on how important the church is to the local
community.

This group was recommended, a friend introduced me to thit emad the children love it. |

come to the Tuesday group too. | also come to church café on Thursday and Church on Sunday,

AT A O EAAOGAT 60 EEOAEAT O1 AT ATTEET ¢ OEEO xAA

children will come alongdpto play7 A A1 01 OOA OEA AZOAO OAEIT T 1 Al

nearly every day and my partner is now the deputy church warden. We went to church down
south before, but we were never involved with church. | take my children to the vine group on
Wednesday,th@d © AEAT A OOI OEAO AT A OET GCEI ¢8 4EEO AEO

5.6 Quantitative findings

The following findingsarefrom the quantitative survey with toddler group leadeisshowsthat they feel they are
doing well with loving and servinyoung families but less well with aspects such as nurturing faith journeys. They
tend to be more passive in maximising mission potentiherthan active and intentional.

Q. How well do you feel each of these describes your toddler group?

Ail i

> =

OAI

Provides a safe space for play/socialisi 13%
Shares Christian hospitality 22% 5%
Helps build friendships between young familie 29% 1%
Demonstrates the love of God 30% 4%
Welcomes families into the churc 42% 5%
Supports young families 41% 6%
Christian presence in the local communit 41% 9%
Is distinctively Christian 28% 26%
Builds relationships between church & familie 53% 9%
Teaches people about Jesu 35% 33%
Nurtures the faith of toddlers 37% 33%
Nurtures the faith of parents/carers 46% 43%
m Very well Quite well Not very/at all well
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Do you do ay of the following to help nurture Christian faith with toddler group parents?

85%
83%

Show them the love of God

Demonstrate Christian faith and hospitalit
Support and encourage any faith they may ha 70%
Discuss faith informally with them 57%
56%

48%

Provide opportunities to meet with church member:

Involve them in faith activities at the toddler grou

Introduce them to Christian families within the churc 43%
Invite parents to explore faith with other 39%
Involve parents in preparing for baptis 33%

17%
13%

Suggest activities/resources to use at hom

Invite parents to church parenting course

Any other comments made on this survey guestion can be fourppendix 2.

| 23
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5.7 Recommendations: raximising themissionalopportunities

To maximise the opportunities fanission it is important to:

Acknowledge that the opportunities exist

Understand the opportunities in the local contéxt

Create a vision of the future with clear aims for maximising the opportunities

Develop an active, intentional strategy for achieving siecaims

Make sure that toddler group vision and strategy is linked to the overall church strategy
Have regular planning and reviews of progress

o0k whPE

* Understanding the local context includes both looking aiotthe needs of young families in the area, and
looking in to acknowledge the strengths and talents available as well as the style and theology of the local chur

It is also important for the toddler group to have good leadership that is well supported by:

1 Church leaders
9 Toddler group helpers
1 Prayer

Other recommendations regarding missional opportunities include:

1 Provide a good quality welcome to all, particularly newcomers

Understand and respond to the needs of young families

Build relationships with individuals

Foster relationship building between medrars of the group, to create a sense of family and community

Offer generous hospitality

Be distinctively Christian (detailed recommendations in the following section of this report)

Lay of foundations of faith with toddlers by introducing them to biblersés, characters and practices

(such as prayer) as well as Christian values

1 Nurture the faith of adultshrough toddler group activities/relationship buildingupporting them with
prayerand through invitations to other church activities, courses or services

1 Consider the toddler group to be an integral part of the church community, rather than a separate
outreach type activity and liild theworshippingchurchcommunity by encouraginghem to engagewith
the toddler group

=A =4 =4 4 =4 4
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6 BeingdistinctivelyChristian

Research objective:dlidentify what makes a churclasedtoddlergroup distinctively Christiaand the
challenges associated with this.

To maximise the missional opportunities itaearly very important to also be distinctively Christian. Here is a
guote from a curate who ran a toddler group and was passionate about it being distinctive:

) AIT180 OAA OEA PIETO EI OOTTEIC A coiwdb AT A 1|1

Ai160 1A0 PAIPIA ETT x xEU xA AOA DPOI OEAET ¢ OEA

And if Jesus really is the Good News, and really is the réesowe are doing a disservice by

withholding that. | think people appreciate the hondbkgy know we want them to be part of

i 0 AEOOAE8 ) EI PA OEAO ET 100 1T O6A0O0O1T AOO OEAOD

AT A xA ATT60 DPDOAOOOOA OEAI O1T AA AT Ui T A T OEAO
The research identifie€bur main ways of showing Chrigin distinctiveness, as well as a variety of other ways to
communicate that the group was run by a church:

Being visibly Christian

Christian activities

Clergy involvement

Introduction andinvitation

M Other communicatiorand activities

= =4 =4 =

6.1.1 Being visibly Christia

The easiest way to be distinctively Christian is to show it visiithiough this is passive rather than active it is still
very important and can serve as a constant reminder that the group is run by a church. There were a variety of
ways of being vibily Christian.

6.1.2 Using the diurchbuilding

Using the church worship area for the toddler group helps to remind users that the group is Christian. For some
groups the church was used all the time, for others it was used for part of the session and otbdris ois an
occasional basis e.g. seasonal activities or end of term ses€itnusches are usually full of stimulus which can be
used in the sessions or for generating conversations, particularly with toddlers who are keen to explore and
guestion.Being h or around the churchéipsboth childrenand adults to feel comfortable and familiar withe
church environmentwhichhelps to remove potential barrigrto attending church services or other events.

