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The Bible in Worship: Lent in Luke

There will be a short Holy Week season at the end of Lent to look at Luke’s story of the events between Palm Sunday and Easter Day.
In our notes we look at some critical moments in Jesus’ ministry and take a quick look back to Jesus as a boy (for Mothering Sunday). The moments from Jesus ministry focus on giving to some extent, to reflect one of the traditional aspects of the season, charity. It is not by accident that Red Nose Day comes in Lent!
While Mothering Sunday is part of Lent this season does not focus on it extensively, many schools have their own traditions and activities which we would not wish to suggest need altering.
The season begins with Ash Wednesday, which, of course, follows immediately after Pancake Day. Pancake Day was really Shrove Tuesday, a day on which to be ‘shriven’ – to make confession and be absolved. The wearing of ashes is a mark of penitence and features in the story of Jonah which is linked to Lent in our seasonal notes for year 1.
Ash Wednesday offers a special opportunity for a special act of worship. You might like to speak to your local clergy about the possibility of an ‘ashing worship’ at school.

As with all the material in our Bible in Worship Project please feel free to adapt material to your own context. This might, as always, include your using children’s Bibles should that be appropriate. In one or two places (such as the temptations of Jesus) you might find that the stories do not precisely match.
	Part 1: The Temptations Luke 4 1-13 (Mt 4.1-11; Mk 1.12-13) 

	Bible Reading:  

Jesus returned from the Jordan full of the Holy Spirit and was led by the Spirit into the desert, where he was tempted by the Devil for 40 days. In all that time he ate nothing, so that he was hungry when it was over. 

The Devil said to him, “If you are God's Son, order this stone to turn into bread.” 

But Jesus answered, “The scripture says, ‘Human beings cannot live on bread alone.’ ” 1
Then the Devil took him up and showed him in a second all the kingdoms of the world. “I will give you all this power and all this wealth,” the Devil told him. “It has all been handed over to me, and I can give it to anyone I choose. All this will be yours, then, if you worship me.” 

Jesus answered, “The scripture says, ‘Worship the Lord your God and serve only him!’ ” 2
Then the Devil took him to Jerusalem and set him on the highest point of the Temple, and said to him, “If you are God's Son, throw yourself down from here. For the scripture says, ‘God will order his angels to take good care of you.’ 

It also says, ‘They will hold you up with their hands so that not even your feet will be hurt on the stones.’ ” 3
But Jesus answered, “The scripture says, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’ ” 4
When the Devil finished tempting Jesus in every way, he left him for a while.


	Notes

 The famous story of Jesus’ temptations. If you have a children’s Bible you might find they are in a different order – look at the other gospels and see that the temptations themselves are not written in the same order by the gospel writers.
The temptations are centred around three issues hunger, wealth and power, and the ‘testing’ of God. The story is written very cleverly starting simply and ending up with the devil and Jesus trading quotes from scripture.
The three sections have quotes from different parts of the Bible
1: From Deuteronomy 8:3 – when the Hebrews had escaped from Egypt and ate mana in the desert;

2: From Deuteronomy 6.:13 – Moses in speaking to the Hebrews about the importance of following the commandments, particularly the first commandment.
In the final section both Jesus and the Devil use scripture:

3: The Devil mentions Psalm 91:11-12 and then Jesus answers with Deuteronomy 6:16 

A significant dimension in this story is the consistent trust that Jesus places on our relationship with God – a relationship exemplified (in Jewish minds) by the miracle of the Passover and the commandments that followed it.  The section ends with a very ominous comment ‘…left him for a while.’ The reader is left with a great sense of forboding. 


Themes
Trust: Understanding the basis of trust is essential to trust itself. It is very hard to trust people who we do not know or whose values we do not share. In this story we see Jesus talking about his basis for trust in God, as the Son of God. It is a fascinating facet of this story that the Devil finds the Bible trustworthy too. 
Wisdom: Like trust, wisdom has to begin somewhere. This story shows Jesus finding the wisdom he needs to resist the temptations in the words of the Old Testament: ‘The law of the Lord is perfect; it gives new strength. The commands of the Lord are trustworthy, giving wisdom to those who lack it.’ (Ps 19:7). Where do we get our wisdom from? How can we be sure that it will be sufficient for our needs?
Questions:

 What do you think ‘Devil’ means?

