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JUNIORJUDO

BLACKHALL

Working in partnership with Active Schools

JUDO FOR BOYS AND GIRLS 5-15 YEARS

SPECIAL OFFER

FREE JUDO SUIT (worth£40)
’ UPON ENROLMENT TO CLASS

Offer is for a limited period and is at the discretion of Destination Judo
i

W

;i 0131 467 9054
= www.destinationjudo.com
47", [Ei infoedestinationjudo.com

TAYLOR PROPERTY SERVICES Ltd
All aspects of property maintenance
APPROVED FLATROOF CONTRACTOR OF
FIRESTONE EPDM RUBBER SYSTEM
20 YEARS GUARANTEE
SLATING: TILING: HARLING: STONEWORK:
POINTING: GUTTERS: CHIMNEYS REMOVED:
EXTERNAL PAINTING: GAS COWLS: RHONES:
YEARLY GUTTER CLEANING with
FREE ROOF CHECK
Call 0131 312 7826

BOLAND JARRETT

(EDINBLIRCIH; LIMTED
B BUILDING CONTRACTCORS H

THE PROPERTY CARE SPECIALISTS

] BATHROOMS, SHOWERS, KITCHENS

L@I REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE @

Nt/ LEAD REPLACEMENT WORK v
JOINERY - GAS WORK - ALL TRADES

0131 - 557 - 8155

49 NORTHUMBERLAND 5T., EDINBURGH

BRIAN SALVONA ROOFING

Slating, Tiling Flat Roof Work,
Rhones, Gutters, Chimneys,
Pointing, Harling

336 3550

BRIAN SALVONA
41 MAIN STREET, DAVIDSON’S MAINS
EDINBURGH EH4 5BZ

THINKING OF ADVERTISING
IN THE BULLETIN ?

Adverts, preferably sent as a pdf, are accepted in two
sizes, either:
1 page portrait (9cm x 13cm)
£42.50 per issue or £150 for four consecutive issues
or
14 page landscape (9 x 6.5 cm)

£22.50 per issue or £80 for four consecutive issues

For further information please contact :
Kay Rich on 332 8502

baillie
you will be surprised
by what we do

photos on canvas banners

window graphics vehicle graphics
illuminated signs directories
digital prints a-boards
bespoke signs exhibition stands
plaques built up/ flat cut letters
site signs safety signs
shop fascias architectural signs

photos in acrylic pop-up banners/ stands

184 - 186 Queensferry Road, Edinburgh EH4 2BW
T: 0131 315 2800 F: 0131 315 2797
E:sales@baillie.co.uk
www.bailliesigns.com
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WT Dunbar & Sons

Throughout our lives we make plans for the future. We plan for the security of our family
and for our retirement. So it makes sense to plan for the one thing that none of us can avoid.

By choosing a Fairways Funeral Plan from WT Dunbar & Sons, you can spare them extra
worry and expense at a difficult time.

For more information and a free Fairways Plan brochure please contact:

WT Dunbar & Sons
138 Queensferry Road, Edinburgh EH4 2BG

0131332 1917

The Fairways Funeral Plan is only available from carefully selected funeral homes which meet the highest standards of care and quality.
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CHRISTMAS FAIR

By the time you receive this our Christmas Fair will
be over. On behalf of all the stallholders, the
WATCH Committee of Blackhall St Columba’s
Church would sincerely like to thank all the
businesses, members of the congregation and
friends for their donations, help and support for the
Christmas Fair on 2" December.

This year the proceeds from
the Fair are going to
Clowndoctors and the
Building for the Future
project.

A full list of the business donations and the overall
sum raised will be in the March Bulletin.

George Millar
WA{TCH Committee

PRAYER
CORNER

Psalm 27 v 14: Trust in the Lord, have faith, do not despair.
Trust in the Lord.

The curtain has come down, the prayers have gone up, and the
light of God’s word and will are now focussed on the
‘happening’ in question. Wait for the Lord, linger a while
longer for Him in humility, prayer and thanksgiving. Look for
him eagerly and expect the living God to act and respond
mightily to you.