Of course, relying on the building alone to demons¢r&hristian distinctiveness is not enough as in some cases
secular groups use church buildings to run toddler groups.
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=

6.1.3 Using symbolism and other visuals

Even if the worship area is not used, thare always opportunity to use Christian symbolism and other visuals to
remind people that the toddler group is ChristiaBxamples from the research includedhurch noticeboards
posters or wall hangingsrosses and books (bibles, storybooks, prayawks)

6.1.4 Clothing

Some toddler group leaders wore church brandeshirts or polo shirtswhich not only helped them to be

identified but also served to remind people that they represented the church. Some other leaders wore
distinctively Christian name badges orossesOf course, clergy were also a visible Christian presence, assuming
they were at least wearing a collar.
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6.2 Christian activities

One of the mairwayschurch toddler groupshowed their Christian distinctiveness was through activities. These
included:

i Seasonal activities

9 Stories

9 Craft activities

1 Songs

9 Short church services

It was clear from the research that Christian activities were largely expected at church run toddler groups. In sg
groups the activities such as songs and stories folake in a separate space anere optional activitieswhereas
in others the expectation was that all should join$ome were regular activities each week whilst others were
occasional. One toddler group alternated Chististory and craft with secular:

Being distinctively Christig) OEET E EO8 0 AAT 6O OOOEEEIT C A AAI A
£ 00T ECEO AT A OEA OEA AOAZO Ei h OEAOGEO AAT OO (G
DOOOET ¢cn OEAU AT160 AAAIOII AHA AGE A WGEA A G E AZOM
small wayWe dd creation the other week, not a bible story but thaGkeldfor all things in the
T AOOOAIT x1 Ol A 8 st@iés] tdblaykvé ddpsatn@d O AEAIT A
In well planned groups there was a thenteltring Christian activities togethewhich worked well. For example, in
ITA coOi 6p OEAU OOAA OEA OEAIT A T &£ &AOEAOCG6O0 $AU Oi
story of the prodigal son, the craft activity involved creating largadis ofthe father to hug his son (and
associated bible verge ..
together with relevant
songs. The intention was
for the hands to be given
to fathers which
extended the activity into
the home.

=

- e

In another group the story
xAO O1T1 A 1T &
mite in avery engaging wawsing a felt board. fiis was followed by prayer with the toddlesgting round a coffee
table full of candles anshcluded prayers about givingFor the craft activity toddlers were given two chocolate

me

ITI’ -_
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EA




9DOT

RESEARCH
| 28

buttons and asked to put at leashe of them into in envelope to be decorated and shared with someone special,
which again extended the activity into the home.

6.2.1 Gathering together

With the exception of cri, Christian activities wereften a time to gather the group together. In many groups it
was expected that everyoneould gather, including the parents/caregsfor songs, stories and notices. This
sometimes bok place in a separate space and often happéwhen the toddlers @l not haveaccess to
(distracting)toys, either before or after free play tim&his was a key time for communication.

6.2.2 Seasonal activities

Both Christian and secular seasonal events were being ussldaw Christian distinctiveness, all thie toddler
groups did ateast something to acknowledg€hristmas and Easter

We invented two new things that happen at festivals, and we do these in churcbdtrtes
group. We have a hide and seek service at Christmas where they have to find all the bits
associated witlthe nativity but we alsdo thesame on Good Friday for Easter where they have
to find all the bits, including a plastic ear! The children really love it, and they remember it. It
gives them a feeling of being welcome in the church.

We do an Easter teandtreat session at the church with crafts and activities, most mums attend

Sometimes we doenten challenges, but not every y&éwe frst time we decided to raise

money for the church.was dso partly to gethe congregation more aware of us as a

commumity. TEAU RNOAOOET T xEU OEA Uwelust bag @ yadAdne Al 11
Tuesday® / {BsOLenten challenge raiseder £1000wedida sponsored pram push, coffee

mornings etc. We dalpresentation in church on Sundagrning The mumsvork out what

they want to do for Lenten challengthe activities andhe charity. They own it and we support
alongside.

It was clear from discussions with parents that they expected a church toddler group to do something to celebri
the main Christiarfestivals.One toddler group thapreviouslyhad no Christian activities used Christmas as an
opportunity to introduce bible stories and craft activities which then continuétth other storiesafter Christmas.

Some of the research fieldwork coincided wehA O E A O 6 @ddrigtbupawierd taking the opportunity to tell
appropriate bibé stories e.g. The Prodigal Sdbne toddler group uses the lectionary as part of its planning
processto see what is coming up each term that might be used as a them#hé&toddler group session.

First we sat down with the lectionary andkked to see if any feast dayd fal a Tuesday, so we
AEA O1T 1T A 00O AAvessitdie i With 8hAréhydsda@nsidaid Bentecost for
exampleWe dso lookatwhat O Ci1 ET ¢ 11 ET xi1 Ol A ET CAT AOAT Acg

ate

b C 8
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6.2.3 Songs

Toddlers love singing, action songs, dangiagd making a noise with simple instrumentssing Christian songs

was one of the main ways toddler groups were being distintyighristian One of he challenges with this is

having someone with confidence to lead the toddlers in song. Some groups had a gifted leader or were able to
someone else with appropriate talent, usually from the church. CDs were also being used well, although some

commented that they would like more recommendations on suitable CDs to use for toddlers.

Most of the parents/carers were happily joining in with the songs and talked of singing them with their toddlers

home. There was some apprehensiivpom usersabout notknowing the songs

They sometimes have Christian songs, at Christmas and Easter. If there were more Christian

oliTco OEAT ) xi OIAT60 ETT x OEAI AT A ) Al OI A1 &

singing them at home. That would make it diffici fol A AO A BDAOAT Oh 1T U OT A

to opt out even if | did. Then | might have to leave

Some groups were aware that new users may be unfamiliar with Christian songs and had put some effort into

alleviating any apprehension:

use

q
A
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They are quite happy thithe songsl typed the words out so that people would be able to sing
them and not feel uncomfortabfelave words on sheets). Grécéntly added in some secular
songs too, so there are familiar ones for newcoihdepends what they pull ootthe bagz
wehave all sorts of objects linked to songsiadepends whatlgect they pull out as to what
song is sung. It works. The kids get to know what the objects are so they feel for particular
objectslt helpsto give them confidence as well, as stwddlers go on to lead the songs!

