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Holy Cross Chu&®&th, Ha
Cut hB€nawr,cheeenhead

In the Diocese of Newcastle

Our Shared Mission Statement

Our Church is a place of love and learning,

of holiness and hospitality, of friendliness and fellowship,
of mission and outreach

anda place of generosity and goodness.

Welcome to our parish profile

The document you are about to read was put together shortly after the departure of our
last incumbent in July 2018. It has baexentlyedited and updated.

The past three years haweought many changes. The global pandemic has affected the
whole of life. The financial situation of the Church of England and the Diocese of
Newcastle demands new ways of being church.

What has not changed is the faithful witness to Christ of our coradi@gs through
worship, prayer, and community service; their generosity in offering their gifts in
practical ways; and their hope for a pastor who will bring fresh energy and vision to these
distinctive communities.

' 4 OKdzNDOK O2YYdzy A Gwittsthe ciiaBges thaive Endw/must 2amalR €
in these next few years.

We look forward to working much more closely with each other, and the neighbouring
parishes of Beltingham and Henshaw, in the expectation that together we will become
a single benefice with the next two or three years.



We recognise that, particularly in Haltwhistle, our witness will be strengthened by
partnership with Christians of other traditions, most notably the Methodist church.

We understand the necessity of developing the rangawiministry, not merely to
Gadzlll2 NI GKS QAOIFNE o0dzi 2 SELINKaa GKS

All'in all, we think our next parish priest can look forward to a ministry that will be both
challenging and exciting. The West Tyne Valley is be§utifalso has a character,
shaped by its history, that needs to be understood. The potential is Qugene and
help set it free!

You will have our support. And if you decide to go no further, please pray for us before
you close this document. Thank you

The Churchwardens



Hal t whi st e
A Brief History of Haltwhistle

Huatweutl (Old English for the high place between the two watetBe Tippalt and
Haltwhistle Burn) is situated in the Tyne Gaghe link between east and west sides of

the North Pennies which had been created when the glaciers on the High Pennines
formed the South Tyne and flowed north until it hit the hard rock of the Whin Sill and
turned east to flow into the sea. It is also where the{®eman Maidenway (the road

that brought lead out of the North Pennines) meets the Ulster to Tyneside Stanegate
0KS AGAYSNIYyYyd LINBEIFIOKSNAEQ NEZI RThe ivadOvids Nzy
probably used by St Patrick, St Cuthbert and St Paulinus who would camp and preach at
gaherings at Bewcastle and Simonburn and maybe Haltwhitlgle there is evidence

of Christian gatherings on this route during the Roman occupation and after, there is
also evidence of pr€hristian burials in the 7th Century in the valley just north of
Haltwhistle at Wydon Eals.



Between the dark ages and Medieval times cross border relations were reasonable and
farming quite prosperous. Haltwhistle grew into an important centre where the
surrounding population could exchange goods and small businessel®ded including
woollen products. King John considered it important enough to grant a charter to hold
a market and shortly after this the monks of Arbroath built the church.This peaceful
period was destroyed by Edward (the Hammer of the Scots). He speat & months

with his retinue at Lanercost in 1312 (on his way he stopped at Braidley Farm) taking
much of the produce of the farms in the Tyne Gap to feed his army).

The Border Country was overtaken by plagues, Border Reivers and religious cgonflicts
Bishop Ridley from Willimoteswick was burnt at the stake by Bloody Mary for his
t NeGSadlryd o0StASTa yR Ay GKS wmpynQa |
I NYaidNRy3IQa Ay | FSdzR 6A0GK (GKS wARf SeQa
mostfamou®® SAy 3 G¢KS CNIe& 2F | FfGgKAAGES mMpo

The Jacobean period brought some peace and many of the farms and Bastles up the
valley were improved.

In the 17th and 18th Centuries Haltwhistle isolated itself from the Cromwellian Civil War
YR WWpp !l WRebellinrds.

A lot of new farms were developed out of the Enclosure Acts during the prosperous years
of the Napoleonic Wars, and it is noticeable that several farms were named after
Napoleonic War Battles.

