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THE LONG ROAD
I write at a time of considerable
political uncertainty. I’d be very
surprised if, by the time you are
reading this, the situation has been
resolved. Indeed, we may well be
facing a General Election very soon.

the answer. And yet I knew that to do so
would, with certainty, alienate a sizeable
chunk of my congregation. Instead we took
even longer, spent time understanding all
the aspects of the problem, and committed
ourselves to a rota of praying and fasting.

Lots of people are quite understandably
fed up with the national state of affairs,
and many may be attracted to whatever
produces the quickest solution to the
immediate mess. Uncertainty can be
damaging. It is said that the financial
markets react more negatively to it than
to almost any resolution of a problem,
and I know from my own experience, that
if I dither too long over whether I’ll be
quicker taking my car or catching a bus,
I will be late for my meeting anyway.

We reached our answer in due course.
In the short term, taking that extra time
was painful and frustrating. But the
outcome was much better than we would
have reached otherwise. It both held
us together and enabled the church to
grow. It was well worth the wait. I can
think of some current church issues that
come into that category. Maybe it is also
where we are now in our national life.

And yet there are matters so serious, and
of long-term significance, that it is better
to live with uncertainty for longer than to
jump to the wrong solution. In my vicar
years, we faced a complex and divisive
issue in one of my churches. After we
had spent some months considering it,
there was open pressure on me to deliver

CHAPLAINS BEGIN NEW TERM
David Walker
Bishop of Manchester

FAMILY WORSHIP AND BEYOND
The diocesan Board of Education is
inviting applications from churches
for Family Worship grants worth
up to £750 for Messy Church or
similar, including distinctively
Christian worship for children
under five and their families.
A grant fund of £15,000 is being made
available over two years, that will help fulfil
the diocesan vision of being a worshiping,
growing and transforming Christian
presence at the heart of every community.
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Applications may be made for grants of
up to £250 for existing groups and £750
for new initiatives. Churches must meet
specified criteria, including factors such as
income, location and long-term vision.
For further information, please contact
the Diocesan Children’s Officer:
karenbeal@manchester.anglican.org

The Children Changing Places
project continues its imaginative
work creating new discipleship
pathways for children and young
people across churches and
schools in the Bolton area.
The team was joined at the beginning
of the new term by three chaplaincy
assistants who are based in Church
of England high schools in the
Fraser Multi Academy Trust.

Emma Bonfield (St James), Libby
Greenhalgh (Canon Slade) and Connor
Harmsworth (Bolton St Catherine’s) are
getting stuck into their new roles which
include helping young people make the
transition from primary to secondary
school. The new chaplains will provide
opportunities to nurture the faith of
young people on the Christian
discipleship pathway.

UPCYCLING FESTIVAL
All Saints, Stand will take the
opportunity of the traditional Harvest
period to hold an Upcycling Festival,
celebrating the fact that nothing is
worthless but everything is of value.
Beautiful art works will be on display,
created by schools, businesses and
other groups, using materials that
might normally be thrown away.

The Festival will be opened by the
Mayor of Bury and runs from 8 to 13
October (9am-8pm), concluding with a
Harvest Thanksgiving service at 10am.
During school hours, classes from
the Whitefield schools will visit and
engage in a range of related activities.
Entry to the exhibition is free but
donations are welcome and any
proceeds will be support Waste Aid and
the All Saints Restoration Project.
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BRIEF
ENCOUNTER:

RECORD NUMBERS BEGIN
CLERGY TRAINING

BARBARA ATKIN
“I couldn’t handle religious
platitudes but I knew instinctively
that God was with me”
Taking coffee with Barbara Atkin in
the Cathedral Café, she reflects that
life can take unexpected turns that
you would never imagine. It was in
this same room that a conversation
two years ago led her to set up a
regular Taizé service at her parish of
Holcombe and Hawkshaw. Barbara
wanted to do this to provide a safe,
prayerful space for people to ‘just be’.

was cut out for pastoral work, she
began Authorised Lay Ministry training
with the Pastoral Care module.

