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MARKING THE SEASON
Easter fell late in the year of my birth.
In consequence. I was born at the end
of May 1957, on Ascension Day. Sixty
two years later, 2019 is the first time
since that my birthday has been on
this particular feast. So I can’t help
but reflect on Ascension this month.
Being exactly forty days after Easter, the
day always falls on a Thursday, and in
consequence is often poorly marked in our
churches. But it really matters to our faith,
because it signals the end of one particular
relationship between Jesus and his
disciples and prepares them for a new one.
From this moment on, that motley group
of women and men, still coming to terms
with the momentous events of the previous
few weeks, have to take primary place in
furthering the good news of Jesus. Theirs
will be the hands and feet that work for
his kingdom, theirs the voices that need
to tell others about the purposeful life
he offers to all who follow him. God’s
Holy Spirit will guide and sustain them,
but they will have to take the lead.

This year, we are once again marking
the season between Ascension Day and
Pentecost by taking part in Thy Kingdom
Come. First launched by our archbishops
a couple of years ago, this initiative
has grown exponentially, catching the
imagination of huge numbers of church
people across Britain and beyond.
For these ten days we are invited and
encouraged to act and pray for more
people to come to know the love of Jesus
Christ in their lives. Please look to see
what your local parish or church are doing,
and join in. The more of us who take
part, the happier my birthday will be.

ALM FALLOW YEAR
David Walker
Bishop of Manchester

DIOCESAN SYNOD UPDATE
Diocesan Synod met in March, with
over 40 pupils from Bishop Bridgeman
School opening the session with
inspiring ethos-themed worship. Mike
Davis was commissioned as Diocesan
Ambassador for the Children’s Society.
Bishop David’s Presidential Address
made the link between recent atrocities
in Christchurch, New Zealand and
the approaching second anniversary
of the Manchester Arena bomb. He
called for unity in spite of the divisions
caused by Brexit, and reiterated the
Archbishops’ invitation to open up
our church buildings and offer a few
minutes of kindness and hospitality to
help us move on from one of the most
divisive periods in our national life.
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Helen Platts, the new Chief Operating
Officer and Diocesan Secretary, addressed
Synod reflecting on her first two months
in post. She acknowledged the enormous
amount of effort that’s already being
put in at all levels in the diocese to
thinking about the future and making
the changes necessary to ensure the
health and vibrancy of our churches. She
emphasised that the current focus is on
supporting parishes and deaneries with
implementing their Mission Action Plans
and sharing learning from the positive
changes that are already being made.
Canon Steve Williams highlighted
some of the very practical steps that
individuals and churches can take to
foster positive inter faith relationships.
Canon Phillip Blinkhorn briefed Synod on
the 2018 financial results and some of
the financial challenges that lie ahead.

Cover: Celebrating after a confirmation service at Christ Church, Pennington

2020 will mark the tenth anniversary of running the ALM
scheme in the Diocese of Manchester. The original vision was
to have 300 trained and deployed Authorised Lay Ministers.
This figure will be fulfilled and surpassed by the end of 2019.
2020 will be a ‘fallow year’ for the ALM
scheme, during which there will be no
new training, but rather an opportunity
to discern a new vision going forward.
Jamie Mackenzie, Local Ministry Officer
who leads the ALM training said,
“2020 feels like the right time to stop
and listen to God as we discern a new
vision for the future. By not having to
intensively work the ground to produce
another yearly ‘crop’ of ALMs, we hope
that the fallow year will give us all the
time and space we need to be able to
reflect, refresh and renew our vision so
that we can prepare the fields for fertile
future growth and fruitful harvesting.
“The year will also give us the
chance to research and gather
feedback from all involved in the
scheme so that we can continue to
improve and develop the course.”

WHY A FALLOW YEAR?
The concept of a Fallow Year is based
on the biblical and agricultural practice
(Leviticus 25:1-7) of allowing a field
to rest ‘fallow’ for a year. Continual
cropping can impoverish the soil, reducing
fruitfulness. The fallow resting period gives
the ground the time it needs to replenish
and renew its natural resources, keeping
it fertile for future growth and harvesting.
During 2020 there will be a number
of special events for the whole ALM
community. These include a Service
of Thanksgiving and Renewal,
retreats and refresher days, deanery
celebrations and a conference in July.
Further details will be publicised at
www.manchester.anglican.org/ALM
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10 YEARS OF MESSY CHURCH!