I Ff 006 KAFBAGYE SIQSNA 2R 2F 3INRGUOK OFYS AGK GfF
innovation enabled coal mined in and around Haltwhistle and lead from the North
Pennine to be sold to a wider industrially developing woflde towns central position

Ay (KS rownhiilgadeiwod further enabled a number of farming and textile
suppliers to thrive. Haltwhistle was a bustling centre of enterprise and innovation. Until
disaster struck.



¢KS DNBFG 5SLINBaairzy 2F (KS whpuaeQd Of
unemployment rocketed to over 50% throwing many, many families into despair.

| 26 SOSNE &4dzOK Aada (GKS yI{idz2NBE 2F (GKS LIS2 L
lead mines had encouraged a subsidiary industry to grow up. Paint and varnish
manufacture hada strong foothold in the area. In the 1930s, as tensions in Europe
increased the British Governments need for grey paint for the new ships the Navy were
turning out in great numbers played a significant roll in saving and reinvigorating the
towns folk. FNI KSNE | I f G gKAAGE SQa NBY2GSySaa S
find a home here. In particular, Kilfrost the strategic antifreeze manufacturing industry,
was brought here from London to avoid the bombing. Kilfrost remained and today is a
major emploer in the town exporting antifreeze around the world.

Ly GKS GAYS aAyOS (GKS 461Nl a2YS PFarying t G & |
| F RNA I yQa 2 Had Hedd JorbrRideV ys, tholgh,thas created opportunities

for industries which needinpolluted air. Consequently, new factories have opened,
small enterprises have started up and the high street, whilst not what it was in former
days, has survived, unlike those of other small towns.

Until 1960 the main provider of housing in the area waes local council with little
private housing being built. After 1960 there was an increase in the provision of private
housing by local builders. And so, there is a good mix of affordable housing, homes for
working families, and those who have come te #nd of their working lives. In recent
years with the upgrading of the A69 Haltwhistle has found favour as base for those
wanting to commute for work to Carlisle, Hexham, and Newcastle.

LYF2NNXIGAZ2Y AY GKS [ 2dzyide [ 2 dzyi@adlieen& O3S €
increase in the population of Haltwhistle in recent years and so the town has the lowest
YdzYO SN 2F dzy RSNJ mpa Ay (GKS O2dzyie of



ERTRVAISTI

CENIIRE @F BRITAIN
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Wall particularly, butilso acting as a hub for visiting the beautiful North Pennines. It is
after all The Centre of Britain!

Holy Cross Church Buildings

There is sound documentary evidence to show that Christian worship has taken place in
Haltwhistlefor the past 800 years but as you will see from reading our Christian journey
there are indications that it goes back much further.

When the church was built it would have been a bare shell with rushes on the floor, and
possibly benches along the walts the infirm or elderly. It is a fine example of early
13th century architecture. Indeed Holy Cross is such a fine, beautiful and interesting
building that it has Grade 1 listing. Its importance lies in it being of one style built in one
period.

Some interesting features of Holy Cross:

1 The nave and aisles make the main body of the church into a square and the
chancel is disproportionately long in comparison with the nave.

1 In Jacobean times box pews were installed for the local gentry. In 1870
HaltwhistleQ&d LINRP ALISNAGe Syl of SR (KS gK2f S
Johnson an architect from Newcastle was appointed to carry out a major
restoration. The oak pews were replaced by pitch pine; the stone parapet to the

9



nave was removed and the west wall relb@ind the roof replaced. By this time
the rich and influential were much in favour of stained glass as a fitting memorial
and hence stained glass windows by the William Morris Company were included
in the restoration. These were based on designs by Bdomes, Madox Brown,
Philip Webb and Charles Kempe.

1 Where the vestry is now was once the main entrance to the church rather than
the present south door. Visitors are also much intrigued by the font which dates
from the 17th century. The carving on it looysite primitive and not very well
executed.

1 The water stoup located by the vestry door is the oldest object in the church.
There are various theories as to its origin and it remains a mystery. We now keep
holy water in it!

