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ENJOY A FAIRTRADE
CHRISTMAS!

ADVENT:
A TIME OF HOPE
Advent is the season of hope - the
time of year when we look forward
to celebrate both the first coming of
Jesus into the world and the promise
that he will establish his kingdom “on
earth as it is in heaven”. This year,
in the midst of a General Election
campaign, it’s also a time of worry
and fear for many. So my prayer is
that we set fear aside and cast our
ballots this December in hope.
We vote directly for an individual MP.
Unless they are already in Parliament we
may not know much about them, and we
should not be too eager to believe the
mud their opponents throw at them. But
we can form a view as to their integrity.
Is this a person I would trust, and whom
I can realistically hope would keep the
promises they make during the campaign?
Indirectly, we are also voting for a
government. We expect the person we
elect to support the leader of their party
to be the next Prime Minister, and to

implement their manifesto commitments.
While the issue of Brexit may influence
how we cast our vote, this is not a
referendum on one issue. Our hope for
a new government should lie in its full
programme for leading our nation over
the coming years. We will be trusting it to
create a framework for Britain to flourish
and prosper; to support the poor and
needy; to care for the sick; to combat
racism, prejudice and injustice (so that
all feel fully a part of our richly diverse
society) and to manage our relations with
international partners. That’s a lot to hope
for, but Advent remains a time of hope.

David Walker
Bishop of Manchester

WINTER NIGHT SHELTER
The Greater Together Manchester
Night Shelter is now open.
They need 300+ volunteers to
help run the project, can you help?
Volunteering is really flexible, you can
do as much or as little as you like.
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Full training is provided.
Find out more and register here:
https://tinyurl.com/woe4m7f

Christmas is a really special time of year – a time when
the miracle of the nativity story resonates deeply with
many, and when the words of the Magnificat are heard
afresh, reminding us that Jesus came to turn the world
upside down and challenge structures in a dramatic way.
So what’s that got to do with Fairtrade?
Everything! Fairtrade is about social
justice, challenging unjust structures and
working towards a world where all may
flourish. Fairtrade ensures that producers
receive a fair price for the goods they
provide. Christmas is very clearly a time
to look at how we choose to spend our
money and is an opportunity to make
a conscious decision to buy as much as
possible that is ethical and sustainable.
Where to start? Traidcraft (www.
traidcraftshop.co.uk) has a great range
of Christmas cards, candles, accessories,
gold chocolate coins, etc., as well as
lots of Fairtrade food. The chocolatecovered Christmas tree biscuits are ideal
when friends drop in, to take to a coffee
morning or wrap up as a small gift.
Then we have The Meaningful Chocolate
Company (www.meaningfulchocolate.
co.uk) on our doorstep – the Real
Advent Calendar has Fairtrade chocolate

behind each window and a beautiful
booklet telling the Christmas story. If
ever there was a way of spreading the
good news of Christmas to families who
genuinely may not know the true meaning
of Christmas, this is it. Its Christmas
Blessings chocolate bar is amazing too!
If you live near Bolton, do visit Justicia
(www.boltonjusticia.com) which
sells a range of craft goods, such as
pottery, jewellery, and scarves.
If we all make a commitment to buy
Fairtrade goods wherever possible this
Christmas it will make a phenomenal
difference to our sisters and brothers
across the world, who are working
so hard to survive in some of the
most challenging circumstances.
Happy Fairtrade Christmas from
the diocesan Just Change Group!
Interested in knowing more? Email
us at justchange@anglican.org
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ENCOURAGING THE GIVING
SPIRIT THIS CHRISTMAS
Our churches are looking forward to welcoming visitors
from the local community and further afield to Advent
and Christmas services. For some people it may be their
only visit to your church this year, so please highlight
the important Christian tradition of giving - and how
donations will be used to support others. Our Gift Aid Lite
team has some tips for your use during this busy period:
ASK FOR DONATIONS
Don’t forget to briefly highlight that
your church only exists because of
the generosity of its congregation and
the support it receives from the local
community. Many will assume the church
is funded by the national church or UK
government. Mention your community
activities, such as food banks, lunch clubs,
Places of Welcome, and links with schools
and parish halls, etc. Your message could
be framed in an offertory prayer, and
there are examples to adapt on the Parish
Resources website (below).
ONE-OFF GIFT AID ENVELOPES
Ensure Gift Aid envelopes are available
on chairs and pews, or handed out as
people arrive. You may wish to produce
a special Christmas envelope design
for the occasion. This can easily be
overprinted onto small cash envelopes
(bought cheaply via Amazon or eBay) or
printed onto address labels and stuck on.
Remind people to complete the envelopes.
It’s surprising how many do not
know they can turn their £10
donation into £12.50, at no
cost to themselves, thanks to
Gift Aid, so let them know!

