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 The official Magazine of the  
Bridge United Reformed Church, Otley 

 

Minister:- Reverend Jason McCullagh 
Telephone: 01943 465509 

Email: jason.mccullagh@otleybridgechurch.org.uk 

Messenger letter  
 
Dear Friends,  
 
What would you like for Christmas?  This is a question that I 
often get asked by my family and my friends and my answer 
is almost always the same!  I much prefer to ask the 
question.  The giving of gifts symbolises appreciation and 
love, and there is great enjoyment in thinking about and 
buying such gifts.  There is no lack of choice for ever since 
the nights started to lengthen the shops started to brighten 
with the coming of Christmas.  Chocolate, toiletries, plants, 
books, games, toys, clothes, experiences, whatever you can 
think of you can probably find!  I hope that you get 
something you like for Christmas. 
 
What would the world like for Christmas?  We live in 
challenging times, violence scars so many lives, people 
suffer from lack of food and water, women struggle to reach 
their true potential, children are left orphaned, the climate 
crisis looms large over everything.  What would the world 
like for Christmas, and can we play a part in giving it what it 
would like?   
 
This year our Advent worship will be based around the four 
candles that we will light.  The lighting of candles symbolises 
light piercing the darkness, the Advent candles symbolise 
that light getting stronger and stronger.  It is the symbolism 
of these candles that will shape our worship.  On Advent 
Sunday the candle symbolises hope, on the Second Sunday 
of Advent it symbolises love, on the Third Sunday of Advent 
it symbolises joy and on the Fourth Sunday of Advent it 
symbolises peace.  These themes help us to prepare for, and 
to understand, Christmas.   
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Each Sunday in Advent we will explore what each one of 
these looks like, how they have been expressed in Scripture 
and how we can make them a reality in the world in which 
we live.  What we prepare for in Advent, and then celebrate 
at Christmas is Godôs gift to the world, Godôs plan for the 
world for when we celebrate Christmas Day, we celebrate the 
birth of a child in whom the fullness of God resides.  In him 
hope, love, joy and peace are conveyed through his every 
word and every action.  By shaping of our lives in the shape 
of his we can give hope, love, joy and peace to the world. 
 
None of this easy, it requires prayer, reflection, commitment 
and courage but, I hope, you will find joy in this Advent 
journey, love in the celebration of Christmas, and peace for 
the year ahead.  If you do, remember it is then your task to 
share that!  
 
With love,  
 
Jason 

MINISTERôS REGISTER 
1st October ï 30th November    

 
BAPTISM 

 
13th October Ruby Veronica Grace Butler 

 
FUNERALS 

 
9th October Mrs Brenda Swift  The Bridge Church 
       Otley Cemetery 
 
15th October Mr Keith Stokes Rawdon Crematorium 
 
4th November Mrs Mavis Hogg The Bridge Church 

The Editors would like to wish all readers a Happy and 
Peaceful Christmas and best wishes for the New Year. We 
would also like to thank all our editorial contributors and also 
Peter who kindly prints each edition of The Messenger  
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PREACHING PLAN 
 

15th December 2024 ï 9th February 2025 
  
Sunday 15th December ï Third Sunday in Advent 
Gift Service Parade 
Reverend Jason McCullagh 
John 3. 7 - 18 
 
Sunday 22nd December ï Fourth Sunday in Advent 
Reverend Jason McCullagh 
Luke 1. 39 - 55 
  
Sunday 29th December ï First Sunday of Christmas 
 
There will be no Service at The Bridge today but a Joint 
Service at Salem at 2:30pm led by Mr John Eveleigh. Jason 
is on holiday. 
    
