RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
SUBJECT LEADERS’
NEWSLETTER
For Primary, Secondary & Special Schools
September 2021

Introduction
Dear Colleagues,
Happy September and to a new academic year!
I do hope that you had a wonderful summer and managed to get plenty of rest
and relaxation as well as perhaps managing to do some semi-normal family things
at last.
Welcome to the latest RE Newsletter for teachers of RE and RE Subject
Leaders. It will update you on what is going on in the world of RE and direct you
to useful resources and training opportunities.
This term will hopefully see the return of some face-to-face training but we will
continue with training via Zoom where it is beneficial to do so.
We are also delighted to announce that the Diocese will be working together
with RE Today Services to provide access to additional RE courses which is very
exciting! Further details will follow very soon.
Big congratulations to all those pupils in all Diocesan Schools who received the
Bishop’s Prize for RE. It was lovely to hear about the achievements of some in
such a difficult year. Further details of some of these awards can be found in
this newsletter. Thank you very much to those of you who took time to send
details to me.
Please let me know if you have any RE News to share, including REQM awards.
I wish you all a safe, happy and healthy term and look forward to seeing you
soon.
Kindest wishes,
Lesley
Lesley Pollard
RE and Collective Worship Adviser - Diocese of Peterborough
E-mail: lesley.pollard@peterborough-diocese.org.uk
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CPD Opportunities
An overview of RE and Safeguarding training planned so far follows. Please ask
your school for the Diocesan Training Programme for more details about the
courses. This will be sent out to all Church Schools. For non-church schools,
please go to the Diocesan website for further information.
Dates for your Diary
Course
“Advanced Safeguarding Training
for Nominated Safeguarding
Governors”
(For Nominated Safeguarding
Governors who have completed a
basic introduction to
Safeguarding but not had
training specific for this role)
“DSL Refresher Training”
(For Northamptonshire DSLs
only. This is the statutory two
year Refresher Training)
“Understanding Christianity:
Text, Impact, Connections”
DAY 1
(A 3-day course for Primary RE
Subject Leaders who are not
already trained)
Participants MUST attend all 3
days of this package
“Fun RE for the Foundation
Stage”
Led by Gill Vaisey
(For RE Subject Leaders and
teachers of RE in EYFS and KS1)
“Understanding Attachment
Awareness”
Led by Sally Perkins
(For DSLs, Mental Health Leads)
“RE Network Support Group –
Getting the Balance Right”
Led by Dr Kathryn Wright
(For RE Subject Leads and RE
Teachers – KS1,2 and 3)
“The Concept of Trinity Through
Collective Worship and School
Ethos”

Date and Time
Tuesday 7th September
2021
5.00pm – 7.00pm

Tuesday 14th September
2021
9.00am – 1.00pm
Tuesday 28th September
2021
9.30am – 3.30pm

Venue

Via Zoom

Via Zoom

Hayfield Cross CE
Primary School
Hayfield Crescent,
Kettering,
NN15 5FJ

Tuesday 12th October
2021
9.30am – 3.30pm

Via Zoom

Thursday 14th October
2021
9.30am – 12.30pm

Via Zoom

Tuesday 2nd November
2021
4.15pm – 5.30pm

Friday 5th November
2021
10.00am – 3.30pm

Via Zoom

VTBC
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Led by Jane Lewis
(For Collective Worship Leads
and RE Subject Leads)
“Understanding Christianity:
Text, Impact, Connections”
DAY 2
(A 3-day course for Primary RE
Subject Leaders who are not
already trained)
Participants MUST have
attended Day 1
“NQTs and New to Church
Schools”
(For those new to teaching in a
Church Primary School)
“Safe Recruitment”
Led by Jill Sneddon
(For School Managers,
Headteachers, Senior Leaders
and Governors)
“Online-Safety Update”
Led by Simon Aston
(For Online-Safety Leads)

“Understanding Christianity:
Text, Impact, Connections”
DAY 3
(A 3-day course for Primary RE
Subject Leaders who are not
already trained)
Participants MUST have
attended Days 1 & 2

