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Introduction ﬁ

This scheme cha”cr\gcs young Pcoplc to think about the Collective Wors}ﬁp thcg
experience in schools and to Plag an active and thoughtpu] part in it. Althoug!ﬁ it is
intended to be used with students in upper ch Stagc 2 it would be Possib]c to
adapt the cha”cngcs to suit both students in SCcondary school and younger

children.

[T ach of the three lcve!s, bronze, silver and gold, contain four sections.

ié} | Section 1: A Sense of Spacc
e Tl’n's allows children to think about where ti—wcg worship and cha”cngcs them to

think about how thcg can create a space which will aid their cxPcricncc of worship.

ii} Section 2: A Sense of Communitg

Npor The second section of each level allows Pupils to cxpiorc what it means to

worship with others and what it is to be Part of a community.

Section 3: A Sense of Wonder

M’ T his section enables youngsters to reflect on their own spiritualitg, to consider

the role of quict reflection and the P!acc of ac’civity as a responsc to worship.

[i.k Section 4 A 5en5e of Chrﬁstﬁan deiﬁon

g i T his section is an investigative one, in which youngsters can research the

R ™" o

wealth of Christian literature which has been handed down in the form of prayers,

scriPturcs, pocms and songs. T]’rrough cxpioring these traditions children can

cxPlorc what resonates with them and think about writing their own responses.



As part of these units a child will be cncouraged to take part in the school’s

collective worship ina Practica] lcadcrs}wip role. The Practical clement will increase

as cl'uildrcn PrOngSS t!’ﬂ'OUgl’T cach ]CVC] anc] mag talcc PlaCC in cithcr SC]’]OO] or C]’]UI’Ch

worship.

For cxamP]c, depcndcnt on the abi]itg of the c}wiid, a child may:

Light the candle
Announce a song

| eada prayer

Partake in dance/drama
Arrangc the Physica] focus

53 worldng through these sections at different levels children will dcvc]oP:

e

Lcadcrship skills

Tools for organization

Undcrstand different comPoncnts of worship and the imPortance of
order, pattern and silence

An awareness of their own spiritua]journ63

An undcrstanding of their Pcrsonal Prchrcnces in worsf'niP

A rcsPcct forthe Prmcerenccs of others

An awareness of what ECIPS them to worshiP God

Spcaking and listcning skills

Social interaction

53 working through this material the staff and governors can review the

effectiveness of the school’s worshiP Pojicics and Practiccs and the impact that

collective worsl')ip has on PuPils.

T he material will allow the staff and governors to become incrcasinglg aware of the

power of collective worsl':ip to inspirc and unite the whole school communitg in its

corporate vision.
I’c givcs members of the local church a structured role to enable them to engage in the

iourney alongside the children and to recognise the authenticity of worshi within
J 4 g g . P

t]ﬁc schoo].

Whilst using this Pack Plcasc respect the fntcgn'tg of the responses of

individuals.



How to (Jse T his Resource

Self sclecting cub led 135 . school staff or church members with training, bg
head as a way of exPIoring their vision and showing commitment to the
ccntra]itg of worship within the school

. To Provide material for a focus clag for Pupils and staff

T o inform the National Sociétg T oolkit and Provic]c evidence for SJAS
As an aid to ]'JclP the whole school understand the purposecs of collective
wors]'lip within the sc}':oo], for example using circle time

o As a way oxcdcvc]oping class worship

. Lin]dng with R units—as a way of cxp]on’ng how and why Pcoplc wors]'nip

Recognising Achievement

Eac}ﬁ school will assess for itself whether or not a child has achieved the

different levels
C}')f]drcn will use the PuPi] handbook to record their work and assess their

lcaming

]:'rcsen’cing the Awards

Idca”y the bronze certificate should be Prcscntcd in school, the silver certificate
should be Prcscntcd by a member of the church community in church and the gold

certificate at a diocesan occasion or bg a bishop or diocesan rcprcscntativc



m

o BRONZ
o o A Sense of 5Pacc:

A specia] P]ace to think and pray

Jn this section we look at Qucstions -‘

the environment in which we £ A
wors/w)o and think about © POﬂ cr
how our surroundings “)  Where is Collective Worship

(Assembly) held in your school ?