One group used nursery rhyme tunes that were familiar, but used Christian wexdmples of songs from the
sheet were:

Twinkle Twinkle:# AT AT Ah AAT AT A OOAT AET ¢ OAIllT h *A0BO
f LondonBridge:' T A AAT EAAO I A xEAT ) OEI C 8
 SkiptomylLou:4d EA OO1T ET OEA AAU OEI 60O O0OAEOA OEA
T 3EAS81T 1T AA ATTET C!OIAOIxAA GEHA xi "' 0TAOAENJd AA xEOE

6.2.4 ChristianStories

As well as singing, toddlers also enjoy a good stdhe mos engaging story times were those that actively
involved the children e.g. asking questionmishelping with actions or propdost of those leading the stories
recognisel that although the storiesvere aimed at toddlers, #vas also relevanto engage theparentstarers

The stories are told for the toddlers to learn and rememberBleaisqg so many people,
particularly in their 20s and 3@se completely biblically illiterat#é E A U reflisé thaCsome
stories, like Adam and Eve, are from tliséeBind they think parables are old wives tales. You

p ey

o —,
o o

AAT 80 DOAOOI A OEAU EHTAIOx EADGSWOO FAETHEREE AAQT A0 OFTAIDIB®) OO AI
ciiT A O AA AAT A O1 Aiii Ol EAAOA OEOI OCE OEA O7 AAI

works on mandifferentlevé 08 ) 08 O b Atbeddgdgioupd Thé dhurad in Englandls O
really missing those in their 20s and 30s and this is one of the very very best ways to reach them.
Y81 110 OOOA EOBO 4(% Al Ox A éabhthathée gbud. ABE / . %
is slightly underhand in that we are doing it through their babies but | think God would forgive us
that. We are genuinely trying to communicate to the adults as well as the children.

It clearly helped to have someone leadinghlping in the toddler group with good storytelling skills.

ITT
O

A

7A80A OAOU CiIT A A0 O£)AODDI OWODEAAICHO EDIGHON ¢ OEDOABU O

make it distinctively ChristianJlust 10 minutes out of our lives to do the Bible stor@ It OA O U
funny, we enjoying it.

People like the bible stories and want to hear theranadas ever been put off because of the
bible stories

I go to another group that does bible stories but they are too young to sit and listen, they just
want to play One of the others does Bible stories through play and puppets and that works well.
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)y 060 1160 OEAO EOB8O0 A AEAI A O6O1 ouh EOGBEO OEAO OE
EO &£ O O AAT AoO O AT ET U AIOERITC E®QO8A0 /141 1T ¢ AO A
Regardless of whether their toddler group had bible stories or not, no parents/carers objected to the idea as lor
as they were being told in an engaging toddler friendly way. In fact, most, including atheists and those from other

faiths, were positive about the inclusion of bible storieecause they perceived them to be educational and to help
give the toddlers moral guidance.

)y 0660 OAAIT T U TEAA OEAO OEAU Ai OEA AEAIT A O0O1 OEAON
)y 060 Q1 OBEAOEAAAOT OEAOA OEET ¢cOh AT A EOBO Al1 ATl
yéi 110 AT 1 OGAOI U OAI ECEI OO0 PAOOGITh ATA 110 A |AE
i AATET ¢8 ) 060 COAAO &I O OEAI O1 EAOA OEA 1TBDPI Q00
) 06 O IEIOCOAIT U Od1 OEA "EAI AAOOT BEBAOhABDOAAEAOAAR 4 EL
AT A EOC8O &£O01T h O inddicgs. AO OEAU CAO OOEAEAOO A

4EA AEAT A OOI OEAO OOOAIT T U OAI AGA O1 OAAT 1 EZEA O]
puppetsandare interactive

)y xAT O T U AEEI AOAT O1 1 AAOT OEA AEAIT A OOI OEAON E
engaging

)y x1 01 AT60 EAOA A POTAI Al xEOE "EAI A 001 OEAO AARE
home and | read bible storiestothe® AAOE OEIi A8 )81 110 OAlI ECEI 6 A
I xT AET EAAO xEAT OEAU CAO 11 AAO 8 wOGAT &£ O OEI|OA

stories are still good stories to share

Sometimes the vicar comes in and does stories about Jesumgsdiite at Christmas. The
vicar makes it interesting and the children love it

It always ends with a Bible story and they engage the children and make it really good fun.
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6.2.5 Craftactivities

As already mentioned, craft activities were often linked iat€hristian theme for the session. There were also
other benefits to the craft activities:

91 Intoddler groups with a team of people, there was usually someone helping in the craft area. This
provided the opportunity to engage with parents/carers and toddland the possibility to use the craft as
stimulus for further discussion on the theme.

1 The intention was usually to take the craft activities home, which could lead to more conversation at home

around the theme

Toddler groups with craft activities wewdtractive to parents/carers, particularly if this type of thing was rarely
done at home due to time, practicality or lack of skill.

Thearts and craft is really good)i®0 OEA O1T OO0 1T £ OEET kgep3 theml O AT 6 O
occupied

Inanexampleof a planned Christian theme and related activities, one group told the story of how David was a
OEAPEAOA xEIT AAAAT A A +ETch OEA AAAATT OEAT CAOA
activity in the church where the toddlers had to fitiee hidden sheep. These were then joined together to make
one big sheep that was to be put on display in the church to help raise awareness of the toddler group with the
congregation.

The main challenges associated with doing Christian craft actiwiie® having the creative ideaand having the
necessary skills angsources.

Al
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6.2.6 Prayer

Those that prayed considered it to laé utmostimportance In the context of showing Christian distinctiveness,
prayer was taking place with toddlers and with or fargnts/carers.

There were a number of examples of toddlers being involved in prayer:

We do prayer with the childre@hildren pray with hands over their
eyes something picked up from New Wind&now at least one parent
does this every evening with their child.

00OAUAO EO AAADPI U Ei bi OOAT 608 /1 OO0 AEOOQ
I 60 AEEI AOAT O1 AAOOOAT A AT AarAgbPAOEAI
bluein the face, but they mainly learn through experience.

We have spitly amens that are very popular at the end of every prayer.

)y £ UT O T ARO OEA AEEI AOAT 100 AT A AAI
Itis lovelyWe also dparachute prayers.

Prayer bubbleisavebeen around for a long time. | just adopted that

ideafrd xEAO )B8A OAAT Al OAxEAOA8 7A 000
who is poorly or not here etc. We usually ask for thitdgsAAU x A DOAUAA A&l O Of I
has just been run over. We pray for everyone at the gitioeipoddlers, mums, grandmas and

thank God for a good day.Oust@imyide things.

