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GLADE OF LIGHT

GIVING THANKS FOR
HM THE QUEEN
The more I watch or listen to news from around the world,
the more glad I am to live in a country that separates politics
from the role of Head of State. As we prepare to mark 70
years of the reign of our Queen, I am deeply grateful for
the fact that in times of celebration and of crisis, she is
the one who embodies our national unity and identity,
not some president with a political agenda to pursue.
It was she, not a Prime Minister, who came
to Manchester Cathedral last summer,
both to mark its 600th anniversary and to
thank representatives of volunteers from
across the North West who had made
huge contributions to caring for those in
need during lockdown. She, supported
by her family members, invests those
who have made significant contributions
to society, when they are recognised
in the national honours system. And
each Holy Week a small number of
men and women from Manchester are
recipients of the Royal Maundy Money.

When we remember our Queen in our
prayers in churches Sunday by Sunday, we
are not merely praying for the wellbeing
of an individual, we are praying for the
stability and good governance of our
Church and our nation. May our Jubilee
celebrations be joyful and thankful.

The Glade of Light is a memorial commemorating the
victims of the 22 May 2017 terrorist attack at Manchester
Arena. Situated between the Cathedral and Chetham’s
School of Music, the memorial honours the 22 people
whose lives were taken, as well as remembering
everyone who was left injured or affected.
A white marble ‘halo’ ring stands at the
heart of the memorial. The names of those
who lost their lives are set in bronze upon
it. The tranquil garden space is a living
memorial for remembrance and reflection.

At Manchester Cathedral the anniversary
will be marked with a quiet day. People
are invited to spend time in prayer and
to light a candle. The names of the
victims will be read out at the 9am Holy
Communion, 10.30 Sung Eucharist and
5.30pm Evensong. The bells will be rung
at 10.31pm, the time of the attack.

David Walker
Bishop of Manchester

CELEBRATING
THE PLATINUM OUR NEW
READERS
JUBILEE
Her Majesty the Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee in June is an opportunity to
give thanks for a lifetime of faith and
service and a chance to celebrate
with your community.

Please pray for our new Readers
who will be licensed on Sunday
10 July at Manchester Cathedral.

Your church may be wanting to host a
special service or a party that brings
the community together to celebrate
this once in a lifetime event.

Viola Kawome Ordsall and Salford Quays

Visit the diocesan website for links to
ideas on how to host the Big Jubilee
Lunch, liturgical resources and to
order gift books.
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Elizabeth (Lizzie) Bomber West Bolton

Mark Knight St Anne, Tottington
Lucie Reilly Clarksfield and Waterhead

CATHEDRAL
600TH ANNIVERSARY
To mark the 600th Anniversary of the
Collegiate Church, Manchester Cathedral will
hold a special service on Thursday 5 May in
the presence of the Archbishop of York, The
Most Revd and Rt Hon Stephen Cottrell. The
service, by invitation only, was delayed by

a year because of the pandemic and will be
all the more a celebration for that. In July
2021, Her Majesty the Queen visited the
cathedral to mark the anniversary and to
celebrate with the people of Manchester.
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UPDATE ON OUR
FINANCES 2022

Manchester Diocese Expenditure

Our parishes are responsible for generating their
own income through congregational giving and other
fundraising which in turn provides income for the diocese
as a whole. We know how generous many people are
in giving money to their church. We also know how
challenging the last two years have been financially,
because of the pandemic and the emerging energy crisis.

Thank You
Parish finances are closely linked with
those of the diocese and the national
church. It is because of the generosity of
individuals and our parishes, that we have
been able to continue our work together
across Manchester Diocese in keeping
our churches open - reaching out to new
people, developing our spiritual lives and
serving our local communities. We want
to thank you for your financial giving to
your church and also the wider diocese.
Our parishes contribute to the work of
the diocese by paying Parish Share. Total
Parish Share was £5.8m in 2021, slightly
higher than in 2020 but – because of
the pandemic – still £1m lower than in
2019. This meant that the diocese had
a deficit of over £2m last year, which is
not sustainable for the future. Our deficit
for 2022 is projected to be £1.5m.