Is the room used for any other
activities? What are they?

Could you tell what activity is about to
take place just by looking at how the

room is set up?

What changes take place in the room

to allow worship to happen?

aﬁfect /)OW we feel

Thi ngs to do: you m{gﬁt choose to do one or two of these activities or

a similar one which fits with your school,

¢ Drawa diagram of the room in which Co”cctivc Worship takes Placc.
Who sits where? What things are added or taken away for the worship to
]’zappcn?

¢  What Christian artefacts and sgmbols are used c!uring worship? Could
you draw them and talk about whg some Christians believe these objccts
are imPortant to them?

¢ You might take your turn at hclping to set up the room for worship. For
cxampic you mig]'l’c set up the staff chairs, get out the OHF, Placc the
spccial cloth and symbols in a central Placc or whatever your school does
to get rcac]y for worship.

¢ bcgou wanted to spcnd some quict time at home thinking about (God and
Pcoplc, where would you go? What are the t]'lings around you that might
help you think?




A Sense of Communitg: 5

Who are we worshipping with?

77)1:5 section /76{05 us to think t/@rougﬁ QUCS Hons to -'
the idea of co//cct/hg to‘gctﬁcr as a

PONCJCF

school communil:‘g each a’aﬂ to Wors/u/'o.

Sometimes we reflect,
think and pray by ourselves.

When might some people feel the
need to do this?

Sometimes we meet in a bigger
group. We collect together to
worship and think. This is what
we do in every school in England.
Every day we collect together to
worship:

Why might it be important for the

. school community to come

together for Collective Worship

every day?

N )

T hin gs to do: choose to do one or two of these activities ora similar one

which tits with your school.

¢  What is the pattern of worship in your school throughout the week? What part of
the day do you have worship and what are the different groupings for worship ?
Make a poster which will help other classes to know the pattern of school

worship.
¢  Write a prayer giving thanks for children who attend your school. You might be
able to read the prayer at Collective Worship.

¢  Take some photos of children in your school and make a PowerPoint which
could be used during worship when a prayer is said for your school community.




Jn this section we think about some of the Q &
uestions

ways we can talk to Goa{ Wc consider w/)ﬂ Jt

m[g/n‘ be fmloortant to have times in our

wors/:ilp when we can be still and think. We

A SCHSC of Wondcrz 6
How do we talk to God?

' d

to Pondcr

? Why might people

also cxp/orc w/y we m[g/7t sometimes need to 3 feel a need to talk

be active in our prayerresponse.

to God?
r) How do you feel during
. Collective Worship when
you have time to sit and
think?
r) Have you tried walking
around your school
grounds by yourself ....
just thinking. How does
it feel?

¢

¢

Thi ngs to do: you m{g/ﬁ' choose to do one or two of these activities or

a similar one which fits with gour school,

With your group make a prayer tree on which pupils could hang their
prayers throughout the week.

Go for a walk around the school grounds and think about all the things
about your school that makes you feel happy and safe.

Find a place in your school or surroundings which is a special place for you.
Draw a picture of it and write down some words which remind you of why

that place is special.

What are the sounds that give you a sense of peace or contentment? You
may try listening to a whole range of sounds from nature . Download these
sounds from the web and explain to your partner how these sounds make

you feel and why these sounds are important to you.




Jn this section we cxlo/orc some prayers Qu estions to ."
that have been written 5ﬂ (hristians
from a /ong time ago. e also think about
the | ord’s F rayer, its meaning and the
types of, /D/accs where it m{gﬁt be used.

A Sense of Christian T radition: 7

Where do we find our resources?

POI‘IC!CI"

Can you find prayers that
others have written?

Does your school have a
school prayer book to
which children contribute ?

Do you know any prayers
written by people a very
long time ago?

