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Preamble
This document has been created to assist in our recruitment of a new
minister. It is intended to provide you with a brief overview of our
location, day-to-day life within our small group of rural parishes and how
we currently go about delivering the Gospel, along with our future
aspirations.
It is by no means exhaustive, but will, hopefully, contain enough
information to inspire you to want to learn more. At the end of this
document you will find contact details for both further enquiry and how to
apply.
Thank you for your interest.
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Introduction
The Benefice of Cranford, Grafton Underwood and Twywell in
Northamptonshire was served by the Rector, the Revd Daniel Foot, for
35 years until his retirement at the end of September 2018. Slipton was
informally added to this group in 1995.
This document has been prepared to acquaint a potential successor with
information concerning the four parish group. Although, since the
inclusion of Slipton, now not wholly a formal Benefice, we regard
ourselves as one. In general terms and for the purposes of this Profile
and Vision Statement we refer to ourselves as a ‘United Benefice’.
Cranford, combining the abutting settlements of Cranford St John and
Cranford St Andrew, has two churches. St John the Baptist’s is used for
regular worship and St Andrew’s is in the care of the Churches
Conservation Trust. Cranford is sited just to the north of the A14 trunk
road between Thrapston and Kettering.
Grafton Underwood, a village 2 miles to the north of Cranford, is served
by the Church of St James the Apostle.
Slipton, is a very small village situated 2 miles to the east of Grafton
Underwood and half a mile to the north of Twywell and is served by the
Church of St John the Baptist.
Twywell, a village 2 miles to the east of Cranford, is served by the
Church of St Nicholas.
The rectory is situated in Cranford St Andrew.
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Our Mission
Our mission is to spread the knowledge and love of God the Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ to more people within the United Benefice
and surrounding area through Church services, community activities
and communication.
We aim to do this through:

• Providing further support for each of the member Churches of
the United Benefice when needed.

• Providing regular Church services through traditional, new,
varied and dynamic service formats that provide opportunity to
attract a wider congregation.

• Exploring new ways to develop our understanding of how to live
life fully as a Christian through these services, other meeting
groups and social events.

• Providing practical support in times of need to all parts of our
communities.

• Developing a closer, long-term connection with younger people
and those with special needs.

• Being at the organisational heart of many more social activities
& community events.
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Our Vision
Our vision for the whole United Benefice is as one.

We recognise we need to address the practicalities of the new
situation that now exists within our United Benefice.

We want to develop a bold and focused vision with our new rector,
one that will bring the United Benefice still closer together and that
will inspire and invigorate us all in increasing numbers.

We want to reinforce the church as an important and dependable
pillar within the wider community.

We want to bring the Bible alive!

We want to show that the message of Jesus Christ is as relevant
today as it has been in the past. Our villages are close-knit
communities and we know that there are many who do not currently
turn to Christ in times of need. We wish to explore ways to change
this.

We believe that our church should be recognised as having a key
role in the lives of the people who live in our parishes and nearby,
contributing at the core of enrichment of community life as a whole.

We want to further develop as a caring and understanding church
which is open to all, apply it to everyday situations and help
everyone find potential for comfort, enlightenment and inspiration in
Christ’s teaching.
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How do we move our Vision forward?
Here are some of the areas that we may want to initially look at together:
• Establish a United Benefice wide Growth Action Plan
• To develop ways of providing practical and time-efficient support
for the rector.
• Modifying the Church service schedule. This could include a
review of the service timetable, developing new service formats &
themes and increasing the programme of cross-benefice services,
stimulating still greater unity alongside new or renewed interest in
the Christian faith.
• Continuing to develop the calendar alignment programme across
the whole United Benefice to best employ the time our rector has
available, and also enable directional development of our mission.
•

To develop pastoral care in the community.

