Benefice Profile
Welland Fosse Benefice

St Mary the Virign South Luffenham

St Peter’s Barrowden

St Mary the Virgin Morcott

St Luke’s Tixover

St Mary the Virgin Duddington

2021
Welcome
The churchwardens of all five parishes have collated this Benefice Profile, and we hope it gives an accurate and attractive overview of the area,
of our group, and of the individual parishes.
The Benefice, while consisting of five very different parishes, is a very happy one, working well together and supporting each other, for example
sharing worship when one building was closed for refurbishment. The churchwardens meet regularly, together with the parish priest to agree
Benefice issues and exchange ideas.
We look forward to meeting candidates at the next stage of the selection process and showing them our parishes.
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The Benefice and Surrounding Area
Rutland is England’s smallest county and is almost entirely rural, with only two towns, Oakham and Uppingham, though Stamford in Lincolnshire
is close by. Most other settlements are compact villages of golden stone surrounded by a patchwork of fields and woodland. All three towns
have good schools, colleges, doctors, dentists and shops. There are two small hospitals which are at Oakham and Stamford with the main
hospitals located in Leicester, Peterborough and Kettering.
Agriculture is still important, with other employment opportunities in service industries, light engineering or tourism. Working villagers commute
to Corby, Stamford, Leicester, Peterborough or London.
The county is well connected by road (A47 running east/west; A1 north/south) and rail (stations at Oakham, Stamford, Corby, Peterborough,
with journey times to London as little as one hour), plus a limited local bus service.
Rutland’s major claim to fame is Rutland Water, a reservoir for the East Midlands, and a marvellous playground for lovers of the great outdoors,
with sailing, cycling, bird watching and walking. It is the largest reservoir in England by surface area and one of the largest artificial lakes in
Europe. In 2012 the well-being report by the Office for National Statistics found Rutland to be the “happiest” county in mainland UK.
Benefice Overview
The Welland Fosse Benefice occupies the southern part of the Rutland Deanery, bordering on Northamptonshire. The Benefice consists of five
parishes, Barrowden and Wakerley, South Luffenham, Morcott, Tixover and Duddington, which had a total population of 1726 at the 2011
census. Duddington and Wakerley are officially in Northamptonshire. The Benefice is compact, journey times from Barrowden Rectory to each
of the parishes is just 6 minutes to South Luffenham or to Morcott; 8 minutes to Duddington or to Tixover.
Each parish in the Benefice is different, ranging from the largest and best-resourced village of Barrowden to tiny Tixover with its church-in-afield.
‘Middle Class’ would sum up the majority of residents but of course each village has exceptions. ‘Mature’ would also be an appropriate label and
the smaller the village, the more likely it is to have an ageing population and less likely to have young families. There is little social housing,
though Barrowden has developed some ‘affordable housing’.
No village now supports its own school: the neighbouring Church of England school at North Luffenham takes most of our primary aged children,
with secondary schools in Uppingham, Oakham and Stamford for older children (both state run and private). There is also the King’s (The
Cathedral) School in Peterborough, which has a bus serving three of the villages.
Barrowden has both a thriving community-run shop and a small doctors’ surgery and dispensary that is an offshoot of Uppingham’s main surgery.
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The Deanery of Rutland
There are 53 parishes in the deanery – all except three (Carlby in Lincolnshire, Harringworth and Duddington in Northamptonshire) are in the
county of Rutland. Four parish churches are redundant, one now being a chapel of ease. In recent years the deanery has undergone
organisational changes with the formation of nine benefices: it is possible that there are some changes still to be made. The deanery has a
growth action plan and speakers at deanery synod frequently support actions in the plan.
The deanery, one of 12 in the diocese, has a proud record of paying in excess of 95% of its requested parish share, and is regularly in the top
three contributors of all deaneries. Rutland Deanery Synod is active with 55 lay members and 15 clergy. There are four meetings each year
plus an annual deanery eucharist. All our meetings are ‘open’ and we have a full programme for 2021-22, set by a small Mission & Pastoral
Committee. The deanery also takes an active role at Diocesan Synod through elected members, the Rural Dean and Lay Chair. A quarterly
newsletter is sent to all members of synod and PCC secretaries updating on developments within the deanery, synod and the wider diocese.
Clergy Chapter also meets regularly, usually for eucharist, lunch, exchange of news and fellowship.
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Vision, Mission and Future Direction
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Our Churches are varied in their approach to worship - from BCP in Tixover, to traditional alongside Café Church in Barrowden,
Duddington’s service pattern includes popular Family Worship and there are plans for ‘Messy Church’ in South Luffenham.