Why do think that Jesus and the Devil argued about the Bible?

What difference would it have made if Jesus had turned the stones into bread? What do you think that the Devil was trying to do?  
How would you feel if someone offered you something that you knew that you should not take?

Why do you think that Gospel writers might write the temptations in a different order? 
	Part 1 

	Reflection

Jesus went into the wilderness to pray and reflect immediately after his baptism.

Where do you go to reflect? To think?

Do you have a special place for prayer?

What things help you reflect?

Art? 
Music? 
Nature? 
People? 
Silence?

Just for a moment concentrate on one special thing.

Pause- possibly end with soft music
	Prayer
Lord of our thoughts

Be with us as we seek to understand what you want of us.
Be in our silences and our sounds

Be in the nature we see and the people we meet.

Show us the truth you want us to see and share and give us the strength we need to be the people we want to be.

Amen


Laying the table

The temptations of Jesus are based on the Bible, so put a Bible on the table. Add to the table some of the children’s words about what they think about the Bible. What is it for? What can it tell us? What does it make us feel?– you could use speech bubbles, or encourage children to create pictures to illustrate their ideas.
	Part 1: Extension Good and Bad fruit Luke 6: 43 (Mt 7.16-20; 12.33-35) 

	A bit more from the Bible: 

“A healthy tree does not bear bad fruit, nor does a poor tree bear good fruit. Every tree is known by the fruit it bears; you do not pick figs from thorn bushes or gather grapes from bramble bushes. 

A good person brings good out of the treasure of good things in his heart; a bad person brings bad out of his treasure of bad things. For the mouth speaks what the heart is full of.”

	Notes

A tiny saying of Jesus. It has echoes in the fruit* of the Spirit from Galatians 5. Some fascinating ideas here for older children. Firstly, that there can be ‘bad treasure’ as well as good treasure and secondly the observation that what we say comes from the things that mean most to us – the things that fill our hearts.
* ‘The Spirit produces’ in the Good News, try NRSV or NIV


A few more Questions:

What might be examples of treasure of ‘bad things’?
Can you think of examples of treasure of ‘good things’?

How easy is it to say things that we don’t believe?
Some things to do
· Are bad things the same as telling lies?
· Is fiction the same as telling lies?
You could have a lie telling contest, who can tell the biggest lie? 
· What happens if you are questioned about this lie? 
· Does the lie have to grow?

__________________________________________

	Part 2: The Lord’s Prayer Luke 11: 1 -13 (Mt 6.9-13; 7.7-11)

	Bible Reading  
One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he had finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples.” 

Jesus said to them, “When you pray, say this: 

‘Father: 

May your holy name be honoured; 

may your Kingdom come. 

Give us day by day the food we need. 

Forgive us our sins, 

for we forgive everyone who does us wrong. 

And do not bring us to hard testing.’ ” 

And Jesus said to his disciples, “Suppose one of you should go to a friend's house at midnight and say, ‘Friend, let me borrow three loaves of bread. A friend of mine who is on a journey has just come to my house, and I haven't got any food for him!’ And suppose your friend should answer from inside, ‘Don't bother me! The door is already locked, and my children and I are in bed. I can't get up and give you anything.’ Well, what then? I tell you that even if he will not get up and give you the bread because you are his friend, yet he will get up and give you everything you need because you are not ashamed to keep on asking. 

