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SHARING
THE PEACE

CHALLENGES AND
OPPORTUNITIES
Before the summer break our
Diocesan Synod had a first look,
and encouraged us to go forward in
producing proposals to change the
number and structure of deaneries.
Put baldly, that may feel a rather
internal matter, but the proposals lie
at the heart of enabling us to be Fit for
Mission at a time when big challenges
and huge opportunities face us. After
the summer break, meetings in each
Archdeaconry will discuss and refine the
proposals further, before they come back
to Synod in the autumn for approval.
In summary, we want to move to a
place where we have fewer deaneries
- potentially only seven - which largely
follow civic boundaries. Larger deaneries
will strengthen mutual support, and
crucially will allow each to have an
Area Dean whose full time ministry is
a combination of the normal duties of
that role (but across a larger number
of parishes) and hands on support for
those parishes in vacancy or undergoing
significant change. No longer will Area

FOUNDATIONS
ON THE MOVE
Foundations for Ministry is open
to anyone who feels a sense of
vocation or calling to Christian
ministry and needs time and space
to unpack what that might look like.
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Deans have to fit their duties on top of
being full time vicar in their own parish.
At a time when we are anticipating many
new, younger clergy completing training
and beginning parish ministry, we will
have stronger support structures to equip
and sustain them. Lay chairs may work
in small informal teams within a deanery,
so that responsibilities are shared.
A number of other dioceses are considering
similar proposals to ours. But I do believe
this can be another opportunity for
Manchester to be at the front of enabling
both ourselves and the wider Church of
England to fulfil our calling and vision
to be a Church for a Different World.

The Bolton Party in the Park was
another outstanding success, with
7000 people enjoying music, free
entertainment, street food and games.
Now in its sixth year, the event is
organised by volunteers connected
with St Peter’s Church, Halliwell and
begins with an open-air service. Revd
Craig Watson of Bury Church High
School and St Peter’s has a busy time
selling olive wood crafts at the event.
Elsewhere, hundreds gathered in
Cathedral Gardens to ring their bells,
big and small, to send a message
of peace to the world. Yoko Ono’s
Bells for Peace marked the start of
this year’s Manchester International
Festival. “Peace is Power” was her
message to Manchester and beyond.

David Walker
Bishop of Manchester

Courses are running in Bolton,
Manchester and Oldham this year,
from September to June, over 23
evening sessions and four Saturdays.
For more information and to apply
(by 31 August), please visit
www.manchester.anglican.org/ffm
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With 191 CE schools within the relatively
small geographic area of our diocese, we
are blessed with a wonderful opportunity
to provide a Christian discipleship pathway
for those children and families who wish
to follow that path. It is a path which I
trod in the latter years of my time in the
diocese. When I had visited all our schools
at least once by 2013, and I asked Bishop
Mark what I should do next, he said ‘do
it again’, and this time you can w
 alk.

A CONVERSATION
BETWEEN THE GENERATIONS
As he prepares to retire after 12 years as Diocesan
Director of Education, Canon Maurice Smith reflects
on the work of diocesan education teams at the heart
of the Church’s mission.

The longest path was the A57 from St
Mary’s Cadishead to Godfrey Ermen in
Salford; the shortest from All Saints to
St Wilfrid’s, Newton Heath. During that
time, all the ‘infants only’ schools had
closed, and the number of academies had
grown from zero to 40. We hope that our
schools, and youth and children’s work,
exemplified in our new Children Changing
Places project in Bolton, will provide a
safe and secure pathway of Christian
discipleship for those in the future.

In the last 12 years, we have attracted
£2m from external sources for large
projects such as God and the Big Bang
and Children Changing Places. We have
enhanced our school improvement service,
thus minimising the number of CE schools
that are judged inadequate by Ofsted. We
have further developed our international
links in Lahore, Tampere and Taize.

The two straplines that have applied to
the diocese during my tenure are both
memorable and suitable to the role and
function of the Department of Education.

This is why the work of diocesan
Education teams is at the heart of
the mission of the Church of England,
not a peripheral, historic function.

It takes a team of Christian people to
do this, not an individual, and this team
should take a (brief) bow. Because,
as always, there is more to do.

“Passing on the baton of faith,
hope and love” should be at the heart
of all church schools, and children
and youth work, in the diocese.

