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CHRIST THE LORD IS RISEN TODAY – HALLELUJAH
‘The great gift of Easter is hope – Christian hope
which makes us have confidence in God, in his
ultimate triumph, and in his goodness and love, which
nothing can shake’. Basil Hume.
We have moved, through Lent to the triumphant entry into
Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, to the travails of Holy week, the
last supper, the betrayals, the humilating death and
eventually arrived at Easter’s empty tomb, the excited
women and confused disciples.
The desolation of Good Friday has given way to the joy of
Easter Day and the knowledge that Jesus is alive.
So do the events of 2000 years ago have any resonance
today? What on earth can we find to be hopeful about?
There is another war in Europe – millions have been
displaced, and further afield there are wars in Yemen and
Ethiopia.
There is a climate and environmental emergency
There is a ‘cost of living’ crisis and this country now
boasts more Food Banks than branches of MacDonalds,
and people (some in our community) are making
decisions as to whether to heat or eat.
And on top of all that, the pandemic is still with us. Will
life ever return to ‘normal’?
Events can overwhelm us, and the ‘hope’ to which Basil
Hume refers to is that unshakeable goodness and love found
in the resurrection.
We are Easter People, and, if nothing else we should act as
a beacon of hope in a despairing world. If we look carefully
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we can see those small signs of hope, there, in the actions of
individuals and groups of people;
The massive outpouring of love and concern that has
been shown to the people of Ukraine shows us that
humanity can be be united – a real sign of hope amidst
the carnage and destruction. The amazing response of
people willing to share their home with a refugee has
been astounding.
Young people, particulalrly, are leading the way in
showing us that we must take seriously our responsibility
to repair the planet – we cannot operate any longer as if
our actions have no consequences.
People are waking up to the scale of poverty in the UK –
there is a generous out-pouring of support for Food
Banks up and down the country and people are beginning
to question why a relatively wealthy country can tolerate
the levels of poverty that we see today in modern Britain.

The last two years have shown a renewed sense of
community as people rallied around to support the
vulnerable through the pandemic.
And so – if we are an Easter People here at the Bridge
Church how have we spread hope over the recent past……
We have remembered the people of Ukraine, we raised
money to support the Christian Aid appeal for Ukraine,
and we have supported other refugees living locally
through RETAS (Refugee Education Training Advisory
Service) through our harvest appeal.
The Bridge Church , in common with other churches,
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has declared an environmental emergency, and
through our two Environmental Officers we will develop
an action plan over the coming months.
We have, for the second year, through our Lent
challenge supported the Shine Food Bank, which
operates out of St Peter’s Parish Church in West
Bowling, Bradford – bringing some hope to one of the
poorest communities in the country.
Although the problems of the world threaten to overwhelm us
– there is hope – real Christian hope, and the amazing thing
is that as disciplesof the living Jesus Christ, we can be the
people who help to deliver that hope to others.
May you find peace and hope this Easter.
With best wishes
John Eveleigh
Church Secretary

Membership Anniversary

Congratulations go to Margaret Bradley and Dorothy Clegg
who will both be celebrating 60 years of membership of The
Bridge Church. Margaret & Dorothy became members on the
22nd of April 1962 and have been active within the life of the
church through all that time. We thank you for all you have
done and continue to do.
Please let the Pastoral elders know of any good news you
would like to be shared.
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PREACHING PLAN
10th APRIL – 12th June 2022
Sunday 10th April – Palm Sunday
John Eveleigh
Thursday 14th April Maundy Thursday 7.30 p.m.Reverend Brian Hunt
Sacrament of Holy Communion
Friday 15th April - Good Friday 11.00 a.m.
Reverend Mirella Moxon
Sunday 17th April - Easter Sunday - Reverend Jamie Kissack
Moderator of the Yorkshire Synod.
Sunday 24th April - Sheila Telfer
Sunday 1st May - Dr Ron Sweeney
Sacrament of Holy Communion
Sunday 8th May - Reverend Geoff Ellis
Sunday 15th May– Reverend Clare Downing
Moderator of the General Assembly
Sunday 22nd May - Reverend Alan Griffith

