St Peter’s Church
Belsize Park
Priest-in-charge: Revd Paul Nicholson

Sunday 28th November
THE FIRST HYMN
Hark, the glad sound! The Saviour comes,
the Saviour promised long;
let every heart prepare a throne,
and every voice a song.
He comes, the prisoners to release,
in Satan’s bondage held;
the gates of brass before him burst,
the iron fetters yield.
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He comes the broken heart to bind,
the bleeding soul to cure,
and with the treasures of his grace
to enrich the humble poor.
Our glad hosannas, Prince of peace,
thy welcome shall proclaim,
and Heaven’s eternal arches ring
with thy belovèd Name.
Philip Doddridge

In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ
be with you
and also with you.
The Lighting of the Advent Candle
As the Candle is lit the priest says the following prayer:
Blessed are you, sovereign Lord, God of our ancestors;
to you be praise and glory for ever.
You called the patriarchs to live by the light of faith and to journey in the
hope of your promised fulfilment. May we be obedient to your call and be
ready and watchful to receive your Christ,
a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for you are our light and our
salvation
Blessed be God for ever
PRAYER OF PREPARATION
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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A voice cries out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord.’
So let us listen, and turn to the Lord in penitence and faith.
Most merciful God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we confess that we
have sinned in thought, word and deed. We have not loved you with our
whole heart. We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. In your
mercy forgive what we have been, help us to amend what we are, and
direct what we shall be; that we may do justly, love mercy, and walk
humbly with you, our God. Amen.
THE ABSOLUTION
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in
all goodness, And keep you in life eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
KYRIE ELEISON
Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy
Christ have mercy, Christ have mercy
Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy
COLLECT OF THE DAY
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness and to put
on the armour of light, now in the time of this mortal life, in which your
Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility;
that on the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to
judge the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through
him who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen
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FIRST READING Jeremiah 33.14-16
The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfil the promise
I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at
that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he
shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In those days Judah
will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by
which it will be called: “The LORD is our righteousness.”
This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 25
To you O Lord, I lift up my soul
To you O Lord, I lift up my soul
Show me your ways, O Lord,
And teach me your paths.
Lead me forth in your truth,
For you are God my Saviour. Response
Good and righteous is the Lord,
He brings back those who stray,
He guides the meek in his ways,
And shows his paths to the lowly. Response
All his ways are mercy and truth,
For those who are faithful to his word.
To those who love him, he reveals his mind,
And shows them all his will. Response
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SECOND READING 1 Thessalonians 3.9-13
How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel
before our God because of you? Night and day we pray most earnestly
that we may see you face to face and restore whatever is lacking in your
faith. Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our
way to you. And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for
one another and for all, just as we abound in love for you. And may he so
strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our
God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.
This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God
GRADUAL HYMN
1
Come, thou long-expected Jesus,
Born to set thy people free,
From our fears and sins release us,
let us find our rest in thee.
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Born thy people to deliver,
Born a child and yet a king,
Born to reign in us for ever,
Now thy gracious kingdom bring.
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Israel’s strength and consolation,
Hope of all the earth thou art,
Dear desire of every nation,
Joy of every longing heart.
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By thine own eternal Spirit,
Rule in all our hearts alone;
By thine all-sufficient merit
Raise us to thy glorious throne.
Charles Wesley

GOSPEL: Luke 21.25-36
The Lord be with you
and also with you
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke
Glory to you, O Lord.
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Jesus said to his disciples:
‘There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth
distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves.
People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the
world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see the
Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. Now when
these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because
your redemption is drawing near.’ Then he told them a parable: ‘Look at
the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for
yourselves and know that summer is already near. So also, when you see
these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near.
Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have
taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass
away. Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with
dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day catch
you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face
of the whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the
strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before
the Son of Man.’
This is the Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ.
THE SERMON
THE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God, from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and was made man.
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For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
THE INTERCESSIONS
One of these responses may be used:
Lord, in your mercy Hear our prayer
or Lord, hear us Lord, graciously hear us.
We pray for
Charys, Cherry, Clive, Denise Marshall, Harriet, Jerry, Joan, Katie, Mark,
Maria, Mirela, Orlando, Pam, Paul McKenzie, Pete Starling, Sam, Sarah
Banford
The prayers end with these words:
Merciful Father
accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ,
Amen.
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THE PEACE
In the tender mercy of our God,
the dayspring from on high shall break upon us,
to give light to those who dwell in darkness
and in the shadow of death
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.
The peace of the Lord be always with you
And also with you
OFFERTORY HYMN
1
Ye servants of the Lord,
Each in his office wait,
Observant of his heavenly word,
And watchful at his gate.
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Watch: 'tis your Lord's command;
And while we speak he's near;
Mark the first signal of his hand,
And ready all appear.