• Structured and dynamic engagement with children and teenagers
through organisations such as Sunday School, Cranford CofE
Primary School, The Girl Guide Association and other local young
persons organisations.
• To focus on those with special needs.
• Maximising all existing and planned resources available across the
United Benefice for mutual benefit.
• Harness developing technology to spread our mission and
advertise our organised activities through social media and
emerging communication channels.
• Develop an inspirational and easily updateable web presence.
Possibly a single United Benefice format.
• Access opportunities provided by local developments such as the
new Kettering East Development.
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The United Benefice and Surrounding Area
Our United Benefice falls within the Deanery of Kettering in Northamptonshire
which is part of the Diocese of Peterborough. It comprises an informal alliance
of four rural parishes in rolling countryside which lie to the north of the A14
trunk road and fall between the market towns of Kettering to the west, and
Thrapston to the east. Although our situation is rural, it is within a region of
significant growth.
Kettering (4 miles) provides for all local services needs including private and
NHS hospital facilities. Once populated, the new Kettering East development
will provide substantial opportunity for growth within our church as it lies within
the local area, to the west of Cranford. The new shopping and leisure village at
Rushden Lakes (9 miles) is within the locality as is the county town of
Northampton (20 miles) with its usual facilitation, boot and shoe heritage, cultural
quarter, museums, theatres and first-class sports. Further afield, Milton Keynes,
Peterborough, Cambridge and Leicester are all within very easy reach.
Road and rail networks are excellent with the A14 trunk road connecting to the
M1/M6 interchange to the west (26 miles) and the A1 to the east (18 miles).
Mainline rail stations at Kettering (5 miles) and Wellingborough (10 miles) offer
connections to London St Pancras International (from 50 mins) and Leicester
(from 23 mins).
Primary education is provided for at the Cranford CofE School (situated near to
St John’s Church) and Hayfield Cross CofE Primary School in the close-by
Kettering East Development. Secondary schools and sixth form colleges
include Bishop Stopford CofE School in Kettering which has a very high
reputation. Private education is available at Oundle, Wellingborough,
Uppingham and Oakham amongst others within the area.
Good pubs, restaurants and tea-rooms are a feature of several local villages
and nearby towns.
Footpaths and bridleways in the area are plentiful and the regionally important
Twywell Hills and Dales Country Park is a favoured spot for walking.
Alternatively, Europe’s largest man-made lake at Rutland Water, Rockingham
Forest and Salcey Forest offer more diverse landscapes nearby.
Northamptonshire, the county of ‘’Spires and Squires’, is rich in historical
buildings and sites with examples such as Althorpe, Boughton House (home of
the Greenbelt festival), Castle Ashby, Fotheringhay, Naseby and Rockingham
Castle all nearby.
Many first class facilities for sports including county cricket, premiership
football, premiership rugby, golf, sailing, equestrian, aviation and international
motor racing are all available within the area.
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The Rectory
The Rectory
2 Reception Rooms
Study
Kitchen
Cloakroom with WC
Utility Room
3 Double Bedrooms
1 Single Bedroom
Family Bathroom
WC
Single Garage

The Rectory is a substantial, individually designed, detached family
house built of brick with a tiled roof, dating from 1960 by Potters of
Wellingborough and is situated in a desirable location on Rectory Hill in
the village of Cranford St Andrew. Undergoing refurbishment it is to be
offered in excellent condition throughout.
On the ground floor there is an entrance hall, a large (30ft approx.)
sitting room, separate dining room, study/office, a cloakroom with WC
and hand basin.
The spacious kitchen houses an oil-fired boiler which provides central
heating and hot water to the whole house. A utility room leads off the
kitchen and to the back door.
Upstairs are the master bedroom (with hand basin) and two further
double bedrooms. Additionally, there is one single bedroom, a large
family bathroom, a separate WC and an airing cupboard housing a hot
water cistern and an immersion heater.
Outside there are private gardens to the front and side mainly laid to
lawn with established flowering trees and shrubs. A paved area extends
from outside the back door for the full width of the house. Additionally,
there is a south-facing patio with paved steps to the lawn.
Adjoining the house is a brick built single garage.
The house and garden together form a plot of approx. 0.25 of an acre.
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Cranford Parish Profile