Tuesday 9th November
2021
9.30am – 3.30pm

Tuesday 16th November
2021
9.30am – 3.30pm

Thursday 18th November
2021
10.00am – 3.00pm

Wednesday 24th
November 2021
9.30am – 12.30pm
OR
1.30pm – 4.30pm
Tuesday 9th November
2021
9.30am – 3.30pm

VTBC

Hayfield Cross CE
Primary School
Hayfield Crescent,
Kettering,
NN15 5FJ
VTBC

Via Zoom

VTBC

For further details, costs and bookings please go to the website:
http://www.peterborough-diocese.org.uk/news-and-events/events?tags=school
or contact Alex on 01604 887060 or e-mailing: education@peterboroughdiocese.org.uk
National Association of Teachers of RE Courses
For all NATRE courses go to:
http://www.natre.org.uk/ and click on “Courses and Events”.
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Local RE News
The Bishop’s Prize for RE
Thank you to those schools who shared information about the recipients
of the Bishop’s Prize for RE this year.
Many congratulations go to all the winners of course. These include:
Grace from Yardley Gobion who showed a great attitude to RE throughout
her time in the school. She was very keen to understand what and why
people of faith believe and what they do and was increasingly able to
discuss the similarities and differences between faiths with confidence.
She was always happy to try to answer the big questions. When awarded
the prize she said, "Faith is something that you cannot ever put a
beginning and end on, it changes all the time because it is alive."

Safa from Paulerspury who received the prize for consistently excellent
contributions in RE lessons all year.
Emily from Cottingham who was presented the award based on following
the school's vision and mission at all times.
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Tori from St. Barnabas Infants because she was always inquisitive about
other faiths and beliefs, being respectful and kind to all. She also
enjoyed talking about her own beliefs and sharing and comparing with
others.
Oskar from Wilby, who has been awarded the Bishops Prize because he
always challenged himself to try the deeper activities within lessons and
asked questions to further his knowledge and to make others around him
think in different ways.

Matilda Campbell from Brackley Juniors who presented the schools
distinct Christian ethos for the school website. She gave a personal
account of what the school ethos meant to her with joy and conviction
and was a super role model as she tried her best to live out those values.
RE and the School Website
Over the past year the Church of England Representatives from
Peterborough, Northamptonshire and Rutland SACREs, along with myself,
have been looking at RE on Church School websites across the Diocese.
We have not only looked at whether schools have the statutory
information that they must have on there but we have also focused on
what the website says about RE in that school.
It is obviously an ideal area to showcase high quality RE in a school but
overall, we found it was a very mixed, and often, disappointing picture.
We found that many school websites contained minimal, hard to find,
outdated RE information, even when we know the school has outstanding
practice and even REQM awards!
In light of the research we have put together a ‘Top Tips for RE on the
School Website’ for RE Subject Leads. Have a look at the RE on your
school website and ask yourself the following:
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Does it celebrate RE at your school?
Is RE is easy to find RE with a separate tab or page for easy
access?
How does the content appear on different devices (on a laptop,
Tablet and Smart Phone)?
Is there information about how RE expresses the School’s
Christian Vision (links to Vision Statement)?
Does it show how RE contributes to the ethos of the school,
school values and place in the community?
Is there a recently reviewed, up to date RE Policy (which
includes the statutory requirements of the subject including
the right of withdrawal)?
Is there reference to the Agreed Syllabus for RE that your
school uses?
Are there RE Curriculum Overviews for each year group?
Does it include “End of Unit, Year or Key Stage Expectations or
Outcomes” for RE?
Is there a clear section on the “Purpose and Aims of RE”?
Is there information on the approach to RE, the pedagogy used
and on key resources used (such as Understanding Christianity)?
Does it include information on staffing, trips and visits, visitors,
special events/RE Days?
Does it have links to RE Displays, RE Newsletters, photographs
and quotes/comments from pupils (and staff and parents)?
Does it promote events like the Bishop’s Prize for RE, the
REQM Award and link to relevant other websites to tell visitors
to your school website more about such things (Diocese of PB,
REQM etc.)