00AUAO xAO Al OI ETAI OAAA ET AT U OAEOOAE OAOOEAAOS
before snack time. Some groups also taught toddlers the OA 8.0 0 OAUAO

There were a number of amples of prayer being used to support thassingthe group A variety of methods

were being used, each appropriate to the culture of the church and the character and confidence of those invol
One church was even using text for prayers.

We offer tgoray with mums that we see are struggling or have issues. It's always been positively
received[Otherwise no overt Christian content]

7A EAOA A POAUAO Ai @ 11 OEA AT 01 6AoOh TA@O O (
recently. The prayer boxmuedz it shows that we care about them as more than just
attendees at the toddler group.

They know we pray for them (not with them) and we talk to them, they share issues and
problems with us.

WA DPOAU xEOE PAT PI A 8 xA boratddblkofamdeEwO! | ATT A §
prayx EOE OEA AAOI OO AO AT A xEAT 8 4EEO DPAOOIT EO

AE
AA

O
O

AT T

(@}
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EE
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has been over a period of time. Things have gone horribly wrong irahdnlieeasked if we
couldprayEl O EAO AT dhid & Wé Bually goxttidugh to the church and would
never do it in front of other people. This person has started to come along to church. She has a
sense of belonging.
Someone had lost a dog and we put out little altar with candles with those wwordefus
@iA 61 T A Al xEI AOA xAAOU 85 AT A EO xAO EI

with it.
)y 8i OAOU DPAOOI OAT h OAOU OAI AOE] is¢eEt&kdonwi OEAT OAAS
who they are and what they need. A couplb® ladies had to have hysterectomies and
AT 01 AT86O0 CAO EAOA O1 xA O0OPDPI OOAA vieBwhito OEOT OCE
visitone of them ahome and took gift&Ve lept praying for her, and she kniae church was
praying forheratWAT AOAAU 11 OT ET ¢ POAUAadlithatAaOA Al O1T A
i ATET CEOEO8 4EA080O EI x DPOAUAO OAQGOETI C OOAOOAA
and they appreciate prayer tetlieyask for it now if they need it. They are mainly non

churchgoers but appreciate the prayer. Text prayers are a modern way of dgjingdtyway to

interact with nost EOE OOEAT AOI OOOA8 8 ) xI1 01 AT80O POAU

x B
O1T1 AGO ) OEI OCEO OEAU xi1 Ol A Adhurdhihbug. OOAAT A xE(

We teach everyone the family prayer, which we know some of them use at home too. Sometimes
we light a candle for prayer is someone is poorly

Sometimes the mums go out with the church/toddler group leaders to a quiet space for a chat or
prayer

Although not always public, another way that church toddler groups can be distinctively Christian is by praying
OEA O1T AAT AO cOi 0P8 -AT U CcOI OO POAUAA AAEI OA OEA
the future of the todiler group.

We pray beforehand, sometimes parents come in while we are praying

We pray for the group, as ddesAE OOAE8 7A DPOAU A& O OEAI AT A POA
where to take it next.

for

CO
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Q Thinking specifically about prayer at your typical toddieoup session, do you do any of the followif@Bis
guestions was asked only of those who claimed to Always/Sometimes have or offer prayer at a typical toddler

group session, sample = 65]

Involve toddlers in prayer 22% 3% 11%

Pray publicly within group 13% 2% 13%

Pray beforehand 31% 12% 10%
Offer pray to anyone 44% 22% 11%
Take prayer requests for late 30% 29% 29%
Pray silently within group Ee&CZ 26% 26% 37%
Suggest ways to pray at homel! 34% 32% 32%
Offer advice on prayer: 27% 34% 36%

mAlways mSometimes © Rarely Never

NB % are of those who Always/Sometimes have or offer prayet of the total sample.
Any other comments made on this survey question can be fourippendix 2.

Q. Which of the following might encourage you to do more widlgard toprayerat your toddler groug[total
sampk]

Knowing | wouldn't put parents off 59%

Knowing that parents appreciated it 55%

Having more ideas/resources to help with pray 36%

Seeing that it made a differenc 23%

Having more self confidence with praye 17%
Learning more about prayer

None of the above 18%

Any other comments made on this survgyestion can be found iAppendix 2.
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6.2.7 Church services

Some toddlergroups include a small service as part of the sesdibnse that experienced services as part of the
toddler group were very positive about it.

For one group the service took up mosttbé toddler
group time, with refreshments and a little playtime
afterwards The picture shows the layout, with a

up with candle, bible cross etc. aadlip chartfor the
songs. The servidacludedworship songsabible

notices and a closing blessing.

Although this toddler group was unusual in its Christian distinctiveness, and may not have been universally

appealing, he users of this@up were very positive about it. Here are some of the comments:

) DPAOOEAOI A0l U 1T EEA OEA AEOOAE PAOOG8 ) 060 1
your face, nobody is judging you. This would work well as a church servitee slovgs, then

we sing them at home. He takes the colouring home and does it as soon as he gets home. We like

learning the songs, and the prayer is good too

) £ UT 6 ¢i O A O1T AAI AO cOiT Obp ET A AEOOAE Al
to an ordinary toddler grogpA O 1 AAOGO EAOA OEAU 1 AAOT AAT GO
Ol AAT A0 cOi 6PO OEAOA OEAEO ZAEOE 1 OEAOxEOA

AEOOAE O AA1T AO cOi OPO A OQhing sirdctu@djusCilay, MithAE A O

faith input.
yo6i T Ax O OEA AOAA AT A ) AAI A EAOA AO EO0B8O
UAO AT A Ai 11710 A OAcOI AO AEOOAECGI AO8 -U AEE

particularlythe songs and playing. | really value the church service part

Mission Praise on every sedthere was &able/altarset

0071 ouh ET OAOAAOOI OU DPOAUA

i 6

i
x A
OB

I gI

1A

A QE
1A
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) xAO AOT OCEO OPb AO A AEOOAECGCI AO Oi OEETE EOB0 ¢
# EOEOOEAT AZAEOE8 (A xElIl DOl AAAT U c¢ci Oi A AEOQAE
older.