Sunday 29th May - Reverend Jason McCullagh
Sunday 5th June - Pentecost - Reverend Jason McCullagh
Sacrament of Holy Communion and celebration service for
the Queens Platinum Jubilee
Sunday 12th June - Reverend Jason McCullagh
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MEMBERS OBITUARIES
PETER LIGHTFOOT
Peter was born, in York, on 15th of May 1930 to Elsie and
William Lightfoot and was an only child. Peter spent forty
years working for what became British Telecom.
He reached the age of ninety-one until his body failed him.
He still had a sense of humour. When Wendy spoke to him
on the phone he asked if the government had changed? He
had been stuck in so long! Then he ran out of breath again.
Peter started work as a Boy Messenger while the Second
World War was still going on, becoming a Youth in Training
before doing his Army Service with The Royal Signals for two
and a half years. Then it was back to the green Post Office
Telephone vans, overhead construction, and a series of
external duties.
Otley Training School was Peter’s next port of call, where he
was an instructor for five years before being promoted to
Installation Inspector in Leeds and then moving to
Installation Control. Living in Otley he had many interests,
photography, motorbikes and helping with The Scouts,
becoming Assistant District Commissioner to Ken Day.
Peter met his wife Pamela through friends during his Army
years. They were married on April 4th, 68 years ago. He had
one daughter, Wendy. Wendy has two children, Stephen
born in Oxford and Fiona in Germany. They are now married.
Peter had become a great grandfather to Noelia in 2021.
Peter was a member of The Bridge Church, Otley where he
supported The Dementia Club/Cafe when Pamela was in the
Nursing Home with Dementia, for the last four and a half
years of her life. Her legs weakened by polio when she was
younger had ceased to work.
He took the grandchildren out on trips to the seaside and
came back with tales of donkey rides. There was a donkey
called Wendy which they thought was funny. They crawled all
over him when little and he took them out and about.
He treated Ivan, his son-in-law like the son he had never
had. They would go out to the pub ( The Spite ) in the
evening and on trips out: men-time.
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He loved his cars and left a long list of all the cars he had
owned. [He latterly enjoyed all kinds of gadgets that might
assist him around the house].
He did have a sense of humour and would tell some tales of
his life. Once a window salesman said there was a
competition to sell the most to get a car. Dad (Peter) bought
the windows in two batches on the provision the man brought
the car to show him if he won it.
Another time one of the builders of a garage next door to him
said he had a certain car (a Porsche 9/11S) and Dad (Peter)
was very interested and the builder came back with it and
took him out in it, fast, over the tops. He really enjoyed it.
Peter was honorary uncle to a lot of good friends’ children
who are here to remember him today. [He was also a good
friend and neighbour.]

BRIDGE CHURCH IN NUMBERS
Each year, the Church Secretary submits the church’s statistics to
the United Reformed Church – the numbers in the table below are
the figures submitted for the year ending 31st December 2021.
Total number of church members (at 31st December
2021)
Average attendance at Sunday morning worship
(during 2021)*
Number of serving Elders
Number of non-serving Elders
Number of Baptisms conducted at the Bridge Church
(during 2021)
Number of weddings conducted at the Bridge Church
(during 2021)
Number of funeral services held at the Bridge Church
(during 2021)
Number of memorial services held at the Bridge
Church (during 2021)

114
71
14
16
3
2
10
3

*the number in worship fluctuated during 2021 as a result of the
various restrictions imposed upon the church – we are now edging
back towards our pre-pandemic average congregation size of 100+
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CHURCH GARDEN – MEMORIAL TREES
The church receives many compliments regarding our
excellent gardens, and we know that our grounds are
enjoyed by many local residents and visitors to the town.
Over recent years a number of people have requested, and
been granted, permission to have a tree planted in memory
of a loved one, and these trees have helped to further
enhance our grounds.
However, it is now felt that we
have reached the capacity of trees
which can be planted within the
church garden without it
significantly impacting on other
uses of the garden (for example
our Teas on the Lawn, outdoor
nativity etc.). It is also not
advisable to plant trees too close
to the buildings, as this leads to
future maintenance problems.
Therefore no further permissions
will be granted for the planting of
‘in memoriam’ trees, and instead
we would ask members and
friends who wish to have a lasting
memorial for a loved one to
consider other schemes and
projects within the church to
support.
We trust that people will
understand the reasons behind
this decision
John Eveleigh
Church Secretary
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HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN’S PLATINUM JUBILEE
On 6th February 2022 Queen Elizabeth II became the first
British Monarch to reign for seventy years.
To celebrate this historic milestone the Bridge Church are
planning a Jubilee Party on Saturday 28th May from 6:30pm.
There will be a buffet, games, a quiz, and a talent show. If
you would like to take part in the talent show, please speak
to Alison Anslow who will explain how long you can have on
stage! This event is designed for all the Church to
participate in, whatever your age, and allow us the
opportunity to gather to celebrate the Platinum Jubilee and
our own fellowship.
On Sunday 5th June the Bridge Church will be hosting the
Civic Service of Thanksgiving for the Queen and this will be
at our usual time of 10:30am.
After two long years of restrictions let us hope that these
celebrations bring joy and the chance to party!
Jason