BRIDGING THE
BREXIT DIVIDE
Churches have been responding to a call from the Archbishops for
them to play a role in helping heal the division causes by the lengthy
Brexit process. There is a special prayer for unity, and some churches
have hosted informal café-style meetings to bring people together
and provide the opportunity to listen respectfully to different views.

A PRAYER FOR THE NATION

St Andrew’s in Boothstown started Messy Church in 2009
with four families and no idea of whether it would be a
success. Ten years later, 30 families rush to book in every
month and an estimated 100-120 families have participated.
Helen Wiles explains, “At the birthday
party we made Messy Church bookmarks,
party hats and streamers, followed by
parachute games and party tea. In the
evening we invited past members and
leaders to join us for drinks and nibbles.”
Among those who came was Revd
Kathryn Carmyllie and her daughter
Hannah. Helen said, “It was Kathryn who
started the whole thing and thanks to
her faith and enthusiasm we kept going
in those early days when we thought it
might not be successful. Hannah started
helping when she was 13 years old and
stayed with us, even after Kathryn had
left, until she went to university. We are
so grateful for their vision and help.
“When Revd Karen Hopwood-Owen joined
us she added her own brand of fun and
enthusiasm to the mix.” We hope that
we have shared our love of Jesus with
all the families we have encountered
and, God willing, will continue to do so.
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One of the entries from a memory book
says: “Messy Church was such a huge
part of our lives for many years. At a time
when life was really hard, it provided fun
for the kids and even an evening meal
and just chat and hugs with lots of other
mums. It was an absolute life saver
and a joy and I will never forget it”.

God of hope,
in these times of change
unite our nation
and guide our leaders with your wisdom.
Give us courage to overcome our fears,
and help us to build a future
in which all may prosper and share;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

St Chad’s in Rochdale had a steady
stream of brexiteers and remainers
in church, engaging in some good
conversation. The Revd Mark
Coleman said, “There are too few

opportunities for people to risk real
conversation. Let churches be safe
places for disagreement and let’s all
get better at listening and sharing.”
Bishop David supported the move for
churches to bring people together. He
said, “We have to be a force for unity
in a time of great division. Listening
to people who believe things different
from ourselves, whether that’s about
religion or politics or Brexit, can only
be a good thing. You learn that the
other person is a real person with
views to be respected and welcomed.
“One cup of tea, one piece of cake,
one prayer, one handshake at a time:
we need to rebuild the civil hospitality
that undergirds our society.”

A second Messy Communion at
Manchester Cathedral in March
explored different aspects of
the Eucharist and how people
can meet with Jesus in worship,
through the Word, each other
and in the bread and wine.
If your church would like to explore
Messy Church, please contact
Diocesan Children’s Work Officer,
Karen Beal, on 0161 828 1433.

PAGE 5

Church for a different world

CRUX May 2019

BRIEF
ENCOUNTER:
ABBY OGIER
“We’re all a bit broken, but
God loves us and gives us a
third and fourth chance.”
Although Abby Ogier has been a church
member all her life, she admits her faith
has been through ups and downs and is
shaped by some difficult experiences. She
now combines ministry as a Reader in
the Wythenshawe Team with employment
as a part-time chaplain at Greater
Manchester Community Chaplaincy.
With two failed marriages behind her
and bringing up two children as a single
parent, Abby experienced a crisis of faith.
She stopped going to church, where she
had been involved in running toddler
groups, and her concern and care for
children led her to work for the charity,
Barnardo’s. There she progressed to
manage their Domestic Abuse Services
across the North West of England.
Despite not attending church, Abby
had not stopped praying to God,
and preparing for her third marriage
she decided to make a fresh start at
a different church in Didsbury. She
soon found herself taking on teaching
responsibilities and leading a Lent course.
Abby said, “I felt a strong sense of
being called away from Barnardo’s and
into ministry in the Church. I explored
a call and began training for Reader
ministry, which involves preaching and
teaching. I was looking for a part time
job that would fit in better with ministry,
and when the job as a chaplain came
up I jumped at the chance! It builds
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on my work at Barnardo’s, where I
could see the impact on children of
returning them to a damaged home.”
Abby now works with ex-offenders, who
have often had very difficult childhoods
themselves. “Most of the people I meet
in my job are troubled by self-loathing
and a lack of self-esteem. These feelings
are more powerful than a lack of
awareness of what they’ve done wrong.
“As Christians we’re called to share God’s
love with people, and I think that comes
before calling people to repentance.
We’re all a bit broken, but God loves us
and gives us a third and fourth chance.
Abby adds,

“My work as a chaplain is satisfying
and challenging. It’s taken me out
of a cosy life within the deanery
and I get to meet colleagues from
other walks of life who might
have a different interpretation
of scripture. Through dialogue
we’re able to understand and
appreciate one another’s positions.”