The Church of St John the Baptist, Cranford

The Parish
Cranford parish lies 4 miles to the east of Kettering.
The area surrounding Cranford was mined for iron ore between 1873 and 1969
and provided much employment at that time with the landscape still showing
evidence of this past activity.
Although administratively now one village, Cranford is actually two parishes
divided by the Alledge Brook which separates Cranford St John from Cranford St
Andrew, each of which had their own Church.
In 1996, after spending 42 years as a chapel of ease, St Andrew’s Church
passed into the care of The Churches Conservation Trust. Therefore, effectively,
the Church of St John the Baptist is now the only active Church in the village with
St Andrew’s Church only used for a few services and other special events each
year.
The village consists mainly of stone-built properties, many dating back to the
C17th century and which form part of the estate of the Robinson family who live
in the C18th Hall.
The 2011 census recorded a population of 422.
The village also has a Church of England primary school (granted academy
status in 2017), the Old Forge café, the popular Red Lion public house and a very
busy village hall. A Coffee Group, the Women’s Institute and Over 60s Club meet
there monthly. Additionally, Cream Teas in the summer, a Christmas lunch for
OAPs, a weekly library event, a monthly Men’s Lunch Club and many other social
events add to the village hall schedule.
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The Church
The oldest surviving parts of St John’s Church date back to the C12th
and much of the original Norman work can be seen, especially in the
north arcade. It has been adapted to become more user friendly and
now incorporates a small kitchen and a washroom/ WC with disabled
access. There is also a specially created room behind the choir stalls
that serves as a smaller, separate meeting place.
The Church can accommodate 185 in pews and 221 by utilising the
choir stalls and loose chairs.
Music is provided for by a pipe organ and a piano.
The churchyard at St John’s was extended in 1996/7 and at the present
rate of burial has space for about a further 30 - 40 years.
There are 48 names on the church electoral roll.

Church Services
St John’s has a Church Service every Sunday.
This is either Holy Communion at 8:00am or 9:15am, Morning Prayer at
11:00am or Evening Prayer at 6:00pm.
Other than Family Services all our services are as prescribed in either
BCP or CW.
Currently, the average Sunday attendance is approximately14.
Occasionally, other Special Services are held, such as the Sunrise
Service on New Year’s Day. Starting in Church with a prayer and a
hymn, the congregation then moves to the top of a local hill to watch the
sun rise. Another prayer and hymn is followed by breakfast in the home
of a parishioner or in the Church. The Special Service programme could
be expanded to accommodate other similar opportunities.
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The congregation of
a recent ‘Sunrise
Service’
celebrate
the appearance of
the first dawn of the
New Year on a
nearby hill

Organisation and Groups
The Parochial Church Council (PCC) is supported by teams of cleaners
and flower arrangers. Occasional concerts are held in the Church either
in aid of Church funds or specified charities.
If funds permit, the PCC may, from time to time, decide to make
donations to other causes.
The six bells in the Church tower are rung regularly for practice by the
United Benefice bell-ringers and at all principal festivals and weddings.
There is also a Church based Bible Study Group.
St John’s Church participates annually in the well-known Ride and Stride
event to raise funds for the Northamptonshire Historic Churches Trust.

A team effort to assemble poppy garlands to adorn the gate of St John the Baptist,
Cranford
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Grafton Underwood Parish Profile