A PLACE OF PEACE
AND REFLECTION
Did you know that there is a Christian Spirituality and
Conference Centre based in Salford?
Katherine House is available for individuals
or groups to use for quiet space and
prayer. With a range of meeting rooms,
kitchens and a peaceful garden, it boasts
facilities for meetings, day events
and residentials.

LOOSE CHANGE COLLECTIONS
Provide opportunities for people to donate
their loose change, e.g. by passing
around your offertory plate or providing
a retiring collection. If your service is
family orientated, why not ask some of
the children to pass the plates around
or hold them as people are leaving? If
the gifts are in cash and £30 or less,
you’ll be able to claim a Gift Aid style
payment from HMRC via the Gift Aid
Small Donations Scheme (GASDS).

A varied programme of events is offered,
including a film club, Bible study, clergy
days, Christian meditation, book club,
and card making sessions. Events take
place during the day and also in the
evenings. Situated just off Bury New
Road, Katherine House is easily accessible
by a fast and regular bus service.
This month, there is an Advent Retreat
and a reflective afternoon on
Celtic Spirituality.

INFORMATION
Offertory prayers: bit.ly/2X4gham
Gift Aid and GASDS:
bit.ly/2Q6izUX and bit.ly/2q2WH21
Help and support is available from:
Paul Bailey, Digital Giving Officer,
on 0161 828 1464 or email
paulbailey@manchester.anglican.org

Maybe your church could take advantage
of the facilities for a quiet day or meeting.
Or as an individual, if you are looking for
something different in the New Year, have
a look at the website to see if there is
something you could join in with.
Details at www.katherinehousefcj.org

HONORARY CANONS
Congratulations to the new
Honorary Canons of the Cathedral
who were installed at a service
last month. They are:
The Revd Canon Paul Hardingham Incumbent of St Peter, Halliwell
The Revd Canon Karen Smeeton
– Incumbent of Spotland, St
Clement and Oakenrod, St George
and Area Dean of Rochdale
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Honorary Lay Canons:
Canon Avril Scott –
Reader, Churchwarden and Lay Chair of
Ardwick Deanery
Canon Hyacinth Lightbourne –
Churchwarden and member of Bishop’s
Council
Canon John Walsh OBE –
Churchwarden and DAC Chair
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To ensure everyone is being served by your
church page, you can do a few simple things:
•C
 heck the contact details are accurate
•W
 rite a warm welcome and explain
what kind of community visitors
can expect to find if they attend

•A
 dd new pages that help new
visitors find what they’re looking
for (wedding, baptism and funeral
enquiries, who’s who and about
our faith are popular choices)

•A
 dd all of your regular and one-off
services and events to the calendar –
making sure to tag your events correctly

•F
 ill your gallery with recent pictures,
showing a range of activities
and services.

•L
 ist your facilities so that visitors with
specific needs know what to expect

A CHURCH NEAR YOU
THIS ADVENT AND
CHRISTMAS
Make your church visible to your whole community
this Advent season by giving your A Church Near
You (ACNY) page a festive freshen up!
Church ACNY pages receive thousands
more visitors during the build up to
Christmas, so be sure to have all
of the most important information
about your church up to date.
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80% of the visitors to ACNY are
brand new, meaning that you could
be being seen by a whole range of
people: those seeking a church for
special services, those exploring their
faith for the first time, or perhaps
already committed Christians who
have just moved to your area.