The first bifchurch serviceE O CT1 1T A8 ) O OAAAEAO OEAI AEAIT A OO DE/

been to some toddler groups that are free play but they can be boring, just ordinary toddler

COi 6PO8 8 ) OOAAafroreCi O AEOOAER AOGO 1106
This $ my first time here and | really like it. | go to quite a few other toddlesgoupx AT 1 8 ) 08 O
CiTA OEAO OEAOA AOA OO1I OEAO &EOIT i OEA "EAI Ah iU

AEOOAECTI AO AOO Oi i1 AOEI AO Cightébugitheée@dyE B ) AT T 8 (

OEI O A AA 11 OA OPAEOIT O OEAT EO EO8 )81 EADPDPU AE

OEi bl A8 4EAOAGO A 110 1T &£ AEOOAE O AAIT A0 cOT 0D(

for the faith conten E 08 O | T A Okl ©@OADI AT A OEi PAO OEAT A AE

important for them to learn the bible stories, learn right from wrong. They will make up their own
i ETAO xEAT OEAU AOA T1AAO AOGO xi1860 AAAT I A #E(Q
We wil definitely be coming to this group again. My children really enjoyed it

Another toddler group had an optional service in the attached traditiarmalrch as parof eachtoddler group
session. Most of those using the group went through to the semwigieh includedoddlers going up to the altar

rail for a blessing from the robedcar,aAEET AOAT 80 AEOOAE DOAUA hrisaisbng, | OA

astorywith alittle talk about it, asong (thank you Lordg song with instrumentssinginghappy birthday, notices,
andblowing outthe church candlesAlthough this was unusual for a toddler group, the group itself was very
popular and the users were very positive about the church service part. Here are some comments:

m
~ O O O >

o

EO

™Y

He[child]realyl EEAO OEEO DPAOO AT A ) OAAIT U T EEA EO8 )0

are noisy

)61 -AEDDAECI AO AOO ) ¢i OiF OEA AEOOAE OAOOEAA

A AT OPI A T &£ POAUAOOS ) Dih the cbuked. Uuseidioddafier 20 AT A T AOA

Indian children and | asked the father if he minded his children going to a church service and he
said he was very happy for them to take part in it. It is a valued part of the toddle group

My child loves singinge songs; the church service is a very positive thing. | used to be a

churchgoer, though not regular, and all my children were christened here. We sing the songs at

ETiAs )00 TEAA O EAOA #EOEOOEAT T1DPOEITO | EERA
The most unusual gaabout this service was the blessirigwas so popular that a separate breastfeeding group in

another part of the church would sometimes bring their babies through for a blessing too. The only slightly

negative comment was from a nechurchgoing grandmther who felt that the bessing could have more
meanind):

O
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4EA Al AOOET ¢ PAOO EO T DPOEITAI h OEAOA EO 11 DO
.

AEOOAE8 ) 0860 A OAAI AATAEEO O

can play with toys anywhersked about the blessing[he previous vicar did a lot more and |

thought t was more meaningful, he said alotntbidol T A OAT EO AAT OO OAI ECEI

on you. | look forward to thgsoup

'TT OEAO OF AAT AO ¢cOi 6P ET Al OAAA A OAOOEAA AO DPAOO

The christening was here and the vicar recommended coming to this grepelyithing
about it and feel veigomfortablehere. | love the stories and songs with my glild Christian
PAOO EO OAAITT U ¢iTA8 ) x1 Ol A OAATITATA EO OI

AOETETC¢C TuU o011 xeEAT ) ¢iI AAAE Ol xi OE® 3EA EO

comeher8) 080 ET A AEOOAE 1 AOCEOAO ¥ 8 xEU x1 01 A
xEOE OAI ECEI T AAEIT C 1 AT OEITAAe )O80 1 EEA CIEI(Q

Yet another group had decided to run Toddler Church once a month, idnmtedy after the toddler group. Here is

their story:

Because we did messy church anyway we decided to see if we could put the two together. We
shared it with the younger people in the church team and they were very excited. So from that

we created Toddl€hurch. Within 3 weeks it was set up. We asked the vicar to oversee it.

Toddler church has been running since October, once a month. The next one i$ the 9th.
happenontheWT A 4 EOOOAAU 1T £ AOGAOU 111 0E8 8 41 AAI AO
group. There is a prayamndgrace before eating. We gather them together. There is then a

OOAT OEOETT ET OF OEA AEOOAE ODPAAAB8 4EAR®AO EA Ix EA

go together into the churdfthrougha glass door)We usually et outa simple bible story.
Maybe share some sort of life experience (for the adults) that connects with thieeatisy.
with a couple ofangs and always the same prayer to eiittl. It is mportant for us to go into

the church. We put Ikea mats doavrd children sit on those, as if waitingf@ ET x  O1T OOAO0OS8

very low key. Most people do go through to toddler church. We wondered at first whether they
would stay or go. Some went initially, but nearly all f&taitnow. There is a real sensaof
worshipping community forming. There was some nervousness and awkwardness to begin with
(from all), nobeingsure what was going to happen. Over time there has been a sense of them
moving together, developing into a community, belonging and sharirghipyong and praying
together.

Here are comments from two users that mentioned the new Toddler Church:

A
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AA AAl &y OF Aii A
welcoming. Hgchild]1 T OAO OEA OET CET C ET EAOA8 ) 050 OEA o
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) xAO A 1EOOIA xi OOEAA AO AEOOO OEAO xA [ECEO
AEOOAE AO EOBO0 EAOAI U 1Al OEITAA8 7A Al O AAI Ad
I EOOI A 0O0i OU8 7A Ci Of ypé &fand @éckes Kids Gorals] BT OAAS )

| started coming here because of toddler church. It is run by a very supportive team; they take

OEIi A O1 OATE O DPAOAT 008 4EAU 1T £#FAO EI OPEOAIT E(
great model for atoddi€e OT OP8 )61 A #EOEOOEAT 1| UOAI &8 4 EA(Q
O1 AT T AEOQCETT AT 11 06A AT A TAOEI 601 U 11 06A xEAO OEA

with lunch where the toddlers gather for a meal. Most people stay for toddler ¢hdreh. 1A D1 AAA
of joy and happiness. Parents have space to talk and share, everyone is welcome. Seeds are
being sown here.

These toddler groups with services have been reported in some detifliistrate how fully toddler groups can be
distinctively Chrisian, whilst still being attractive to parents/carers.