Sunday 5th January  ï Second Sunday of Christmas 
Sacrament of Holy Communion  
Reverend Jason McCullagh 
Matthew 2. 1 -12 
 
Sunday 12th January ï First Sunday of Epiphany 
Reverend Jason McCullagh. 
Luke 3. 15 ï 17, 21 -22 
 
Sunday 19th January ï Second Sunday of Epiphany  
Reverend Jason McCullagh 
John 2. 1 - 11  
 
Sunday 26th January ï Third Sunday of Epiphany 
Taste and See Service 
Reverend Jason McCullagh. 
Luke 4. 14 ï 21 
 
Sunday 2nd February ï Fourth Sunday of Epiphany 
Sacrament of Holy Communion  
Reverend Jason McCullagh 
Luke 4. 21 ï 30 
 
Sunday 9th February ï Fifth Sunday of Epiphany 
Jason is leading the Synodôs Sabbath Gathering. 
The leader of this Service is still to be arranged.  
. 
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Baptism 
 
On Sunday the 13th of October we celebrated the baptism of 
Ruby Veronica Grace Butler, baby daughter of Nick and 
Natalie. Ruby was supported by friends and family who had 
travelled some distance to be with her for her special day 
and it was good to welcome all. Ruby had also kindly 
provided biscuits and cake to share with everyone over 
coffee, which was very much appreciated! It is also good to 
have Ruby, Nick and Natalie joining us for Sunday morning 
worship. 
 

Birthdays and Anniversaries  
 
On the 21st of October 2024 Joan Wiseman celebrated her 
100th birthday, an amazing achievement! We were all 
fortunate to have Joan and her brother and sister-in-law with 
us in church on the 20thof October to see her cut her cake 
and share in fellowship with us afterwards. We hope you 
enjoyed all your celebrations Joan, for a very special 
birthday. 
 
Joan is also celebrating being in membership here at The 
Bridge Church for 80 years, after being received as a 
member of the then Congregational Church on the 3rd of 
December 1944 and has been an active member ever since. 
 
Also, Christine Beaumont will celebrate being a member here 
for 60 years, after being received into membership on the 1st 

of December 1964. 
 
Our love and congratulations go to you both. 
 

Do please pass on any good news you would like to share 
with any of the Pastoral Elders. 
 
Margaret Armitage. 
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NEXT MESSENGER  
 

Material for the next edition of the Messenger should be in 
the hands of the Editor by Sunday, 26th January and will be 
available for collection on Sunday, 9th February, 2025 
If possible, please send by e-mail to: 
messenger@otleybridgechurch.org.uk   

BIBLE STUDY 
 

During 2024 we have spent a lot of time, on Sundays and 
Wednesdays, looking at stories from the Old Testament.  We 
have heard from Exodus, Jonah, Ruth, Samuel and the 
Psalms.   
 
Now I offer a series of Bible Studies looking in more detail at 
the Old Testament.  I still need to work on the details of 
each study, but I offer the dates to you now and, if this 
interests you, I encourage you to keep an eye on the Notice 
Sheet for further details. 
 
Session One 
Tuesday 4th February 2:30pm and 7:30pm  
Session Two 
Wednesday 12th February 2:30pm and 7:30pm 
Session Three 
Tuesday 25th February 2:30pm and 7:30pm  
Session Four  
Thursday 6th March 2:30pm and 7:30pm  
Session Five 
Wednesday 12th March at 2:30pm 
Thursday 13th March at 7:30pm 
 

I hope you will be able to join me. 
 
Jason    
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We continue to enjoy our monthly get 
togethers with interesting speakers 
and excellent food.   
 
 
 

By the time you read this  we will have had our pre-
Christmas celebration with the Ukeladies group.  There will 
have been some sing along music and 
some carols. 
 

We had the óLadies Please Choirô at 
the November meeting; they always 
get a very enthusiastic reception from 
our members and they never 
disappoint. 
 

Happy Christmas to everyone especially our kitchen 
volunteers who provide such excellent meals. 
 

We will meet again in the New Yearðbut not the first 
Wednesday which will be New Years Day, but on January 8th 
 
Enid and  Mike Taylor 

TASTE AND SEE SERVICES 
 

Our óTaste and Seeô Services will continue to be offered in 
2025. 
 
Thank you for engaging with this new style as 
enthusiastically as you have.  
 
The next óTaste and Seeô Services will be held on: 
Sunday 26th January 
Sunday 23rd February 
Sunday 23rd March 
 

If you feel that you can help by either chairing the discussion 
group or offering a creative activity, please get in touch with 
me so I can share more of what these themes will be.  
 
Jason 
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Young Peoples Pages 
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