Have a look at the school websites for Yardley Gobion CE Primary School,
All Saints CEVA Primary and Nursery School, Wellingborough and Eye CE
Primary School which we agree are positive start points for RE Leads to
look at how they might move forward.
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National News
What is your view of the world?
What makes you who you are?
What is your ‘positionality’ (to use the Ofsted RE Review language). We all
see the world in different ways based on our unique life experiences. Our
upbringing, family beliefs, views of those around us and things we do all
help to shape us and our beliefs. They affect the way we see and
interpret things.
This animated film by Emily Downe, created in partnership with Culham St
Gabriel’s Trust and Canterbury Christ Church University, unpacks the
idea of worldviews and invites the viewer to consider how their own
unique view of the world might co–exist with other, sometimes quite
different, vantage points held by those around them:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AFRxKF-Jdos
The film was inspired by the ‘Theos Think Tank’ report on Worldviews in
Religious Education, which interprets and develops the idea of ‘worldview’
and explores its implications for the future of RE in the UK. You can
download the report here:
https://www.theosthinktank.co.uk/research/2020/10/21/worldviews-inreligious-education
More widely, though the film brings a much–needed reflection on religious
literacy in the UK and reminds us that in an increasingly pluralistic
society, there is no neutral perspective and everyone sees the world
through a certain lens. The film can also be a powerful tool for classroom
learning, transforming a complex concept into an accessible and personal
format, stimulating conversation and encouraging pupils to think through
their own worldview and how this impacts their lives.
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Guest Speakers for Schools
NATRE share their tips on how to
get a guest speaker to attend
school based training or RE lessons:
 Ask a Farmington scholar to
speak about their research.
 Local University lecturers
often promote an area of
research they are publishing.
 Faith speakers, SACRE
members, members of the
NATRE Executive and local
Interfaith network groups
are all great sources to
choose a speaker from.
 Humanists UK provide
Humanist speakers for
schools for FREE!
 Someone who has a new book
or resource to publicise may
be willing to attend a meeting.



Resources

Useful Online Resources
 NATRE free resources for RE - https://www.natre.org.uk/aboutnatre/free-resources-for-you-and-your-pupils/
 Faces of faith films - https://www.faithinschools.co.uk/faces-offaith
 RE Online Resources - https://www.reonline.org.uk/teachingresources/
 Truetube - https://www.truetube.co.uk
 BBC bitesize - https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
 Jewish Museum – virtual classroom free to schools https://www.jewishmuseum.org.uk/whats-on/whats-on-virtualtours/
 British Library - Sacred Texts https://www.bl.uk/sacred-texts
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Virtual Mosques - http://www.3dmekanlar.com/en/3d-largemosques.html
BBC songs of praise website – different clips with Christians
talking about their faith
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006ttc5
Virtual Jerusalem - http://www.samrohn.com/360panorama/western-wall-jerusalem
Quizlet for making RE Quizzes - https://quizlet.com/en-gb