OUR COMMUNITY
CHAPLAINCY
Greater Manchester Community
Chaplaincy (GMCC) deserves
to be better known.

Most people are helped on their way within
six weeks of release; others need support
with more complex or long-term issues.

It helps ex-offenders across the region to
make a fresh start after their release from
prison by offering a friendly listening ear,
pastoral support and help with benefits
and accommodation. GMCC offers the
same welcome and commitment to
everyone, regardless of whether they
show an interest in faith issues.

Churches can both refer members of
their congregations or communities
who might benefit from support, and
can support GMCC with prayer.

In close cooperation with the Methodist
Church and operating from Methodist Central
Hall in Manchester, the chaplaincy aims to
help ex-offenders reintegrate positively into
society. It receives referrals from prison
chaplains, including Styal, Manchester,
Forest Bank, Hindley, Buckley Hall and
Thorn Cross. It is also exploring working
with people on community sentences.
GMCC begins working with people during
the last six months of their sentence and
supports them on release by offering
mentoring, information and guidance. Help
with training, IT skills, applying for benefits
and finding somewhere to live is also offered.

The chaplaincy also runs Café Central
which is staffed by volunteers and exoffenders. This gives people skills and
experience, and even the opportunity
to obtain a catering qualification.
HOW CAN YOU SUPPORT GMCC?
Through prayer – ask for a copy
of the regular prayer letter or attend
regular Thursday prayers at 1pm.
Volunteer for even a few hours per week
Refer vulnerable people who need help
Support financially – the
chaplaincy relies on donations
If you would like to help, please contact
James Clearly at james@gmcconline.
org or visit www.gmcc.support
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“We hope this project acts as a catalyst
to build and strengthen partnerships
across the town. No single organisation
can effectively fulfil the task of reaching
out to our young people - we are better
together! We are excited that so far
partnerships are developing with Wigan
Council, Wigan Community Partnership,
our high schools, churches, Ambassadors
in Football and a community arts project.”

DEVELOPING YOUTH
WORK IN LEIGH
Churches in Leigh are thrilled to be launching an
Eden Bus project in the town, offering a mobile
youth centre for young people to enjoy.
A brand new bus equipped with video
games, chill-out zone, climbing wall
and nail bar will be appearing every
Thursday evening at Spinning Gate
car park in Leigh from 9 May.
Revd Alan Saunders, Vicar of Christ
Church Pennington, is delighted that
the project is taking off after months
of planning. Working together with
other denominations in the town to
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offer the facilities for young people,
the Eden Bus has received financial
backing from Wigan Council.
Alan said, “The cut backs to youth
services are so severe that there are very
few resources for youth activities these
days. The voluntary sector is looking
to the fill the gap, which is both an
opportunity for churches and a challenge.

As well as its weekly appearance in
Leigh town centre, the Eden Bus will
be touring the three high schools in the
town. Christ Church has strengthened
its links with Lowton CE High School
since the appointment last year of
Wiremu Kingi as senior church Youth
Worker and Lowton school chaplain.

Alan said, “We are starting to see
sustained growth in numbers of children
and young people attending church groups
since Wiremu joined us. The youth work
programme has developed, made possible
by funding from grants and giving.”
Follow-up sessions with young people
interested in learning more about the
Christian faith and links to churchbased activities will take place over
the summer. “This provides repeated
and relevant opportunities for young
people to hear the Good News.”
Volunteers are still needed to help deliver
youth activities and sessions on the
Eden Bus.
If you can help, please contact
Gill Haddican, Youth Outreach
Development Worker,
gill@christchurchpennington.com;
07753 823593.
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HANNAH
WINS
THEOLOGY
SLAM

APPOINTMENTS
The Revd Owen Edwards,
currently Curate at St Mary
Prestwich, has been appointed
Curate at St Paul Kersal Moor.
The Revd Andy Harper, currently
Curate in the Ramsbottom and
Edenfield Team, has been appointed
Team Vicar in the Eccles Team with
responsibility for Christ Church
Patricroft and St Andrew Eccles.