The Church of England is encouraging churches to
Follow the Star again this Christmas and there are
lots of ways to join in, both off and online!
•T
 ag your Christmas events and
services with the #FollowTheStar
and #Christmas tags, to make
you more searchable and
#Christmas, to make you more
discoverable in the ACNY search.

•O
 rder the #FollowTheStar:
Twelve days of wonder booklets
and download the FREE app

•T
 ick the box saying ‘Christmas
campaign’ when editing your home
page – this will automatically
update your page with the national
#FollowTheStar branding

•U
 se the new Christmas videos and
brand-new customisable video tool to
help your church promote
its services and events.

•D
 isplay a star on your church building
– and tag this on A Church Near You

For ACNY support please contact our Digital Communications
Officer: evepowers@manchester.anglican.org Look out for
Eve’s seasonal ACNY video on the diocesan website.
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CHURCH FOR A DIFFERENT
WORLD AWARDS 2019
For the third year running, Bishop David has recognised
churches that are reaching out to their communities
by trying new things in response to changing times.
Eleven churches received Church for a Different World
awards for their innovative and inspirational work.
This year’s awards demonstrate how
churches are at the heart of the
communities they serve, providing
welcoming spaces, places of belonging
and events for the wider community.
The outworking of Christian faith is
demonstrated in many ways, from the
provision of lunch and breakfast clubs,
social spaces and activities for young
and older people, a rural Post Office in a

church, innovative forms of prayer and
worship, and makeovers for churchyards
that involve the whole community.
The awards evening gave people the
opportunity to share ideas and encourage
one another in a spirit of celebration.
Some of the award-winning projects
have already appeared in CRUX. Others
will be featured over the coming year.

They are:
Rural Post Office

Holiday breakfast club

St Peter, Belmont

Wythenshawe Team

Cornerstone Coffee Shop
and Community Café

Party in the Park

St George, Unsworth
Churchyard Heritage Project

St Nicholas, Newchurch
Youth Outreach

Christ Church, Pennington
Monday Mass

Holy Trinity, Shaw

St Peter, Halliwell
Food for All

Church of the Apostles, Miles Platting
Alternative Prayer Course

Christ’s Church Harwood
Brighter Breightmet

St James, Breightmet
The Hive Community kitchen

St Paul, Withington
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BRIEF
ENCOUNTER:
MARIE PATTISON
“It never ceases to amaze me
what the Holy Spirit can do
with people in a short day!”
Always interested in ideas and stories, Marie
Pattison finds herself on a spiritual journey
that has taken lots of twists and turns.
Growing up in a conservative evangelical
tradition, she enjoyed being exposed to
different ideas at university, where she
studied Religious Studies and Ethics.
“I was energised by different opinions
and found some of my views about God
evolving,” she said. Change brought its
challenges: “How do I pray to a God who
I’ve changed my mind about?”
Marie found the teachings of the Jesuit
community, based on the teachings of the
16th century Ignatius of Loyola, helpful and
life-giving.
“Ignatian spirituality is open and outward
looking, involves contemplation and using
the imagination in prayer. I worked with the
Jesuits as a gap year student, and got to
know volunteers from other charities as we
worked together on social justice projects.”
It was while training with the Jesuits
that Marie first encountered Katherine
House in Salford. Owned and run by the
Faithful Companions of Jesus (FCJ) – a
group of Catholic Sisters – it is a place of
welcome and companionship for people
of all faiths and none. It hosts meetings,
retreats and activities for people wanting
a peaceful place to reflect and relax.
Marie is now employed by FCJ as the
Director of Katherine House. As well as
organising bookings, welcoming guests,
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APPOINTMENTS
doing the accounts and looking after the
building, she loves passing on what she
has learnt about Ignatian spirituality
through the bible studies, prayer courses,
quiet days and retreats on offer.
“It never ceases to amaze me what the
Holy Spirit can do with people in a short
day!” she said. “By taking time out to be
here, people open themselves up to the
Spirit and often something deep happens.
I am moved when people share something
about their encounter with God. It might
be gaining clarity on an event or being
able to express grief. People often look
different when they leave – as though
they are carrying a lighter load.”
Marie’s own favourite form of daily
prayer is The Examen, part of Ignatian
spirituality. The Examen is a technique
of prayerful reflection on the events
of the day that helps detect God’s
presence and discern His direction.
“Prayer is something that God wants
to do for us – to restore us to the
right relationship with ourselves and
others”, added Marie. She also enjoys
corporate worship at a church in
Salford. “I love being at Sacred Trinity.
It feeds me for the work I do here!”
Marie is a guest on this month’s
#MoreThanSunday podcast.
She reflects on the Advent theme of
Waiting. Sign up or access the podcasts
at www.manchester.anglican.
org/more-than-Sunday/