The Church of St James the Apostle,
Grafton Underwood

The Parish
Grafton Underwood is a picturesque village with a brook running through its
centre, alongside the road.
Mainly constructed of stone, often thatched, there are 62 houses. Around half of
these are let by the Duke of Buccleuch, whose family seat at Boughton House
flanks the north western side of the village. The village population is
approximately 120, being a mixture of families, retired couples and single
residency.
The parish was home to RAF Grafton Underwood from 1941 to 1959 and hosted
USAAF heavy bombers for much of WW2, with many significant actions of that
war originating from the airfield. The bond established with those American
families at that time remains very strong to this day.
Grafton Underwood has the Church, a highly-rated small bistro and a village hall.
The village hall has its own active committee which organises many events
throughout the year; hosting both church and wider community events such as
social evenings, crafts, an annual village breakfast and the recently introduced,
and hugely successful, ‘Graftonbury’ Festival alongside private functions.
Those of us who have enjoyed the Bridget Jones films will remember Grafton
Underwood as that quintessential English village where Bridget’s parents lived!
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The Church
The Church of St James the Apostle is reached by crossing one of the
five bridges of the Alledge Brook. It has stood on this site for 800 years
and is listed Grade 1 by Historic England. Since then there have been
many additions, alterations and major repairs. The Tower and the Nave
are Norman, as are the Arcades of the North Aisle. The South Aisle
Arcades are carved in the new English style.
The Chancel is C14th and has a beautiful sedilia and piscina.
The attractive East Window has canopied niches on each side, with
those on the north side being a vertical pair. There is a small ‘Lepers
Squint’, in the south-east corner.
The lower half of the C15th Chancel Screen remains.
The oak pulpit is C18th and there is a medieval Font.
In the North Chapel is a table tomb of Lady Gertrude Fitzpatrick.
The pipe organ, one of four remaining in the UK by Schulze, was
installed in 1997.

This South Aisle
window preserves the
memory of the men of
the USAAF 384th
Bomb Group who flew
from Grafton
Underwood Airfield
during WW2 and is a
noted attraction

Three new windows to the chancel by Tom Denny, the respected
stained glass designer, have recently been installed. These new
windows follow the South Aisle 384th BG Memorial Window of 1983 and
have led to an increased interest in our Church building.
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Church Services
Services are currently held weekly at 11:00am and usually cycle monthly
through Family Half Hour, Holy Communion, Family Worship and
Morning Prayer. At present our most popular services are our family
services run mainly by lay people:
Family Half Hour. Introduced in 2004, these services fall on the first
Sunday of the month. Although originally aimed at the young people of
the village, it has become a popular service attracting people of all ages
and numbers of 50 or more occasionally.
With participant and guest storytellers, the story of the Bible unfolds
month by month, delivered in a way that encompasses the newness of it
all for the very young but still captures the imagination and gives food for
thought for the not so young.
Utilising hymns with actions, shakers for the toddlers, familiar tunes and
sometimes a new one to learn. When we come together in prayer it is
led by the children and teenagers.
We have an Anniversary BBQ. Birthdays are celebrated and notices
announced, followed by refreshments for all and crafts for the children.
There is a seasonal element to these services. Harvest is celebrated
with a shared lunch in the seasonally decorated village hall or as a fundraising event for Compass Children’s Charity. In November it is at this
service when the Samaritans Purse, Shoe Box Appeal is brought
together. In December we focus on the Nativity with many progressing
from first steps as a shepherd to narrating roles over the years.

An enthusiastic
group re-enact
the nativity at a
Family Half
Hour services
at St James’
Church
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Family Worship. This service is held on the third Sunday in each month
mainly for teenagers to adults. This service bridges the gap between a
simplified introduction to the Bible and Morning Prayer or Holy
Communion services.
Family worship services provide deeper motivation that encourages us
to further explore our Christian faith.
Morning Prayer and Holy Communion. Morning Prayer is held on the
second and Holy Communion on the fourth Sundays of the month.
These services follow the Common Worship (2000) format and attract
many from outside the parish and although there are some children
present, the congregation is largely adult. More traditional than the
family services, they provide a familiarity that some of our congregation
seek. The Eucharist service especially so.
As with all other Sunday services, refreshments follow.
Organisation and Groups
“As a first time visitor to a service at Grafton Underwood, I was lucky enough to be
invited with my daughter to the harvest lunch after the service, at the village hall.
This was the first of many events to which I was welcomed. Opportunities arose to
become more involved with the many facets of this very special village church.”