But these are schools, not churches, and
they have a core responsibility for the
standards of education and the attainment
and progress of pupils. In Manchester
Diocese that includes thousands of children
from other faiths and cultures. Many
senior figures in public life have enjoyed
an education founded on the Church of
England, and in Lahore, Pakistan’s new
president, Imran Khan, was a pupil at
Cathedral School Number 1 (where they
give numbers to their cathedral schools).

One definition of education is that it is
‘a conversation between generations’.
As I move into my 65th year and engage
in conversations with the next-but-one
generation – my grandchildren – I am
more than aware that the responsibility
of passing on the baton of faith, hope and
love to the next generation is ours.
It is not just a role, it is a responsibility
as Christians and educators, and one
we should grasp with enthusiasm and
Christian commitment, as will
my successor.  

Being “a worshipping, growing and
transforming Christian presence at
the heart of every community” is as
much the role of the church school as
it is the church. Each pupil in our 191
church schools worships every day; for
the last 20 years almost all of our church
schools have been growing in number
and size; and each school transforms
the lives of the 60,000 pupils that attend.
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SYNOD UPDATE

A year of discipleship

Diocesan Synod in June looked at a first draft of a high level strategy
for the diocese that brings together key programmes of work and
sets out a clear vision of what we are seeking to achieve over
the next ten years.
Feedback from Synod was positive
and will inform the final version
of the strategy which returns to
October Synod for sign off. We look
forward to sharing the strategy with
CRUX readers later in the year.

Canon Maurice Smith addressed Synod
for the final time before he retires at
the end of August. Members wished
him well and expressed their gratitude
for his many years’ of service as
diocesan Director of Education.

Bishop David outlined proposals for
changes to the number of deaneries
and the creation of new roles for Area
Deans that provides leadership for
change, as well as flexible parish cover
(see page 2). More information will be
shared with parishes during August and
each parish will be invited to informal
Archdeaconry briefings in the evening
during September. Save the dates in your
diary. A formal consultation will be held
in the Autumn following October Synod.

On behalf of the diocese, Bishop David
thanked Canon Peter Reiss for his
commitment and achievements after
15 years, in part as diocesan
Director of Mission and Ministry.

BOLTON
4 SEPTEMBER
SALFORD
5 SEPTEMBER

The theme of the first month was doubt.
It might seem strange to begin a Year of
Discipleship with the theme of doubt. Isn’t
doubt the opposite of the faith? In our
churches we can often be suspicious of
the doubts of others and afraid to share
our own. We can treat our faith like an
on/off switch rather than a relationship:
if it doesn’t feel fully on then we must
have switched off, with no middle ground
for wondering, exploring, or admitting
that sometimes being a disciple feels
too hard. And yet doubt is often the
starting point for deepening faith!
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TAKE PART
It’s not too late to join in with
#MoreThanSunday! The material on doubt
is available on the diocesan website and
you can still sign up to receive the next
instalment, which is on the theme of
worship. You can take part on your own,
as a group or as a whole congregation.
Share your discipleship journey
with others. All the details are at
www.manchester.anglican.
org/more-than-Sunday/

A year of discipleship

A year of dis

The response to #MoreThanSunday
has been good. Here are some of the
things people are saying about it:

ROCHDALE
12 SEPTEMBE
R

MANCHESTER
26 SEPTEMBE
R

A year of dis

Our Year of Discipleship started last month with subscribers to
#MoreThanSunday receiving their first Bible verse, reflection,
podcast and suggested actions by email. #MoreThanSunday
is a programme you can join in to help deepen your faith and
be encouraged to live it out every day of the week,
not just on Sundays!

Brilliant way forward!
Excited on what is
to come with these
podcasts. Easily
accessible, I can relate
to the speakers as well.

This is fantastic. Doubt is
certainly something we
don’t talk about enough.
Let’s pray this starts a
roll and others follow.

Really impressed by the
first @DioManchester
#MoreThanSunday
monthly email
exploring #discipleship
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ORDINATION JOY
Friends and family arrived in great numbers to cheer on
our new deacons and priests who were ordained in special
services at Manchester Cathedral in June. A total of 40 new
clergy were ordained and have been welcomed to their
parishes, where they are beginning a new phase of ministry.

Please continue to pray for
all our new ordinands, that
they will be encouraged on
their journey. Pray for an
outpouring of God’s grace
for them, their families and
for the whole Church.
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A CHURCH WHERE
EVERYONE IS
VALUED
Archdeacon of Rochdale, Cherry Vann

APPOINTMENTS
The Revd Martin Cox is to become
the next Area Dean of Leigh Deanery.
The Revd Thomas Henry
Davis (Tom), currently Vicar
of St Matthew the Apostle
Douglas, has been appointed
as Incumbent of St Margaret
Hollinwood and St Chad Limeside.

