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Processional Hymn (NEH 246)
1 Holy Father, cheer our way
With thy love’s perpetual ray;
Grant us every closing day
Light at evening time.
2 Holy Saviour, calm our fears
When earth’s brightness disappears;
Grant us in our latter years
Light at evening time.
3 Holy Spirit, be thou nigh
When in mortal pains we lie;
Grant us, as we come to die,
Light at evening time.
4 Holy, blessèd Trinity,
Darkness is not dark with thee;
Those thou keepest always see
Light at evening time.

2

Introduction
The minister introduces the service
Dearly beloved,
the Scripture moveth us in sundry places to acknowledge
and confess our manifold sins and wickedness;
[and that we should not dissemble nor cloak them
before the face of almighty God our heavenly Father;
but confess them with an humble, lowly,
penitent and obedient heart;
to the end that we may obtain forgiveness of the same
by his infinite goodness and mercy.
And although we ought at all times
humbly to acknowledge our sins before God;
yet ought we most chiefly so to do,
when we assemble and meet together
to render thanks for the great benefits
that we have received at his hands,
to set forth his most worthy praise,
to hear his most holy word,
and to ask those things which are requisite and necessary,
as well for the body as the soul.
Wherefore I pray and beseech you,
as many as are here present,
to accompany me with a pure heart, and humble voice,
unto the throne of the heavenly grace, saying after me:
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All:

4

Almighty and most merciful Father,
we have erred, and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep.
We have followed too much
the devices and desires of our own hearts.
We have offended against thy holy laws.
We have left undone those things
which we ought to have done;
and we have done those things
which we ought not to have done;
and there is no health in us.
But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us,
miserable offenders.
Spare thou them, O God, which confess their faults.
Restore thou them that are penitent;
according to thy promises declared unto mankind
in Christ Jesu our Lord.
And grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake,
that we may hereafter live a godly,
righteous, and sober life,
to the glory of thy holy name.
Amen.

A priest says
Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who desireth not the death of a sinner,
but rather that he may turn from his wickedness and live;
and hath given power, and commandment, to his ministers
to declare and pronounce to his people, being penitent,
the absolution and remission of their sins:
he pardoneth and absolveth all them that truly repent
and unfeignedly believe his holy gospel.
Wherefore let us beseech him to grant us true repentance,
and his Holy Spirit,
that those things may please him which we do at this present;
and that the rest of our life hereafter may be pure and holy;
so that at the last we may come to his eternal joy;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All: Amen.
Grant, we beseech thee, merciful Lord,
to thy faithful people pardon and peace,
that they may be cleansed from all their sins,
and serve thee with a quiet mind;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All: Amen.
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All:

Our Father, which art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done,
in earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive them that trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.
O Lord, open thou our lips
All: and our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.
O God, make speed to save us.
All: O Lord, make haste to help us.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost;
All: as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.
Praise ye the Lord.
All: The Lord's name be praised.
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Psalm 23
1 The Lord is my shepherd :
therefore can I lack nothing.
2 He shall feed me in a green pasture :
and lead me forth beside the waters of comfort.
3 He shall convert my soul :
and bring me forth in the paths of righteousness,
for his Name’s sake.
4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil :
for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff comfort me.
5 Thou shalt prepare a table before me against
them that trouble me :
thou hast anointed my head with oil, and my cup shall be full.
6 But thy loving-kindness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life :
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son :
and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be :
world without end. Amen.
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First Reading: Daniel 3: 16-28
16

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered the king,
‘O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to present a defence to you in this
matter. 17If our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the furnace
of blazing fire and out of your hand, O king, let him deliver us. 18But if not,
be it known to you, O king, that we will not serve your gods and we will
not worship the golden statue that you have set up.’
19

Then Nebuchadnezzar was so filled with rage against Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego that his face was distorted. He ordered the furnace to be
heated up seven times more than was customary, 20and ordered some of
the strongest guards in his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego and to throw them into the furnace of blazing fire. 21So the men
were bound, still wearing their tunics, their trousers, their hats, and their
other garments, and they were thrown into the furnace of blazing fire.
22
Because the king’s command was urgent and the furnace was so
overheated, the raging flames killed the men who lifted Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego. 23But the three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego, fell down, bound, into the furnace of blazing fire.
24

Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished and rose up quickly. He said
to his counsellors, ‘Was it not three men that we threw bound into the
fire?’ They answered the king, ‘True, O king.’ 25He replied, ‘But I see four
men unbound, walking in the middle of the fire, and they are not hurt; and
the fourth has the appearance of a god.’ 26Nebuchadnezzar then
approached the door of the furnace of blazing fire and said, ‘Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out!
Come here!’ So Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego came out from the
fire. 27And the satraps, the prefects, the governors, and the king’s
counsellors gathered together and saw that the fire had not had any
power over the bodies of those men; the hair of their heads was not
singed, their tunics were not harmed, and not even the smell of fire came
from them. 28Nebuchadnezzar said, ‘Blessed be the God of Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego, who has sent his angel and delivered his servants
who trusted in him. They disobeyed the king’s command and yielded up
their bodies rather than serve and worship any god except their own
God.
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Magnificat
William Byrd – The Second Service
1

My soul doth magnify the Lord :
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.