As a Benefice we see the need to grow our churches – both in numbers and in increasing the depth of Christian understanding.



Some of the Churches are broadening the type of worship offered along with organising other events to encourage people into
Church. Barrowden Church has been completely modernised to cater for a wide range of activities and types of worship. South
Luffenham Church has refurbishment plans in progress with the DAC.



We are looking for a Priest in Charge who can offer clear leadership and wider experience in order to inject new ideas whilst also
providing for the more traditional members of our congregations.
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The Churches
St Peter’s Barrowden & Wakerley

The Villages
Barrowden and Wakerley have a population of around 500. These picturesque villages are situated on either side of the River Welland in a
farmland setting. Much of Barrowden is a conservation area and there is a Neighbourhood Plan which helps to guide future developments in
both villages. Barrowden was named in the 50 best villages in the UK by the Sunday Times this year.
At its centre, the Exeter Arms public house overlooks the village greens and duck pond.
The Barrowden and Wakerley Community Shop, run by a paid manager and staffed by volunteers, opened in 2009 and has proved to be a great
success, especially during Covid restrictions. Nearby there is a well-used village hall and a satellite doctor’s surgery. There are plans to combine
these in a new “hub” building.
Other activities and clubs include a cricket club, a golf society, Women’s Institute, a lunch club, a petanque team, allotments and a bell-ringing
group. The Barrowden United Charities, established by church people in Victorian times, still helps pensioners and others in the community who
are in need.
To aid communications there is a monthly village magazine, a village website and a very responsive village email service.
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Wakerley is smaller with a population of around 60 people. Its parish church is in the care of the Churches Conservation Trust. Three services
are held in the church each year.
The small community of nineteen houses at Fineshade is also part of the parish.

The Church Building
St Peter’s, a grade 2* listed building, is mainly twelfth century with north and south aisles from the thirteenth century. It was re-ordered in 2018/19
with new underfloor heating, stone floor, a WC, servery, meeting room, digital organ and oak seating. This work has been transformational both
in aesthetics and the practical use of the building, allowing a range of activities such as talks and concerts to be held all year round.
Like many old buildings there are maintenance issues and currently the Chancel Roof and belltower need considerable investment.
Finances
The parish share is paid in full, met mainly due to the parish giving programme instituted in 2002 and diligently maintained ever since. Over the
years regular expenditure has been balanced by income supported by regular fundraising events e.g., concerts, fete, open gardens. Larger
repairs and works have been met by funding through grants. The balance of a Diocesan loan for re-ordering is being paid off.
Services
The main act of worship is on the second Sunday of the month at 11 am, with three more Sunday services each month. Pre-covid there was a
Family Service featuring young people and a Music Group, ‘The Elastic Band’. We are a very friendly Church and everyone coming to St. Peter’s
is welcomed at the door by our stewards. Recently we have used Zoom to reach our congregation during this Covid period and transmit some
services from the church.
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Future Direction
The re-ordered church provides a base for not only church activities but also other community events. We hope the new facilities will encourage
more people to come to church and to other events.
Links : http://barrowdenvillage.co.uk

St. Mary the Virgin South Luffenham

The Village
The Church of St Mary the Virgin, situated in the centre of the village, acts as a focus for village life and there is a good rapport between the
Church and the wider village community. The village no longer has a shop but there are two public houses, a recreation ground, parish field and
village hall and these provide the necessary facilities for entertainment and relaxation. There is an active parish council, which meets on a regular
basis and reflects the wishes of villagers in the management of day-to-day matters.
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The Church
The worshiping community, although valuing traditional worship, is flexible and is open to new ideas. The PCC has recently agreed to fund the
training of a Lay Worship Leader (training from September 2021- July 2022). There are also plans to introduce family orientated acts of worship
(eg Messy Church). The church was also pivotal in setting up a very successful ‘Stay and Play’ parent and toddler group which meets weekly in
the village hall.
There is a special area for young children within the church and this has proved popular amongst the families who attend with small children.
We recognise, however, there is an urgent need to develop work with both primary school aged children and teenagers.
Church Building
The church was built soon after the Norman Conquest with a South aisle added in the 13th century and the chancel in the 15th century. The
PCC takes full responsibility for the fabric and has a determination to keep St Mary’s in good repair. A project to replace the chancel roof is
underway. We are in consultation with the DAC about plans to improve church facilities – improved access, toilet, kitchenette.
Finances
The church is in a very sound financial position. Both parish share and clergy expenses are always met in full. The Electoral Roll has recently
increased to 40. The church has a long history of organising successful social (fund raising) events.