The Revd Harvie Nicol, currently
Vicar of St Luke Formby, has been
appointed Incumbent of Bury
Roch Valley and Incumbent of St
John the Baptist Bircle (with the
posts to be held in plurality).

The Revd Canon Dr Rachel
Mann is to become the next Area
Dean of Withington Deanery.

The Revd Stephen Nolan,
currently Incumbent of St Paul
Norden with St James Ashworth
and St Michael Bamford, has been
appointed Team Rector of Farnworth,
Kearsley and Stoneclough.

The Revd Tracy Marshall,
currently Curate at St James with
Emmanuel Didsbury, has been
appointed Team Vicar at Atherton
and Hindsford with Howe Bridge.

The Revd Canon Peter Reiss,
Director of Mission and Ministry
for the Diocese of Manchester,
has been appointed Team Rector
of Turton Moorland Team.

The Revd Carol Masters, currently
OLM Curate at Gorton and Abbey
Hey, has been appointed 0.5 Team
Vicar at Gorton and Abbey Hey.

The Revd David Thomson is to
become the next Area Dean of
Radcliffe and Prestwich Deanery.

One strand of our diocesan vision, to
be Church for a Different World, is to
work for a world where people with
impairments, cognitive conditions
and various forms of dementia are
not seen as disabled, but differently
abled, with gifts, insights and wisdom
borne of their experience. A world
where all are valued for who they are.
However, if we think of people with
disabilities, most of us (if we are
honest) think of people who are ‘less
able’ – people who can’t do some of the
things we consider to be ‘normal’. And
many of us can find those described
as having a mental disability – autism,
learning disabilities or some form of
dementia – disturbing because of
their unpredictable and sometimes
challenging behaviour. They don’t
conform to the social norms that we rely
on in our day-to-day relationships.
It is a small step from being seen
to be less able, to being seen as of
less worth and value; even, in some
ways, less than fully human.
The Bible presents us with a different
picture: that of everyone being made
in the image of God; all children of the
same heavenly father; all of equal worth
in God’s sight. Whatever our human
abilities and disabilities, all are called,
equipped and gifted to work with God
in loving the world into wholeness and
completion. And, as Jean Vanier noted
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through his own experience, those who
we might consider disabled have the
most to teach us about what it means
to be human and a child of God.
But disability can make us feel
uncomfortable. It reminds us of our
own vulnerability and our instinct is to
want to heal people with a disability so
that they are more like us and we no
longer feel challenged by them. Bob
Shrine, a former Chaplain to the Deaf
Community and Deaf himself, has written
extensively on Disability Theology and
turns this instinct on its head. “Rather
than focus on the healing of individuals
to fit into communities”, he says,
“we need to consider the healing of
communities to include disabled people.”
The Church is no different. Indeed, it
should be leading the way; holding to
the image of the Body of Christ where all
have a part to play and those members
of the body that seem to be weaker are
indispensable. Reflecting this, the World
Council of Churches has stated that “when
people with disabilities are missing from
the Church, the whole Church is disabled.”
The diocesan Disability Task Group is
working to establish a Church where
everyone is welcome and everyone’s
gifts and insights are valued and
used: Church for a Different World.
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MORE IN COMMON?
A group from Salford returned from Dortmund inspired
by Kirchentag - an assembly of Christians from the
German Protestant Church and with a growing
international contingent.
“It was a remarkable experience,”
said Canon Daniel Burton, Area Dean
of Salford. “I learnt that the German
Church has a passionate commitment
to social justice and this was the
underlying theme of just about every
seminar and lecture at the assembly.
This is a Church that in the name of
Christ wants to make a huge difference
to Germany and the wider world.
“What impressed me most was the sheer
organisational ability of the church and the
city to host a festival that lasted five days
and engaged 200,000 people in the city
centre on the opening night and 100,000
paying participants over five days.

MOVING ON
The number of Year 6 Leavers’ services at Manchester
Cathedral increased to seven this year, so popular
have they become!
Thousands of pupils, plus school staff,
gathered to celebrate their years at
primary school and give thanks for
all those who served and cared for
them. Pupils led prayers, readings and
presentations on the Christian values of
friendship, forgiveness and hope as we
remembered that Jesus came to bring
‘Life in all its fullness’. Pupils brought
moving and powerful prayers which they
exchanged with one another and Bishop
Mark Davies inspired us to pass on faith,
hope and love wherever God may lead us.

on to the next stage of school life.
We were particularly delighted to be
joined on one occasion by visiting pupils
from our link Diocese of Lahore.