2
Let all your lamps be bright,
And trim the golden flame;
Gird up your loins, as in his sight,
For aweful is his name.
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O happy servant he,
In such a posture found!
He shall his Lord with rapture see,
And be with honour crowned.

5
Christ shall the banquet spread
With his own royal hand,
And raise that favoured servant's head
Amid the angelic band.
Philip Doddridge

8

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
The Lord be with you
And also with you
Lift up your hearts
We lift them to the Lord,
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.:
It is indeed right and good to give you thanks and praise, almighty God and
everlasting Father, through Jesus Christ your Son. For when he humbled
himself to come among us in human flesh, he fulfilled the plan you formed
before the foundation of the world to open for us the way of salvation.
Confident that your promise will be fulfilled, we now watch for the day
when Christ our Lord will come again in glory. And so we join our voices
with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven to
proclaim your glory, for ever praising you and saying:
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he that comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
We praise and bless you, loving Father, through Jesus Christ, our Lord: and
as we obey his command, send your Holy Spirit, that broken bread and
wine outpoured may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends and, taking
bread, he praised you. He broke the bread, gave it to them and said:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance
of me.
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When supper was ended he took the cup of wine.
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said:
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed
for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you
drink it, in remembrance of me.
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, in him we plead with
confidence his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross. Bringing before
you the bread of life and cup of salvation, we proclaim his death and
resurrection until he comes in glory.
Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died:
Christ is risen:
Christ will come again:
Lord of all life, help us to work together for that day when your kingdom
comes and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. Look with favour
on your people, gather us in your loving arms and bring us with (N and) all
the saints to feast at your table in heaven.
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, for ever and ever.
Amen
Please kneel
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom
come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and
ever. Amen.
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THE BREAKING OF BREAD
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share in one
bread.
AGNUS DEI
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace.
Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world; blessed are
they who are called to his supper.
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you but only say the word and I shall be
healed.
THE POST COMMUNION PRAYERS
O Lord our God, make us watchful and keep us faithful as we await the
coming of your Son our Lord; that, when he shall appear, he may not find
us sleeping in sin but active in his service and joyful in his praise; through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Almighty God. we thank you for feeding us with the body and blood of
your Son Jesus Christ. Through him we offer you our souls and bodies to
be a living sacrifice. Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live and
work to your praise and glory. Amen
NOTICES
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FINAL HYMN
1
Lo! He comes with clouds descending,
Once for favoured sinners slain;
Thousand thousand saints attending
Swell the triumph of his train:
Alleluya!
Christ appears, on earth to reign.
2
Every eye shall now behold him
Robed in dreadful majesty;
Those who set at nought and sold him,
Pierced and nailed him to the tree,
Deeply wailing
Shall the true Messiah see.
3
Those dear tokens of his passion
Still his dazzling body bears,
Cause of endless exultation
To his ransomed worshippers:
With what rapture
Gaze we on those glorious scars!
4
Yea, Amen! Let all adore thee,
High on thine eternal throne;
Saviour, take the power and glory;
Claim the kingdom for thine own;
Alleluya!
Thou shalt reign, and thou alone.
Charles Wesley
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THE BLESSING
Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you,
scatter the darkness from before your path,
and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory;
and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,
be with you now and always. Amen
The Lord be with you
and also with you
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen
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