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THE FIRST HYMN
1
As with gladness men of old
did the guiding star behold,
as with joy they hailed its light,
leading onward, beaming bright;
so, most gracious God, may we
evermore be led to thee.
2
As with joyful steps they sped,
Savior, to thy lowly bed,
there to bend the knee before
thee whom heav’n and earth adore;
so may we with willing feet
ever seek thy mercy seat.

3
As they offered gifts most rare
at thy cradle rude and bare,
so may we with holy joy,
pure and free from sin’s alloy,
all our costliest treasures bring,
Christ, to thee, our heav’nly king.
4
Holy Jesus, ev’ry day
keep us in the narrow way,
and, when earthly things are past,
bring our ransomed souls at last
where they need no star to guide,
where no clouds thy glory hide.
W Chatterton Dix

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ be with you. And also with you.
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PRAYER OF PREPARATION
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love
you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Our Lord Jesus Christ said:
The First Commandment is this:
“Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord.
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,
with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.”
The second is this: “Love your neighbour as yourself.”
There is no other commandment greater than these.
On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.
Amen. Lord, have mercy.
The Priest introduces the Confession:
The grace of God has dawned upon the world through our Saviour Jesus
Christ, who sacrificed himself for us to purify a people as his own.
Let us confess our sins:
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned against you and
against our neighbour in thought and word and deed, through
negligence, through weakness, through our own deliberate fault. We are
truly sorry and repent of all our sins. For the sake of your Son Jesus
Christ, who died for us, forgive us all that is past and grant that we may
serve you in newness of life to the glory of your name. Amen.
THE ABSOLUTION
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in
all goodness, and keep you in life eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
2

THE GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ,
only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand
of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
THE COLLECT
Eternal Father, who at the baptism of Jesus revealed him to be your Son,
anointing him with the Holy Spirit: grant to us, who are born again by
water and the Spirit, that we may be faithful to our calling as your adopted
children; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen
FIRST READING: Isaiah 43.1-7
But now thus says the LORD, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed
you, O Israel: Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by
name, you are mine.
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When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the
rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall
not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you. For I am
the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Saviour. I give Egypt as
your ransom, Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you. Because you are
precious in my sight, and honoured, and I love you, I give people in return
for you, nations in exchange for your life. Do not fear, for I am with you;
I will bring your offspring from the east, and from the west I will
gather you; I will say to the north, ‘Give them up’, and to the south,
‘Do not withhold; bring my sons from far away and my daughters from
the end of the earth—everyone who is called by my name, whom I created
for my glory, whom I formed and made.’
This is the word of the Lord Thanks be to God
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 29
The Lord will bless his people with peace
The Lord will bless his people with peace
Ascribe to the Lord you powers of heaven,
Ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.
Ascribe to the Lord the honour due unto his name;
Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. Response
The voice of the Lord is upon the waters
The God of glory thunders,
The Lord is upon the might waters
the voice of the Lord is might in operation;
The voice of the Lord is a glorious voice. Response
The Lord sits enthroned above the water-flood;
The Lord sits enthroned as king for evermore
The Lord shall give strength to his people;
The Lord shall give his people the blessing of peace. Response

4

SECOND READING: Acts 8.14-17
Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted
the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them. The two went
down and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit
(for as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of them; they had only
been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). Then Peter and John
laid their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.

This is the word of the Lord Thanks be to God
GRADUAL HYMN
Water of Life, cleanse and refresh us:
Raise us to life in Christ Jesus.
All you who thirst come to the waters
And you will never be thirsty again
Water of Life,
As rain from heav'n, so is God's word,
Waters the earth and brings forth life.
Water of Life,
Dying with Christ, we shall rise with Him
Death shall have no more pow'r over us.
Water of Life,
Turn to the Lord, cast off your wickedness
You will find peace in his fatherly love.
Water of Life,
Stephen Dean

GOSPEL: Luke 3.15-17, 21-22
Alleluia, Alleluia
Christ was revealed in flesh, proclaimed among the nations
and believed in throughout the world. Alleluia
The Lord be with you
and also with you
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke
Glory to you, O Lord
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As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning
in their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the
Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, ‘I baptize you with
water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not
worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the
Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fork is in his hand, to clear his
threshing-floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the
chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.’
Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had
been baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, and the
Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove.
And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the beloved;
with you I am well pleased.’

This is the Gospel of the Lord Praise to you, O Christ.
THE SERMON
THE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God, from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
THE INTERCESSIONS
One of these responses may be used:
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

or Lord, hear us
Lord, graciously hear us.

