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Fair Weather

A Brief description of the building

B Scope breport

1 Schedule of works carried out since last inspection, includir
items of emergency @air
2 General conditions

External Inspection:

3 Roof coverings

4 Rainwater goods & disposal systems
5 Below ground drainage

6 Walls & structure

7 Exterior dors / frames

8 Windows
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9 Roofstructure, ceilings etc.
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18 Fre precautions
19 | Disabled access
20 Bats
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Al Backgroundand General:
The Church of SiMary Magdalene is situated centrally in the village of Medomsley, immediately north of the
forked junction of roads B6310 and B6308 about 2 miles northeast of Consett and 13 miles northwest of D
City.
Ordnance SurveyeR NZ 118 544
General Description of Church

A2 The Church is of 3century origin and was completely rebuilt in 1878 but sections of the stone walls of the
south nave, chancel and chancel arch were left in situ.

A3 The roof appees to have been originally an almost flat lead covered roof but the rebuilding of the Church in
resulted in a steeply pitched stone slated roof, which was agasated in 1965

A4 The roof internally is in the form of a fagéded barrel vault,imber boarded, to the nave and chancel.

S\JOB FILEQuinquennial Inspections and ChurchiE#s59 St. Mary Magdalene Church,
MedomsleyDocument$1559.110419.HM.NBQuinguennial Report No. 2, Ap?i019.doc



A5 The single pitched north aisle roof (continuing down from the north nave pitch) is also boarded

A6 The walls are of stone, plastered internally but with window dodr surrounds and arches left exposed in
dressed stone.

A7 Pine block flooring occurs under the nave and choir pgwsv removedwith cement floors in the organ
chamber and aisles. Walkwadyad carpet along the nave walkway with chancel and imitagi@nquet flooring
(sheet linoleum) in the vestry.

A8 The vestry is located at the northeast corner with interior door from the chancel and an exterior door on th¢
wall. Built in cupboards, sink, chest and safe are provided.

A9 The organ chamber is at the east end of the north aisle with lean to roof continuing from the aisle.
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A10

A new meeting room and toilet was added to the west end of the north aisle in 2003 with glazed screens ir
under the two end arches amalreturn end screen. A kitchenette is provided in the meeting roombiniléin
cupboard. The toilet has an entrance lobby and provides disabled facilities and a baby change drop benc
meet current standards. Cost of project £90,629.17 excl. fees.

A1l | Alow-pressurehot water installation distributes heat via large bore flow and return cast iron pipes around th
perimeter of the Church, with occasional radiators, all operated from a gas fired boiler in the basement bel
vestry. There are redundant oil storage tanks housed in a bricked off compartment adjabent. is a separate
HwW/radiator system to the new meeting room and toilet
From observationsoil-filled radiators to meeting room and behind altar, and radiant heatijaeent to organist
may suggest eithesystemaunder capacity or long run up times for heating

Al12 | Electricity is supplied to the Church via an overhead cable to the vestry.

Al13 | A large graveyard surrounds the Church.

Al4 | A wide tarmac pathway affosdaccess from the south boundary gate to the porch and a branch pathway of

crushed hardcore leads from the porch eastwards to the vestry external entrance
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Al15 | A bellcote, housing two bells, is situated at the apex of the west gable.
N

Al6 It is understood that the pulpit and lectern were made in timber from the original church.

A17 | There is reference to the Churahti S@&y SNR& W. dzAf RAy3a 2F 9y 3t yRQJ
G{G® al NBE al 3RIFIfSyS> myTy 0 &l hdwevdriskxtalenVEE & ¥ril fith theee
isolated stepped lancets, shafted inside with skhafgs), the keeled arch mouldings slightly trefoiled; outside §
plainhood mouldingover all three windows. On the S. three small lancets and a trefoiledNAS®@lgainst the
walls four human heads to support candles as at Lanchester and no doubt by the same workmen (see the
eyes and other details; the parish was actually dependent on Lanchester untiltreem8uiry). Their date
€.125070, determines the age of the whole chancel; it is late, considering the fact that tracery is entirely &b
/1 Vbl 9] {/w99b mMydy~ o0& 2 { |1 A071aodé

A18 | The Church is classified as a Gradisted Biilding under the Town and Country Planning Act. A copy of the
listing is attached to the appendix of the report.

