BLACKHALL BULLETIN
December 2020

PRODUCED BY BLACKHALL ST. COLUMBA’S CHURCH FOR THE COMMUNITY

No. 162

TAYLOR PROPERTY SERVICES Ltd

JUNIOR JUDO
BLACKHALL

Working in partnership with Active Schools

JUDO FOR BOYS AND GIRLS 5-15 YEARS

SPECIAL OFFER

FREE JUDO SUIT (worth £40)
UPON ENROLMENT TO CLASS

Offer is for a limited period and is at the discretion of Destination Judo

0131 467 9054

www.destinationjudo.com

info@destinationjudo.com

BRIAN SALVONA ROOFING

Improving your
health & wellbeing

Slating, Tiling Flat Roof Work,
Rhones, Gutters, Chimneys,
Pointing, Harling

336 3550

For safe and effective treatment of:
Hip, knee and joint problems
Migraine
Neck pain
Back pain
Shoulder, elbow, arm pain
Frozen shoulder

BRIAN SALVONA
41 MAIN STREET, DAVIDSON’S MAINS
EDINBURGH EH4 5BZ

For an appointment or information,
phone 0131 332 0063 or email
reception@discover-chiropractic.co.uk
FREE spinal check for all children. Latest in digital assessment technology.
Full family services. X-ray facilities on-site. Early & late appointments.
Open Saturdays. Established 1996

Rebecca J Vickery & Ross M F McDonald
Registered with the General Chiropractic Council
Members of the Scottish Chiropractic Association

240 Queensferry Road
Blackhall, Edinburgh
EH4 2BP
T 0131 332 0063
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Greetings to all in the Blackhall community.
“And have them make me a sanctuary, so that I may dwell among them.” Exodus 25:8 NRSV
This was the direction of God to Moses whilst the people of Israel were still in the wilderness seeking
the promised land. They were, at that time, nomadic and lived in tents. It was fitting then that the
'sanctuary' the Jewish people built for the Lord their God was also in the form of a tent, a Tabernacle,
which could be taken with the people wherever their wanderings took them.
Eventually, once the people of Israel settled, God had them build a temple, a solid physical
construction to allow the people a place to come to and worship. The temple was much more than a
mere place of worship though. It became the very centre of the community. People would meet there,
discuss things and make decisions on matters relating to the community and, as part of their worship,
hold communal celebratory events there.
Much later on, Egypt was to feature in the story of God’s ‘new temple’. As we approach Christmas, many will remember the now
very familiar story of Jesus’ birth, ‘The Nativity’. However, many people, even those who are regular Church attenders, tend to
stop the story just after Jesus’ birth. If we read the Gospel according to Matthew, then we see the additional story of Joseph’s and
Mary’s flight to Egypt with the new born baby Jesus in order to avoid the wrath of King Herod. After Herod dies, the family are
able to return from exile in Egypt and set up home in Galilee
As Christmas approaches, it seems to many of us that we have been ‘exiled’ from our Church buildings. The sanctuary has been
shut for refurbishment and the time when we have been forced to worship away from the sanctuary has been extended by the
coronavirus and the ensuing pandemic restrictions.
However, as Christians, we at Blackhall St Columba’s, have read, in Acts 7:48, “Yet the Most High does not dwell in houses made
with human hands.” We understand that God is everywhere in in everyone. This does not mean that a sanctuary, a place to where
we can go to encounter God with like-minded individuals, is not important. However, the sanctuary we are called to build for God
is in our individual hearts, souls and minds. There, he will dwell among us.
Christians believe that Jesus’ coming was foretold. The Book of Isaiah was written around 740BC and, at chapter 7 verse 14 it is
written: “Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall
name him Immanuel.” The name Immanuel, one of the many given to Jesus, is Hebrew and literally means ‘God is with us’.
It is the knowledge and surety of God’s presence that has made our ‘exile’ from our buildings bearable. The time of waiting is
now over. Albeit with restrictions imposed by the pandemic, we are planning to begin worshipping in our beautiful, refurbished
sanctuary on the first Sunday in Advent, Sunday 20th November 2020. As we are restricted in numbers, we plan to move to livestreaming our services. This should not be such a big change for many as we have been holding our services on-line since the
beginning of lockdown. Because of the ongoing and ever-changing rules we follow to keep people safe, if you plan on coming to
the Church this Christmas, then please do check our website at https://www.blackhallstcolumba.org.uk first. The website will
contain all the latest and up to date information on what services are available, how to participate in them and how to book a place
in the sanctuary.
Our Church buildings are a key part of how we build our own personal sanctuaries which allow God to dwell within us. Our mission
statement, at the Church, is “to glorify God….to proclaim Christ….to serve others”. I firmly believe that it is by our service to
others that we can achieve the first two parts of the statement. Christmas is a time when we can spiritually all come together
regardless of how far apart we have to be physically.
It is important, during these times of uncertainty, to maintain a semblance of normality whilst acknowledging and adapting to the
changes around us. The Church at Blackhall St Columba's has been here since before any of us were born. It will be here long after
we are gone. The reason that the Church will survive is because it exists to serve the community of Blackhall.
As things return to a degree of normality, and I have absolute faith that things will return to normal at some point in the future, then
you should make an effort to come and see what has been done to refurbish the sanctuary. We are hopeful that the changes, the
removal of pews, underfloor heating, the addition of screens and a state-of-the-art sound systems etc will allow for numerous
different ways for us to come together as a community. In the meantime, why not take a look at our website? It has information
about how we continue, as a Church, to glorify God, to proclaim Christ and to serve others.
Best wishes and blessings to all
Fergus Cook
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A new chapter in the life of Blackhall St Columba’s