THE REVD
GEORGE
DOBBS RIP
It was with sadness that the
Diocese of Manchester heard of the
death of the retired priest Revd
George Dobbs who had faithfully
served the diocese since 1984.
George was ordained in 1968, served in
the dioceses of Lincoln, Southwell and
Birmingham before coming to Manchester.
For a while he combined his priestly duties
with that of teacher and social worker,
but he will be remembered for his 24
years as Vicar of St Aidan’s, Sudden,
including nine as Hon Curate at Castleton.
His gifts of pastoral care extended well
into retirement. Many people have cause
to be grateful for his dedicated ministry.
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The Revd Julian Hartley,
currently Team Vicar in the Astley,
Tyldesley and Mosley Common Team,
has been appointed Incumbent
of St Paul Astley Bridge.

RETIREMENT
The Revd Janet Butterworth
is to retire as OLM in the
Heatons Team on 31 July.

PERSONAL
REMEMBRANCE
The second anniversary of the
Manchester Arena terror attack, which
claimed 22 lives, will be marked with
a civic memorial service at St Ann’s
church on Wednesday 22 May.
The service will be a personal and private
event for the families who lost loved
ones, those injured and representatives
of those who were first to respond.
At 10.31pm on 22 May – the exact
anniversary – bells will ring out from
buildings across the city centre including
Manchester Cathedral, St Ann’s Church
and the Town Hall.

Congratulations to Diocesan Officer,
Hannah Malcolm, who won the
inaugural Theology Slam with an
impassioned plea for the Church
to learn how to mourn the damage
caused by climate change. Hannah
is Coordinator of the God and the
Big Bang project, which runs school
workshops on science and religion.
Hannah was awarded the prize for her
talk, which explored the theological
implications of grieving the destruction
of our planet. You can listen to her
talk at tinyurl.com/y4qwhx3v

WHIT WALK
Come along with your church for
the annual Manchester and Salford
Whit Walk. The group leaves the
Cathedral at 10am and makes its
way to Albert Square for a short
act of witness. To register for more
information, please contact Canon
Daniel Burton on 0161 745 7608;
ashworthburton@hotmail.com

WHIT WALK
27 May
10.00am

ARCHDEACONS’ VISITATIONS
The Archdeacons are looking forward to welcoming wardens,
sidespeople and their supporters to this year’s Visitations. All
services begin at 7.30pm. The dates and venues are as follows:

ARCHDEACONRY OF MANCHESTER
Thursday 9 May, Stretford, St Matthew
Thursday 16 May, Manchester Cathedral
Wednesday 29 May, Harpurhey, Christ Church

ARCHDEACONRY OF ROCHDALE
Wednesday 8 May, Rochdale, St Chad
Thursday 9 May, Chadderton, St Mark
Wednesday 15 May, Ashton, St Michael and All Angels
Thursday 16 May, Tonge in Alkrington, St Michael
Monday 20 May, Waterhead, Holy Trinity

ARCHDEACONRY OF SALFORD
Wednesday 8 May, Paddington, St Paul
Wednesday 15 May, Swinton, Holy Rood
Wednesday 22 May, Leigh, St Mary

ARCHDEACONRY OF BOLTON
Wednesday 8 May, Horwich, Holy Trinity
Thursday 9 May, Heaton, Christ Church
Monday 13 May, Harwood, Christ Church
Wednesday 15 May, Goodshaw, St Mary & All Saints
Wednesday 22 May, Stand, All Saints
Thursday 23 May, Walmersley, St John and St Mark
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MEETING THE NEEDS OF
THE COMMUNITY
St Andrew’s, Hillock received a Church for a
Different World award for their Community Hub,
which puts an empty vicarage to good use.
The church transformed the building
into a community space that offers a
food pantry, clothes store, and library
for families on the Hillock estate.
Frances Lawson explains: “At St
Andrew’s we have a heart for reaching
people in our community and seeing
their lives changed. We are passionate
about being the hub of our community
and living Jesus-Shaped Lives.