A19 | The Church is in a Conservation Area as designated by the Local Planning Authority.

A20 | There are no Tree Preservation Orders relating to the site.

B Scope of Report

B1 This is based on finding$ an inspection made from ground level with the aid of binoculars.

B2 The ceiling void in the vestry was not inspected as the access hatch was too high for ladder reach. There
apparent access to the panelled chancel ceiling void.

B3 There wereno suspended floors or voids which could be inspected.

1.0 Works carried out since previous report

1 Replastering on a vertical DPC
1 Work to chimney to ameliorate the worst effects of structural dampness
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2.0

General Condition 6Church

21

The Church appears to be structurally sound. Movement at the chancel arch and southeast nave windows
previously recorded show signs of hairlicrackingand in the chancel side walls at the east end. -tB#dl glass
markers have been indtad at various places in thehurch but these do not appear to have been installed
correctly and do not serve any useful purpose in recording movement.

The pattern of cracking is most pronounced at the easternattie south wall of the nave, in thécinity of the
pulpit and adjacent window. | do not believe that there has been additional movement since my last inspe
however the combination of cracking to the sill, vertical wall and to the nave face of the chancel arch
corresponds to externalracking, and irregularfaced stonework in the vicinity of a rainwater downpipe and

gulley.
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2.2 Of greater concern is the evidence of continuiagd acceleratingvater ingress to the north aisle roof and wall:
b 4 :

23 Rising dampantinues to be present in some of the external walls and internal colbasesput this appears to
be at the sameevelsas previously inspected. This was especially noted on the south nave walls. Gravestq
the chancel floor appear to be damp.

24 The extent of uneven and loose wood block flooring under the pews in the nave has now increased and pq

both trip hazards and a significant disincentive to pew use. Ongoing-telated underside deterioration now
requires a damgproof membrane, a new screed and floor covering.
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EXTERNAL INSPECTION

3.0 Roof Coverings

3.1 All roofs are covered in stone slates in diminishing cour3éere are lead raking flashings at gabled abutmen
lead valleys at the vestry roof intersectiand lead horizontal flashings on the north side at the change in rog
pitch where the north aisle meets the nave roof. Gable walls have stone table stones and roof ridges have
saddle ridges.
A significant issue of persisting water penetration isuwdng to the north aisle pitch.

3.2 PORCH ROOF
Repairs have been carried goitior to the previous inspection and the slates are all intact.

3.3 NAVE ROOF
Slating generally in good condition though a few slates are chipphd.south slope easne table stones at
lower level are twisted and require 1&etting; soakers require attention.

3.4 CHANCEL ROOF

Pointing to the ridge tilebas been undertakewhere 3 no. open joints were noteéh cementrich mortar.
Stone crosses on the nave and chelrgables are perished and require close inspection and testing for stabil

Some table stones have open joints which will admit water and need close inspection, stemmingpaitirgy
in lime mortar.

The lead flashings to the chancel gable nortipsltable stones are still loose and require resetting and pointir
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3.5

VESTRY ROOF

The chimney stack rising out of the vestry roof is showing signs of erosion and will Reaidtieg. Work has
been undertaken during thquinquennial period to the flashing, however stone slates in this area have
experienced damage and lead sheet repair and replacement.

When working on the stack the flue should be checked for ventilation as closed flues can cause condensa
dampness.

Loose flashings to the north gable wall require attention anga@ting to both sides of the roof.

3.6

NORTH AISLE ROOF

There are significant concerns on the continuing water penetration in this area.
: A hiy 4 =
A 4 o
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3.7

BELLCOTE
The top stone coping soufiope appears to have an open joint which requires close inspection apaiméng
in lime mortar. The roofer/builder should record close up photographs and copy to the Architect.

An inspection made of the bell moving parts and metalwork should be raadgoints greased.

4.0

Rainwater Goods and Disposal

4.1

All rainwater goodare cast iron and appear to be in working order but should be cleaned annuallgs Hat
possible to check the gutters for wat¢ightness,but this should be undertakem irain to check for leaks. Every
years gutters should be recoated with bitumen paint and caulking of joints checked and repaired as requirg

4.2

The downpipes require regular repainting and uncaulked joints in both downpipes aretsyo#tn cause
moisture saturation of wall foot and wall head respectively.
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