Burns Night is always a sell-out. Open Gardens, Flower Festivals, Quizzes, Harvest Lunch, Advent Windows around the village - are all very
well supported by the local community.
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Services
Pre-pandemic there was one service each Sunday - on the first Sunday of the month evening prayer at 6.00 pm; on the second Sunday a Family
Service at 9.30; on the third Sunday Morning Worship led by a lay reader resident in the village; on the fourth Sundays Holy Communion at 9.30.
There is no choir but music is very important to us. Whilst we do not have a resident organist for the pipe organ, we do have an excellent
keyboard (and player). This keyboard also has the added facility of playing pre-recorded discs. We have the capacity within the congregation to
have guitar accompaniment. Two members of the congregation are licensed to administer the chalice.
Future Direction
There is a positive relationship between the church and the village as a whole. We are looking to continue to build on this and, in particular,
broaden the age range of the congregation with outreach to the younger families in the village.
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St. Mary the Virgin Morcott

The Village
The stone buildings date from the 1600s to the 1800s. In the 1970s/80s converted agricultural buildings added to the housing stock and a
handful of 1990s houses have ‘filled in’ so that Morcott is now a compact village of about 126 households and approximately 300 people.
There is no longer a public house but there is a village hall offering excellent facilities for social events.
Morcott is the ‘middle child’ in the Benefice family. It is a friendly, community-minded village. There are one or two clubs and societies. The
church and village hall are both valued by the community and we share the organisation (and profits) of some fund-raising events.
A charitable trust established in the17th century runs seven low-rent almshouses in the village and our Priest is invited to be a Trustee.
More information and pictures can be found on the village website http://morcott.wordpress.com/ where there is a specific page for the Church,
and notices about major services are posted.
A ‘Welcome to Morcott’ leaflet produced by the church team is hand-delivered to new arrivals: it covers practical issues but includes a warm
welcome to our church services. Church supporters produce a monthly Parish Newsletter published on the website and printed for those
without access to a PC. It reflects all aspects of village life, but leads with church notes.
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Church Building
St Mary the Virgin Church is in the centre of the village. Built of stone, it seats 100 maximum, dates back to the11th century and is Grade I
Listed, particularly for the carved capitals of the Norman arcades. There are a couple of well-preserved Jacobean carvings and the Victorians
were restrained in their restoration. The building is open every day.
A couple of fabric projects loom. A replacement main path to ease wheelchair access and the replacement of the louvres in the bell tower due
to some structural deterioration. The church has the funds to finance these projects leaving sufficient reserve for payment of running costs.
The churchyard around St Mary’s was closed 100 years ago, a churchyard extension at the top end of the High Street closed in the 1980s and
now burials/ashes are interred in the cemetery. Both closed churchyards are maintained by Rutland County Council and the cemetery by the
Parish Council.
Finances
The PCC are ever mindful of stewardship and do not retreat from Campaigns as required. Those committed to regular giving were recently
converted to the new Parish Giving Scheme and this almost meets our annual costs. This is supplemented by fund raising events which have
included events in the church by visiting performances, bric-a-brac sales and Gardens Open occasionally
We have always paid in full the parish share and the priest’s expenses.
Services
Morcott has two Common Worship services a month, with a typical 8-15 attendance, almost exclusively adults. Villagers like our middle-ofthe-road Anglican style, with sermons less than 10 minutes long.
The Church electoral role stands at 26.
A volunteer organist plays the Victorian organ at each service. Traditional hymns are favoured, with a few of the best (i.e. tried and tested)
modern hymns.
Additional services (Christmas, Easter etc.) are attended by 40, 60 or f80 including children, when songs/sermons are adjusted. We carry out
regular ‘marketing campaigns’ to publicise these services, including door-to-door leafleting. There is always someone at the door to
meet/greet at services and the Churchwardens also try to engage with each family prior to every wedding, baptism or funeral.
Future Direction
An ageing congregation is gradually impacting attendance and we suffered during the Covid pandemic along with all other churches but we
have maintained our financial security. Whilst normal services are less well attended there is good support at key festivals and for our
fundraising events, so that the church is in a sound position.
We do need, therefore, to draw in two groups: 40-60 year olds who are our next torchbearers and the families with young children. We hope
for a priest who can balance old and new, and inspire and equip lay people to reach out to new members.
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St. Mary the Virgin Duddington

Duddington is a small, attractive stone-built village on the east bank of the river Welland, which is crossed by a beautiful stone bridge. It is the
only parish in the Benefice lying entirely in Northamptonshire and is located at the crossing of two major trunk roads, the A47 BirminghamNorwich, and the A43 Stamford-Oxford. The village is almost entirely residential, there is a popular pub-restaurant at the South end of the
Village. The population of just under 200 people encompasses the full range from very active young families and London commuters to the
retired. The village and church have an excellent relationship, and together organise popular social events during the year.