The above reflection was made by Heather Ives who has become a very
active member of the PCC and shows the appeal of the Grafton
Underwood Church community.
St James’ is the hub of the United Benefice effort to fill shoeboxes for
the Samaritan’s Purse Charity. Over 1000 boxes have been sent since
this initiative commenced.
It also supports the Compass Children’s Charity.
There is a Church Cleaning Rota, Flower Group and Home Group.
The United Benefice bell-ringers ring for practice and at all principal
festivals and weddings.
Fundraising activities include a programme of four concerts in the
Church annually (which draw good levels of support from the wider area)
and also the Summer Cream Teas an annual event held on the Sundays
of August. St James’ Church also features in the Ride and Stride event
to raise funds for the Northamptonshire Historic Churches Trust.
Alongside the regular rotas for church cleaning, flowers and grass
mowing, the PCC leads an annual churchyard clean up and any other
required group activities.
Amongst these is the ongoing effort to plot out the location and
identification of all the graves in the churchyard.
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Slipton Parish Profile

The Church of St John the Baptist, Slipton

The Parish
Slipton is a small rural village situated to the north-west of the historic market
town of Thrapston. It consists of about 30 houses, constructed mainly of stone.
Situated on the edge of the Drayton Estate which formerly owned many of the
farms and cottages within the village, its influence remains with a few properties
and much of the surrounding farmland still owned and let by the estate.
Slipton has a population of around 90 who are mainly working or retired couples
although there is a number of young families recently moved into the village. It
has a very strong community spirit. As there is no village or Church hall, the
Church is used as the community building.

The Church
St John the Baptist Church is situated in a beautiful spot about a quarter
of a mile outside the village amongst fields and trees and accessed by a
grassed path and a narrow lane. St John’s is notable for being the home
church of the Christian Martyr, the Blessed Peter Wright who was
executed at Tyburn in the seventeenth century.
It is a very small but highly attractive medieval stone building which can
seat up to about 60 worshippers.
The Church fabric is in good condition. Musically accompaniment for
services is provided by a small French pedal organ in the chancel and
also a larger electronic organ sited at the west end of the nave which is
played by both local and visiting organists.
Slipton is committed to the overall benefice strategy.
There are approximately 20 members on the church electoral roll.
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Church Services
During the year, morning and evening services are held regularly in
accordance with the United Benefice schedule using both traditional and
modern language forms of worship. We have one Eucharist service a
month, usually on the first Sunday at 11:00am. Evening Prayer, held on
the third Sunday at 6:00pm in the summer months with Morning Prayer
at 11:00am in the Winter Months because of the limited exterior lighting
around the church.
Regular Church service attendances average 10, with major festivals
such as Easter, Harvest and Christmas attracting more, often to full
capacity.

Organisations and Groups

A healthy
number of
volunteers
for one of
our regular
Church &
Churchyard
Working
Parties

The Church and Churchyard are maintained in good condition by a
sizeable working party of parishioners which includes members of the
regular congregation, others of different faiths and some non-believers.
They take a very active role in decorating and cleaning the Church,
maintaining the churchyard and the fabric of the building structure. Many
are also instrumental in fund-raising to support the refurbishment
programme which has ensured that the Church is kept clean, welcoming,
and well maintained in its beautiful setting.
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As there is no other community building within the village, parishioners
use the Church for suitable social purposes in aid of Church funds such
as ‘bring and buy’ sales and the popular Harvest Supper, held
immediately after the Harvest Festival service.
Slipton has recently introduced a roving Safari Supper Evening which,
along with an associated raffle, generates a substantial sum of money
for Church funds. It is our intention to make this very well supported
community-embracing evening an annual event.

A charity bring
and buy sale
held in St John
the Baptist
Church, Slipton.
Just one of
several annual
community
events held in
the Church.
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Twywell Parish Profile