1 There are also many interestingemorials and gravestones dotted around inside
the church.

In 2010 the west end of the church was reordered to provide toilet facilities and a

kitchen. It proved to be a challenging project as many wanted the church to remain as it

was. However the changevere managed well and the work completed. The facilities

and the opportunities they now provide have confirmed tkfais was a positive change

YR A4 gARSt& FOOSLIWSR a &adzOK® LG Aa dza
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for the community andt is also used for light refreshments following services. It is now
available for hire for meetings or small gatherings. Hadrian Singers our local choir meet
in the church every week and they also hold their Annual Meeting there.

The churchyard

Surrounding the church is a wellept = e
churchyard with many ancient stones. Tt /
local history society has mapped th

churchyard and an indexed file is kept

church. The wooden/stone shed by th
main gate is where the hearse was ke;\t?. oy
many years ago. The dal Council; & s
maintains the grounds of the church.

11



The Vicarage

CdZNIKSNJ gSaid f2y3 9RSy!
It is a semi detached, 3 storey house, set in its

own grounds with a garage and space to park

at least 2 cars.

On the groundfloor there is a south facing
lounge overlooking the garden, a separate
dining room and a kitcherAll the rooms have

@ high ceilings. The study has its owntrance

g and can be guite separate from the main rooms
&% pbut isstill accessible.

i Below stairs areellars. The two upper floors

' house 4 bedrooms, 2 toilets and one bathroom
and shower. There is also a toilet attached to
the study. The house is in good decorative
order. Vehicular access is from a side road off the main street and there are open views
aaoss the countryside from the south facing windows and the garden.

The photograph of the Vicarage shows the south facing side of the house

12



Holy Cross Church Community

We have approximately 80 members on o
electoral roll. The average attendance at worsh
on Sundays is 30 and higher on feast d#ys.have
an average of 2¢ommunicants on Sunday¥/e

are predominately over 60 and retired. Moj
members of the congregation live in the town

Haltwhistle, with a few coming from thg
surrounding rural areaWe have a mix of socig
groups.

Our church tradition is moderrcatholic using
Common Worship andther forms of authorised
liturgy. 2 S 20a4SNIWS GKS /K
Festivals and Feast Daygorship is predominantly
EucharisticWe have a full set of liturgy vestment
We have several people who assist in worstif
readers, intercessors, administrators of the Chali
Offertory, Procession and Serveidle also have
people willing to lead worship on an occasior
basis and one person is licenced to adminig
communion by extension and Home Communic
We have been etouraging other people to think
about joining this groupWe are keen that our
Wardens and Sidespersons welcome visitors :
friends to our church and help them to feel :
home.

We have an organist who is well capable of playj
most things.

Saints Days and Holy
Days

All Souls. All Saints.
Ash Wednesday (with the impositio
of
Ashes)

Daily services Holy
Week may include Stations of the
Cross, Compline and Holy
Communion.

Maundy Thursday. With washing o

feet, stripping of Altar, and Watch o]

the Passion.

Good Friday Procession of Witnes
through the town.
CAYLFf K2dzNJ I {
Greenhead

We also have
Occasional ecumenical services
AndThe Haltwhistle Burn

13
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Currently wehave someone who produces the pew sheet Crosstalk, the monthly
magazine Outlook, the Service lists and carries out general clerical duties such as
photocopying.

BAPTISMS: average 7 per yeatr,

WEDDINGS: average 2 per year.

FUNERALS: average 17 per year.

MONTHLY HOME COMMUNICANTS: presently 4

Our Church Activities

As a congregation we are active with Messy Chuye@hchurches together initiative
which takes place once a month in the Methodist Hall and once a year in Holy Cross.

We have regulastudy groups during Advent and Lent which are PriestWéelalso join

with our Roman Catholic and Methodist friends for bible reading etc. Quiet days and
retreats have been an important part of our spiritual life. For a variety of reasons there
has not ben the opportunity for these, but there is still a thirst for these kinds of
activities which would be welcomed by several members of the congregation.

In relation to Education and Youth work the priest visits schools in the area and the
schools have beemvited to use the church for worship and as a teaching cefithe.
uniform organisations have traditionally had pattern of attending servicesThis,
however, has declined in recent years, but we are still delighted to welcome them to
church on Remembrece Sunday.