Beavers
One Monday evening the Beavers went for a walk around
Otley, taking with them some plants. Attached to the plant
was a little verse:
Here’s a little flower
With love from us to you.
We hope it keeps you smiling,
All Spring and Summer
through.
It’ll need a little water,
And the right amount of sun.
We hope that you accept it
and see a good deed done.
We put them on random
doorsteps throughout the town
and received this lovely letter
from one of the recipients.
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GETTING TO KNOW . . . NOAH DOCKAR
In the last issue of The Messenger, Jason interviewed the
longest serving member of the Bridge Church. For this
edition we feature one of the younger attenders of the
Bridge, Noah Dockar. Noah was interviewed by Jason shortly
before he went on his sabbatical.
How long have you been attending The Bridge Church?
I have been attending The Bridge Church since I was born
and was also christened there.
Can you share one memory of
your time at Church?
When we go on church weekend’s
spending hours looking at the
jigsaw and, I know it is two, but I
really enjoyed talking to everyone
at the 200 year anniversary meal.
(Noah is pictured at the 200th
anniversary meal).

Which school do you attend and at what stage of your
educational journey are you at?
I am at Prince Henry’s Grammar School. I am in year 11 and
preparing for my GCSEs.

What are your favourite subjects?
My favourite subjects would probably be Spanish, Biology
and Chemistry, Maths and Music
What do you hope will be your next steps in
education?
Hopefully I will be successful with my GCSEs and my grade 7
trumpet. After that I would like to stay on at PHGS to do my
A-level choices of Biology Chemistry Spanish and Music.

What activities do you enjoy outside of school?
I enjoy watching TV, Movies, playing hockey, baking and
also eating whatever I have baked (if it tastes nice and has
chocolate).
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What is your favourite film?
Back to the Future, Star Wars, The Hobbit or The
Shawshank Redemption
What is your favourite food?
Mexican such as fajitas and enchiladas
If you could encourage the Church to do one thing,
what would it be?
To carry on listening to the suggestions of everyone and to
make sure we keep involving the youth in worship.
What does Jesus mean to you?
Someone who brings the church family together and helps
us to remember the church is always welcoming and
supportive.

CHURCHES TOGETHER
IN OTLEY
PRAYER BREAKFASTS
Join the monthly Prayer Breakfasts that take placeon
the first Saturday in the month from 8am to 9.15am

