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1.  INSPECTOR  

 

1.1  Clinton Mysleyko BA Architecture (Oxford Brookes), BSc (Hons) Arch Tech (Northumbria) 

 

Fitz Architects Ltd 

6 Pier Point, Marine Walk, Roker, Sunderland, SR6 0PP 

0191 5637025 

office@fitzarchitects.co.uk  

 

Weather: Cold, sunny and dry. Inspection date 10.11.2023. 

 

 

2.  BACKGROUND AND GENERAL  

 

2.1 Church: St Thomas Church, Petersfield Road, Sunderland, SR4 9BD 

 

Wearmouth Deanery 

 

Rev. Katherine Bagnall 

 

 

GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE CHURCH 

 

2.2 The church is located in Pennywell, a residential housing estate in the south of 

Sunderland. A vicarage lies at the corner of Parkhurst and Petersfield Road and the 

Church is situated to the south.  

 

The garden and allotment are to the south and east. 

 

Built in 1951 to designs by Francis Johnson FRIBA of Bridlington. 
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The floor area of the church is approx. 410 sqm.  

 

The church is not Listed and isnôt in a conservation area.  

 

Large open plan nave and chancel. The former open porch entrance has been enclosed 

with a new double door.  

 

The west end entrance comprises an entrance lobby with small community shop to the 

south side, store and a disabled WC to the north side. 

 

A new tower was installed against the eastern most rear buildings of the rear vestry in 

1964/5.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Site identified above in red 
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Site identified above in red 

 

Externally the church walls are constructed from buff rough-faced brick, concrete heads 

and cills. Cavity wall construction. 

 

The windows are a mainly galvanised metal with Perspex infills.  

 

The roofs are pitched, on steel trusses and covered with single roll clay tiles. The bell 

tower roof is lead clad.  

 

Walls are plastered internally.  

 

Floors are solid with wood blocks to the nave and Lady Chapel and Chancel, with PVC 

tiles to the Sanctuary and Ancillary rooms. The meeting room is carpeted. The office area 

in the mezzanine first floor is carpeted.  

 

There is no graveyard. 
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GENERAL PHOTOGRAPHS 
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3.  SCOPE OF THE REPORT  

 

3.1 A visual inspection of the church was carried out but only undertaken from ground-level. 

Binoculars were used for roof inspections externally. No loft spaces or areas that were 

inaccessible, enclosed or covered were not opened or any floor coverings lifted. 

 

3.2  The inspection did not involve a structural survey of the Church. If it is apparent that 

specialist structural advice should be sought; this is identified in the report.  

 

3.3   The following inaccessible parts were not included in this inspection:  

a. Any voids below floor.  

b. All roofs coverings at height.  

c. Roof structures.  

d. Drains.  

e. Gutters, flashings etc that couldnôt be seen from the ground.   

f. The bell tower was locked and inaccessible.  

 

3.4 No manhole covers were lifted, or drains checked.  

 

3.6  This report describes defects noticed. It is not a written specification or programme of 

works and should not be used for obtaining quotations from builders / contractors. An 

indication of likely repairs costs is included, but it must be understood that the scope of 

repair work is undefined, and no measurements have been taken, so the figures are no 

more than `educated guesses' and should not be relied upon beyond the purpose of 

indicating the likely spending commitment to maintain the property to a high standard.  
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4.  PREVIOUS REPORT, RECENT REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE WORKS 

 

4.1  The previous report was prepared by Beaumont-Brown Architects on the 15th March 2017.  

 

4.2 The log book was available on-site with works from 2016. Recent quotes / invoices were 

inside.  

 

4.3  Since the last report various services, gutters cleans and roof repairs have taken place.  

 

4.4 Annual checking of service installations and maintenance tasks carried out:  

a. Boiler servicing  

b. Fire extinguisher serviced  

c. Roof inspection  

d. Clearing leaves and debris out of rainwater goods  
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5.  GENERAL CONDITION  

 

ROOF COVERINGS 

 

5.1 The main roof is pitched and covered with red single roll clay tiles with wet mortar clay 

ridge and UPVC dry verge system. The verge system is coming away from tiles and 

requires re-alignment.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The tiles are in reasonable condition with various slipped or broken tiles being replaced 

with new over the last few years. There are a couple of tiles currently that have slipped to 

the rear.  

 