Where our money
comes from
For 2022, our diocese’s income
budget is £11.4m.
We have budgeted for Parish Share of
£6.3m and fees from church services
of £0.5m.
We want to ask for your continued
financial support over the coming
year as Parish Share is the main
source of income for our diocese.
We also receive £2.4m from the national
church to support our most deprived
parishes. We expect our income from
property and other investments in
2022 to be £1m and we are using
£0.8m from reserves to cover the costs
of maintaining our parsonages.
Manchester Diocese Income

Parish Share (55%)

Operating costs (5%)
Central staff team (13%)
Contribution to national church (5%)

£12.9m

What we spend
our money on
For 2022, our diocese’s
expenditure budget is £12.9m.
Nearly £10m of this is for ministry
costs, which includes clergy
stipends and housing.
The diocese’s central staff team, which
costs £1.7m, provides support with
vocations and ministerial development,
safeguarding, property management,
ecclesiastical compliance, HR and
finance. There are additional central
operating costs of £0.6m. Our diocese
also pays £0.6m to the national church.
In addition to this core activity, we
receive £3m from the national church for
important development and transformation
projects across our diocese.

Working together for a positive future
We are currently funding our operating
deficits from the sale of surplus properties.
We are also reducing clergy numbers
to achieve a balanced budget.
We are completely focused on working
together to improve our financial
position by:
• growing our congregations
•b
 uilding a culture of giving and
generosity in all our parishes
• increasing the levels of Parish
Share paid to the diocese
• r e-investing the proceeds from
our property sales, for reliable
income and capital growth.
Your continued financial support over the
coming year will be much appreciated.
Having a strong financial foundation will
give us the resources and the confidence
to fulfil our calling and be obedient to
God’s mission - in growing congregations,
nurturing disciples and serving our
communities throughout the diocese.

National Church support for
deprived parishes (21%)

Property and other investments (9%)
Reserves - parsonages maintenance (7%)
Fees (4%)

Ministry (77%)

Other Income (4%)

£11.4m
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CHILDREN
CHANGING PLACES
The Children Changing Places Project (CCPP) is
helping children and families to grow spiritually and
to support one another on their Christian journey.
The project engages children, young people
and their families across schools and
churches in the Bolton area all funded by
a grant from the Church Commissioners.
By working together, the project has
seen real success in encouraging children
and their families in their discipleship.
CCPP has been running for three years,
guided by a team of Children and Family
Workers, Early Years Workers and a Project
Manager. The learning from the project
will help shape our work with children and
young people across the whole diocese.

Stages of the Children
Changing Places Project
The faith journey begins early. Engaging
with toddlers and children in an early
years setting is a fun and effective way
for churches to make connections within
their community. CCPP has helped toddler
groups to become intentional in exploring
the Christian faith. Introducing prayers,
bible stories and ‘Wiggle Worship’ has
met with huge success and been enjoyed
by toddlers and their families, nursery
children and younger school-aged children.

Growing younger across the diocese
We are excited that learning from the
Children Changing Places Project is shaping
our children’s and youth work across the
diocese. Each deanery will be appointing
a Children and Families Worker over
the coming months. They will work with
mission community leaders to identify
opportunities to develop and nurture
similar projects in our churches and
schools. Read Nicola’s story on page 13.