“We had been praying about how God
wants us to reach out and be a part of
what is happening. We had an empty
vicarage after our curate moved and a
member of the community approached
us with an idea to run a food pantry,
so that people can buy low cost, high
quality food. We spent a lot of time
in prayer and believe that God was
guiding us to the Community Hub.”

The church equipped the Hub with
financial support from the Council for
Social Aid and ‘The Pitch’ scheme run
by Bury Council. They offer tea and
coffee and a friendly welcome, and
they link with Fareshare to offer lowcost, quality food for sale. The parish
also runs a Holiday Breakfast Club that
provides free breakfasts for children
in the summer holidays, with support
from the local council and allotments.
Revd Donna Williams said, “The food
pantry and breakfast club meet a huge
need on the estate and are opening
new doors for us as a church. There
is real sense of community with those
we are ministering to through the Hub,
and we regularly have opportunities
to pray with and for people.

“We are working with 33
households which means we are
supplying food to 105 people
each week. Many of the same
families are using our school
holiday breakfast club. We
work with the local housing
officer and debt councillor
and our local children’s centre
regularly refers families to us.”

“We are in the process of installing WiFi and providing access to laptops for
anyone who doesn’t have them at home.”

“It was our joy to see one of the
families confirmed recently. Karen,
another lady we prayed for and felt
God bless her, has started to come to
church and brings friends with her.
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We want to hear your thoughts

HOW DOES
YOUR CHURCH
ENGAGE WITH
THE YOUNGER
GENERATION?

What will we do with
your comments?

SMALL ADVERTS

We will collate all the responses we
receive and consider them as we develop
our plans and priorities for the diocese.
We will not be able to provide individual
responses, but we will provide updates
in CRUX on how your feedback is
shaping Church for a different world.

WHAT’S ON
THIS MONTH AT
MANCHESTER
CATHEDRAL?

WRITING THE
CATHEDRAL

SATURDAY 25 MAY 2019
(10.30AM TO 12.30PM)

SPIC ‘N’ SPAN SPECIALIST CLEANERS
leather suite cleaners, oven and hob
cleaning, carpet and upholstery cleaning,
UPVC conservatory, gutter fascia and
soffit clean, driveway patio decking
power-washed, house clearance,
rubbish removal. Call Jonathon:
07423 325192 for free quote
SPIC ‘N’ SPAN HOME MAINTENANCE
Gutters, UPVC door hanging, laminate
flooring, flat pack assembly, window
fitting, roof repairs, fascia soffits, pointing,
brickwork, painting and decorating. Call
Jonathon: 07423 325192 for free quote.
LAKE DISTRICT HOLIDAY LET
A well-appointed and equipped 2 bedroom
apartment in Bowness with parking and
garage. Offering a balcony with views of
Lake Windermere. www.swallowsrest.
org For more information call 07719
966990; email info@swallowsrest.org

What would you like to see
discussed in a future issue?

To advertise in CRUX contact:
Simon Ambrose, 0161 828 1410
sambrose@manchester.anglican.org

Continue the conversation
Website:
manchester.anglican.org
Twitter:
@DioManchester
Facebook:
The Diocese of Manchester
Email:
differentworld@manchester.anglican.org

Thanks for your feedback so far

Send to:
Church for a Different World,
Diocese of Manchester, Church House,
90 Deansgate, Manchester M3 2GH

Come and write your own poetry
in the inspiring environment of
Manchester Cathedral. We will
offer relaxed and encouraging
writing activities to develop your
poems. No experience necessary.
Book online: https://tinyurl.
com/WritingTheCathedralMay.

Follow us at @manc_diocese

The copy deadline is the
first of the month prior to publication.
Payment is in advance.
Small ads cost 50 pence per word
(maximum of 40 words) plus VAT.
Editorial:
All editorial items to Ann Mummery,
0161 828 1470
amummery@manchester.anglican.org
To order CRUX or amend your order:
John Golding
07768 767220

Follow us at @DioManchester

Like us, search for The Diocese of Manchester
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Manchester Estate Ministry
Network
bringing together lay and ordained practitioners of
urban and estate ministry, evangelism and worship

Rt Rev’d Jill Duff
Bishop of Lancaster

Canon Andy Delmege
Chair, NECN

Thursday 16th May 2019
12noon-3pm
William Temple Church, Wythenshawe M22 0BU
Register: www.mcrestates.weebly.com