“And so I say to you: ask, and you will receive; seek, and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened to you.  For all those who ask will receive, and those who seek will find, and the door will be opened to anyone who knocks. Would any of you who are fathers give your son a snake when he asks for fish? Or would you give him a scorpion when he asks for an egg? Bad as you are, you know how to give good things to your children. How much more, then, will the Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”  
	Notes

We say the Lord’s Prayer quite often, both in school and in church. Here is the prayer as recorded in Luke’s Gospel. As is clear the prayer is a response to a request from the disciples – it is more an illustration of a way of praying rather than a prayer in itself. Note also the influence of John the Baptist again, he also taught people to pray.
Jesus’ prayer is very simple. It starts with an awareness of God, and the ‘Kingdom’ which Jesus refers to in many other places. This is followed by a request for food – a king, historically has been expected to provide for the people of the kingdom… This part of the prayer acknowledges our place in the kingdom and our dependence on God.
The next lines about forgiveness are striking. Our forgiveness is linked to our willingness to forgive others. A very good basis for a sound behaviour policy!
In the usual version we say in Church the ‘hard testing’ is ‘temptation’. It could also refer to judgement – if we have forgiven all that needs to be forgiven then we will have no need of judgement because God treats us in the same way that we treat each other.
The Lord’s Prayer is not an end in itself; it gave the disciples an effective framework for prayer. It should not be separated from the later part of the reading where we see the need for two things. Firstly – persistence, keep on praying and secondly – faith or trust in God who knows what we need and want. And who can be trusted to respond to our seeking. 


Themes
Endurance: There is a strong link between persistence and prayer which Jesus very clearly draws out in this reading. The need to endure (show resilience) is a vital component in the life of faith; indeed, whenever we believe something strongly there is always a need to show endurance. In the case of prayer our story shows us that as we persist, we also experience challenges.  
Forgiveness: It is not always easy to forgive, even tiny things. Yet here, in the Lord’s Prayer we see why it is essential that we forgive. Our relationship with God is based, to a great extent on how we forgive others. Forgiveness is perhaps something of an old-fashioned idea, but from a faith perspective it is vital to the way that our faith develops. 
Questions:

What do you think the kingdom of God is?
Do you think that forgiveness plays an important part in the ‘rules’ of the kingdom of God?
Should forgiveness play a part in our school rules? 
How easy do you find it to forgive?

	Part 2: 

	Reflection

Just for a moment let’s pause and think about the country in which we live. (England)
What are the good things about our country?
Talk to your partner about the good things, take turns.

Let’s share some of our ideas
Gather some of the ideas and encourage children to say why the things are good.
Now think of the Kingdom of God – what might be different in this kingdom to our country? Think of the line in the Lord’s Prayer, ‘give day by day the food we need’ this might help you.
Again, gather ideas and encourage children to say why.
Now we have thought about these things we’ll pause to think about what our perfect kingdom might be like before we go.

Pause
	Prayer

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours

now and for ever.  

Amen.
Amen


Laying the table

Prayer is a vital part of the life of faith communities. Add some examples of prayer to your table, there are many ‘classic’ prayers available in books or on the internet. You could have a prayer tree or other examples of prayer from children. You could also add prayer books from different traditions and from different faiths. Some of the prayer books have dramatic illustrations and make a good link with artwork. You could also include prayers in different languages – perhaps the Lord’s Prayer in other languages spoken in school.
	Part 2: Extension - Judging others Luke 6: 37-42 (Mt 7.1-5) 

	A bit more from the Bible:  
“Do not judge others, and God will not judge you; do not condemn others, and God will not condemn you; forgive others, and God will forgive you. Give to others, and God will give to you. Indeed, you will receive a full measure, a generous helping, poured into your hands — all that you can hold. The measure you use for others is the one that God will use for you.” 

And Jesus told them this parable: “One blind man cannot lead another one; if he does, both will fall into a ditch. 

No pupil is greater than his teacher; but every pupil, when he has completed his training, will be like his teacher. 

“Why do you look at the speck in your brother's eye, but pay no attention to the log in your own eye? How can you say to your brother, ‘Please, brother, let me take that speck out of your eye,’ yet cannot even see the log in your own eye? You hypocrite! First take the log out of your own eye, and then you will be able to see clearly to take the speck out of your brother's eye.
	Notes
Here we see Jesus teaching and then using parables to make the teaching easier to understand. The first paragraph brings out the same idea as found in the Lord’s Prayer … ‘Forgive us our sins, for we forgive everyone who does us wrong.’ 

The first parable is found in a well-known phrase ‘the blind leading the blind’. This is just common sense but it is developed with a comment about teachers and pupils (see the questions below).