It will be an exciting time of spiritual growth,
as children journey from toddlers to teens.
If you are interested in taking part, keep
an eye on the diocesan website where job
vacancies will be advertised.
www.manchester.org.uk/vacancies

Children and Families Workers have been
working in partnership with churches and
school staff to develop times of worship
and faith activities for children in primary
schools. Lively collective worship, ethos
groups and prayer spaces give children
opportunities to grow in their faith. There
is a strong focus on actively supporting
Year 6 children as they prepare to make
the significant move to secondary school.
As children move from primary to
secondary school, friendly Chaplaincy
Assistants in our CE High Schools are
there to make it easier. Students know
that there is someone they can talk to
if they have a problem they want to
share. The Chaplaincy Assistants create
opportunities for spiritual growth, through
full school worship, form worship, one-toone mentoring and a varied programmes
of lunchtime groups and faith activities.
They also support local parishes as
they develop youth ministries and build
links between school and church.
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CELEBRATING ALL THINGS
DIGITAL WITH OUR
FIRST DIGITAL SUNDAY!
Throughout the Covid-19 pandemic, our churches have
been amazing in finding new, creative and imaginative
ways to reach their congregations and local communities.
The pandemic accelerated the Church into finding
innovative ways to preach the Gospel and support
communities in a time of isolation and separation. Zoom
calls, WhatsApp groups and live streams sprung up to
unite families and friends in worship and fellowship.
As we reflect on the nimble response
to the pandemic, we recognise that the
shape of Church for many has changed.
Whether it be through a multi-angle
Sunday morning production, or an
iPad on a tripod, parishes responded
with a determination to continue
their ministry in the face of national
lockdowns. Over the past two years, we
have seen churches take up new digital
frontiers, start community Facebook
groups, collaborate in digital worship
and much more. We’ve been pleased
to be able to support this transition
through training and advice from
our Digital Communications Officers,
Eve Powers and James Newman.
Despite the easing of the distancing
restrictions, the landscape for
engagement with our communities has
shifted, highlighting a growing need for
a healthy online presence. A Church
Times article in July 2021 said that
“before the pandemic, about one third of
church leaders across the denominations
had never used email or newsletters to
communicate with their congregation”.
All that has changed for good and
we are increasingly aware of the
requirement to use digital channels to
stay connected and to reach new people.
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DIGITAL SUNDAY – 19 JUNE
We will be celebrating this progress
and shining a light on the tremendous
work that parishes have accomplished
through the effective use of digital
technologies by hosting a special
Digital Sunday on 19 June 2022.

Church for a Different
World Digital Awards
Digital Sunday is also a platform to
launch this year’s Church for a Different
World Digital Awards, where we invite
churches to share stories and celebrate
successes in using digital platforms in
ministry. Perhaps your church has setup
a podcast for the first time. Or set up
an Instagram to engage with younger
members of your congregation. Have
you recorded a Thought for the Day to
share on Facebook or improved your
welcome on A Church Near You?

To share your story, get involved with
Digital Sunday, or learn more about
training, please email our Digital
Communications Officers, Eve and James,
at digital@manchester.anglican.org

No matter how big or small your
venture into the digital world, we
want to hear from you so that we
can celebrate your achievements and
share good practice with others.

Digital Sunday will showcase how
we can harness digital technology to
grow, nurture, and serve our diverse
communities. We will share a range of
stories and events across the diocese’s
communication channels and livestream
a special service on YouTube.
We encourage all churches, regardless of
their digital experience or infrastructure,
to engage with our Digital Sunday
event and hope there will be inspiration
and ideas that you can easily put into
practice. Ongoing support and training
is always available from our digital
team. Just ask for help if you need it!

Follow us at @manc_diocese
Follow us at @DioManchester
Like
us, search for

The Diocese of Manchester
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Diocese of Manchester Ember List
PETERTIDE 2022
Please pray for all those to be ordained this year
and especially for these candidates who will serve
in our Diocese. Pray for them in these final weeks of
preparation and for a rich outpouring of God’s
grace for them and for the whole Church.
Please pray also for their families, friends, for all those who have supported
and encouraged them on their journey and for those with whom they will serve.
Finally, I ask you to pray to the Lord of the harvest to send labourers
into his harvest, that God will raise up vocations among us and
that many will respond with generosity and obedience.
Bishop of Manchester