We pray for
Charys, Cherry, Clive, Denise Marshall, Harriet, Jerry, Joan, Katie,
Mark, Maria, Mirela, Orlando, Pam, Paul McKenzie, Pete Starling,
Sam, Sarah Banford
The prayers end with these words:
Merciful Father
accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour, Jesus Christ, Amen.
THE PEACE
Our Saviour Christ is the Prince of Peace.
Of the increase of his government and of peace there shall be no end.
The peace of the Lord be always with you,
And also with you.
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OFFERTORY HYMN
1
When Jesus came to Jordan
to be baptized by John,
he did not come for pardon.
but as his Father’s Son.
He came to share repentance
with all who mourn their sins,
to speak the vital sentence
with which good news begins.

2
He came to share temptation,
our utmost woe and loss,
for us and our salvation
to die upon the cross.
So when the Dove descended
on him, the Son of Man,
the hidden years had ended,
the age of grace began.

Come, Holy Spirit, aid us
to keep the vows we make,
this very day invade us,
and every bondage break.
Come, give our lives direction,
the gift we covet most:
to share the resurrection
that leads to Pentecost.
F Pratt Green

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
The Lord be with you
And also with you
Lift up your hearts
We lift them to the Lord,
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, it is our duty and our joy,
at all times and in all places to give you thanks and praise,
holy Father, heavenly King, almighty and eternal God,
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.
8

And now we give you thanks, because, in the incarnation of the Word,
a new light has dawned upon the world, that all the nations may be brought
out of darkness to see the radiance of your glory.
Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven,
we proclaim your great and glorious name, for ever praising you and saying:
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Accept our praises, heavenly Father, through your Son our Saviour
Jesus Christ, and as we follow his example and obey his command,
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit these gifts of bread and wine
may be to us his body and his blood; who in the same night that he was
betrayed, took bread and gave you thanks; he broke it and gave it to his
disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance
of me.
In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks;
he gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
Therefore, heavenly Father, we remember his offering of himself
made once for all upon the cross; we proclaim his mighty resurrection
and glorious ascension; we look for the coming of your kingdom,
and with this bread and this cup we make the memorial of
Christ your Son our Lord.
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Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died
Christ is risen
Christ will come again.
Accept through him, our great high priest, this our sacrifice of thanks and
praise, and as we eat and drink these holy gifts in the presence of your
divine majesty, renew us by your Spirit, inspire us with your love
and unite us in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Through him, and with him and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven we worship you,
Father almighty, in songs of everlasting praise.
Blessing and honour and glory and power
be yours for ever and ever. Amen.
Please kneel
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.
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Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world grant us peace.
THE GIVING OF COMMUNION
Jesus is the Lamb of God
who takes away the sin of the world
Blessed are those who are called to his supper.
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,
but only say the word, and I shall be healed.
THE POST COMMUNION PRAYERS
Lord of all time and eternity, you opened the heavens and revealed
yourself as Father in the baptism of Jesus your beloved Son: by the power
of your Spirit complete the heavenly work of our rebirth through the
waters of the new creation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us with the body and blood of
your Son Jesus Christ. Through him we offer you our souls and bodies to
be a living sacrifice. Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live and
work to your praise and glory. Amen
NOTICES
FINAL HYMN
Brightest and best of the sons of the morning,
Dawn on our darkness and lend us thine aid;
Star of the East, the horizon adorning,
Guide where our infant Redeemer is laid.
Cold on his cradle the dew-drops are shining,
Low lies his head with the beasts of the stall;
Angels adore him in slumber reclining,
Maker and Monarch and Saviour of all.
11

Say, shall we yield him, in costly devotion,
Odours of Edom and offerings divine?
Gems of the mountain and pearls of the ocean,
Myrrh from the forest or gold from the mine?
Vainly we offer each ample oblation,
Vainly with gifts would his favour secure;
Richer by far is the heart's adoration,
Dearer to God are the prayers of the poor.
Brightest and best of the sons of the morning,
Dawn on our darkness and lend us thine aid;
Star of the East, the horizon adorning,
Guide where our infant Redeemer is laid.
Reginald Heber

THE BLESSING
Christ, the Son of God perfect in you the image of his glory and gladden
your hearts with the good news of his kingdom,
And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always. Amen
THE DISMISSAL
The Lord be with you
and also with you.
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord
In the name of Christ. Amen.
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