The Revd David Brae, currently
Team Rector of Bacup and
Stacksteads, has been appointed
Associate Minister for St Peter
Halliwell and Young Adults Pioneer
for Bolton Town Centre.

The Revd Angela Bryan,
currently Missioner with Children
and Youth in the Saddleworth
Team, has been appointed Vicar
of Blurton and Dresden Parish in
Stoke (Diocese of Lichfield).

The Revd Dr Paul Mathole
currently NSM Curate at Holy Trinity
Rusholme (Platt), has been appointed
Rector of Holy Trinity Rusholme.

The Revd Joanne Smith (Jo),
currently Stipendiary Curate in the
benefice of Horwich and Rivington,
has been appointed as Vicar of
Euxton in the Diocese of Blackburn.

The Revd Kirsty Screeton,
currently Curate at Blackrod, Daisy
Hill, Westhoughton and Wingates,
has been appointed Incumbent of St
John Hopwood and St Luke Heywood.
The Revd Daniel Valentine,
currently SSM Curate at St Clement
Chorlton-cum-Hardy, has been
appointed 0.5 Priest-in-Charge of St
Matthew with St Mary Crumpsall.

RESIGNATIONS
The Revd Melanie Appleby,
currently Team Vicar in the
Wythenshawe Team, has been
appointed as Team Rector of
Egremont and Haile in the Diocese
of Carlisle.

RETIREMENTS
The Revd Mark Coleman is to
retire on 23 February 2020 as
Incumbent of St Chad, St Mary
and St Edmund Rochdale.
The Revd Judith Cooper is
to retire as Incumbent of St
Peter and St Paul Westleigh.
The Revd James Read is to
retire as Incumbent of St Mark
Heyside and St Anne Royton.
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CHURCHYARD MAKEOVER
GETS EVERYONE INVOLVED
Heritage Hound is the face of an ambitious
project to restore Newchurch churchyard that
has got the whole community involved.
St Nicholas Church in Newchurch,
Rossendale has received a Church
for a Different World award for an
ambitious community project that
will make safe and restore the
churchyard, celebrate human and
natural heritage, and develop skills
such as dry stone walling, lime mortar
pointing, first aid and willow weaving.
Revd Penny Warner’s dog, Buddy,
is the project mascot. Known as
Heritage Hound, he has his own
Twitter feed @HoundHeritage,
where he updates everyone on
how the project is progressing.
The churchyard had been neglected
for about 40 years, with trees growing
through monuments and graves, making
it unsafe to walk around. Working
with local partners Valley Heritage,
St Nicholas obtained a grant for £38k
from the National Lottery Heritage

Fund. Valley Heritage support the local
community in conserving precious local
heritage using their time, knowledge
and expertise. They have offered
a training programme of woodland
management to improve the ecology
and sustainability of the churchyard.
Authorised Lay Minister, Jean Starkie,
said, “As the project has developed,
we’ve been amazed to find how much
wildlife is already at home in the
churchyard. We have seen deer, foxes
and badgers using the churchyard on
our night-sensitive cameras. We have
done some bat walks led by a trained
ecologist, and found that there are two
varieties, the common pipistrelle and
whiskered bats, living in the tree canopy.”