Barbara and her family were devastated
by the loss of her son, Robert, in 2006.
In his twenties, while in New Zealand
on a walking holiday, Robert fell and
tragically died. After coping with the
immediate aftermath and handling all
the practicalities of the funeral and
inquest, Barbara looked for bereavement
support but found there was nothing
available locally that met her needs.

As well as setting up the Taizé service,
Barbara is helping to facilitate a
Bereavement Care Awareness Course
run by Care for the Family this month.
It is for anyone who wants to be able
to offer support and pastoral care, and
she hopes will help fill the gap that was
there when she needed support herself.

“I knew instinctively that God was with
us. I couldn’t handle religious platitudes
and had to work out my faith”, said
Barbara. Her journey for acceptance
involved attending a Bereaved Parents
Support Day in Bristol run by Care for
the Family, studying at St John’s College
in Nottingham and walking several
long-distance footpaths in the UK.
”At the time I knew I needed support
the most, people thought I was over the
worst”, she recalls. “I suppose I wore a
mask to hide my real feelings.”
Out of her experiences of seeking and
eventually finding bereavement support,
Barbara decided she wanted to support
others. Although unsure whether she
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“The glorious thing about being an ALM
is it allows you to think outside the
box!” she said. “It offers you training,
a network of people, and sets you on a
course. It’s amazing and exciting to see
how ideas develop in unexpected ways.”

Barbara feels it’s important for lay
people to be equipped to support people
they meet in day-to-day encounters.
“The best pastoral care happens at
the kitchen sink, not at prearranged
appointments” she says. “The Church
has a big resource in its lay people
and it’s really important that we think
about how we can meet other people’s
needs and prepare for those encounters.
Not everything can be done by the
one person wearing the dog collar!”
Bereavement Care Awareness Course
Saturday 26 October
Kiln Green Church, Oldham OL3 5JZ
To enquire about availability:
email barbaratkin@tiscali.co.uk
or call 029 2081 5862.
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A record 24 candidates have started training for ordained
ministry in recent weeks, after completing a lengthy
discernment and selection process. With one of the
new ordinands being just 19 years old, we expect the
Diocese of Manchester to have the youngest trainee
vicar in the country for the second year running!
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A particular focus of vocations work in
the diocese is around diversity, and so it
is good to see a mix of men and women
of all ages entering training. Canon
Nick Smeeton, Director of Vocations, is
especially pleased that for the second
year running more than one in five of
those selected are from Black, Asian and
Minority Ethnic (BAME) groups. He said:

“Manchester ordinands are taking
full advantage of the flexibility of the
training system, with some following
the traditional route of moving to a
theological college, but many, especially
those with family members in schools
and jobs locally, often choosing one
of the full-time or part-time pathways
available in and around Manchester.”

“We are delighted that 24 local people
have had their calling to ordained ministry
endorsed by the independent selection
process. Each has unique gifts and skills
to offer the wider Church and is eager
to begin their training this month.

If you are considering a call to ordained
ministry, have a chat with Nick
or Neil in the Vocations Team
by calling 0161 708 9366.

“It is so important that the priests of
the future reflect all the different
communities that make up our diocese.
Our work supporting and encouraging
BAME enquirers is bearing fruit, and
we hope that this will give others the
confidence to step forward too.”
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MAP PROGRESS

DIGITAL GIVING RAISES
OVER £8000 FOR CHURCHES

Over the summer, Mission Development Officers, Simon
Bessant and Andy Salmon, contacted every incumbent to
talk about Mission Action Planning (MAP) in their parishes.
This proved to be a very beneficial process with a focus on:

Two digital giving trials run by churches with the support
of the diocesan Gift Aid Lite team are proving very
successful, raising nearly £8000 for church funds in
about four months.

•U
 nderstanding experiences of the
MAP process to date
• Gauging how the MAP team can
provide help and support
• Understanding how MAP is being
embedded within parishes.