The significance of the parable about the speck should not be missed. How often do we need to recognise our own challenges and problems before trying to help others?


A few more Questions:

Jesus uses many metaphors when telling parables. Do you think that the log and speck metaphor is a good one? 
Can you think of other metaphors which might work as well?

Some things to do

Use the structure of the Lord’s Prayer to make prayers of your own:
	Father

May your holy name be honoured; 
may your Kingdom come. 

Give us day by day the food we need. 

Forgive us our sins, 
for we forgive everyone who does us wrong. 

And do not bring us to hard testing.’ ”
	An opening which addresses God, ‘Father’ is what is known as a title of God rather than a name.

A demonstration of proper reverence for God, including an understanding of how God wants the world to be.

A request for God to look after our physical needs

A request for God to have a good relationship with us, related to the way in which we behave.

The effect or outcome that we hope for because we have done all of the above and have made a good relationship with God.


Encourage children to find out about the story of Damocles to help understand what being a king really means.

	Part 3: Jesus and Zacchaeus Luke 19: 1-10

	Bible Reading

Jesus went on into Jericho and was passing through. There was a chief tax collector there named Zacchaeus, who was rich. He was trying to see who Jesus was, but he was a little man and could not see Jesus because of the crowd. So he ran ahead of the crowd and climbed a sycomore tree to see Jesus, who was going to pass that way. When Jesus came to that place, he looked up and said to Zacchaeus, “Hurry down, Zacchaeus, because I must stay in your house today.” 

Zacchaeus hurried down and welcomed him with great joy. All the people who saw it started grumbling, “This man has gone as a guest to the home of a sinner!” 

Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Listen, sir! I will give half my belongings to the poor, and if I have cheated anyone, I will pay back four times as much.” 

Jesus said to him, “Salvation has come to this house today, for this man, also, is a descendant of Abraham. The Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”  
	Notes

A tremendous story full of humour and surprises.

We have a lovely picture of Zacchaeus struggling to see Jesus. Again, we see persistence in Zacchaeus’ actions in climbing the tree (N.B. Sycomore is not a spelling mistake)
Then our first surprise; Jesus not only sees Zacchaeus but invites himself to tea as well!
The fact that the people grumbled is not a surprise to us. But it was a surprise to them that Jesus would go to Zacchaeus’ house. Tax collectors were seen as collaborators and were social outcasts. They certainly had a reputation as cheats and thieves, no Jew would go to tea with them.

Then another surprise – Zacchaeus offers to repay any cheating but also to simply give – half his belongings to the poor. Here is a practical example of the meaning of ‘salvation’: a deep change which brings about good actions and a proper relationship with God.


Themes
Koinonia: Zacchaeus was not a well-loved member of his community. The changes that he makes at the end of the story might serve to draw him back into that community. In part this tale helps us to see that if we do not fit in with the expected rules of our communities then we can become outcast and it takes something special for us to make things good again.
Hope: Zacchaeus climbed in the tree in the hope of seeing Jesus. His hope was repaid – yet he got more than he hoped for. Through his limited hope for a simple thing something much more complex and powerful came about. This is a great picture of where faith leads, to something that always exceeds our expectations.
Compassion: Zacchaeus has a change of heart – he moves from selfishness and cheating to someone who shows compassion through giving. This is one of the ways in which we show our compassion another is to make good things that we have done wrong Zacchaeus repaid 4 times, what can we do?
Questions:

What are the things that we must do to be proper members of our communities? 
How do people who have been cheating or stealing make themselves full members of society again?

How do communities show compassion?

	Part 3: 

	Reflection

Let us imagine that we have heard that someone who is very important is coming to school.
Who might it be?

Think for a moment and then tell your neighbour who it is.

Why do you think that this person is important?

Again, share this with your neighbour.

What would you do to try and get a good look at this person?

Would you want to speak to them?

How would you feel if they invited themselves to tea at your house? 
	Prayer

God of us all,

We can see in the tale of Zacchaeus the importance of making good relationships and keeping to them.