The Church of St Nicholas, Twywell

The Parish
Twywell, from Twowelle (meaning two wells) dates back to the Iron Age. As with
Cranford and Slipton, ironstone quarrying and mining in the C19th and early C20th
have left their mark on the surrounding landscape- most noticeably at the Twywell
Hills & Dales Country Park in the west of the parish. Small in size and linear in
shape, it runs gently down the slope of the hill on which it sits. Properties are a mix
of styles from C16th farmhouses, Victorian stone & brick cottages to a few more
recent residences. Most are owner occupied. Twywell has been granted
conservation village status by the local authority. This reflects the largely undeveloped nature of the village which still has a working farm at its centre. Twywell
has approximately 176 inhabitants, including 16 in the adjacent hamlet of
Woodwell. There is a strong community spirit focused around the Church, the Old
Friar public house, the working farm, the Girl Guide Association’s facility at
MacQueen House or simply among the villagers themselves. With no village hall
the Church is the only community building.
Situated in a quiet backwater location this village truly is a hidden rural gem.
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The Church
The Church of St Nicholas dates back to the C12th, possibly earlier, but
has been much altered over the centuries, most particularly in the mid
C19th. There are six bells which are rung regularly. The Church also has
a recently refurbished set of 21 hand bells. In 1859, the condition of the
church was described as “very bad”, but is now deemed “excellent”.
There is a refurbished pipe-organ and vestry. As yet there are no servery
or restroom facilities.
Twywell Church has a strong connection with overseas missionary work.
St Nicholas was under the stewardship of the Rev. Horace Waller, antislavery activist and Central African missionary from 1874-1895. Waller
was a companion of Dr. David Livingstone and was entrusted with
documenting the latter’s last journals after his death with the support of
his faithful African companions, Susi and Chuma, who bound and
brought Livingstone’s body back to England. Waller was also a
companion of General Gordon of Khartoum. Gordon gave three small
stones from Calvary to him which remain in the Church today. A tangible
legacy of Waller’s work are the exquisitely carved choir stalls depicting
shackled slaves and African animals being released by the light of Jesus
Christ.
The number on the most recent electoral role has increased to 42.
Church Services
Currently, there are fortnightly services in Twywell with Holy Communion
being held on the second Sunday of the month and Morning Prayer
being held on the fourth Sunday of the month. Both of these are usually
at 9:15am. Occasionally, at a major festival, a Songs of Praise format of
alternate hymns and readings is held in early evening. At these services
parishioners are invited to participate with their own chosen, appropriate
content and therefore are very engaged on a personal level. As a result,
these services have become very well attended.
Regular Church service attendances average 12, with major festivals
attracting around 40-60.
There is a recent move to structure some services around long-lost rural
festivals within the yearly calendar (e.g. Lammas) to reconnect us with
our roots. This is something which provides added seasonal interest,
and maybe some curiosity, but it does provide a different opportunity to
share the Gospel with others and it has seen a modest improvement in
congregation numbers.
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Organisation and Groups
The Parochial Church Council (PCC) is very active and forward thinking.
Conscious that there is no servery or restroom facilities, fundraising is
being restructured to lay a foundation for facilitating opportunity for this
as well as enabling a more robust approach to the fabric needs
generally. The PCC believes that if the Church becomes a parish hub
building then this will open up the opportunity to engage with those who
are not in the regular congregation. There is some evidence of this
having started to happen already with the Parish Council seeking to
support the Church where possible and holding regular meetings within
it. There is also a recent parish-wide liaison policy to help share
information and funding opportunities with different groups. This
engagement has also delivered an increased interest in the Church and,
importantly, our mission.
Currently, the principal Church fundraising event is the Twywell Festival
weekend in June. Whereas this was once a simple, traditional flower
festival, over the past few years it has been reinvented to include a
themed fete, dancing, dog show, dressage event, evening BBQ and a
classic car meet alongside the traditional flower festival and teas. This
change has seen record numbers of visitors and sums raised for Church
funds. It has a huge level of parish support and contribution.

Busy stalls and cream teas at the Manor House. The more traditional elements of
the Twywell Festival weekend

The United Benefice bell-ringers regularly ring at Twywell, whether
practicing or for service needs.
St Nicholas Church participates annually in Northamptonshire Historic
Churches Trust Ride and Stride event.
Flowers, Church cleaning, grass mowing and fabric maintenance is
carried out by individuals, partnerships or teams of committed
parishioners. Festival flowers, window decorations and festival weekend
tasks are contributed to by a greater number from the wider community.
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The Community Events Team (CET) is an independent Twywell group
organising social events and is working closely with the PCC to align
events, where appropriate, for mutual benefit; recognising the
importance of the Church’s mission and also St. Nicholas Church as the
only community building in the parish.
One such example is the Candlelit Carol Service which is held alongside
the CET Christmas tree lighting event – thus attracting greater numbers
to both events.
The Girl Guide Association has its learning facility, MacQueen House, in
the village and it is hoped that we can develop our engagement with this
organisation to build a stronger relationship generally, and with the
younger members in particular.