13

Welland Fosse Benefice: Parish Profile

The Church Building
The parish church of St Mary the Virgin is listed Grade 2* with an off-centre tower/spire and dates from the 12th century
though the chancel was substantially rebuilt in the 19th century. It has fine Norman decorated arches to the north aisle and
box pews. Particularly interesting features include a very effective single-manual organ with no pedalboard (so not
intimidating to willing pianists) which was completely restored in 2007 and a carillon of six bells, operated from the ground
floor of the tower by winding a large drum to produce the change. The church was almost entirely redecorated in 2020 and
renewal and repairs to the external lighting and church yard gates, together with a major tidy of the churchyard took place
early in 2021. The last quinquennial inspection revealed no serious problems (the tower and the spire were restored only
fifteen or so years ago).
Church Finances
The parish share, and clergy expenses have always been paid in full. There is a commitment to regular giving and fundraising events are well
supported. There is a substantial fabric fund to deal with any major maintenance repairs.
The Future
In recent years there has been an influx of young families into the village, many of whom are regular attenders at Church and participate in
reading and music. Services of Holy Communion usually take place once a month with 12-14 as an average attendance, however Family
services are becoming extremely popular with over twenty attendees. There is an air of growth and younger villagers have joined the PCC.
These are exciting times for Duddington, and the future looks bright for our important little church and community.
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St Luke’s Tixover

The Village
The village is split geographically into two parts. The historic village of Tixover housing some 30 people lies to the South, while, to the North
across the busy A47 road lies Tixover Grange. The ‘Grange’ houses some 90 people living in a retirement complex plus a further 45 in a
Nursing Home.
The population is thus made up predominantly of retired people, though the Nursing Home provides some employment, as does Manor Farm
that farms the entire parish and land beyond.
The village maintains a Trust, established in Victorian times, which serves the elderly and those in need. The parish priest is routinely asked
to serve as an ex-officio trustee.
With no shops or other facilities, the church, situated to the South of the village, serves as a focal point in most respects.
There is a parish magazine that serves both the Church and the wider community and is delivered to all households each month.
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Church Building
The parish church, dedicated to St. Luke, dates from the 12th Century and is approached by a track across fields. The track is maintained by
the PCC to accommodate vehicular traffic.
The church is well maintained and enjoys a double-page spread in the new edition of Betjeman’s Best British Churches.
The church was fully refurbished in 2019 with a grant of £100,000 from the Communities Trust sponsored by Mick George Ltd and all the items
on the 2015 Quinquennial Inspection were completed. The church building is now secure for many years.
With no mains water or electricity, St Luke’s is, in many ways, an indelible and unchanging link with our forebears in this beautiful valley. The
lack of electricity is seen by many as a bonus
The churchyard is open and maintained by the PCC for burials and the interment of ashes.
Finances
The parish is in a sound financial position and pays its full share and its proportion of the priest’s working expenses. We have a stewardship
scheme and the proceeds of this cover our parish share. There are 13 people on the electoral roll.
Services
There is one Holy Communion Service each month. On special occasions the church is lit by up to 400 candles providing an unforgettable
backdrop for worship at services such as Candlemas and the traditional Nine Carols and Lessons. Coupled with Tixover’s famed hospitality,
these services are very popular and draw in worshippers from near and far. On occasions attendances have been in excess of 100.
Rogation and Harvest Festival are always celebrated with refreshments together with additional services for the Benefice at Easter and
Christmas when services are alternated with Duddington. Sunday services, with an average attendance of 16, use the Book of Common
Prayer format and are traditional in nature. We look forward to continuing in this vein.
There is also a communion service in the nursing home at Tixover Grange on the first Monday in the month.
Future Direction
St Luke's is a 12th century church, which stands in fields apart from the village. It has never been modernised and has no electricity or water
laid on. The age profile of the parish sits very comfortably with this link with the past and to most of us it brings an aura of peace and serenity,
which a modern building could not match.
On a practical note we look forward to growing our congregation numbers particularly from ‘The Grange’; and hope that a new incumbent will
take a leading role in this.
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Sunday and Weekday Services
Monthly
Pattern

