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	RE SCHEME OF WORK  

KEY STAGE 1 

Mid-term planning





	Year 1:  Unit 5
	Term: Summer 1
	Year:

	Are some stories more important than others?

	Key Concepts: Christianity; Judaism; Old Testament; Moral stories; God; Faith
Islamic, Hindu or Sikh stories could replace one or more of the suggested texts. 
	Learning Objective: to explore some Old Testament stories and find what can be learned from them


	Background information for teachers

The focus of this unit is on the power of story, its’ ability to teach, inform and entertain. It is important that they come to realise that not all stories are equally important, or equally relevant. Even within a religious tradition such as Judaism, there are certain stories that are given more prominence than others. The histories of the people of Israel, as told through Abram (Abraham) and Moses are the focus for much of Judaism. It was Abraham whom God first called to follow him and it was Abraham with who the first covenant was made. Abraham was the father of Ishmael and Isaac and it is through these stories that much of the Jewish understanding of the character of God is revealed. God is shown as wanting relationship with humans, as having mercy and forgiveness, but also having standards that he requires people to keep, such as honesty and trust. The story of the three visitors and the subsequent destruction of the towns of Sodom and Gomorrah; the birth of Isaac and the instructions to sacrifice him are central to this understanding. The story of Joseph demonstrates that God is faithful to those whom he has called, and forgiving to those who make mistakes. Perhaps the most important story for Jews though is that of the Exodus, when Moses led them from slavery to the promised land. The festival of Passover commemorates this event and is one of the major festivals of the Jewish faith. These stories can all be found in the early part of the Old Testament – Abraham and Joseph in Genesis; the story of Moses in Exodus. For comparison purposes, it is probably good to look at some stories that are perhaps considered less important – such as the story behind Hanukah, which is not in the Old Testament (may versions are available) but which demonstrate God’s power to perform miracles, or the story of Esther (the story read at Purim) where God’s name is never mentioned, but again, His people are protected. 

	Expected
Pupils will recognise which of the stories they have heard have a religious significance and will be able to say one thing that they or others learn from the story. They will be able to identify and order key events from one of the stories and talk about what they like or dislike about the story or the characters in the story. 

	Developing
Pupils will be able to talk about what they like or dislike about the stories they have heard. They may be able to talk about whether the story has a meaning for them. They may be able to identify that some stories are part of a religious tradition and that others are not.
	Excelling
Pupils will be able to retell or reorder the events of more than one story, and say which ones are more important. They will show understanding that different people think different stories are important and give reasons why. They will be able to talk about the meanings of one or more stories

	Engage: 
· Get pupils talking about stories that they know and stories that they like. Why do they like certain stories? What’s their favourite story and why? Can they recall any religious stories? Do they like them? If so why? Are there any differences between religious/faith stories and other stories?


	Enquire & Explore: 
· Explore a variety of Old Testament stories (Noah, Abraham, Joseph, Moses, Jonah, Elijah, Elisha etc.) Ask questions about the stories and act them out; retell them; sequence them; have a go at hot seating. Identify pictures from the stories and talk about what is interesting or puzzling in the stories. Talk about the characters in the stories. Do the children like them? Identify with them? Are they like any characters they know from other stories they have read? Would any of these stories encourage people to worship God?



	Evaluate: 
· Why do people still tell these stories? They are very old. Are they still important? What do Jewish people and Christians learn from these stories? Describe a range of possible meanings from the stories – would they mean different things to different people? Which of the stories has the most important message for Christians/Jews/themselves?


	Reflect & Communicate: 
· What do they learn from the stories? Do they think they are important? Would they tell these stories to their children? Choose their favourite story and write or give a verbal review, saying what they learn, why they learn it and how it impacts their lives. Illustrate the story for a display board or sharing assembly.


	Evaluation:
· What went well?


	· Even better if:




	Some suggested resources:

· Selection of stories the children like/choose/bring in

· RE Today publications: Developing RE – Faith Stories, Stories about God p12 - 17, Exploring Sacred Stories 

· More than 101 Great Ideas – strategy 7, 24, 72, 97, 112

· Bibles – Old Testament stories and pictures 
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Assessment opportunities & activities




	Year 1: Unit 5
	Term: Summer 1          Year: 

	Are some stories more important than others?

	A few pupils may have made significant progress and be able to use an increasing religious vocabulary to:

· Describe two Old Testament stories and describe their meanings in simple terms

· Identify the impact of the stories on the lives of believers

· Recognise differences and similarities between the stories messages

· Identify their own response to the stories.
	

	Some pupils may have made more progress and be able to use an increasing religious vocabulary to:

· Retell a story from the Old Testament

· Identify why that story is important to Jewish or Christian believers 

· Suggest meanings for the stories, for a Christian, a Jew or themselves

· Respond sensitively to the emotions of the characters in the stories
	

	Most pupils will able to use some religious words and phrases to:

· Name some stories from the Old Testament 

· Put six pictures from one of the stories into order

· Say what they like about one of the stories

· Can talk about what they find interesting or puzzling in one of the stories

· Say what they have think they have learned from one of the stories.
	

	Some pupils will have made less progress. They may be able to

· Say which stories are from a religious tradition
· Talk about what they like about a story

· Talk about whether the story has a meaning for them
	