To be ordained Deacon by
the Bishop of Manchester
at Manchester Cathedral
on Sunday 3 July
2022 at 10:30am
André Aderemi ADEFOPE
Emmanuel Theological College
to the benefices of Deane and
Lostock, St Thomas and St John
with the Revd Dr Terry Clark
Katrin ALLDAVOODI
Emmanuel Theological
College to Didsbury, St
James and Emmanuel with
the Revd Dr Nick Bundock
Gary Lee ANDERTON
Emmanuel Theological College
to Prestwich, St Mary with
the Revd Shaun Conlon
Caroline Jane BAILEY
Emmanuel Theological College
to Flixton, St Michael with
the Revd Huw Thomas
		
Sarah Elizabeth BRADLEY
Emmanuel Theological College
to Rusholme, Holy Trinity with
the Revd Dr Paul Mathole
John Arthur EVANS
Emmanuel Theological College
to the benefice of Clifton with
the Revd Grace Thomas
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Kausar (Kay) GEORGE
Emmanuel Theological College
to Moss Side, St James with
St Clement and Whalley
Range, St Edmund with
the Revd Sachin Awale

Ann MEADOWCROFT
Emmanuel Theological College
to West Didsbury, Christ
Church and Withington, St
Christopher with the Revd
Anne Pilkington		

James Gordon GREENFIELD
Oak Hill College to Chadderton,
Christ Church and Balderstone, St
Mary with the Revd Ben Wilkinson

Joshua (Josh) James
Harry OPENSHAW
Emmanuel Theological College
to Davyhulme, Christ Church
and Urmston, St Clement with
the Revd James Spence

Ian William HARVEY
Emmanuel Theological College
to Whalley Range, St Margaret
with the Revd Peter Matthews
		
Margaret IRWIN
Emmanuel Theological College
in the benefice of West Bolton
with the Revd Stephen Tranter
Jason Timothy LAWTON
Emmanuel Theological College to
the benefice of Bury, Roch Valley
with the Revd Simon Watkinson
Robert (Bob) Alexander
Grant MAY
Emmanuel Theological College
to Radcliffe, St Andrew
with the Revd Jo McKee
Alexa Joy MCDONNELL
Emmanuel Theological College
to the benefice of Wythenshawe
with the Revd Ian Fellows

Marie PATTISON
Cranmer Hall to the benefice
of Walkden and Little Hulton
with the Revd David Cooper
Hannah RUDD
Trinity College, Bristol to the
benefice of Atherton and
Hindsford with Howe Bridge
with the Revd Tracy Marshall
Laura Elizabeth SHAW
Trinity College, Bristol to
the Rossendale Team with
the Revd Janet O’Neill
Georgina Louise STIRLING
Emmanuel Theological
College to the Nelson Street
Church, Rochdale with
the Revd Janie Cronin
Lydia Anne TAYLOR
Oak Hill College to Haughton
Green, St Mary the Virgin
with the Revd Mark Glew

To be ordained Deacon by
the Bishop of Burnley
at Manchester Cathedral on
Sunday 3 July 2022 at 2:30pm
Warren MITCHELL
St Hild’s College at Lower
Broughton, The Ascension with
the Revd Canon David Wyatt
Lewis Sebastian Steven
OLIVER HEMMINGS FAYE
College of the Resurrection,
Mirfield to Failsworth,
The Holy Family with the
Revd Paul Hutchins
Harold (Al) THOMPSON
St Hild’s College in the benefice
of Barton with Peel Green and
Winton with the Revd Ian Hall
To be ordained Priest by
the Bishop of Middleton
at Manchester Cathedral
on Saturday 2 July
2022 at 2:30pm
Andrew (Andy) BIRD
Trinity College, Bristol at
Chorlton-cum-Hardy, St Werburgh
with the Revd James Neal
Benjamin (Ben)
Andrew BRADY
Ridley Hall in the benefices
of Deane and Bolton le
Moors, St Bede with the
Revd Vinny Whitworth
Hazel Adele BRIDLE
Trinity College, Bristol at
Chadderton, Emmanuel
with the Revd Dave Leaf
Matthew Jon BRINICOMBE
Trinity College, Bristol at Salford,
St Philip with St Stephen with
the Revd Gareth Robinson
Catherine (Cath)
Louise ECCLES
St Mellitus College North
West in the benefice of Astley,
Tyldesley and Mosley Common
with the Revd Martin Cox
Samuel (Sam) ECCLESTON
St Mellitus College North
West at Bury, St Mary the
Virgin and Bury, St Paul with
the Revd Julian Heaton
Grace Elizabeth HART
Cranmer Hall at Bolton le Moors,
St Peter with St Philip with the
Revd Canon Dr Chris Bracegirdle

