Revd Johnny Douglas
Vicar of St Peter’s Hextable and St Paul’s Swanley Village,
Dartford Deanery, Rochester Diocese.
Proposer: Revd Dr Helen Burns, St Justus Rochester, Rochester Deanery.
Seconder: Fr Dane Batley-Gladden, St Mary’s Swanley, Dartford Deanery

Dear Colleague elector,
I am glad to o er myself to Rochester Diocese and the wider church in standing for election to General
Synod. I believe greatly in the parish church and its beautiful, fragile and faithful expression of God's grace
and truth in our di ering geographic communities. I would welcome strengthening structures, resourcing
parish life and prioritising the essentials of the faith, so that clergy and lay ministry are better equipped in
God's world. I am passionate about the local church being a loving and growing presence in their parish,
expressing the life and love of Jesus in their whole lives. Everyone. Everywhere. Everyday. Whole life
disciples. I would be grateful for your support in this election, even if this is for your second vote.
My roots and heritage are in Ulster, and the regional accent still lingers! I o en feel myself to be an unlikely
Church of England priest but delight to negotiate the privilege and pain of pastoral ministry. I greatly enjoy
being a priest in a parish, not just a pastor to a congregation, in sharing and showing the life and love of
Jesus in the power of the Holy Spirit. I would love the opportunity to contribute to the ourishing of parish
life within General Synod as it holds witness to Christ, as the centre of its agenda.
I am 46 years old and married to Julie, an adoption social worker, and we have a blended family of four
young adult children. God began my spiritual journey through signi cant events during childhood,
adolescence and over the years, God has faithfully sustained me by His grace and continues to change me.
Through many personal challenges over the years, including desertion, separation and divorce. I have
learned much through my own silliness and struggles in the service of God and others.
I love serving here in a commuter community, in the Kent-London borders. It was the 'broad church' in
mission, structures and liturgy that led me eventually to seek ordained ministry over ten years ago. We are
committed to nurturing di erence well across parish life, as two locations, one church family with a
divergence architecturally, demographically and in styles of worship and ministry. Our focus in both churches
is to love God, grow family and increase hope within our communities, as I believe that through the growth
of a healthy church, we are better able to serve and support our wider region. This has been particularly
increased through Covid-19, with extensive care in the community in liaison, increased online bible presence,
and more signi cant partnership with the local and regional government. August has seen some of the
greatest encouragement in terms of newcomers to gathered church life, engagement with a remarkable
hunger for word and worship in life and faith. There has been the need to initiate three further midweek
groups to start this Autumn, with our shared passion is to see a church community that is accessible to all as
each seeks to grow in grace, faith and meaning for the good of our world.
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A er studying Architecture at Queen's
University Belfast, I developed an interest
in urban regeneration and worked with
community groups around their needs and
aspirations, developing skills that continue
forward into broader Christian ministry.
When I came to the parish there was a
history of considerable resistance, locally,
to church plans for a £1.6m Annexe
development. Engagement with the local
community over the past 3 years has
resulted in the exciting provision of
community rooms, workspace and café, to
be opened in early Spring 2022 with
support from right across the community.
This is all about nurturing creativity,
increasing hospitality and extending

welcome. Previously I combined regional Youth For Christ leadership while serving in assistant pastoral
leadership in Sta ordshire. In 2004 I became Lead Pastor of a church in Essex and in 2009 was appointed
Associate Lay Rector of St Mary's Anglican Church, Marylebone. A er acceptance by the London Diocese for
ordination training in 2010, I served my curacy at Christ Church Spital elds. I became Associate Vicar at
Emmanuel Church Northwood, leading them through interregnum from 2015 until I began as Vicar at St
Peter's Hextable and St. Paul's Swanley Village in early 2018.
I've had the privilege of seeing health and growth in each church community where I have
served and am committed to clarity, collaboration and courage. I have held leadership
positions within & without the structures of the church and have been involved in
strategic leadership, including the physical, social & community regeneration, whilst a
Director of the North Sta ordshire Regeneration Zone. I value continuing education, and
curiosity has fuelled my recently completed PhD research project, with Martyn Percy
as my supervisor. This was a practical theology project exploring church health with
particular emphasis on charismatic evangelical Anglican clergy. Over the last ve
years, this study focus and broader life experience have convinced me that church
health is vital for the growth of the kingdom, and should not be confused with a
purely numerical headcount, but rather spirit, depth, reach and service.
I believe in resourcing and equipping e ective teams to enrich the work and witness of the church with clear
lines of accountability and transparency. We have an actively engaged PCC who share the vision of serving
God well here in North West Kent. The commitment to healthy leaders and the creation of ourishing
teams continue to be signi cant in what we are called too.
We serve generously as a parish church seeking to share and support others as re ected in strong
relationships with neighbouring churches and further a eld. I am privileged to o er support to clergy and
other leaders by way of coaching and care.
I love to serve as an Associate of the London Institute of Contemporary Christianity, particularly regarding
the Imagine Project and also serve with the London School of Theology. I serve within deanery and diocesan
synod, in also in areas of vocation and clergy housing.
The next quinquennium will consider several signi cant doctrinal and liturgical matters, including ecclesial
health, organizational health, convictions about discipleship, direction, identity and sexuality. I am
committed to the broad church and to mutual ourishing for all as we hold out the word of life and
proclaim afresh to each generation the goodness of God in kindness and in conviction.
Sincerely held contrary views on a number of topics are never an excuse for spiritually abusive, sinful or
dysfunctional behaviours towards others, even based on disagreement, sexual orientation, or any other
di erences. This needs to change. I feel strongly that we should work together on many issues where we
agree and those in which we hold di erences: we are the poorer without each other. One speci c area I am
whole-heartedly committed to is an e ective, just and uncomplicated means for redress, including a
complete revision of the Clergy Disciplinary Measure to ensure better treatment of all victims and survivors
of abuse and a fairer system for clergy in the pursuit of healthy ministry.
Emerging from the pandemic, we have fresh opportunities as we
recover, reimagine, and reset parish, regional and national church life.
Loving, listening and learning from each other are important to me.
We need to address seriously, issues where we have fallen short in the
past and ensure that we learn from history whilst being faithful,
consistent and compassionately present. I am passionate about
faithful, agile & creative parish mission and ministry.
I have thick skin and a compassionate heart!
I would endeavour to serve you diligently and am glad
to stand for election. With prayerful thanks…
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vicarjohnny@gmail.com 077990 - 72845
The Vicarage, Rowhill Road, Hextable. Kent BR8 7RL