The diocese has invested in the new
technology to help churches take
advantage of contactless, Chip and
PIN and other electronic methods of
payment that are becoming more popular,
particularly with the younger generation.

Andy Salmon explained “We’ve spoken
to the majority of incumbents who cover
about 200 of our parishes, and people
were overwhelmingly positive about the
MAP process. Some incumbents admitted
that they’d initially felt quite cynical about
the process but now feel that there had
been real value and that it was genuinely
helping in moving the parish forward.”
Many of our clergy are feeling under quite
a lot of pressure and MAP is giving them
some agreed priorities to work on and,
when regularly reviewed, some sense
of progress.
Most parishes now have MAP on their
PCC agenda and this is really encouraging.
Simon Bessant explained “We have
heard a lot about the importance of
constantly reviewing, of trying new
things and learning. Sometimes quite
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small changes make a difference. For
example, St Matthew’s, Little Lever
started a lunch club and badged it as ‘St
Matthews Little Lever Parish Lunch Club’
and found only people from the church
community attended. They had a rethink
and branded it as ‘Little Lever Lunch
Club’ and started to get new people.”
Many clergy have commented on the
positive experience of regularly reviewing
their MAP. Revd Denise Owen from
Oldham said it helped her realise just how
much the parish had already achieved.
The information gathered from this
exercise is being reviewed so that the
next phase of Mission Action Planning
can start. This will include agreeing
how diocesan staff can most effectively
support mission across the diocese.

Six churches are trialling the Payter
device, which only accepts contactless
donations. A total of £1,528 has
been raised so far, including £750 at
St James, Didsbury. This was raised
from a mixture of donations received
from members of the congregation,
attendees at weddings, baptisms and
funerals, and visitors to parish events.
A further five churches are trialling
the SumUp device which can be used
for contactless and Chip and PIN
donations and payments. SumUp
enables a church to take card payments
for donations, Parochial Church Fees,
concert tickets, refreshments, etc.
The SumUp trial has so far yielded
£6,812 and was found to be of great
benefit at community events, where
people who may not be carrying much
cash were able to make payments or
donations. St Clement, Chorlton used
its SumUp device over three days of a
Beer Festival held in the Church Hall and
received almost £5,000 of payments.

As the two trials come to an end, some
devices will be available for other churches
to use. If your church is keen to start using
a donations/payments device in the near
future, please contact Paul Bailey (below).
FUTURE PLANS
To help your church increase its regular
income year on year, in line with annual
costs, the diocese is trialling a new
digital incremental Direct Debit system.
If your church is a member of the Gift
Aid Lite scheme, you can join a trial
starting this autumn.
FIND OUT MORE
For advice on trialling a contactless
device or joining the Direct Debit trial,
please contact Paul Bailey,
Digital Giving Officer, at
paulbailey@manchester.anglican.org
More information on introducing
contactless donations at your church is
available at www.parishbuying.org.uk/
categories/contactless-donations
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The Hive provides a base to the
Manchester L’Arche Community who run
their day activities from the hall.
A beautiful garden is near completion,
along with summer-house, raised beds
and poly tunnel, which will enable people
regardless of disabilities to grow fruit and
veg to feed hungry visitors to the Hive.
Mike added, “Headed up by Pete, our
talented and creative chef, and staffed
by volunteers who learn cooking and
hospitality skills, the Hive provides
delicious restaurant quality food at
reasonable prices and is visited by
people all over Withington (and beyond).
Volunteers include people with learning
disabilities, students, members of St
Paul’s, and those who might otherwise
not have a place of employment.”

THE HIVE:

TIME TO CELEBRATE

The Hive Community Kitchen, which began in March 2017
as a community pilot project based at St Paul’s Withington,
has grown steadily and celebrated the addition of a garden
in the grounds of the hall with a big party for everyone.