We support Christian Aid, ACS, British Legion, the V|
b2NI KdzYo SNI FyR C22R . | y] S2 L
Newcastle. It is a sadness that the Food Bank is needed if
community.

We have an informal pastoral care team where memberg
our congregation visit the sick in their homes and one of
visits Haltwhistle Memorial Hospital each week.

14
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The members work hard to help church finances and organise soup lunches

PATTERNS OF WORSHIP
SUNDAY:

8 am. Holy Communion except last Sundaynonth is BCP.
9.30 am. Sung Eucharist, Common Worship

WEEKDAYS:
Thursday 10 am. Holy Communion.

During the time of the Covid Pandemic
In line with Government regulations and in keeping with the other churche
HexhamDeanery we suspended face to face worship during the times of lockd
During those times we have joined with the Zoom worship offered by the Area
at St. John Lee parish. This has been a helpful way of keeping our congre
together. There is &ope that online worship will continue. Either locally offered
as part of a Deanery service.

Community Involvement

We have representatives on the Haltwhistle Partnership, and ®karmof Trade. One
member of our congregation works in our local primary school.

Our previous priest and two members of our congregation were trustees of Haltwhistle
Partnership. We also have two parish council members.

Relationships with Neighbouring Pates

Two members represent us on the Deanery Synod.

Our previous priest attended Chapter meetings.

2SS KIS 200lFaArz2ylt 22Ay0 62NBRKALI gAGK
meetings each year.

15



Ecumenical Relationships

We are committed to Churches Toget in Haltwhistle.
Committee meetings are quarterly.

We value greatly the contribution Haltwhistle Methodist Church makes to the life of our
town. We seek to work with them as much as we can when opportunity arises.

16



The Civil Parish of Haltwhistle

The town of Haltwhistle has a population |
approximately 4000 and includes around 9
under eighteens. This population i
predominantly white British with a small numbq
of other ethnic groups. Itis a small market tow
between the major centresf Carlisle (25 mileg
west) and Newcastle (36 miles eas
Communication and commuting are excellent
we have an hourly bus service east and west 4
a similar train servicelVe are situated just off
the AG9.

Local industries now consist of haulag
contractors, a plastics factory, Kilfrost ar
tourism together a variety of smaller shop
There are several small businesses on Ig
industrial estates. Half day closing/ednesday
and Saturday still applies herEhere is a strong
farming community in the - rounding rural

I NBlFa 2F GKS G266y d |
/| SYiNB 27 NAGFAYE |
DFGSgle G2 | FRNAIYQA

popular Walking FestivalThere are 2 hotels
several guest houses

and a Tourist Information Ceret We are within
SFaé NBFOK 2F | I RNJ
magnificent walking country at the west end {

the very beautiful Tyne Valley.

1
1

MONTHLY:

l

)l
)l
1

THROUGHOUT THE YEAR:

f
f
1

Community Activities in Haltwhistle

1
1
1

Community Open to Everyone
WEEKLY:

Church Activities Within the

Monday morning prayer group.
Wednesday soup lunches.

Messy church
Coffee mornings
100 club draw.
Distribution of Magazine Outloo}
supported by local businesses.

Summer and Christmas Fayres.
Concerts
Afternoon Tea.

Monthly over 60s luncheon club.
Weekly community drop in.

Youth club strongly supported by th
Town Council and the Haltwhistl
Partnership.

Weekly Saturday morningcoffee
mornings (one per month is Hol
Cross). These are very wg
supported by the Community an
rare to raise less than £500.

Cubs and Brownies based at the log
school.
Monthly memory café for those with
Dementia or memory problems §
their family and fiends.

26y
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The newly built hospital retains the name of the original War Memorial Hospital which

gl a LI NI 27
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Education is provided by the Haltwhistle Wi
(We inspire succesand excellence) Primar
Academy which caters for children from 3 to 1
Secondary schools are Haydon Bridge H
Queen Elizabeth High School, Hexham or Will
Howard School in Brampton. Our schools ar
highly valued part of our community enablir
our children to have the best start in life.