We were joined by Year 7 pupils from
Bury High, Crompton House, Bolton
St Catherine’s and Trinity, who shared
honestly, engagingly and with good
humour their experiences of moving

Karen Beal
Diocesan Children’s Work Officer

PAGE 12

It’s a privilege to be involved in these
memorable, moving and enjoyable
services, seeing the Cathedral filled
with joy and laughter. We are grateful
for the enthusiasm of all those involved
in planning and taking part in the
services and the hard work of the
Cathedral staff and volunteers.

“I was surprised by the depth of
friendship that developed over the
course of one week, with delegates
from the other partner churches in
Belarus, Serbia, Sri Lanka, Kenya,
Tanzania, Congo, Zambia and Namibia.

This was a very precious thing.

I must pay tribute to the SalfordLunen partnership which made it
possible for Keith Archer, Emily
Dervisevic and myself to attend.
There has never been a more
important time to recognise that
we are European Christians who
have a great deal in common.

Daniel plans to take a group to the next
Kirchentag in Frankfurt in May 2021. If you
are interested in joining him, please email
him at ashworthburton@hotmail.com
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We want to hear your thoughts

HOW IS
EVERYONE
EQUALLY
VALUED IN
YOUR CHURCH?

What will we do with
your comments?

SMALL ADVERTS

We will collate all the responses we
receive and consider them as we develop
our plans and priorities for the diocese.
We will not be able to provide individual
responses, but we will provide updates
in CRUX on how your feedback is
shaping Church for a different world.

WHAT’S ON
THIS MONTH AT
MANCHESTER
CATHEDRAL?

FREE FAMILY FUN
ON TUESDAYS
DURING AUGUST

10.15AM TO 12.15PM

ORGANIST AND CHOIR LEADER WANTED
for a modern, catholic Anglican, inclusive and
progressive church: St Anne’s, Sale. Good rates
of pay, a gem of an organ and a SATB robed choir.
Contact the Revd Canon Alison Cox:
0161 973 4145 / alisoncox19@hotmail.com.
WANTED: VINYL RECORD COLLECTIONS.
We pay the best prices for Rock & Pop record
collections (sorry, no Classical) in excellent
condition from smoke free homes.
Please call Mark (practicing Christian) on
0161 798 4992 or 07717 648 349
SPIC ‘N’ SPAN SPECIALIST CLEANERS
leather suite cleaners, oven and hob cleaning,
carpet and upholstery cleaning, UPVC
conservatory, gutter fascia and soffit clean,
driveway patio decking power-washed, house
clearance, rubbish removal. Call Jonathon:
07423 325192 for free quote
SPIC ‘N’ SPAN HOME MAINTENANCE
gutters, UPVC door hanging, laminate
flooring, flat pack assembly, window
fitting, roof repairs, fascia soffits, pointing,
brickwork, painting and decorating. Call
Jonathon: 07423 325192 for free quote.

What would you like to see
discussed in a future issue?

LAKE DISTRICT HOLIDAY LET
A well-appointed and equipped 2 bedroom
apartment in Bowness with parking and
garage. Offering a balcony with views of
Lake Windermere. www.swallowsrest.
org For more information call 07719
966990; email info@swallowsrest.org

Continue the conversation
Website:
manchester.anglican.org
Twitter:
@DioManchester
Facebook:
The Diocese of Manchester
Email:
differentworld@manchester.anglican.org

Thanks for your feedback so far

Send to:
Church for a Different World,
Diocese of Manchester, Church House,
90 Deansgate, Manchester M3 2GH

Come along to the Creation
Station at Manchester Cathedral
where there will be plenty of
crafts and activities for families
to enjoy.
For more information visit
www.manchestercathedral.
org/events

Follow us at @manc_diocese
Follow us at @DioManchester

To advertise in CRUX contact:
Simon Ambrose, 0161 828 1410
sambrose@manchester.anglican.org
The copy deadline is the
first of the month prior to publication.
Editorial:
All editorial items to Ann Mummery,
0161 828 1470
amummery@manchester.anglican.org
To order CRUX or amend your order:
John Golding
07768 767220
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