As well as those that included regular church services, many offered occasional services e.g. for festivals or en
term. Again, these were occasions that toddler group users looked forward to.

Another insightful conversation was had around the topic of church services for toddlers. It was with a childmin

xET AAOAOEAAA EAOOAI [ Shewas &ieridify afodd@yEodp®i nA Ohridlian GoktenEaf E|l

all, and was ambivalent @t the idea of it having any in future. However, the topic of Messy Church was raised

AT A OEA OAI EAA AAT 6O EO xEOE AT Ei AGEI1T AT A AT OGEDGO
AT A OAAG8 4EEO AAIT T 1T OOBAMD Adopled fefedt dr be(pi Afitby EnfistiaA Activitids
Zit can be attractive if done well.
y ¢iI 01 -AOOU #EOOAE 1 OEI AO A UAAO AT A 11 06A E
email and we get notes about it in the school book #dgh OA6 O AT ET 001 xEOE A
around 10 tables withvolA A OO 1T 1 OEAI 8 4 Edoddon, Ghenalstorpand £ AOO

1T00 1T £ A1 A8 ) 08 Gtninddt drouAd 2o, @lbht 80kids\go &ndid O A |
moves around the local churches.

6.3 Clergy involvement

Another way in which toddler groups showed their Christian distinctiveness was by involving a member of the
clergyteam. This had a positive impact both the toddler group leaderbelpers and the users.

For some groups, the vicar and or curate were present every week for the whole session as they considered th
be very important for the mission of the church and the best way to connect with yountijdarm the local
community.Indeed, at least one vicar claimed that the toddler group was so important it took priority over
everything else in this diary, often turning down other engagements to be there. Ctergled to focus on

o >
Ou > T
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networking and buildig relationships with young families as well as the story telling and/or church segvte
were also involved in leading songs, pray#aying with childrerand helping with craft and refreshments.

Other groups had regular but less frequent clergy ergragnt and some had little or no involvement.

It has been 4 years of developing relationshBsOE OEA DAT b1 A xET AT 1T A EA
of them at home. In the unstruced time | focus on the children, partly to give the adults some

space to give #m time to have adult conversation, &dd my best to let those children know

that they are unique and special and loved. | guess the adults appreciate that.

We talk to those using the group a lot, and are aware of where they are with faith. Some are
further along than others. Most have gone from, not hostility, but nervousness to being quite
EAPPU O OAIE AAT OO EO8 4EAOA EO Oi i1 AOEET ¢ OACQ
are much more interested to talk about faith. There are pleoppoftunities to chat with

people here. Last week there were two conversgismseone is giving up work to go back to
university a big life change and we were talking about God at the same time, and God bringing
about new life, without it being heauwyasvkward. Just normal.

The link with families is important. He chaith them, they recognise the cottax A AT 1T 8 O EAOA
the same authority. Toddler groups need the support of the church leadership. We get that here.

4EA OEAAO AT AOCTa6eARRORASAOADY A wikokpgetdidnvhaE EO AT 1 1 A
Al OA EAG6O AT EI C8

The vcar always stays fdhe group Heplays withthe children, engages withe mums, has
meaningful conversatiomsd inviteshem to events/services.O 6 GghliQt & hidteek.

Toddler groupoincides with 10am communion serviddswgicar used to come over to
mingle/chatafter that Having the vicamome in is really important, the informal contact is so
important.

The toddler group users wewmdl very positive about having a vicar at the toddler group.

The vicar is always here [not like the other church run toddler group] and encouraging people to
come along teervicedA T A A OAT O édgtg bong Desdsegices ahd events to
A O A O Uattehtidrd The other church toddler group just gave out leaflets aithso it was

I7T0 O T AOET 008 8)0 EO 110 A POIT AI Al O AA AT Al

)y 8OA 1T AOAO OAAT OEA OEAAO EAOAh AOQd AnO EXEGRO - AQ
lovely. Most of the children here will go on to the Methodist church school, so they know that
vicar and that church more.

4EEO EO A OAOU DPI DPOI AO CcOlI OP8 )080 TEAA OEAO (¢
AEAO8 ) O Eving®roughaie. UT 08 OA EA

D A ¢

£
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) 060 EIi DT OOAT O OEAO OEA alvaydunsupthidm andi©A8 - U AEEI
AAT ECEOAA O OAA EEIi8 (A8O Al Ol OAOU bpibOIi AO A

) 060 CiT A OEAO OEA OEAAOrydh©antabks Aos yau &re, o0 O ET OT]1

things are going.

4EA OEAAO ATT A0 ET A O A OETC Oi1¢c AT A A AAT AA

4EA OEAAO ATITEITC¢C ET EO OAAITU CciTAh EA8O OAOU
One mum mentioned hovimportant it was to see the vicar at the toddler group every westhe saidtihelped
non-churchgoers, like heget to know the vicar and have a relationship with théfhis meant heywere then not
worried about approaching him oraing to churchThis particular mum was planning to attend the church
barbecue on the coming Sunday and said she was likely to go to church beforehand as well.

6.4 Introduction and invitations

6.4.1 Introduction

Most groups made it clear in their introduction thidte group was a church run group; however some were much
more explicit than othersThose that were largely Christian in their activities made it very clear what would be
happening, so that people would not be surprised by the Christian content. One dpamdithis message in their
welcome pack:

Jesus calls us to love our neighbour. Our neighbour is anyone we come into contact with. As a church we want

O OEIl x Ui 6 "TA8O0 11 O0A AT A EI PA OEAO OEAOA OAOOEI]|

would like prayer, please ask.

6.4.2 Invitation

Most toddler groups gave information on relevant services and activities for young families offered by the churg
There were many ways of doing thiecludingZEl O1 A1 011 OEAAOG8 AO OEA Al 1 OA
invitationsandinformal conversations. Most agreed that personal invitations were the best, but this was obvious
time-consuming and resource dependent.

The group users were invitleto a wide range of services and activities including:

Special events such asmamer barbecues, Easter bal@f, pancake dayteddy bears picnic

Holiday clubs, for those with older children

Family services/athge worship

Toddler services, such as messyich

3AAOTT Al OAOOEAAO j #EOEOOI AOh wAOOAOR -1 OEAO
Parenting support groups/courses

Basic skills (cooking, money management etc.)