Be strong be encouraged, turn your attention from the
‘happening’ and focus on your relationship with your living,
loving God. Of course our common sense and emotions will
constantly fight against it, insisting that we concentrate on the
issue at hand. But there is absolutely nothing more important
than getting peace before God. Take Heart whenever your
heart fails you, whenever you feel faint, be determined to
experience his courage. Let it pulse through your inner being,
emboldening your will, mind and soul!

Be bold, be strong for the Lord your God is with you.

Wait for the Lord. He is coming to you in strength and glory.

Dear Jesus. I love you and expect you and I will wait for you
for I know you are doing great things.

Isaiah 20 v 15: In returning and rest you shall be saved. In
quietness and confidence shall be your strength. Amen.

DM

Amazing people

...o/&seru& MW care

Strachan House Care Home
is a wonderful place -
with amazing residents,
not to mention our
dedicated staff and
inspiring volunteers.

Nursing ¢ Dementia « Respite

STRACHAN
HOUSE

BARCHESTER HEALTHCARE

Call us or pop in anytime
for further information
or friendly advice.

Call: 0131 341 4830

93 Craigcrook Road, Midlothian, EH4 3PE

www.barchester.com

Improving your
health & wellbeing

For safe and effective treatment of:
e Hip, knee and joint problems

e Migraine

e Neck pain

e Back pain

e Shoulder, elbow, arm pain

e Frozen shoulder

For an appointment or information,
phone 0131 332 0063 or email
reception@discover-chiropractic.co.uk

FREE spinal check for all children. Latest in digital assessment technology.
Full family services. X-ray facilities on-site. Early & late appointments.
Open Saturdays. Established 1996

Rebecca J Vickery & Ross M F McDonald
Registered with the General Chiropractic Council
Members of the Scottish Chiropractic Association

240 Queensferry Road
Blackhall, Edinburgh

Discover

Chiropractic ;%

T 0131332 0063




Christmas Hopc

Critics of religion, and of Christianity in particular, have likened belief in
God to belief in Santa Claus or the Tooth Fairy. It’s nothing but a charming
story for those with childlike belief, but now that we are adults, the critics
say that that time is over.

Childish stories may lead to childish fleeting emotions or temporary wonder,
and they may even inspire heart-warming ads or films. But they simply don’t
have the power to inspire lasting works of art that perpetuate our emotion
and wonder. The paintings of the great masters, like Rembrandt’s Adoration
of the Shepherds, or music like Handel’s Messiah, come from a message
much deeper than the secularized trappings of the modern holiday season. They come from the history of Jesus’s birth and the
theology of what his birth means.

The birth of peace and hope at Christmas, in the person of Jesus, does more than inspire art and language. It inspires action. In the
winter of 1914, the First World War was only five months old and already about 800,000 men had been wounded or killed. On
France’s Western Front, British and German soldiers had been fiercely fighting. On Christmas Eve that year, they braced themselves
for yet another day of bombs and bloodshed. But that day would be different from all others.

British soldiers in the trenches raised signs reading “Merry Christmas” and sang Christmas carols. Soon, they heard Christmas carols
coming from the German trenches. On Christmas morning, both sides rose from their trenches and met in the middle of No Man’s
Land. They sang songs and engaged in conversations together. They exchanged sweets and cigars. And in one spot, they played
football. Along the front the spontaneous truce continued into the next day, with neither side willing to fire the first shot. The truce
ended when fresh troops arrived. Enemies, who only days before had been engaged in fierce combat, had acted as if they were
brothers. If it was possible then, between World War I’s horrid trenches, it is possible again.

May I suggest something rather daring? Nothing else could have inspired the Christmas truce. No secular sloganeering encouraging
soldiers to stop worrying and enjoy their lives could have bridged No Man’s Land’s gap. No political speech and no New Age call to
unity could have turned No Man’s Land into a joyful-filled playground. Only the story of Hope’s birth could do that, even if only for a
moment. Perhaps that’s why Christmas does more than just break winter’s gloominess with a cup of cheer.

Jesus’s birth is indeed hope’s birth, which blossoms at Easter. We hint at the interaction between Christmas and Easter in the song ‘O
Holy Night

O holy night, the stars are brightly shining

It is the night of our dear Saviour’s birth.

Long lay the world in sin and error pining,

Till he appeared and the souls felt its worth.

The thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices,

For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn.