Which prayers would you
like to say for yourself?

N D

N )

T hin gs to do: you m[g/ri‘ choose to do one or two of these activities ora

similar one which fits with your school

¢

Look through some prayer books and find a prayer that could be used at the
following times: when we are happy, when we are sad, a prayer for the
beginning or the end of the day, a prayer for our family or friends. You might
want to photocopy these prayers or type them out .

Our moods often change throughout the day and depending on our experience,
illustrate a prayer that might help pupils with their specific mood/experiences.

Learn the Lord’s Prayer and find suitable pictures on the web to illustrate this
prayer. You might make a power point presentation and use it during worship.

The Lord’s prayer is said by Christians from around the world. Could you find
a copy of this prayer in other languages or find someone who could say the
Lord’s prayer in another language? Why might it be important for people to be
able to say this prayer in their birth language?

Write or find a prayer that could be used when a candle is lit at the beginning
of your school worship. Could you read this prayer at worship?




aoyedINpy Jo paeog
0INLY, JO 35901

IopeaT drysaopn
SATORT[O]) B Sk 98100 & paga[dwioo seyy

Je(] WLIJUOO O3 ST STY |,

mu@i_ QZUO0.J

@:UC@U @Lu WCELMNJ |




SILVER 8
A Sense of Space:

Where are we worshipping?

/n this section we consider how other /ou/Di/s feel about the
space where t/:cy wors/n}'o. We also cxpcrimcnt with how we

can create 5Pacc w/n'c/) /764'05 us fto rcf/cct on t/zc t/u:mc 07[

the wors/u/b.

Questions to P
Pon&cr

How do aspects of the
*  room affect how you feel when you
enter this space for worship?
? What is the visual focus that you notice
as you prepare to worship? Does this
Focus change throughout the year?

Thi ngs to do: gou m{g/it choose to do one or two of these activitics or a

similar one which fits with your school,

¢  Devise a simple questionnaire to find out how other pupils in your class feel
about the place they worship.

¢ Use the results of your questionnaire to help you create a space for worship in
your classroom which meets the needs and wishes of your class.

¢  Taking the Collective Worship theme for the week what worship focus could
help you create and enhance the theme?

¢ Create a worship focus for a particular Christian Festival e.g Christmas,
Pentecost.




A Sense of Communitg:

Who are we worshipping with?

[ his section Ac{ps us to think about
how whole school wors/w/’oplhg to-
gcf/u:r differs from class based or ,éc,y
stage WO/'S/II;D . We think about who
makes up our school community and

/70w c/ufa’rcn at aliﬁfcrcnt ages /Javc
a//%rcn t ncccfs.

Questions to

| POﬂdCr

How many children go to your
school? How many classes make up
your school? What is the age range of
the children who go to your school?

Who else is part of your school community
and when do they come into worship?
Does this make worship feel different?

How might you help a new child at your
school to feel confident about coming to
Collective Worship?

T hin gs to do: choose to do one or two of these activities or a similar

one which fits with yoursc/)oo[

¢ Take a visit to the classroom of the youngest class in your school. What

type of things have the children been doing? How does it differ from your
own classroom and class activities? Using the information you have
gathered, with the teacher devise and lead an age appropriate act of
worship for this class

Find out what songs for worship the younger children know and like.
Now make up hand actions to one of those songs which will help the
younger children remember and think about the song. You might like to
teach this to that group of children.

In each school there are different themes for Collective Worship
throughout the year. Find out who is responsible for drawing up the
themes in our school and look at what the themes are for a term. Which of
these themes make a difference to your school community? What other
themes would you like included?

Create a poster for classrooms which tell children what the theme for
Collective worship is for one of the weeks.




/n t/u'5_ section we look at some ways Pon dC r
in which we m[g/:t reflect on the theme

of the (ollective WOI'S/IIIb. We look at

A Scnse of Wonc’cr: ‘O
How do we talk to God?