-4-

-5-

COOKERS FOR CHRISTMAS CAMPAIGN 2020

K. ELECTRICS
ELECTRICIANS

K.ELECTRICS is a small family run business which has been trading
for 32 years. Specialising in house and flat re-wiring. We are only
too happy to quote for additional sockets, extra lights, outside
security lights, attic, cupboard and basement lighting and instant
electric showers or any of your electrical requirements.All estimates
are free of charge and without obligation.

UPGRADED AND REPLACEMENT FUSE BOARDS
Does your fuseboard comply with current regulations ?
(17th Edition BS7671)
Is it fitted with circuit breakers and
does it have RCD Protection ?
For your peace of mind we are fully insured and a select registered
company.

Scottish Care
Voice of the Independent care sector

RAPID RESPONSE 24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
Blown Fuse – No Electricity
0131-336 3533 07831 607535
Visit our website at kelectrics@sky.com

Email:
Tel:
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THERE WILL ALWAYS BE CHRISTMAS
but

WA CH WA CH WA CH WA CH WA CH WA CH

Local and National Removals
0131 235 2525
www.blackhallmoving.co.uk
info@blackhallmoving.co.uk
40 Granton Road, Edinburgh EH5 3QS
Find us on
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“In the Bleak Midwinter…..”
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CAMEO CLUB

TUESDAY TOPICS

North West Heritage
– Edinburgh Villages

Badminton Club
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Violet Troup
24/7/40 – 19/10/20
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THE POINSETTIA AND THE IVY, WHEN IT IS MISTLETOED?
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OUR PETS AND HOW THEY HAVE HELPED US DURING LOCKDOWN 2020

Meg Macleod
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Times are difficult just now, but we want to
wish all our readers, contributors and

advertisers the Merriest possible Christmas
and a Happy New Year.
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Are you learning the piano and having trouble remembering those pesky scales ?
Read on and find out how Catherine McMillan used her lockdown……..

Beautiful basement conversion
with bespoke kitchen and staircase

250 Queensferry Road Edinburgh EH4 2BR 0131-332 5050
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brucecollie.com
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BLACKHALL PRIMARY SCHOOL
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BLACKHALL PRIMARY SCHOOL
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BLACKHALL HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

THE BEST TYRE
DEALS IN EDINBURGH
ARE AT YOUR LOCAL
FARMER AUTOCARE
Blackhall - 14 Telford Road, EH4 2BA - 0131 332 3609
Juniper Green Head Office - 589 Lanark Road, EH14 5DA - 0131 453 4535
Colinton - 7 Bridge Road, EH13 0LH - 0131 441 6500
Liberton - Kirkbrae House, 43A Lasswade Road, EH16 6TD - 0131 664 6745

TYRES • SERVICING • BRAKES • BATTERIES • EXHAUSTS • MOT • WHEEL ALIGNMENT

BLACKHALL
34 Hillhouse Rd, EH4 2AG

MAIDENCRAIG
194 Queensferry Rd, EH4 2BN

0131 332 5959

0131 343 3333

(Jnc Telford Rd & Queensferry Rd)

Also incorporating
Bonnyrigg Funeral Directors - 60 High Street, EH19 2AB - 0131 654 1988

(200 yards from Holiday Inn)

porteousfunerals.com

www.farmerautocare.com
- 22 -

Blackhall Probus Club

CRAIGLEITH MEN’S PROBUS
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DEADLINES

DAVIDSON’S MAINS
ROOFING

Slates
Flat Roofs (20 year guarantee) Tiles
Gutters Cement Work PVC Cladding
Cowls Fitted Chimneys removed
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