The project was celebrated with a
thanksgiving service and big party
for the whole community, attended
by local MP, Jeff Smith. There was
food, music, singing from the church
choir, and activities for young
people. The day concluded with the
illumination of the new church clock
that was restored following damage
by Storm Doris two years ago.

MEET, EAT, and MAKE FRIENDS

Originally running one day a week in the
church hall, it has become so successful
that it is now open Monday-Wednesday
every week. The Hive has benefitted
from “Place of Welcome” funding and
offers free tea and coffee in the morning.
Any homeless person coming to the
Hive is welcomed with a free meal.
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Hils and Mike Corcoran, who do a clergy
job share at St Paul’s, explained: “The
Hive enables people from different
backgrounds, circumstances and
experiences to share in the hospitality
we have to offer. It also offers
volunteering experiences to people
who might not be able to secure a
similar position elsewhere. We believe
this models something to the wider
community about the Kingdom of God.”

As time stood still from the church
tower, the congregation of St Paul’s had
searched for sponsors to get the clock
up and running again. Eventually enough
money was secured with a combination
of private donations and the support
of Manchester Airport, Manchester City
Council and the Withington Civic Society.
The clock has had a complete overhaul,
with new lighting and hands along with
a system that allows the time to be
altered automatically with the changing
seasons. Something to celebrate!
For information and advice on Places
of Welcome, contact: Lily Axworthy,
lily@greatertogethermanchester.org
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NORTHERN REBELLION
URGES ACTION
Over a long weekend at the end of August
Extinction Rebellion closed off Deansgate,
Manchester to highlight the plight of climate change.
So what exactly were Christians doing
there among the crowd of activists?
Is this form of action a good way
to get a message across?
Fr Patrick Davies of St Crispin’s Fallowfield
said, “This was a wonderful gathering
of cross-generational support. With a
carnival atmosphere, this expression of
concern highlighted the pressing need
for urgent action. People of all faiths
and none gathered together in a show
of solidarity for the needs of the most
vulnerable in our world, and although
this may have inconvenienced some
people, most were very understanding
and appreciative of why it was staged.

Scientists tell us that we need to
make changes at an unprecedented
speed and scale to avoid ecological
breakdown. Extinction Rebellion
has brought the climate crisis into
the heart of our politics and media.

CHRISTIAN CLIMATE ACTION
Members of Christian Climate Action are
part of the wider Extinction Rebellion
movement. The group has played a core
role in Extinction Rebellion – both on
the front line and behind the scenes.
Hannah Malcolm, member of St Edmund
Whalley Range, explains, “People involved
in Christian Climate Action believe that our
faith is urging us to repent for our collusion
in the destruction of our environment
and exploitation of the poorest in the
world. We feel called to participate in
non-violent direct action which calls
attention to the crisis we face and holds
governments and businesses accountable.”
During the Northern Rebellion, Christians
from across the north of England gathered
for a day of training at St Edmund’s
Church in Whalley Range, where they
discussed the reasons Christians might
feel called to non-violent action and how
they could support the aims of Extinction
Rebellion. Over the weekend this included
providing wellbeing and arrestee support,
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washing up in the soup kitchen, joining a
protest march, handing in a Christian Aid
petition to HSBC, and holding a Sunday
afternoon prayer gathering on Deansgate.
“Climate change affects us all,” says
Fr Patrick. “Churches cannot ignore
this and hope it will go away. We all
need to make a change. The question
is no longer do we believe in climate
change, but whether we care enough
to do something about it. The rebellion
needs people on the front line, but also
creators, administrators, organisers and
energisers. God has blessed us all with
different skills – if you want to use yours
to stand up for life, contact us now.
GET INVOLVED BY EMAIL
Christian Climate Action Manchester:
ChristianClimateActionMCR@gmail.com
Green Christian:
info@greenchristian.org.uk
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Bishop Chris Edmondson will
be the first speaker at the relaunched Diocesan Evangelical
Fellowship (DEF) on 15 October.