The next few Prayer Breakfasts are as follows;
Sat 7th May

Catholic Church

Sat 4th June

TBA

Sat 2nd July

Parish Church

CTO MEETING
The next meeting of Church Together in Otley takes place in our church hall on
Wednesday 4th May at 2pm – you are welcome to attend.
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Jason opened our meeting on 2nd February, he then
continued as our speaker. His talk was very interesting
taking in each decade of Queen Elizabeth II's reign. He
spoke and showed us pictures of things that happened in
each decade and after each one he gave us time to discuss
what we could remember and what had been happening to
us during that decade. Many of us had married and had
children around the same time. It was surprising how much
we remembered of the earlier decades than the later
ones. If Jason does this talk for any other groups I can
recommend it. After Jason's talk, we all enjoyed a lovely
lunch.
On 2nd March John Eveleigh opened our meeting, he spoke
to us about Lent and how instead of giving something up for
Lent we could do something for someone less fortunate than
ourselves. He suggested one idea would be to give to the
food collection at Church. John was followed by our
speaker, Veronica Bird, she has spoken to us before about
her time in the prison service. Her talk today was about
mothers and babies in prison. She told us about one
prisoner who managed to convince everyone, with the help
of other inmates, that she was pregnant and this wasn't
discovered until the baby was due.
She also told us about an incident many years later when a
young man told her she knew him; that she had bathed him
and fed him when he was a baby. It appeared his mother
had been a prisoner. We all enjoyed her talk and look
forward to her coming again. Once again after the talk we
enjoyed a lovely lunch. Thank you Jennifer and the helpers
in the kitchen.
Christine Pollard
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Dear Friends
I would like to say thank you for your good wishes when I
received my certificate for long service to the Bridge Church.
It was a great honour.
Also, my thanks for cards, flowers and messages when I
was taken ill. It was comforting to receive them. I am
improving, but I am still work in progress!
Thank you again
Daphne Potter
Dear Friends
Last Sunday I had what I call a funny turn while at church.
Luckily Dorothy who was sitting behind me came to my
rescue, followed by Hilary and many others who provided me
with water and hot tea later. Thank you to everyone for their
care and concern and support and love including Rev. Alan
Griffith. I’m having lots of investigations done but very much
on the mend.
Best wishes

Diana Davies
We also received the message below from Anne Latham
(Connie Armitstead’s daughter). Sadly, Connie passed away
the following day, but we thought we would be nice to
publish to let the membership know that they were
appreciated by Connie
Could you possibly pass on my mums (Connie Armitstead)
sincere thanks for the flowers sent to her recently from the
Bridge church . They were very much appreciated. It was
lovely to receive them.
Thanks
Anne
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At the meeting on 7th February 2022 the speaker was Kitty
Ross, the Deputy Curator for Social and Local History at the
Abbey House Museum. Her talk was Women and Music.
Jason chaired the meeting and referred to the fact there were
very few women to mention in the Bible at all. The Song of
Deborah and Mary's Song were two references to women and
music and he recited these to us.
Kitty gave us a resume of women from the 1800's to the mid
1900's who had made their name in the field of music. They
mainly came from three sections of society, the upper class,
who had the time, money and musical experience, music
teachers because this was a respectable occupation for
women, and those who entered the field of musical
entertainment in the music halls. Singing, playing the piano
and mandolin were considered to be suitable
accomplishments for women. The music was wide ranging
and in this time women were accepted as major composers
and were published. Radio 3 now giving a voice for these
works.
Kitty played such original recordings as were available at the
museum and also recordings which had been made by
students from the Leeds Musical College. Remarks were
made about the clarity of the music and the vocals of this
period. During the recordings we saw pictures, from the
collection in the museum which were appropriate to the piece
of music we were hearing.
It was a fascinating incite into the subject and Jason paid
tribute to the effort and research that Kitty had put into the
talk. Some of us just felt a little sad that the meeting did not
finish with the rendition of The Floral Dance which Kitty had
mentioned, because we were out of time. She did assure us
that it was not written by Terry Wogan.
At the meeting on 7th March, the Wharfedale Men's Choir
were given a warm welcome and started their afternoon's
performance with the great hymn Guide me O thou great
Jehovah. A larger than usual audience added their voices to
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this hymn.
The Choir then continued the Welsh theme with pieces
which included the well known All Through the Night.
The next three pieces Let there be peace on earth, Moon
River – which included a violin solo beautifully performed by
the conductor and All in the April evening gave a
very relaxing and nostalgic feel to the afternoon.

The USA provided the source for You'll Never Walk Alone, The
Road home in which Peter Roberts gave a lovely solo
performance and The long day closes. The tranquil
atmosphere continued with a further violin solo - the theme
from the film Ladies in Lavender.
The afternoon finished with rousing performances With a
Little bit of Luck, No business like show business and When
the Saints go Marching in.

We were all very grateful to the Choir, their Conductor and
Pat their wonderful pianist for a lovely musical entertainment
and approximately 60 people enjoyed their cup of tea feeling
very happy and uplifted.
One member of the Choir was heard to say on his way out “I
thought that went alright” and it certainly did!
On the 21 March 2022 the fist day of Spring - Vincent
Gibbons a Trustee of the Sylvia Wright Trust was welcomed to
the meeting and gave a presentation on the remarkable work
of Sylvia Wright.
Sylvia was born in Leeds and has worked with the poor in
India for 40 years. She trained as a nurse at Leeds General
Infirmary, trained as a midwife, health visitor and lecturer
which are the skills she took to one of the poorest districts in
South East India.