(uestions to

? When you sit quietly for a few
& minutes what sounds can you hear?
? How difficult is it to just sit and

ways fo /zcﬁa us bc ca/m and rcaq’g L T ady 1o listen?

for wars/u})

? Are there any physical actions or repetitive
! tasks that help you to think or pray? E.g
holding an object; taking a walk

¢

T hin gs to do: choose to do one or two of these activities or a similar

one which fits with gour school.

Use some lighted candles and place safely in the middle of a circle of
children. Choose a news item that has brought sorrow, sadness and
darkness to some people that week. Think or pray quietly about this issue
and then talk to the person next to you about what might bring light and

hope to the situation.

Give everybody in your group a pebble. Spend time looking at it and
feeling it. The pebble has been on an incredible journey throughout time
and has changed shape as it has been weathered by the elements. Think
about how you have changed over the years since coming to school. What
changes have been good ? What changes have we found difficult? Place
the pebble in some water and think about all those changes that have
washed over your life. You might now like to talk to God about some of

those changes or think about them quietly in your mind.

Create your own Act of Collective Worship on an environmental issue and
include a physical action through which people can express commitment or
intention. For example you might get people to stick a post-it sticker on a
globe as we think about different parts of the world. Or you might give
everybody in your group a piece of “rubbish” which they eventually place
at a central location to create something “beautiful” and “transforming”
during a quite reflective time. Did doing something physical during
Collective worship help you to reflect? How did others feel?




Jn this section we Jook at where
we find resources to enhance our Qu estions to _‘
(ollective Wors/u}). We Jook at
ﬁymns and rc/[g/ous songs,

stories and pragers.

A Sense of (_hristian T radition:

Where do we find our resources?

|

POHCJC!‘

“)  What are your favourite
. hymns or songs?
? When and how is music used in your
. worship?
t) How does music make a difference
. in worship?
? What types of music are suitable to
. play before and after worship?

¢

T hin gs to do: choose to do one or two of these activities or a similar

one which fits with your school.

Find songs and hymns which are suitable for: Christmas, Easter, Harvest,
Pentecost. What songs could you sing at the beginning and end of the
school year? What songs would you sing when thinking about the

environment or world peace?
Do some research to find out what are the “top ten” favourite hymns and
songs of your school.

Select a new song for your school to learn or learn to sign one of your
hymns through makaton.

Create a dance or movement to a song/piece of music which will help you
and others reflect on the theme of the worship.

Listen to a sung version of the Lord’s Prayer and add hand actions to
emphasise its meaning.
With adult help select some music which might be suitable to play as

children come in to Collective Worship where children will think about an
environmental issue. Did other children find it a helpful piece of music to

help them think about the theme?
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GOLD | ]

A Sense of SPacc:
Where are we worshipping?

/n this section we reflect upon QUCStiOHS to ")
how rc//g/ous 5ui/a’fng5 /zc{o Pon d er

create moods for WOI‘S/HP. We
How might religious buildings help the
worshipper think about God?
What are the things in the natural
world make you think about God?
Do you feel most comfortable in a
large open space or do you feel
secure in an enclosed space?
How does the space you’re in affect your
worship?

also look at spaces in the natural
that m[g/n‘ /]C/f') us to Worsﬁlp e
use this /énow/cc/gc to /Jc{o us
create different spaces in which

WO/'S/II}O can be held

DN N )

Thi ngs to do: choose to do one or two of these activities or a similar

one which fits with your school,

¢ Visit a local church. Sketch the things in the building which help Christians to
worship?

¢  Design a permanent worship space for your school. Think about how you would
use all of your senses in this space.

¢  Walk around the school grounds and find a suitable place where your class or
school could worship. Create an act of worship which would enable people to
worship with some of their physical senses in that space? E.g. what can you see,

smell ,touch ?

¢ Plan a prayer garden/reflective area for your school. [www.rewp..] Create the
designs and say how it would be used. Remember to use all of the senses.

¢ Create a walk around the school grounds identifying suitable places for people to
stop and reflect. Design some laminated reflection cards that can be put in those

places.

