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nN1.9 million children I n the
UK are struggling with
learning to talk and
understand words, the
highest number ever
recorded. This equates to
20% of all pupils
throughout the UK and 1
In 5 of our school aged
children. o
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to vocabulary.

Research also shows us that vocabulary size relates to academic success

We know children will have had a wide variation in their exposure to vocabulary § A
and level of experiences whilst being at home with their families, some children
will understand more and know more because of the quality and quantity of
interactions they have already had. However some children will start nursery
and school with a poor understanding of language

Thereforeexposure to vocabularyt nursery is key this could be through
stories, songs, rhymes but most importantly our general interaction.

It is our role to identify which children will need extra suppewhat are the
children's starting points, then consider and plan for their next step. Nothing we
do should happen by chance or because we think it will be nice.

This is where the Evidence store can be really helpful to teachers and staff
within school.
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Support for education professionals > Evidence for the early years > Early Years Evidence Store

Early Years Evidence Store

Support to help you put evidence-informed approaches into practice.

Developed to support the DIE’s Stronger Practice Hubs programme, the Evidence
Store has been designed to support Stronger Practice Hubs work with early years
providers, but it can be used by everyone working in the early years.
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Key themes The Evidence Store currently includes four key themes. These areas
have been prioritised due to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on
children’s learning and experiences in these areas. More themes will be

added over time.

The next theme will be Self-Regulation and Executive Function.

Early Years Evidence Store Early Years Evidence Store Early Years Evidence Store Early Years Evidence Store
Communication and Personal Social and Early Literacy Early Mathematics
Language Emotional Development ) )
Approaches and practices to support Approaches and practices to support

Approaches and practices to support Approaches and practices to support literacy in the early years mathematics in the early years
Communication and Language Personal, Social and Emotional
development in the Early Years development in the Early Years

Approaches Approaches Approaches Approaches
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Communication and Language

Approaches and practices to support communication and language development

in the early years.

Approaches for supporting communication and language development

-

Communication and Language 1. Teaching and Modelling 2. Teaching and Modelling 3. Interactive Reading 4. Teaching through
Overview Vocabulary Language Collaborative Talk
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What dotherEducational-programmestin:the
EYEStStatutory Framework say aboutrnteractions”.

Communication and Language
/ KA f R NDayiddgrth intéradtions from an early age form the foundations for language and cognitive
development The number and quality of the conversations they have with adults and peers throughout the day

in a languageich environment is crucial. By commenting on what children are interested in or doing and echoing
back what they say with new vocabulary added, practitioners will build children's language effectively.

Personal, social and emotional development
Underpinning their personal development are the important attachments that shape their social world. Strong,

warm and supportive relationships with adults enable children to learn how to understand their own feelings and
those of others. These attachments and supportive relationships are built through positive interactions.
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Again evidence tells us that activities are not enough.

Our curriculum within EYFS should focus on:
1) Building vocabulary and language structure
2) Providing opportunities for children to use new vocabulary
and language structures.

These things can only happen through high quality interactions

oRelationships are key for effective learning to tdk# | O S
W KAt RNBY ySSR G2 ¥FSSt al ¥S:

cAll children need a special someone within schpsbmeone who
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Teaching should not be taken to imply a top down or formal way of working.

It is a broad term that covers the many different ways in which adults help young children learn.

It includes their interactions with children during planned and cmltdated play and activities; communicating and
modelling language; showing, explaining, demonstrating, exploring ideas; encouraging, questioning, recalling;

providing a narrative for what they are doing; facilitating and setting challenges.

It takes account of the equipment adults provide and the attention given to the physical environment, as well as the
structure and routines of the day that establish expectations.
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