Bible Chat Mats
The Go Team and Education Department at Bath and Wells are excited to
be unveiling 19 brand new Bible Chat Mats. The new series of Bible Chat
Mats have been created following a suggestion from Headteachers from
across the diocese. They have taken the 19 values that are most
commonly used in their Church of England schools and have linked each
one to a well-known Bible Story. Revd. Andy Gray, part time Faith Sharing
Enabler for Bath and Wells and an illustrator, has used his incredible
talent to bring the Bible Chat Mats to life.
The new (Series 2) Bible Chat Mats are available as a downloadable pack
for £20.00. Each Bible Chat Mat includes a Bible story, questions to
discuss, things to find and an opportunity to pray and/or reflect.
https://bath-and-wells.square.site/product/bible-chat-mats-series-2christian-values/1?cs=true&cst=custom
Have a look at examples and see what Head Teachers think in these two
videos:
https://youtu.be/_SWdOvMYcVk
https://youtu.be/4sGskNxaG2U
For further information, contact Cheryl Govier, the Go Team Adviser
(Youth & Children) for the Wells Archdeaconry, Diocese of Bath and
Wells on 07848 028620
G2G - Holocaust
G2G (Generation to Generation) provide speakers who will visit schools
(virtually if required) to talk about their families’ experience of The
Holocaust. This is a really good way of accessing Holocaust witness voices
for schools. Go to their website to find out more:
https://www.generation2generation.org.uk/
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Religion Media Centre
For the past three years, the RMC has become an authoritative resource
for news, fact sheets and commentators in the field of religion and
belief. RMC is independent and non-confessional simply there to improve
religious literacy in society.
As well as the fact sheets, they also produce a concise daily news bulletin,
a weekly summary of religious news and Zoom briefings on contemporary
topics. RMC are followed by all the major journalists in the field and are
regularly quoted in the main news outlets. Go to:
https://www.religionmediacentre.org.uk
Wintershall
Wintershall is best known for its outstanding biblical drama productions,
including The Life of Christ, The Nativity and The Passion of Jesus.
Wintershall Education was created to accompany these productions with a
variety of resources and initiatives that encourage and enable Schools to
use Biblical Drama to ‘experience the story’ of Christianity. Booking is
open for 2021-2022. Go to:
https://www.wintershall.org.uk/wintershall-education
The Time to Wonder
Do you want more moments of awe and wonder in your
classroom?
Do you want to harness the amazing power of storytelling?
Is your class ready for experiential and reflective RE?
‘The Time to Wonder’ gives you the opportunity to
embrace reflective storytelling as a tool to deliver all of
this. It contains one story from Buddhism, Christianity,
Hinduism, Islam, Judaism and a non-religious worldview and includes a list
of the materials you will need, what to say and what to do to make this
process successful. It is a one stop shop for beginning the journey of
mastering reflective storytelling and developing more engaging RE.
Laura Harris, RE Lead at St. Andrew’s Primary, School, Congresbury,
Bristol says: “A brilliant book for RE experts or novices alike, bringing
stories from many Worldviews to life in such a spiritual and engaging way
is a must for every RE classroom.”
https://www.forwardthinkingpublishing.com/authors-and-books2/katherine-taylor/
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Springs Dance Company
Springs Dance Company delivers RE and Citizenship through dance,
creative exploration and discussion. Their workshops support children's
spiritual, moral, social and cultural development and link to British Values.
The workshops are a great way to utilise your Sports Premium Funding.
Other popular workshops include: The Easter Project, Parable, The Magic
Paintbrush, Exploring Values, Stepping Out (for big changes), You Are
Special and The Life of Jesus. Springs can also bring magical dance
theatre to you, saving you a coach trip and transforming your school into
a theatre.
In preparation for the end of term you might like to consider ‘A
Christmas Story: Refugee’. Workshops will guide pupils on a journey of
dance, drama and discussion inspired by Anne Booth’s Christmas story
Refuge. Through learning, creating and performing movement children will
explore themes of welcome and showing kindness. Children can make
connections between Mary, Joseph and Jesus’ first journey together and
the many journeys of refugees taking place across our world today.
Delving into these rich depictions of character and events, pupils can
investigate the implications the story could have in their own lives and the
wider world.
To find out more about their literature linked, professional productions,
please contact the office:
07775 628 442 or email: touring@springs dancecompany.org.uk
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Sharing Good Practice

As promised, we have further Spirituality Strips from Deborah Godfrey
from Welton CE Academy. She tells us about one way that the school has
ensured a focus on Spiritual Development happens across the whole
curriculum.
“At Welton CE Academy, spirituality is an important part of our Christian
Ethos and opportunities for spirituality are created throughout the day
and across the curriculum. One way in which this is done is through the
use of spirituality strips. The spirituality strip marks in the children’s
books points in the school day where they have been given an opportunity
to reflect linked to their learning. This can be through discussion, a quiet
reflective moment or sometimes through a written response. The strip
ensures that all of the opportunities are recorded even where no written
response is needed. They also ensure that spirituality is a focus for both
children and staff through all aspects of school life and not only in RE
lessons. Below are a sample of spirituality strips and how they are used in
different year groups across a range of different curriculum subjects”.
Thank you so much for sharing these fantastic practices, Deborah, what
great opportunities for developing spirituality across the whole
curriculum and for being able to show links across the whole of life.
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A Year 5 Science lesson exploring pollution.
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A Year 6 lesson exploring fungi.

A Year 6 History lesson about human rights.
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A Year 4 History lesson exploring ancient civilizations and the impact
they have made.
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A Year 1 Geography lesson about continents.

16

A Year 1 lesson on the senses.
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A Year 2 Science lesson about electricity.
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