Lee Matthew HIGSON
St Mellitus College North
West at the Oldhams Church
in the Antioch Network with
the Revd Ben Woodfield
Mary Katharine HOUGH
All Saints Centre for Mission &
Ministry at Stretford, All Saints
with the Revd Luke Maguire
Andrew (Andy) Lee JONES
All Saints Centre for Mission
& Ministry in the benefice
of Blackrod, Daisy Hill,
Westhoughton and Wingates
with the Revd Carol Pharaoh
Hannah Kate LANE
St Mellitus College North West
in the Turton Moorland Ministry
with the Revd Canon Peter Reiss
William Jack MARSH
Oak Hill College at Rusholme,
Holy Trinity with the Revd
Dr Paul Mathole
Stephanie (Steph)
MAWHINNEY St Mellitus College
North West in the benefice
of Hillock and Unsworth with
the Revd Donna Williams
Leila NIKROO
St Mellitus College North
West at Hope, St James and
Pendlebury, St John with
the Revd Gareth Thomas
Erasmus Duke O’BAKA-TORTO
St Mellitus College North West
at Belfield, St Ann and the
benefice of Hamer and Healey
with the Revd Gill Barnett
Thomas (Tom) PHIPPS
St Mellitus College North West
at West Didsbury, Christ Church
and Withington, St Christopher
with the Revd Anne Pilkington
			
Paul David PRITCHARD
All Saints Centre for Mission
& Ministry at Shaw, Holy
Trinity and the benefice of
High Crompton and Thornham
with the Revd Katy Cunliffe
Darren QUINLAN
All Saints Centre for Mission &
Ministry at Rochdale, St Chad,
St Mary and St Edmund and the
benefice of Deeplish and Newbold
with the Revd Anne Gilbert

Jane Margaret REYNOLDS
All Saints Centre for Mission &
Ministry at Blackley, St Andrew,
Blackley, St Paul and Blackley,
St Peter with the Revd Eddie
Roberts and also serving as
Chaplain with Wrightington,
Wigan & Leigh Teaching Hospitals
NHS Foundation Trust with the
Revd Canon Anne Edwards
Michaila Faith ROBERTS
Cranmer Hall in the benefice
of Broughton with the
Revd Christine Threlfall
			
Kathreen SHAHBAZ
St Mellitus College North West
at Brunswick, Christ Church with
the Revd Canon Simon Gatenby
Pamela (Pam) SMITH
All Saints Centre for Mission &
Ministry at Blackley, St Andrew,
Blackley, St Paul and Blackley, St
Peter with the Revd Eddie Roberts
Kendell Augustine
TANNER-IHM
Cranmer Hall at Didsbury, St
James and Emmanuel with
the Revd Dr Nick Bundock
Rebecca (Bec) Catherine
WILKINSON
Westcott House at Hulme,
The Ascension with the Revd
Azariah France-Williams
			