The Christmas tree
installation on the
village Green.
A seasonal delight
which stimulates a
Christian focus and
has encouraged multigroup co-operation,
benefiting the Church

An annual ‘Safari Supper’, introduced in 2017 in aid of Church funds is
proving to be very popular.
Coffee mornings are held once a month in the homes of residents, on a
rota basis in aid of a designated charity. They are well supported and
around £600 is raised annually.
We contribute to the national Christmas Shoebox collection which is run
in conjunction with the other parishes in our United Benefice.
The village maintains a community facebook page, the Twywell Zone, to
promote social events and interaction in the community. This includes all
Church activities. We are looking to update the Church internet
presence to make it more relevant and engaging, enabling the word of
the Lord to be presented in a locally relevant, easy to reach way.
23

Our Current Services
Church services are structured several months in advance. If a service
overlap exists it is because at least one service is led by a lay reader or
visiting minister. Each parish focuses the service style and format
individually- recognising their own strengths and the needs or desires of
their own parish community. This fluidity helps us promote the word of
the Lord in a way that is current, topical, relevant and frequently
available. The variation of services on offer throughout the United
Benefice ensures there is a balance of services that engage with small
children through to the more senior members of our community alike.
Once or twice every calendar year each parish hosts a cross-benefice
service that includes contributions (such as readings) from other
member parishes. This often coincides with a fifth Sunday in a month so
as not to impact on the regular service schedule.
During interregnum each parish arranges its service times around lay
minister and lay reader availability. The timetable can be adjusted to
accommodate the needs of our incoming incumbent.
The typical current service timetable is shown below;

Cranford Grafton U Slipton
st

1 Sunday
2nd Sunday
3rd Sunday
4th Sunday
5th Sunday

Holy
Communion
8:00am
All Age
Worship
10:15am
Holy
Communion
9.15am
Evening
Prayer
6:00pm

Family
Half-hour
11:00am
Morning
Prayer
11:00am
Family
Worship
11:00am
Holy
Communion
11:00am

Twywell

Holy
Communion
11:00am
Holy
Communion
9:15am
Evening
Prayer
6:00pm **
Morning
Prayer
9:15am

Cross-benefice Service ( all parishes, in rotation )

(** Morning Prayer at 11:00am in the winter months)
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Media
Church History
Each parish Church produces its own literature for visitors. These are
often in pamphlet form and covering topics such as architectural features
along with important local historical events and notable people.
Together Magazine
A bi-monthly parish news magazine, Together, is distributed to all
households throughout the United Benefice and to subscribers beyond.
It is also made available in digital form on parish websites where
possible.
Together contains topical messages from clergy and the Diocese
alongside details of service schedules, news, future events and past
event reports for each parish. It is supported by local advertising and a
voluntary subscription scheme. It is a most valuable means of
communicating Church and wider parish information around the United
Benefice.

The bi-monthly magazine ‘Together’ is
the only news and information
publication for some villages in the
United Benefice.

Internet Presence
Each parish has a listing on the Church of England webpage ‘A Church
near You’. However, information is basic and would benefit from
updating. Some parishes have a presence within their own Parish
Council website. It may be the right time to launch a United Benefice
Website with some individual pages for each parish Church to manage.
This also applies to email contacts which are currently independently
structured, where they exist.
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Clerical Support Overview

The United Benefice is within the
Diocese of the Bishop of Peterborough,
the Right Revd. Donald Allister.

The United Benefice is supervised
by the Archdeacon of Oakham, the
Venerable Gordon Steele.