2

For he hath regarded : the lowliness of his handmaiden

3

For behold, from henceforth : all generations shall call me blessed.

4

For he that is mighty hath magnified me : and holy is his Name.

5

And his mercy is on them that fear him :
throughout all generations.

6

He hath shewed strength with his arm :
he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.
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He hath put down the mighty from their seat :
and hath exalted the humble and meek.
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He hath filled the hungry with good things :
and the rich he hath sent empty away.
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He remembering his mercy : hath holpen his servant Israel
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As he promised to our forefathers :
Abraham and his seed for ever.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son :
and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be :
world without end. Amen.
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Second Reading: Philippians 3: 4b-14
32

And what more should I say? For time would fail me to tell of
Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the
prophets— 33who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered
justice, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions, 34quenched
raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of
weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight.
35
Women received their dead by resurrection. Others were
tortured, refusing to accept release, in order to obtain a better
resurrection. 36Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even
chains and imprisonment. 37They were stoned to death, they were
sawn in two, they were killed by the sword; they went about in
skins of sheep and goats, destitute, persecuted, tormented— 38of
whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and
mountains, and in caves and holes in the ground.
39

Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did
not receive what was promised, 40since God had provided
something better so that they would not, without us, be made
perfect.
12 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of
witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings
so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set
before us, 2looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith,
who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the
cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right
hand of the throne of God.
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Nunc Dimittis
William Byrd – The Second Service
1

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace :
according to thy word.

2

For mine eyes have seen thy salvation :
which thou hast prepared before the face of all people;

3

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles :
and to be the glory of thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son :
and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be :
world without end. Amen.

The Apostles' Creed
All:

I believe in God the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth:
and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried.
He descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy catholic Church;
the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.
11

Prayers
The Lord be with you.
All: And with thy spirit.
Let us pray.
Lord, have mercy upon us.
All: Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.
All:

Our Father, which art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done,
in earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive them that trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil. Amen.
O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us.
All: And grant us thy salvation.
O Lord, save the Queen.
All: And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.
Endue thy ministers with righteousness.
All: And make thy chosen people joyful.
O Lord, save thy people.
All: And bless thine inheritance.
Give peace in our time, O Lord.
All: Because there is none other that fighteth for us,
but only thou, O God.
O God, make clean our hearts within us.
All: And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.
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The Collect of the Day

All:

We beseech thee, Almighty God,
look upon the hearty desires of thy humble servants,
and stretch forth the right hand of thy Majesty,
to be our defence against all our enemies;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The Collect for Peace

All:

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels,
and all just works do proceed; give unto thy servants that peace
which the world cannot give; that both, our hearts may be set
to obey thy commandments, and also that, by thee,
we being defended from the fear of our enemies
may pass our time in rest and quietness;
through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour.
Amen.

The Collect for Aid against all Perils

All:

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord;
and by thy great mercy defend us
from all perils and dangers of this night;
for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ.
Amen.

Anthem
“Sing joyfully” – William Byrd
Sing joyfully to God our strength; sing loud unto the God of Jacob!
Take the song, bring forth the timbrel, the pleasant harp, and the viol.
Blow the trumpet in the new moon,
even in the time appointed, and at our feast day.
For this is a statute for Israel, and a law of the God of Jacob.
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Prayers
The Grace
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost,
be with us all evermore.
All: Amen.

Recessional Hymn (NEH 331)
Abide with me; fast falls the eventide;
The darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide!
When other helpers fail, and comforts flee,
Help of the helpless, O abide with me.
2 Swift to its close ebbs out life's little day;
Earth's joys grow dim, its glories pass away;
Change and decay in all around I see;
O thou who changest not, abide with me.
3 I need thy presence every passing hour;
What but thy grace can foil the tempter's power?
Who like thyself my guide and stay can be?
Through cloud and sunshine, O abide with me.
4
I fear no foe with thee at hand to bless;
Ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness.
Where is death's sting? where, grave, thy victory?
I triumph still, if thou abide with me.
5 Hold thou thy cross before my closing eyes;
Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies:
Heaven's morning breaks, and earth's vain shadows flee;
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me!
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