¢ Create a space in which a Communion service might take place for your
school.




Jn this section we look at what

A Sense of Commumity: ]}

Who are we worsHiPPing with?

ﬁappcns when Pcojo/c from the QUCSﬁOﬂS to
community join us for WOI‘S/]’I/b. P ond er
We reflect on how it feels when
we ioin the local church or 2 How is Collective Worship
s oc . different when led by people from

Diocesan event for Worsﬁl)o outside the school community?

How is it different when visitors join
= our Collective Worship?

”?i' What do you remember about a visit to
¥ Church/Cathedral worship with your
school for a special event e.g.
Education Sunday. How did it make

you feel?

Thﬁngs to do: choose to do one or two of these activities or a similar

one which fits with your school

¢

®

Work with your local vicar to produce an act of worship on a theme of your
choice which might take place in school or in church.

Produce guidelines which might be helpful to visitors when leading worship in
your school.

Invite a local group e.g. toddlers or senior citizens to an act of worship which you
have planned especially for them.

Walk around your local community with a digital camera and take pictures of
things you might want to pray about. Write prayers to accompany your pictures.

Find the website for your local Cathedral and find out about worship that takes
place there. It might be possible for you to visit with your class. What questions
would you like to ask a member of the Cathedral Clergy? You might like to write

a letter to a member of the Cathedral staff,

With an adult’s help create and lead an act of Collective Worship which
demonstrates that you understand that children of different ages have different

needs.




A 56!’156 of Wonder: H’
How do we talk to God?

Jn this section we think about Qu estions to _‘
ways in which /ocop/c wors/nlb

and rcspona’ fo Goa{ Wc
cx/o/orc a range of prayer

POI"IC‘CF’

When Christians pray they talk to God.
How might they do this? How might
they also listen to God?

Can you think of people who have
listened to God? (Think about the

2N

siy/cs .

)

story of St Francis)

? Why do some people use silence in
prayer?

? What helps you and others to pray?

Thi ngs to do: choose to do one or two of these activities or a similar

one which fits with your school.

¢  Create an expressive dance or a piece of music for use in school worship.

¢ Use image and sound to enhance the use of a Psalm for Worship e.g Psalm 23
or Psalm 8. How might this Psalm help us to pray to God?

¢  Research the National Gallery website for paintings which will illustrate a
particular Bible story. Retell the story during Collective Worship using the
pictures. How do these pictures help you to reflect/think about God?

¢ Choose a poem or meditative reading which might help you to talk or listen to
God during worship.

¢  Take a newspaper or internet news to make a wall collage of concerns for
prayer.

¢ Create an interactive reflective area where fellow pupils can go to pray or think.
What resources might you need in it?

¢ Invite one of the local clergy to explore with you hand gestures and postures
i.e. kneeling that are used in Traditional Anglican Worship, in particular the

Communion Service.




A Sense of (hristian | radition:

thre do we find our resources?

Jn this section we look at ,

uestions to 4
Biblical  and L/%ucgfca/ Q
resources  which m{g/n‘ POﬂdCl‘
inform  and neprre.our ? How does worship in your school
worship. " reflect the Christian Year?

Why might it be important to have a
pattern?

Bible stories during worship?

Why might Christians read or listen to

Things to do: choose to do one or two of these activities or a similar

one which fits with ﬂoursc/roo[

¢

Choose Bible stories or passages which could be used at : Christmas;
Easter; at a sad time; at a happy time and when thinking about world

peace.

Look at Bible stories in different translations and choose an appropriate
version for two different age groups in your school.

Create a drama interpretation of one of the Bible stories and act it out
during an act of worship.

Create a prayer with responses which could be used in Collective Worship
at a special time e.g. Harvest.

Look at some services from the Anglican book of Common Worship and
find some liturgical greetings, confessions and intercessions which might
be possible to use in school.

With your local clergy look at the structure of the communion service and
then devise a communion service which can be used at your school. You

might be able to take part.
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