Jeremy (Jez) Paul WISDOM
St Mellitus College North West
at Blackley, St Andrew, Blackley,
St Paul and Blackley, St Peter
with the Revd Eddie Roberts
Lee David Paul WOOD
St Mellitus College North West
at Baguley, St John (Brooklands)
with the Revd Richard Sherratt
Please pray for the
retreat conductors
For the Deacons:
Revd Shemil Mathew
For the Priests:
Revd Canon Dr
Anderson Jeremiah
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FOCAL LEADERSHIP
A series of archdeaconry events was held in the
Spring to explore the concept of focal leadership.
Focal leaders will form a key part of our vision
for mission communities, with each worshipping
community having a named focal leader who will:
• B
 e the ‘first port of call’
pastorally for the local worshipping
community or ministry
• B
 e the recognised face of
a church and congregation,
or another local ministry
• P
 rovide inspiring leadership
in a local community
• S
 hare in leading and
enabling worship
• E
 nsure the local church community
is aligned towards mission
and growing the church

These meetings provided the opportunity
to listen to people’s excitement and also
any concerns about this new model,
and have provided us with invaluable
feedback to help shape and develop
the focal leadership model further.
If you have not yet had time to engage
in the conversations, or you think God
might be calling you to focal leadership,
there will be a further opportunity to
engage in the Autumn. You can also can
email your thoughts to differentworld@
manchester.anglican.org

• E
 mpower others so they grow
in their faith and discipleship
• A
 ct as a member of the mission
community leadership team.

GENEROSITY AND
THANKFULNESS
CONFERENCE SAVE THE
DATE!

Generosity and Thankfulness: Inspiring
and equipping our churches will be held
online on Saturday 24 September. We hope
that clergy and lay representatives from
every church in our diocese will attend.

Saturday
24 September

Keynote speakers confirmed so far include:
Bishop Mark Davies, Archdeacon Karen Lund,
and Dean of Manchester Cathedral, Rogers
Govender. Workshops will be delivered by
a variety of external partners including the
National Church Giving team, Data
Developments, easyfundraising, Plunkett
Foundation, Ecclesiastical, and the
National Churches Trust.
Details of how to register will be
announced soon.
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CHILDREN
CELEBRATING DIFFERENCE
Nicola Jackson joined the Children Changing
Places Project (CCPP) as one of the Deanery
Children and Family Workers in January 2019.
As one of several CCPP project workers,
Nicola works with children and young
people helping them to develop their
Christian discipleship pathway. “Faith is
not restricted to church and one of the
aims of the project is to help children grow
through a sense of creative discipleship.
This can be through music, crafts, mental
health awareness and prayer spaces to
name a few”, she explained. “Within these
settings the children take part in their
own spiritual development – they are
asked ‘What would you like to do?’ so that
they have ownership in what they do.”
At the end of 2019, Nicola was involved in
an accident and was off work for several
months. During this time, the world
experienced a number of momentous
events, including the birth of the
Black Lives Matter movement and the
pandemic. These events prompted her to
reflect deeply on her faith as well as the
racism that exists within our society.
Nicola’s reflections led her to develop the
ideas behind ‘Shades’, the anti-racism
and faith project designed for schools.
Its focus is the shared experience of
racism within education. She pointed out
that for some non-white school children,
their experience is that all the teachers
are white and all the youth leaders are
white. This can feed into a narrative of
‘Where do I belong in all this? When I
grow up, will I be able to be part of this?
Does God value me in the way He does
the (white) person sitting next to me?’

CCPP met with Headteachers who
expressed the need for this focus on
faith and racism and supported the
development of the Shades project, which
launched last September. Nicola, with
her background in music, along with her
colleague Paul, wrote the song ‘A Million
Colours’ which is performed within the
Shades collective worship assemblies. The
song captures the essence of the project
and introduces the ideas around faith
and race in a non-threatening way. Its
focus is on the celebration of difference.
“My role has been both exciting and deeply
challenging and my faith has played a
crucial part in my journey. I have turned to
God on many occasions seeking guidance
from Him”, said Nicola. She added that
when the Archbishop of Canterbury
acknowledged that there is institutional
racism within the Church of England, it
was a difficult time for her. “There is still
a long way to go. Thankfully, the Shades
project has been overwhelmingly positive.”
For more on CCPP see pages 6-7.
Look out for a Shades video coming
soon on the diocesan YouTube channel.
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FIVE WAYS FOR YOUR CHURCH
TO TAKE PART IN TKC THIS YEAR
Thy Kingdom Come, the global prayer movement
that invites Christians around the world to pray for
more people to come to know Jesus, is entering
its seventh year. Here are some ideas that may be
helpful for churches wishing to organise prayer
events between Ascension Day and Pentecost.
Order free resources for your
churches and schools
• T
 he Novena booklet offers nine
days of reflections on the book of
1 Peter, written by the Archbishop
of Canterbury, Justin Welby.