Local history and heritage is a second,
important strand of the project.
Volunteers meet in the church
to research the older graves and
interesting stories, and are visiting the
central archives for further research
in the church’s historic records. So
far, around 75% of volunteers had
no previous church connection,
and are finding common purpose
in learning together, improving the
environment, and preserving the local
heritage for future generations.

much and I know others have too. As I
prepare to move on in the New Year, I
know the project will continue to flourish
with the involvement of Valley Heritage,
the PCC and the local community.”

The Revd Penny Warner said, “This has
been such a fun, creative and inspiring
project to work on. I have learnt so

39 CANDLES FOR
TRAFFICKING VICTIMS
Vietnamese survivors of trafficking and representatives
of churches and community gathered at St Chrysostom’s
Church in Manchester to remember the Vietnamese
people who died while being trafficked into the UK.
Prayers and readings were read
in Vietnamese and English and
a candle for each victim was lit.
Survivors of trafficking spoke
at the service and Bishop David
wrote a prayer for the occasion
which was read in each language.
St Chrysostom’s helps survivors
of trafficking integrate into the
community through language
classes and other activities. It has
helped 400 survivors of trafficking
over the last three years.
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We want to hear your thoughts

HOW WILL YOU
ENGAGE WITH
CHRISTMAS
VISITORS IN THE
NEW YEAR?

What will we do with
your comments?

SMALL ADVERTS

We will collate all the responses we
receive and consider them as we develop
our plans and priorities for the diocese.
We will not be able to provide individual
responses, but we will provide updates
in CRUX on how your feedback is
shaping Church for a different world.

WHAT’S ON
THIS MONTH AT
MANCHESTER
CATHEDRAL?
ROYAL MANCHESTER
CHILDREN’S
HOSPITAL CHARITY
CAROL CONCERT
Thursday 12 December 7.30pm
Join Royal Manchester Children’s
Hospital for their Christmas Carols
in the City concert, hosted by the
fantastic John Thomson.

What would you like to see
discussed in a future issue?

Thanks for your feedback so far

Send to:
Church for a Different World,
Diocese of Manchester, Church House,
90 Deansgate, Manchester M3 2GH

SPIC ‘N’ SPAN SPECIALIST CLEANERS
leather suite cleaners, oven and hob
cleaning, carpet and upholstery cleaning,
UPVC conservatory, gutter fascia and
soffit clean, driveway patio decking
power-washed, house clearance,
rubbish removal. Call Jonathon:
07423 325192 for free quote
SPIC ‘N’ SPAN HOME MAINTENANCE
gutters, UPVC door hanging, laminate
flooring, flat pack assembly, window
fitting, roof repairs, fascia soffits, pointing,
brickwork, painting and decorating. Call
Jonathon: 07423 325192 for free quote.
LAKE DISTRICT HOLIDAY LET
A well-appointed and equipped 2
bedroom apartment in Bowness with
parking and garage. Offering a balcony
with views of Lake Windermere.
www.swallowsrest.org For more
information call 07719 966990; email
info@swallowsrest.org

Continue the conversation
Website:
manchester.anglican.org
Twitter:
@DioManchester
Facebook:
The Diocese of Manchester
Email:
differentworld@manchester.anglican.org

WANTED: VINYL RECORD
COLLECTIONS
We pay the best prices for Rock & Pop
record collections (sorry, no Classical)
in excellent condition from smoke
free homes. Please call Mark
(practising Christian) on 0161 798 4992
or 07717 648 349

To advertise in CRUX contact:
Simon Ambrose, 0161 828 1410
sambrose@manchester.anglican.org
The copy deadline is the
first of the month prior to publication.

For more information and to
book a place visit
www.manchestercathedral.
org/news-events/events/

Follow us at @manc_diocese
Follow us at @DioManchester

Editorial:
All editorial items to Ann Mummery,
0161 828 1470
amummery@manchester.anglican.org
To order CRUX or amend your order:
John Golding
07768 767220

Like
us, search for

The Diocese of Manchester
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