= =

=A =4 -4 4 -4 -9 -

Facilities in Haltwhistle
Variety of small shops and two
supermarkets.

Bank and Building Society
Library

Leisure Centre with outdoor
swimming pool.

Pubs, hotels, and guest houses.
Cafes

Garage

Medical Centre

Newly built community hospital.
Nursery and primary school.
Hourly bus service to Carlisle and
Newcastle.

Train station with regular services
to Carlisle and Newcastle

The Market Place

18




ThePeople of Haltwhistle

We asked the Haltwhistle community how they would describe themselves to someone
new to the area and thisiswhattheysaid | | t 1 6 KA&AGf S Aa 2yS 02
friendly, caringand close community but not an especially churchgoing one. However,

it is very supportive of the church and works hard for good catgesHoly Cross church
congregation in conjunction with our good friends from Haltwhistle Methodist Church
work hard b maintain a meaningful Christian presence in the town. Haltwhistle is very
St O2YAY3 odzi AG OFly o6S OldziA2dza 2F ySg
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Our Involvement with Hexham Deanery

The Parishes By The Wall Mission and MiniBytnership
Haltwhistle is the geographical centre of Britain.

It is also at the centre of a very exciting development in the life of the Parishes By The
Wall. For some four years now the benefices of Haltwhistle and Greenhead, Haydon
Bridge with Beltingam and Henshaw, and St. John Lee with Warden and Newbrough
i.e.TheParishes @ ¢ KS 2} ff 61 RNAFYyQa 2F O2dzNASH
developing ways of working together. This is much more than swapping pulpits every so
often. This is a raoand stock growth in Licensed ministry, lay ministry and ecumenical
partnership. It is about asking how can we be church better together? How can we
NEfSIHaAaS (GKS LI2gSNI 2F D2RQa f2@S Ayaz2 2dz
Holy Spirit to live ahrist here today? It is about transforming our churches and
O2YYdzyAGASE FT2NJ GKS o0SYySTAG 2F |ttt 2F D2

This innovative project is endorsed by the Diocese and is part of the Diocesan
Transformation Strategy.

So what has happened so far?

For the last four years, we have been doing the groundwork. Firstly, by simply
recognising the potential that these partnerships carease and by agreeing that this

is, inspired by the Holy Spirit, the way God wants us to go forward. That in itself was a
major step forward for a group of parishes that have in times past been quite insular.
Out of that positive decision has grown a genuine appreciation of those who worship in
parishes other than ourwen. This has been strengthened of late by The Parish@h8y
Wall sharing in Zoom worship together Sunday by Sunday during the lockdown.

Further, we have sat down with the Churchwardens and other leaders of the parishes
and worked out with them where our collective strengths lie and how we can build on
those. For instance,working with children and young people has been a particular

20



strength for Haydon Bridge parish. This strength has been extended across traditional
parish boundaries by involving neighbouring parishes in thegpamme of activities
created forour children and young people. There has been an active increase in hosting,

f SFRAY3 YR adzZlJl2NIAY3I OKAf RNBYyQa g2NJ o
Reader at St. John Lee is an Anna Chaplain and has been part of a group developing ways
of caring pastorally across our parish boundaries. We have also recognised that leading
worship is an area we can work on together, apagsh administration. Out of these
discussions has come a programme of lay leadership development workisideating

to members of our congregations completing Authorised Lay Ministry training and
eventually ALM accreditation.

This work is by no means complete. There is still much more to do. There are areas of
our common life on which we need to seek guidance from #oly Spirit. Particularly
importantly we feel is our growth together spiritually and prayerfully.

How do the parishes of Haltwhistle and GreenheBdltingham and Henshafi into
this?