Help us to keep the rules among our friends and in our school. Help us too if we break the rules to see the need to make amends, just like Zacchaeus did. 
Amen


Laying the table

Zacchaeus gave half of his wealth to the poor. How do we give? Lent is often a time of giving, what would we be prepared to go without so that those who are needy might have what they need. Some people give up chocolate, others ice-cream. Make a collection of things to illustrate these such as wrappers or adverts. 
	Part 3: Extension Luke 18: 18-25 (Mt 19.16-30; Mk 10.17-31) 

	A bit more from the Bible:  
The Rich Man 

A Jewish leader asked Jesus, “Good Teacher, what must I do to receive eternal life?” 

“Why do you call me good?” Jesus asked him. “No one is good except God alone. You know the commandments: ‘Do not commit adultery; do not commit murder; do not steal; do not accuse anyone falsely; respect your father and your mother.’ ” 

The man replied, “Ever since I was young, I have obeyed all these commandments.” 

When Jesus heard this, he said to him, “There is still one more thing you need to do. Sell all you have and give the money to the poor, and you will have riches in heaven; then come and follow me.” But when the man heard this, he became very sad, because he was very rich. 

Jesus saw that he was sad and said, “How hard it is for rich people to enter the Kingdom of God! It is much harder for a rich person to enter the Kingdom of God than for a camel to go through the eye of a needle.”
	Notes

Something of a controversial piece from the Gospel. Jesus makes two very strong comments here. The section starts with practically the same question as prompts the story of the Good Samaritan, a question about eternal life. But here Jesus is called ‘good’ and makes his first comment, ‘no one is good but God’. This is sometimes lost in the light of the dramatic statement about the camel at the end of the story. The comment about being good serves to emphasise that we are all in the same position – it does not matter how rich we are. Indeed, it can be easier for rich people to keep to the commandments. If people are very poor, it might be hard to resist theft for instance. This though is not a cause for complacency.
The final words of Jesus are quite devastating. What we find, as in so many of these stories, is that Jesus forces the hearer to reflect on what is important to them. In this case, just how much does the money mean? There is a link here to Part 2 extension and the idea of ‘bad’ treasure. The eye of the needle comment is almost funny. But notice that Jesus does not talk about eternal life, he speaks of the kingdom of God


A few more Questions
Is Jesus saying that being rich is a bad thing?
How can wealth be a good thing?
Some things to do
You could make some cartoons – what does a camel going through the eye of a needle look like? Make up some other images to illustrate the same idea of impossibility; you can draw these as cartoons too. 
_________________________________________
	Part 4: Mothering Sunday  Luke 2: 41-52

	Bible Reading  
The Boy Jesus in the Temple 
Every year the parents of Jesus went to Jerusalem for the Passover Festival. 
When Jesus was twelve years old, they went to the festival as usual. When the festival was over, they started back home, but the boy Jesus stayed in Jerusalem. His parents did not know this; they thought that he was with the group, so they travelled a whole day and then started looking for him among their relatives and friends. They did not find him, so they went back to Jerusalem looking for him. On the third day they found him in the Temple, sitting with the Jewish teachers, listening to them and asking questions. All who heard him were amazed at his intelligent answers. His parents were astonished when they saw him, and his mother said to him, “My son, why have you done this to us? Your father and I have been terribly worried trying to find you.” 

He answered them, “Why did you have to look for me? Didn't you know that I had to be in my Father's house?” But they did not understand his answer. 

So Jesus went back with them to Nazareth, where he was obedient to them. His mother treasured all these things in her heart. Jesus grew both in body and in wisdom, gaining favour with God and people.


	Notes

This story – like that of the Christmas shepherds – is unique to Luke. It has several very important elements in it. It shows that Jesus was brought up in a Jewish way, in a Jewish family. It celebrates the fact that Jesus is both able to demonstrate his wisdom and to identify that the Temple was his ‘Father’s house’. This is the only story of a youthful Jesus in the Gospels. The story shows that Jesus is a very special character in the gospel. We can find it difficult to read this gospel story as it should be read because we already know the end. We must read this short story as if we know nothing of the later life of Jesus. If we do this then this little story builds up the mystery and excitement around the character of Jesus. That Jesus is 12 is significant – this is the age at which boys become adult, the age of Bar Mitzvah.  It also brings up the theme of Mary treasuring things in her heart which we saw before in various parts of the Christmas/Advent stories.