WORLD
MENTAL
HEALTH DAY
INTERFAITH
SERVICE

Neil Hudson of LICC will be leading a
DEF training morning on discipleship
on 9 November. Further details
about the DEF and its events are
available at www.mdef.info

Greater Manchester Health and Social
Care Interfaith Working Group convenes
the first Interfaith service at Manchester
Cathedral on Thursday 10 October
to mark World Mental Health Day.

DIOCESAN
EVANGELICAL
FELLOWSHIP

APPOINTMENTS

The Revd Shaun Conlon, currently
Priest-in-Charge of St Martin
Ashton-upon-Mersey in Chester
Diocese, has been appointed Priestin-Charge of St Mary Prestwich.
The Revd Daniel Valentine,
currently SSM Curate at St Clement
Chorlton-cum-Hardy, has been
appointed as 0.5 Priest-in-Charge of
St Matthew with St Mary Crumpsall.

RESIGNATIONS
The Revd Mark Williams,
currently Team Rector of Worsley,
has been appointed Rector of
Bowland in the Diocese of Blackburn.
The Revd Daniel Walters,
currently Curate at High Crompton
and Thornham, has been appointed
Associate Priest of Oxford St Giles,
St Philip and St James with
St Margaret in the Diocese of Oxford.

RETIREMENT

The Revd Marcus Maxwell
is to retire as Team Rector of the
Heatons Benefice on 31 October 2019.
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Uniting faith communities across Greater
Manchester, the service promotes the
growing recognition that faith communities,
in conjunction with statutory health and
social care agencies, can address mental
health inequalities within our respective
communities. The gathering celebrates
the richness of our traditions and the
common issues we share on the theme
of mental health and wellbeing.
Inspired by Taizé worship, the World Mental
Health Day service weaves together texts,
readings, narratives, chants, mantras and
prayer from the different faith groups.
The service will draw on the Five Ways to
Wellbeing, and highlight some of the issues
of isolation, loneliness and anxiety which
can contribute to mental health problems.
All are welcome to attend the service that
is designed to bring health and wellbeing to
our wonderfully colourful and diverse city.
The service begins at 6.30pm and a prayer
labyrinth is available to walk from 3pm.

RELEASING
TREASURES
LOCKED AWAY
Bishop Mark Ashcroft

On a recent visit to Kenya, we
were astonished and blessed
to be lent a car for two weeks
by one of our godchildren! We
discovered later that he had only
just acquired it, but knowing we
were coming and in need of a car,
he decided to bless us with his.

It might be a gift or skill that has long
lain under wraps; it might be the ability
to communicate our faith to others something that we would love to do
but somehow it eludes us; it might
be a relationship that sadly has got
stuck, and we can’t seem to unlock
the barriers that have grown up.

We had a number of adventures with the
car but each time he assured us “Don’t
worry!” In Kenya, most cars have an
additional tracker for security reasons,
and our godson told us not to leave the
keys in the car as the tracking system self
locks the vehicle after 30 seconds. The
inevitable happened. Visiting friends, we
were looking at an issue with the wiper on
the rear windscreen when we closed the
hatchback boot and, uh oh, it locked, with
the keys staring at us from inside the boot.

Of course it is Jesus who holds the keys
to unlock hidden and inaccessible areas
of our lives, healing the parts that are
broken and bringing out hidden treasures
that perhaps we didn’t know were there.

God was wonderfully good to us, because
these friends were the ideal people to
be visiting when you lock the car keys in
your car! With great skill and patience,
a few wires and other gadgets, they
managed to spring the lock open and
we gratefully recovered the keys.

But I reflect on the fact that without our
friends who helped us unlock the car,
our car keys might still be in the boot.
In the same way, it may be our friends
and church family who might be the very
ones that help us unlock our hidden gifts
and talents. That’s why meeting together
in small groups or having fellowship with
other Christians has been instrumental
in helping me and many others to unlock
the riches Christ has given us. One day,
we too might be the friend that helps
someone else unlock their treasures.