Barrowden

South Luffenham

Morcott

Duddington

Tixover

First
Sunday

8.00 am BCP

6:00 pm BCP

11.00 am

09.30 am

Holy Communion

Evensong

Holy Communion

Holy Communion

Second
Sunday

11.00 am

09:30 am

Family Communion

Family Communion

Third
Sunday

11.00 am

09:30 am

11.00 am

6.00 pm

09:30 am BCP

Morning Worship

Morning Worship

Holy Communion

Evening Prayer

Holy Communion

BCP – Said service
Fourth
Sunday

11.00 am

09:30 am

Holy Communion

Holy Communion

Weekday Services via Zoom began during the pandemeic but have been valued so much that they will continue in some form – Zoom Morning
Prayer is on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays and Compline on Thursdays.
South Luffenham Church also hosts a time of silent prayer every Friday Morning.
Benefice services are held four or five times a year on the fifth Sunday and rotated round the Benefice.
In 2019, in the Benefice, the number of Baptisms were: 10, Weddings: 4, Funerals:10
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We are lucky to have the services of a very experienced and hard working Reader who currently leads services across the Benefice. Three
people are being supported, both financially and spiritually, in their training for the Bishop’s Certificate for Lay Worship Leaders. They are
looking forward to sharing in the task of leading worship in various ways.

Special Services
During the Christmas season 2020 and during the pandemic, the benefice recorded a Carol Service with contributions from each Church:
https://youtu.be/QMCcoHjoFJQ
Maundy Thursday 2021 was celebrated online with a walking meditation: https://youtu.be/XCsL94iGxYE
Under nomal circumstances there is a Dawn Eucharist on Easter Sunday morning followed by a champagne breakfast.
Outdoor Songs of Praise events began during the pandemic and are likely to be repeated.
Several Parishes organise outdoor Christmas Carol events which are always well attended by the regular congregations and villagers.
Baptisms and thanksgivings, confirmations, weddings, and funeral services are all welcomed and valued.
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Church Groups and Activities


The Benefice has provided Bible Study discussion groups and Lent groups.



All Churches within the Benefice host a variety of social events throughout the year. These are designed to encourage positive
interactions between villages and the church.



Pastoral Care is provided through prayer requests across the benefice. The Priest in Charge carries out home visits and communion
and hospital visits.



Barrowden, South Luffenham, Morcott and Tixover have Parish/Village magazines and newsletters which contain information about
Church events, activities and services.



The benefice website provides up to date information about all events.



Each Church has willing volunteers to help the church and its services run smoothly and efficiently, such as flower arrangers,
cleaners and welcomers.
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Finance


Each parish has a treasurer and a secretary. The benefice accounts are maintained by the treasurer at Barrowden



Parish Share – We have continually paid our parish shares on time and in full.



Clergy Expenses – are paid in full by the treasurer in Barrowden.



St Peter’s Barrowden has two projects to complete. The first is replacement of the Chancel roof which is with the DAC Secretary for
review and the second is to replace the louvres in the bell tower which has had permission from the Archdeacon to proceed.

Organisation


Benefice Council: Each parish has two churchwardens at benefice meetings which are held normally four times a year. The current
Chairman is Percy Gilman from Tixover.



Parochial Church Councils:
o Barrowden has nine members of the PCC (three female). This year our two churchwardens stepped down though both
continue on the PCC. We meet approximately eight times a year. During the re-ordering project we had a separate
committee of eight members.
o South Luffenham PCC has eight members, two of whom have joined recently. This has improved the age profile of the PCC.
We meet approximately six times a year.
o Morcott has seven members and meets seven times a year including for the APCM
o Duddington has a PCC with eight members who meet four times a year.
o Tixover has a PCC with 10 members who meet four times a year.
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The Rectory
The Rectory is located in Barrowden and is a four bedroom house with upstairs bathroom and toilet. Downstairs there are a sitting room, dining
room, kitchen, utility room, toilet and a spacious study. There is a single car garage and garden shed. The garden at the back overlooks the
Welland Valley.
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Person Specification for the Welland Fosse Benefice
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A person of spiritual depth who will encourage people to explore new ways of developing their relationship with God through
prayer.



A team player who can also lead and inspire lay people to use their gifts in their respective communities.



A leader who will give priority to clear and challenging preaching which is at the same time accessible to children and their
families.



A ‘man or woman of the people’ able to relate to non-churchgoers as well as to his/her congregations.



A person who is flexible and able to work with the individual needs and traditions for each village.



A sensitive pastor who will be committed to regular visiting as well as engaging in people’s weekday lives.



Someone who understands rural life and its special needs and who will devote time and energy to village events.



A person who is readily approachable, creative and with a good sense of humour.
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A position for you?


If you are interested in this position please contact the Archdeacon’s secretary: secretary.oakham@peterborough-diocese.org.uk



Benefice website: http://wellandfosse.org
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