My dear friend, Jesus didn’t come into the world to give us only good words and profound examples of moral living. He came
specifically to provide a rescue for every human heart, to rescue us from sin and spiritual death by paying the penalty we couldn’t
afford to pay ourselves. In Jesus’s own words, he came into the world as God incarnate to offer himself as a rescue so that we can be
saved (Mark 10:45). Christmas is not just the birth of someone whose example helped humanity. It’s the birth of the One who saves
humanity from itself. In a paradox of time, Easter’s hope gives rise to Christmas’s joy.

Of course, the world wasn’t suddenly made perfect over 2000 years ago and it certainly isn’t perfect now. Indeed, the Bible doesn’t
paint such a shallow picture for us even as it narrates Jesus’s birth. His advent is surrounded by pain. The selfish and hateful King
Herod wanted the Messiah exterminated so that he could remain king. And so, he ordered the deaths of children who fitted the
Messiah’s profile in Bethlehem. For the parents of those children, the nights before Jesus’s birth were anything but silent or
peaceful. And yet, in the midst of it all, God came as a child, and through Him, he offers us hope through the joy of his Son’s birth.

My friend, sometimes battlefield miracles cause peace to break out. And sometimes eloquent preaching breathes through the halls of
nursing homes or hospital wards. But all of that, the pain and the joy, the beauty and the ugliness, are but echoes emerging from a
manger where the wordless infant carried within himself the message that God so loves the world. All of our human expressions of
joy, hope, and peace are footnotes to the embodied message of the Christ-child.

Let me encourage you, in the midst of cynicism, violence, uncertainty and of it all, to have joy and peace because of the hope Jesus
offers.

Wishing you a blessed Christmas and a Happy and peaceful New Year,

Benjamin
(Minister)



We have received plans and illustrations from our architects Lee Boyd for proposed alterations to the Sanctuary and halls at
Blackhall St Columba’s Church. These are on display in the vestibule of the Church, the large and small halls and the corridor
between the halls and on the Church website. We hope that as many people as possible will view these ideas and let us have
comments (see below). The Church is right at the centre of the community of Blackhall and as such apart from being a place of
worship the halls are a very useful meeting place for organisations and meetings all year round. It is important to us that the
community is kept fully informed.

We welcome comments, suggestions and questions. If these can be made by email or in writing to the Church Office they will be
acknowledged and answered as soon as possible after receipt.

Email: BStC.Building4Future@gmail.com

Website: www.blackhallstcolumba.org.uk

This is an ambitious and costly project which we hope will make our buildings more welcoming and suitable for 21* Century purpose.
It will not be a quick process as no decisions have yet been made and further ideas are to come very soon. A second set of plans and
illustrations will be displayed as soon as agreed by The Kirk Session. These will be a smaller and less costly version of the first ones.
No action will be taken until the congregation and Kirk Session have come to an agreement. It will not be a quick process as
consents, and planning permission have to be sought . The necessary funds need to be found.

At the present time all “plans” and illustrations are just visions and are not set in stone. We need the input of every interested party
whether Church or community member. If you cannot access the halls or the website please let us know and we will try to assist you
in seeing it all.
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THE BEST TYRE
DEALS IN EDINBURGH
ARE AT YOUR LOCAL
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TYRES . SERVICING - BRAKES - BATTERIES « EXHAUSTS - MOT - WHEEL ALIGNMENT
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Edinburgh, C114 SAD '\"‘:;...__ & BLACKHALL MAIDENCRAIG
DIFES 7 BAYS 5,000 TILL - 34 Hillhouse Rd, EH4 2AG 194 Queensferry Rd, EH4 2BN
(Jnc Telford Rd & Queensferry Rd) (200 yards from Holiday Inn)

01313325959 0131343 3333




FRESH START

‘What you have done for me....has been
outstandingly brilliant'. This is a comment from
John (name changed).