Day-to-day administration is directed
by the Rural Dean of Kettering, the
Revd. Canon Hannah Jeffery, who is
assisted by the Lay Chair, Peter
Jackson.
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Additional Support
There are a number of retired clergy, lay ministers and lay preachers
who lead or assist services within our United Benefice.
They have built good relationships with our congregations and PCCs
and have shown a willingness to assist the incumbent in meeting the
service schedule.
Each parish is supported by its own PCC which meet regularly
throughout the calendar year. With the current exception of Slipton, each
has one or two Church Wardens, a Secretary, a Treasurer and several
members.
Because of the small size of the community in Slipton, the regular
congregation are de facto members of the PCC. Also, there is no Church
Warden and in the absence of one the Church is run by the lay Chair of
the PCC and a member of the PCC nominated as the United Benefice
Representative together with a Secretary and Treasurer, all under the
guidance of the Rural Dean. This format has worked well since it was
adopted.
The four Churches have operated relatively independently historically.
More recently, the Church Wardens along with other parish
representatives hold joint United Benefice meetings giving a unified
focus, minimising duplication, aiding calendar alignment and
encouraging greater cohesion. The results of this changed approach are
very positive.
We actively encourage and are keen to support members of our United
Benefice where they feel called to lay reader or worship leader training.

27

Our Finances
With a combined population of around 800 (including minors) within our
four small rural parishes, our ability to raise our parish share
contributions is a recognised challenge.
Recent years have brought a new focus on fundraising in varied and
innovative ways and we are now raising sufficient income to cover the
cost of a part-time or House for Duty incumbent.
In addition to regular giving we hold a growing number of varied fundraising events throughout the year. We are also fortunate to have
several generous individuals within the United Benefice who provide
additional financial support.
Each Church also raises ring-fenced funds for maintenance of the fabric
and Church property. This has ensured the buildings are kept in a good
state of repair.
For each of the four parishes, the PCC Treasurer manages both the
general and fabric funds.
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A vacancy for you?
The United Benefice has historically been served by a full-time
incumbent. However, we recognise that with financial costs rising and
with a small population within our boundary it is difficult to consistently
generate sufficient income to justify a continuation of this arrangement.
Therefore, we are seeking a part-time or House for Duty incumbent. This
will be financially sustainable whilst also enabling a sufficient level of
ministry to cover essential services and support that a benefice of our
size requires.
We are keen to welcome a person who relishes the chance to make a
tangible difference through their leadership qualities. In small
communities such as ours it is desirable that the clergy has a wide view
of the church and its real potential.
In particular, we are looking for someone who:
• Has the energy, vision and leadership qualities to focus our
identified mission to communicate the Gospel to a small rural
community.
• Is sensitive, compassionate and committed to the importance of
pastoral care across the United Benefice.
• Is sympathetic to old, new and untried styles of worship.
• Is young at heart and able to relate easily to all age groups.
• Is willing to immerse themselves in all aspects of our rural
community life.
• Can maximise the benefit of collaborative engagement with other
clergy in the clerical support structure and wider church.
• Has an ability to manage time and resources to maximum
potential.
• Can prepare and deliver service content in a way that is fresh,
relevant, appealing and engaging to all.
We are looking for an incumbent to lead approximately eight Sunday or
celebratory services per month, together with two days a week pastoral
care or other mission duties.
Occasional baptisms, weddings and funeral services would form part of
the normal duties.
You would be supported by a worship leader (resident in Cranford) and
also retired local clergy who have a history of taking services for us,
particularly at Grafton Underwood and Slipton.
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The position suits an ordained minister with independent financial
security, wishing to live in a beautiful, rural (but very accessible) location
and who relishes working part-time in a traditional Anglican environment,
leading a well-established and highly-motivated United Benefice group
of Churches within a welcoming and supportive community.

Taking the Next Step
We are energised and enthusiastic. We believe that our pathway has led
us to recognise greater achievement exists through a single vision. Your
leadership can provide the focus necessary for our ongoing
development. We are realistic about the benefits (and the limitations) of
working within a small rural church environment.
For more information or to further discuss any aspect of this role, please
contact the Rural Dean of Kettering, the Revd. Canon Hannah Jeffery,
on 01536 660415 or by email at revhj@outlook.com

Application Details
If you are inspired to want to lead us spiritually, please obtain an
application form from the Archdeacon of Oakham, the Venerable Gordon
Steele by email at archdeacon.oakham@peterborough-diocese.org.uk

Thank you.
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