Starting with a mobile clinic she then opened a hospital in
1985 which she ran for 32 years. The Indian Government
built a hospital nearby so Sylvia moved onto her next
project. A Nursing College which provided a 3 year
residential degree course for some 60 – 120 students.
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Following this she opened a boarding school for children with
hearing loss. 200 children aged 3 – 16 are at the school,
most are boarders but there are some day pupils. There is no
charge to the families and many of the children go onto
University and are then able to live independent lives and
earn their own income. IT being a very large industry in
India has proved to be a positive subject for those with
hearing loss and a good career opportunity. Many charities
have helped fund this project and have helped provide the
funding for trained staff. Playtime is considered essential for
the children and we saw some lovely pictures of the girls
dancing and the boys playing cricket.
Childhood disability is quite common in India and there is
very little Government provision for this so Sylvia opened
day centres for these children. These are very basic and are
run mainly by volunteers. Sylvia was assisted in this project
by Lee Morgan, an American and a new centre has been
provided with equal funding from the USA, India and the UK.
Sylvia is currently mainly retired but assists the new leader
John Rajkumar who with the help of the Trustees and
Charitable Contributions are continuing to achieve the aims
to develop the maximum potential of every single child.
A marvellous achievement which has come about from one
woman who left her very comfortable lifestyle behind to help
others. Among other numerous recognitions, Sylvia has
been awarded the MBE and the OBE.
he sun was still shining as Mr Gibbons was thanked for his
very interesting and informative review of an outstanding
woman.
Jaqui Blackburn
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A PRAYER FOR UKRAINE
(FROM THE PARISH PUMP)
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
We pray for the leaders of the nations,
that you will guide them in the ways of freedom, justice and
truth.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for those who bear arms on behalf of the nation,
that they may have discipline and discernment,
courage and compassion.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for our enemies, and those who wish us harm,
that you will turn the hearts of all to kindness and friendship.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for the wounded and the captive,
the grieving and the homeless,
that in all their trials they may know your love and support.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Most holy God and Father,
hear our prayers for all who strive for peace
and all who fight for justice.

Help us, who today remember the cost of war,
to work for a better tomorrow;
and, as we commend to you lives lost in terror and conflict,
bring us all, in the end, to the peace of your presence;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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CHURCH DIARY - FEBRUARY 2022– APRIL 2022
Weekly events
The Bridge Cafe - Every Thursday at 2p.m.
Parents & Toddlers - Every Thursday and Friday at
9.30 a.m.

Quiet Communion - Every Wednesday at 10 a.m.
Regular Events
Women’s Meeting
April 25th
May 9th
May 23rd
June 6th

-Cycling the Hymalayas - Michelle Morris
- From Prison to Palace - Veronica Bird
- Burmantofts Pottery - Lesley Newham
Music and Strawberries - Peter Roberts
entertains

Food and Friends 1st Wednesday of each month at
10.30 a.m.
May 4th and June 6th.
T Club - 4th Thursday of each Month
April 28th
May 26th

- Old Otley Revisited—Andrew Howard
- Flower Arranging - Margaret Crossfield

Supper Club—3rd Thursday of each month at 7.30 p.m.
19th May

- Crown Green Bowling followed by supper
at the Yew Tree.

Singing for Fun - alternate Mondays at 7.30 p.m.
25th April, 9th May, 23rd May and 6th June
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SITUATIONS VACANT
Gill Chapman, our
Safeguarding Co-ordinator,
has given notice that she
would like to relinquish the
position by next year’s AGM,
after many years in the post.
This is a vital role within the life of the church, is this a
position that you could take up? – if so, please see our church
secretary, John Eveleigh, or contact him at
john.eveleigh@btinternet.com

MORE LOVE QUOTES

But God commendeth his love toward us,
In that, while we were yet sinners,
Christ died for us.
ROMANS 5:8
—————————————
God must love the common man;
He made so many of them.
ABRAHAM LINCOLN

NEXT MESSENGER

Material for the next edition of the
Messenger should be in the hands
of the Editor by Sunday, 29th May
and will be available for collection
on Sunday, 12 June, 2022
If possible, please send by e-mail
to:
messenger@otleybridgechurch.
org.uk
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