In recognition of the changes that the ParishesTBg Wall project are engendering a
recent meeting of Churchwardens came to the conclusion that for it to be most effective
it needed to have two focParishes By The Wall West cemstom Haltwhistle, including
Greenhead and the parishes of Beltingham &tehshaw which have until now been

part of the Haydon Bridge BeneficBere will be one fulltime stipendiary clergy person
living in Haltwhistle and supported by other licensed ministers both lay and ordained.
Parishes By The Wall East ceaten HaydonBridge and inclugs Warden and
Newbrough and St. John Lee. Hagainthere will be one fulltime stipendiary clergy
person supported by other licensed ministers both lay and ordainEade role of the
incumbents of PBTW East and Wedlt be to further deelop this initiative by growing

and strengthening the laity in their parishes to take on areas of ministry that will enable
them and their communities to flourish. Discerning who #ey leadersare in each
church will be significant. As will be recruitipgople to work as part of a pastoral care
team, and other areas of ministry. These are not the only possibilities or priorities. The
main focus of this project is enabling the people of God to be the people of God in these

21



parishes irrespective of wher&tSeé f A @S | yYR G KAOK OKdzZNOK
church.

Are we all up for this?
All of our thinking and acting has arisen out of shared lay/clergy conversations. This is
an organic process that has grown out of shared activities which have eradiesper

dzy RSNERGFYRAY3 2F AGUKSANE LISNRARALSOGAOSD 2
together for all our benefit. So in short: we are. Are you?

22



Where Are We Now?

Before identifying our future needs and plame decided we needed to establish wke
we are at the present time.

Our PCC carried out a SWOT analysis and we believe this gives a picture of where we are
now and also identifies our future opportunities and challenges.

STRENGTHS WEAKNESES
w  Good, committed andf ®w Too few doing too muchg
supportive team in place. difficult to source more
w  Goodrelationship between local volunteers.
priests from all denominations.| w  Small number of attendees
w  Our commitment to Holy Cros§ w  Apparent lack of commitment to
Church weekly/daily worship
w  Our desire to be ecumenical w  Few children
@  Our historic building describe¢ w  Communication
6e tSPaysSNJ kI community meeting space
exceptionally complete a_nd hardly used
well-preserved early Englisk
parish church.
OPPORTUNITIES
w New Priest, new ideas

w A youngcommunity gradually
being introduced to the church.

€

More community involvement

€

Good community meeting spac
at the back of church.

W New Website

23



Next Steps

Our shared Mission Statement (Present)

That our church is a place of love and learning, of holiness and
hospitality, of friendliness and fellowshipf mission and outreach and a
place of generosity and goodness.

Our Shared Core Values (These Underpin Our Vision)

WORSHIP
Worshipping God is central to all our gatherings
We believe Prayer should be at the heart of our life as a church.

COMMUNITY

We believe in and value community.

We are committed to transforming Holy Crosdo a hub of positive
activity for the whole community.

GROWTH

We are committed to growth both in numbers and in personal
discipleship. As we grow, we will strive to accept and embrace the
changes such growth may bring.

Our shared vision for the future is to be:
A church for people of all ages, an open church which
43‘{“&#?* welcomes everyone. A growing church both in numbers and
"‘/‘  in personal discipleship. A church which lies at the heart of

our community.
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Our New Vicar

We asked the community 4 questions aelow is a summary of what the Parish told

us is important to them

WHAT ESSENTIAL () Someone who has traditional worship as their
QUALITIES WOULD base.
YOU LIKE OUR '\,I)EW w A people persomg someone who can relate to
VICAR TO HAVE people of all ages; play alfand visible part in
the whole town and be open and welcoming to
everyone.
Someone who is looking for a calling not a cares
WHAT DESIRABLE An interest in the Haltwhistle wider community.
QUALITIES WOULD Keenness to worwith / encourage churches
YOU LIKE OUR NEW,
together.
VICAR TO HAVE? _ -
w  Someone who will encourage young families.
w A good speaker.
() Enthusiasm OOMPH!
w  Willing to get involved in everything that is going
on and encourage greater participation
WHAT WOULD YOU w  Current community activities.
NOT WANT TO @  The Church building.
CHANGE AT HOLY _ _ _
CROSS? W Sunday morning Eucharist service.
w  Our Catholic tradition.

WHAT WOULD YOU
LIKE TO CHANGE T(
MAKE HOLY CROSS
EVEN BETTER?
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Haltwhistle Parish Accounts
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