Themes
Thankfulness: The Passover is a very important story in the Jewish faith. It is the story of the miracle that saved the Hebrews escape from Egypt, the last of the plagues. The Old Testament has many references to the Passover which are frequently linked to prayers or songs of thanks – as in Psalm 105 which recounts the escape from Egypt and begins ‘Give thanks to the Lord…’

Service: The idea of service is woven through this story. We can see the parental service (duty) of Mary and Joseph in looking for their son, but we also see the recognition of Jesus’ role of service in his ministry. Here it begins with him both developing his awareness and his ability to engage the Jewish leaders. 
Questions:

Was Jesus being naughty in this story? 
Why did Mary and Joseph not understand what Jesus meant by his ‘Father’s house’?

How do you think that Mary, as Jesus’ mother, felt about what Jesus did?

Do you think that Mary would be able to trust Jesus as easily from this time on?

Is the fact that Jesus is just an adult an important part of this story?
	Part 4: 

	Reflection

What is special about your house?
Close your eyes and, in your imagination, move around your house
Is it a special place? Are there special places in it?

Sometimes we find other places more special than our own homes

Close your eyes again and imagine the perfect house…
Where would be the perfect place in a perfect house?

Whose house is it?
	Prayer

Lord God,
In our homes we have special people. Help us always to remember them, our sisters, bothers, fathers and, especially, our mothers.

We ask you please to care for them and keep them safe. 

Thank you for their love.
Amen


Laying the table
Houses, temples, churches, schools are all special places where special things happen. Make a collection of special buildings on your table. You can use models or pictures. Encourage children to bring their own examples and say why these buildings are special. 
As this is the part of Mothering Sunday you can add things that help us to think of how our mothers care for us. Ask children what things might illustrate a mother’s love. It is intriguing that God who is almost always referred to as ‘Him’ also has all the characteristics of a loving mother. Older children might like to look at Hosea Chapter 11 in this light.
	Part 4: Extension Luke 21: 1-4

	A bit more from the Bible:  
Jesus looked round and saw rich people dropping their gifts in the temple treasury, and he also saw a very poor widow dropping in two little copper coins. He said, “I tell you that this poor widow put in more than all the others. For the others offered their gifts from what they had to spare of their riches; but she, poor as she is, gave all she had to live on.”
	Notes

Jesus is back in the Temple again here – but as an adult. Again though, we see Jesus’ wisdom, but he is now the teacher sharing with his disciples and the example he uses comes from real life. The meaning of Jesus’ words is very simple. 


A few more Questions
Do you remember the metaphor about the camel and the eye of the needle? Why does Jesus not use a metaphor this time? 

Do you think that real life examples are more effective than metaphorical ones?
Some things to do
Have a go at designing a special building, what is it special for? Try to make a spiritual or prayer space inside it.
What makes a good mother (or father)? How can we learn these things? Where do we find our examples or roles?

Find out about Bar Mitzvah – how is it celebrated today? What is the equivalent for girls?
_______________________________________________
	Part 5: True Humility Luke 14: 7 - 14

	Bible Reading
Dinner Parties
Jesus noticed how some of the guests were choosing the best places, so he told this parable to all of them: “When someone invites you to a wedding feast, do not sit down in the best place. It could happen that someone more important than you has been invited, and your host, who invited both of you, would have to come and say to you, ‘Let him have this place.’ Then you would be embarrassed and have to sit in the lowest place. Instead, when you are invited, go and sit in the lowest place, so that your host will come to you and say, ‘Come on up, my friend, to a better place.’ This will bring you honour in the presence of all the other guests. For all those who make themselves great will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be made great.” 

Then Jesus said to his host, “When you give a lunch or a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or your rich neighbours — for they will invite you back, and in this way you will be paid for what you did. When you give a feast, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind; and you will be blessed, because they are not able to pay you back. God will repay you ….”


	Notes

This is not conventional dinner party advice. We see Jesus using the every-day as a metaphor for the best ways for us to behave. This is not a recommendation for false humility but rather recognition that making assumptions about our roles is not always the best thing. If we are sensible and behave with humility our true worth will be recognised.