= =4 =4 =4 =4 =4 =4
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1 Coffee mornings

Some also took the opportunity to thank people for coming to the churcthatend of each toddler group.

6.5 Other communicatiorand activities

There were many other ways that toddler groups communicated their Christian distinctiveness, both formal ang
informal.

6.5.1 Informal conversations

Many groups use informa&onversations to showhieir Christian distinctivenes3he conversations need to be
intentional to be effectivan being distinctively Christian e.g. at least mentioning faithurch prayer or other
aspects of Christian lifé=or this to happen there needs to be Christians \ah® present and activevithin the
toddler group. This was clearly happening in those groups with clergy present, some groups had leaders or helpers
who were effective in this role and others encouraged competent Christians who were users of the group.

Tofacilitate natural conversations it helps to have some stimulus. The ideal situation is for the stimulus to come

AOT 1T OEA O Asdifie dndthegeGviagtobevideard @ this happening in the toddler groups visited. Other

stimulus could be from evds and activities or seasons and festivals.
7A xAT O O OEix '"TA8O0 11 06Ah AA EAOA £ O OEAI h |Al
ashamed of it but not pushy. We get to know mums and they open up to us which means we can
I E£EAO b Owerydatdral. As &ChGstiad i | OO0 | EOAOh ) x1 01 AT80O AR
OEAOEI C EO8 8 xA 1006006 AA 1T pPAT AAT OO @@&AOEIT C 1 00
OT  OE A O Aandttie 4dsg@l inl algéhemple way. This is a plaskpeace for people, an
oasis.

We like the free play time as it gives us more time to talk. This is the equivalent to coffee after the
morning service.

TEAU O1 1 ACEI AO OATE OI OO AAI OO OEEIT ¢Oh EAOA
Christening anddptism, for example. Or wantto talk ab@E ET CO8 ) 080 AAOEAO
than approach vicar or go along on a Sunday.

O) )l

We do a lot through relationship, which often leads to prayer. At the end of term there was a
presentation from parents to thatile leaders. One mum was in tears as she explained how the
toddler group had helped her through an unpleasant divorce and that it would have been
impossible without it.

The challenge is havingpmpetent, confident Christians the group and creating theght environment for
relaxed informal conversations to take place. As one leader@@d08 O EAOA O CAO OPAAA A
the toddler grou® 8
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6.5.2 Christian gifts

Another way that toddler groups demonstrated their Christian distinctivenesstowagve Christian gifts such as
bibles, story or prayer books. These were given on various occasions including birthday presents, in a goody b
the end of the summer term or to toddlers that were leaving the group for whatever reason.

We give childreénO AEAT A O1T 1 AAOAOO xEAARAS Of&KEBOGRHHhO* AOOO
it to tell the stories, so when they leave they are given one and are familiar with it.

6.5.3 Othercommunication and ativities

If the toddler leaders are intentional, there arke@rly many opportunities to remind users that it is a church run
group, both regularly each week and occasionally as special itermsexperiments. Here are some other
examples from the research:

1 Some groups played lively Christian music as peopleedrand during the free play time. This helped to
create a welcoming atmosphere, particularly for the first arrivatithe group when all is quiet

1 In one group a grandmother gave her testimony

1 One group was thinking of creating a box for those who hadstjpasabout faithbut were not confident
enough to ask them openly

91 Christian toys and booksere present at some toddler groups. One vicar had plans to turn a minion doll
into a vicar to play with, and telles withcommunioneggcups

1 Some groups used pacaute activities to show Christin distinctiveness

6.6 Christianactivities quantitative findings

The following chart gives an idea of what toddler groups are doing to show Christian distinctiveness. The most
ATTTTT xAO OOAAOGIT T Al A Adrolips @duld &do te@ifrdie CArStas isoitfie detad & thed
activities would need to be known before concluding that theséebrationswere indications of Christian
distinctiveness.

—
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Q. At a typical toddler group session, do you have or offer any ofahewing?

Seasonal celebrations 39% 49%4%

Bible/Christian stories 26% 15% 13%

Christian songs or music 14% 16% 14%

Faith based craft 25% 18% 20%
Prayer 13% 14% 26%
Worship or reflection time 15% 18% 36%
Faith based toys W&z 29% 33% 31%
Other faith based play 20% 32% 40%

mAlways mSometimes = Rarely Never

Any other comments made on this survey question can be fourippendix 2.

6.7 Becoming more distinctively Christian

From a research perspective, it was interesting to visit toddler groups that had intentionally changed to become
more distinctively Christian. Leaders talked about how they had changed the group and their perspective on the
user responsgConversations were also had witisers themselves about the changes. Here are some examples.

6.7.1 London toddler group

Ayoung church mum tok overrunning the toddler grougrom anelderly couple whdadresisted any spiritual
content forthe 8-9 years they ran ifThere was already a (secular) song time, so she added in a bible story at
Christmas. Shéhen carried orin the New Yearusing hat as a Bible story slot and now also etfte story/song
time with a shortprayer.She has alsmtroducedacraft activity based on the bible storyhe leader is unaware of
any negative response from the group, which has a high proportion of childmsnde

Here are some comments from userftioe group:

The Bible stories have just been introduced hereaVéegpeople of different religions here and
E O3 O rdblertat all. Neonebs bing pushed into anything. The children love the stories. It
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reall AT AOT 80 AAIOKABIOS @1 IUAERNRA AT UTTA8 )& UI O AOA| A

good to hear stories from different faiths.

“"AAAOOA EOB8O T ETEAA O A AEOOAE Ui &6 AopAAO OEAI

started doing thathere) xAO OOOPOEOAA OEAU AEAT 380 AT "EAIT A O

Prayer has been done occasionally recently and everyone joins in.

4EAU 1 AAOT AAT OO AEZAZAOAT O EAEOEO AO OAEIT I
Christian faith at toddler group

Although my husband is an atheist, we are very happy for our daughter to be exposed to
different faiths and it is useful to know Bible stories as well as learn about other faiths.