I tell the story not just because many
of us have adventures with car keys,
but because for many of us in our
Christian lives and discipleship, we
suffer from things being locked away
and we seem unable to access them.
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We want to hear your thoughts

ARE CHRISTIANS
CALLED TO NONVIOLENT DIRECT
ACTION TO
HIGHLIGHT
INJUSTICE?

What will we do with
your comments?

SMALL ADVERTS

We will collate all the responses we
receive and consider them as we develop
our plans and priorities for the diocese.

FIRST STEPS IN ARCHIVES (One-day workshop for
non-professional archivists managing church archives.
28 November, Nazarene Theological College, Didsbury.
Price: £30/£20 Further information: https://tinyurl.
com/yyf58vr2 . Run by The National Archives with
ABTAPL and the Religious Archives Group.

We will not be able to provide individual
responses, but we will provide updates
in CRUX on how your feedback is
shaping Church for a different world.

WHAT’S ON
THIS MONTH AT
MANCHESTER
CATHEDRAL?

BE A
CHORISTER
FOR A DAY
Saturday 19 October
(1pm – 4.30pm)
Explore the Cathedral, try on
chorister robes and have a go at
brass-rubbing!

What would you like to see
discussed in a future issue?

Thanks for your feedback so far

Send to:
Church for a Different World,
Diocese of Manchester, Church House,
90 Deansgate, Manchester M3 2GH

TWO CHORAL SCHOLARSHIPS (Bolton
Parish Church), each worth £500 p.a. are available
from Autumn 2019 for school-age singers from Years
9 to 12. Enquiries to michaelpain18@gmail.com
WANTED: VINYL RECORD COLLECTIONS
We pay the best prices for Rock & Pop record
collections (sorry, no Classical) in excellent
condition from smoke free homes. Please call Mark
(practising Christian) on 0161 798 4992
or 07717 648 349
SPIC ‘N’ SPAN SPECIALIST CLEANERS
leather suite cleaners, oven and hob cleaning,
carpet and upholstery cleaning, UPVC conservatory,
gutter fascia and soffit clean, driveway patio decking
power-washed, house clearance, rubbish removal.
Call Jonathon: 07423 325192 for free quote
SPIC ‘N’ SPAN HOME MAINTENANCE
gutters, UPVC door hanging, laminate flooring, flat
pack assembly, window fitting, roof repairs, fascia
soffits, pointing, brickwork, painting and decorating.
Call Jonathon: 07423 325192 for free quote.
LAKE DISTRICT HOLIDAY LET
A well-appointed and equipped 2 bedroom apartment
in Bowness with parking and garage. Offering a
balcony with views of Lake Windermere. www.
swallowsrest.org For more information call
07719 966990; email info@swallowsrest.org

Continue the conversation
Website:
manchester.anglican.org
Twitter:
@DioManchester
Facebook:
The Diocese of Manchester
Email:
differentworld@manchester.anglican.org

BAMBS BITES PROFESSIONAL CATERING
SERVICES Providing Caribbean and vegetarian
takeway foods and outside catering. Based in Ardwick,
Manchester. Call 07368 371696 for collection or
order delivery via Just Eat, Uber Eats or Deliveroo.

To advertise in CRUX contact:
Simon Ambrose, 0161 828 1410
sambrose@manchester.anglican.org
The copy deadline is the
first of the month prior to publication.

For more information
and to book a place visit
www.manchestercathedral.
org/events

Follow us at @manc_diocese
Follow us at @DioManchester

Editorial:
All editorial items to Ann Mummery,
0161 828 1470
amummery@manchester.anglican.org
To order CRUX or amend your order:
John Golding
07768 767220
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Service of Thanksgiving and Blessing
for our Pets and Working Animals
We love our pets and for some of us they are like members of our families.
This will be a service of thanksgiving and blessing for those beloved pets and
for all animals that help us.
�or more informa�on visit www.manchestercathedral.org�events

Manchester Cathedral
Sunday 13 October
2pm—3pm