Reach out into the community
Consider using the postcard prayer project.
Connect with your local community by
posting a ‘prayer postcard’ into nearby
homes and encouraging them to send in
prayer requests and visit the local church.

• T
 he Prayer Journal will help you focus
your personal prayers throughout Thy
Kingdom Come, with short Bible verses,
reflections, responses and prayers.

Share resources for children and youth
Resources for children include the Biblebased Cheeky Pandas. Order free books
for primary school aged children via the
TKC website. There will also be a brand
new five-part series of Cheeky Pandas
animations based on the Fruits of the
Spirit, with a special ‘Royal’ episode to
mark Her Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee.

• T
 o help younger readers grow in faith,
the Cheeky Pandas return this year in
an exciting Jubilee-themed adventure.
Plan a special prayer event
during the 11 days
• T
 his could be a 24/7 or 12/1 prayer
event - however long works for you.
• P
 rayer stations in the church - you might
want to use the Novena artwork and
reflections or other prayer station ideas.
• P
 rayer walking or creating
a labyrinth outside.
• C
 onnect with another church in
your area for prayer activities.
• C
 ommit to praying for five
people during the 11 days.
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‘The Way’ has produced this year’s
flagship youth resource for Thy
Kingdom Come. There is a video
series on prayer and a discussion
guide for youth groups and schools.
Visit the TKC website at
www.thykingdomcome.global
Resources can be ordered
www.chpublishing.co.uk/
thykingdomcome

NEW CHURCH
MEETS AT THE LOCAL

The latest church plant from the Antioch Network
meets in the Mosley Arms in Breightmet. It’s got
everybody talking and is an answer to years of prayer
for a new church to meet the needs of local people.
The Antioch Network was set up under a
Bishop’s Mission Order and is planting brand
new church congregations, often in deprived
areas, and in consultation with parishes,
senior clergy and other local churches.
New Life Church meets at the Mosely
Arms and is led by Revd Ben Woodfield,
his wife Amy and a team who have
been praying and meeting together
in homes over the last few years.
At the launch service at the Mosely Arms
in March, Ben said, “We’re so excited
to have launched finally. And what has
been so exciting today is that lots of local
churches have come to celebrate with us.”
Among them is Revd Wendy Oliver, who
has recently retired after 14 years as vicar
at Christ Church Harwood. Wendy has
been praying for many years and doing
prayer walks in the area. She said,

There might only have been one or two
of us praying at Christ Church Harwood
for this, but as soon as I arrived in
2008, I knew that we needed a church
plant in Top o’ th’ Brow, because it
was the sort of area that wouldn’t be
attracted to the pretty church at the
top of the hill. The only way to reach
these people would be to do something
in their area that was for them.
“Our prayer now is that we get more and
more people from the local community
coming on a Sunday at the Mosely. We’re
working together - we’re not two individual
churches, we are supporting each other.
Ben and Amy are going to do Messy Church
with us, and we’re going to find lots of
other ways where we can support each
other, share resources and just share the
mission. So we’re really excited about it!”

New Life Church is a plant from Oldhams Church in Bolton which was set
up five years ago, itself a plant from St Paul, Astley Bridge.
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GENEROSITY AND
THANKFULNESS
Inspiring and equipping our churches

Saturday 24 September 2022

Online Conference