6.7.2 Yorkshire toddler group

A new vicar came to the church to find that a livedddler group that was not distinctively Christian. A few
changes were made:

Wenowhave a Bible story, a soagdtime in prayer, but not everybody goes to everything,

I h

A

OEAOG6O T1TA OEET ¢ OEAOG8O AE AAA (hAppdrs insépar&iE EO COT @D

room] some people opt out, but not many choose not to come through. Going into a separate
space gives a different feel to that time.

Here is a comment from one of the mothers:

We never used to have the bible story part, but now we haveractbose whether to go to

that or not. | want my daughter to go in and listen, and learn a bit about the Christian stories. As
long as we are given the choice arehenuinely not discriminated against if we choose not to.

Itis very acceptabletostayd EA£ UT O AT 180 xAT O O cCIi

6.7.3 Welsh toddler group

A Welsh toddler group had gone through major change with the closure of their church and move tdPastex

Office in the centre of town. They had also decided to become more distinctively Christian and hedi @ald

041 AAT AO #EOOAES OI OEA ¢OiObp TTAA A i11OES

We hadatoddler group running and we were wondering how to move it flbéoeme more

Christan]AT A OO0AD 160 A AEO AT A xA 0606cci AA xEOE
He keeps sayirjgstl T OA OEAI AT A ) xEI 1 Al OEA OAOO8 4EA

bitandE A&AART OAI AOEAAT A xEAO8O EADDAT AA

Here are a couple of comments from a mother and grandmother.

OE A
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| was a little worried at first that we might be preached at. Aduallpi | AOGETI AO ) & OCA
AEOOAE AO EOB6O EAOAIT U I AlrGriisdayfihe mandg AITE A@ASAD A d
1 61 AE OEAT A T EOOI A O0O6i ous 7A ci OF EOG8 ) 080

morals.

| started coming here because of toddler church. It is run by a very supportive team, they take

OEIT A O1 OAITE OI DPAOAT 608 4EAU 1T ££AO EIT OPEOAI E(
COAAOG 11T AAT & O A OI AAl Aéis  bifidérengenda,dhiey offier # EOE O OH
unconditionall OA AT A T AOET 601 U 11T 6A xEAO OEAU Ai8 8 )
with lunch where thetodde€ AOEAO &£ O A T AAi 8 -1 00 PAI PI A OOA

of joy and happiness. Rats have space to talk and share, everyone is welcome. Seeds are
being sown here.

6.8 Attitudes towardsChristian distinctiveness

6.8.1 Expectations ofChristian distinctiveness

Practically all of those attending church toddler groups expected some sort of Christian content and had a posi

attitude towards it,especially if

1 It wasappropriate and engaging fdoddlers

1 Attitudes were inclusive and not judgemental

1 There was no essure to become a practising Christian
1 It helped to educater guidetoddlers

Many toddler group users said that they expected a church run toddler group to show some Christian
distinctiveness:

| would expect the church to be mentioned ata churchtddd COI Obh EO8 0O EI

)y 080 ET A AE O wdul you tomé&tg d&cbukcd antt hatte a prBblem with religion

ARET C 1T AT OETTAAe )O0O60 1 EEA CiEIC O A AOOOU E

| am a Buddhist, being at a Christian groupisnotapkdb OT [ A8 ) AT 1860 MEAAI

am welcomed with open arms. | like the Christian parts of the group and take it as a cultural
rather than religious experience.

)y Al xAudO ¢i OF OEA "EAIT A AT A b OAtheAdréd Araud 8
come to a church so you expect it.
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In almost every toddler group visit parents/carers referred to the Christian distinctivesdss O AAET ¢ O
AAAAS 10 OPOOEUG8 4EEO xAO OACAOAIeAD@s jlsvA st storylorA O A
song or whether the whole group was distinctive in everything that it dieéreare twocommentsfrom people

that attended a toddler group in a very lively, evangelical church. The group started with Christian songsr@clug
bible story song} then a bible story was told (interactively, with fuzzy felt and puppets), followed by toddler
prayer, then craft associated with the story (which all toddlers were expected to do), more Christian songs then
short time for refreshrents and free playThe adults listened to the story and engaged with all the songsTbe.

group was oversubscribed and had a waiting list.

7A EOCOO i1 OAA OF OEA AOAA OE@ xAAEO Acis8 )di 11
A A
D (X

EOGO 1T EMIA AGREAMA OGN OEAO EAOA 1 AATEITCc8 )080 A ¢O
001 O£BRD8 BOA EOT O11cO8 ) O6iBa 180118 BAE GER Ux AD A
x] OT AT60 AT i A8
)y 060 OAAI T U TEAA OI EAOA OEA O11¢cO AT A OO1T OEAQC
AEOOAECI AOO AOO EAAI EOB6O A Pi OEOEOA OEET C8 ) (G
friendly
Here are some more comments where parents/canaferred to the groups as not being in your face or pushy.
The fact that these words were said so many times shows that there is still a negative perception and
apprehensiorabout whatchurches can be likéheir experience ofhurchtoddler group show®stherwise. This is a
common research findingwhere there ar@egative perceptios of Christians oclergy butpositive view othose
actually knownor negative perceptions of church services but positive views of those experienced.

) 080 11T OOBOGERNOEAORAT AOAZLO EO 1 DPOETTAI 8 ) 080
that it has both Christian and other things going on. The kids do listen to the bible stories though,

AT A E O9pudinglaiad 1 ££&

They mention what the church is puttingamg introduce themselves as being from the church.

4EAOA xAO A1 O Al %AOOAO AAOEOEOU8 ) 060 A bPi OH

170 1T £ EAI PAOO AAAAOOA T £ OEAO8 4EAU AT160 DOC
WeAl OT 1 ¢ OEIi A AT A OOI OEAO AAOGAA 11 OAIECEIT S

enough.

)y 0660 110 ET Ul 00 EAAAnh EO8O0 OEAOA EZ£ Ui O xA1T O

go to story time and sometimes not, itelegs on the mood of the kids.

6.8.2 Young families actively seeking Christian content

Some young families actively look for a church toddler group with Christian content as they would like to nurtur
either their toddlers or their own faith journeys. Some eve® OAT A OEA O AAT AO CcOil O6b
church as it is more accessible with a young family.
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