The second part of the section is quite dramatic. It is not part of the same metaphor but is another one which actually gives a direct instruction. It has nothing to do with dinners really. It is saying 2 things: firstly, that we should not be giving with the expectation of receiving, or even sucking up to ‘rich neighbours’. When we give, we should do just that and expect no ‘earthly’ reward. 

Secondly that in our giving we should recognise that we should always be on the lookout for those in need.


Themes
Reverence: Reverence is an important part of our relationships. It is not the same as deference (or obsequiousness). Real reverence is a way of understanding relationships so that we have a proper awareness of what we mean to each other and how we should acknowledge the special things about each other. 
Humility: It is quite difficult sometimes to know exactly where you fit into things. Jesus uses this very simple illustration to encourage people to understand themselves sensibly. How do we make sure that we are not seen as too proud or boastful?
 Questions:
Sitting in the most important place was very significant in past times. How do we show importance now?
How could we make a way of showing the same picture today? How do we show importance in our communities?

Are there still situations where some seats are better than others? Does wealth or position help people to get these seats?
What do you think that Jesus would think of this?

	  Part: 5 

	Reflection

Think of someone that you think is really important or someone that you really admire.
Why do you think that they are important or worthy of admiration?

Did you choose someone that you know well?

See how many people chose friends and how many chose ‘celebrities’. Ask why people made these choices.
What are the important things that we must think of when we make relationships?

Pause here, you can gather people’s thoughts or just allow folk to reflect on these important things.
As a final thought – what is it about us that makes people want to know us?

	Prayer

God of us all,

You have made us all to be your children, to share your world and to live in friendship with each other.

We ask you to be with us and to guide us to treat everyone in the way that you would like us to – to truly love our neighbours as ourselves.

Amen


Laying the table

The story ends with a section about how we treat others, how we share our plenty, who we invite to eat with us. Encourage the children (and even the adults) to create invitations to dinner for ‘the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind’. Include these invitations in your display. 
 

	Part 5: Extension James 2:1-9

	A bit more from the Bible:  
My brothers and sisters, as believers in our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, you must never treat people in different ways according to their outward appearance. Suppose a rich man wearing a gold ring and fine clothes comes to your meeting, and a poor man in ragged clothes also comes. If you show more respect to the well-dressed man and say to him, “Have this best seat here,” but say to the poor man, “Stand over there, or sit here on the floor by my feet,” then you are guilty of creating distinctions among yourselves and of making judgements based on evil motives. 

Listen, my dear brothers and sisters! God chose the poor people of this world to be rich in faith and to possess the kingdom which he promised to those who love him. But you dishonour the poor! Who are the ones who oppress you and drag you before the judges? The rich! They are the ones who speak evil of that good name which has been given to you. 

You will be doing the right thing if you obey the law of the Kingdom, which is found in the scripture, “Love your neighbour as you love yourself.” 

But if you treat people according to their outward appearance, you are guilty of sin, and the Law condemns you as a lawbreaker.
	Notes

This reading is remarkable in that it almost exactly reproduces the ideas that Jesus was speaking of in the reading. James takes the ideas of the gospel and makes them fit the world in which the Christians are living. These are the ‘believers in our Lord Jesus Christ.’
James goes on to show the importance of faith in all our lives and in particular those whom he calls poor. James goes beyond this and talks about the Kingdom - something that we have met before especially in the Lord’s Prayer. James could be referring to another part of Luke’s Gospel – Chapter 6 verse 20 where Luke says ‘Happy are you poor; the Kingdom of God is yours’.
James ends by speaking of sin. As we have noted before sin is often to do with relationships and how they are based in the wrong things, in this case people’s outward appearances.


A few more Questions
How do you think that food is shared in the Kingdom of God?

How can we understand people so that we do not judge their outward appearance?
Do you think that it is a sin to make relationships based only on appearances?
Some things to do
Think about the invitations that you have made – how do we actually share our wealth, our plenty? Encourage children to explore the ways in which charities distribute food e.g. though foodbanks.
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