Over the last two weeks, we have been working
with John, who became homeless after the property
owner of the furnished flat where he lived asked
him to leave. Sadly, he spent the next 12 months
sleeping on the couches of his friends and
associates. Fortunately, he was allocated a Support
Worker from the Salvation Army, who helped him
to get a new tenancy from the Council. He was
quite anxious about moving onto the property,
telling me that ‘the flat was completely bare and
empty’. His support worker helped him access
furniture through Bethany and made a referral to

ourselves. We were able to help him with a number

of our Starter Packs (e.g. bedding, towels, toiletries,
a food pack, crockery, pots and pans and a
microwave). We also completed the second day of
his Hit Squad on Tuesday, which gave us the
opportunity to paint both his living room and
bedroom. Big thanks to all involved for your
support.

Here's what our client Wendy had to say about her
time spent with the Hit Squad 'The hit team I got
were just so nice, helpful and hardworking they
were very keen & professional. After about 5
minutes of the team being in my house, I felt like [
had known them for a long time. I enjoyed myself
painting, they showed me new tricks of the trade I
wanted to keep them. So so happy and I must say a
huge thank you to Jen for putting it all together’

Thank you to everyone who generously contributes
items for the Fresh Start starter packs. The impact
of your donations is echoed in John's comments.
The board in the hall corridor has a list of the items
Fresh Start put in their starter packs and items that
they particularly need for the packs just now.

Though we, as a church, concentrate on collecting
items for Starter Packs, Fresh Start also provides
cooking courses and growing spaces Autumn saw
jams and chutneys produced at the Food Station in
Harrison Place. The Fresh Start website "what we
do page" http://www.freshstartweb.org.uk/what-
we-do gives an indication of the range of activities
carried out by Fresh Start.

Edinburgh Floral Art Club

Our meetings are held in Blackhall St Columba’s
Church Hall at 2 pm. You are most welcome to join
us for our next meetings where you can watch
beautiful flowers being arranged and enjoy a cup of
tea and a chat. Our next meeting is on December 8™
when Coral Gardiner from Bath will arrange “Festive
Highlights”. There is no meeting in January, but we
would be pleased to see you on the 9™ of February
when the club entertains.

Visitors pay £7 a meeting or why not become a

member for £407
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Cambridge

Weight Plane
Independent Consultant
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ARE YOU READY TO MAKE 2018
A TRULY AMAZING YEAR?

Contact your local Cambridge Consultant
VAL for more details.
07923-224467

= val@acs-lifestyle.net

Cambridge

Weight Plane
Independent Consultant

\% F
AU Z
[ )

MHD Law LLP

We are delighted to announce our inclusion in the Law
Awards of Scotland:

FAMILY LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR — winner 2010

PRIVATE CLIENT FIRM OF THE YEAR — shortlisted 2011
UP AND COMING FIRM OF THE YEAR — nominated 2009

We would be happy to assist in any of the
following areas of law:-

* House purchases and sales including Estate Agency;

* Family (including mediation, separation and divorce), Child
and Education law;

» Private Client law including preparation of Wills, Executries
(winding up estates), Powers of Attorney and Guardianship,
Older client (Elderly Law), Trust administration, Financial
and Investment Advice and Capital Tax planning.

45 Queen Charlotte Street,
Leith, Edinburgh, EH6 7HT

Tel: 0131 555 0616;
Fax: 0131 553 1523
www.mhdlaw.co.uk

For a free initial discussion
please contact:-

Kieran Fitzpatrick

kieran.fitzpatrick@mhdlaw.co.uk

RAMSAY CORNISH

TAOSTEES AN

IDINBUAGH

As featured on BBC's Antiques Road Trip,

Ramsay Cornish is Edinburgh’s busicst independent saleroom
holding over 100 auctions annually with two
auctions cach week, With our auction catalogue avatlable
oaline, buying at asction has ncver been casier

Weekly General Interiors and Collectables Auctions:
to include Modern and Antique Furniture and Intenors
items o suit every taste and budget

Forthcoming Specialist Auctions
Antique & Decorators” Sake:- 10th June 2017

Qur fricndly and experienced staff are happy to offer free
advice at the saleroom, or alternatively one of our
cxperts will be happy to make a home visit
should you have goods for sale

Plcase contact us on 0131 553 7000 or infodramsaycornish com
to make an appointment for a free home visit or valsation

18th century Scottish teapot sold for £600 in our March Antique sale

www.ramsaycornish.com

f.' ELECT

K. ELECTRICS
ELECTRICIANS -

KELECTRICS is a small family run business which has been trading
for 32 years. Specialising in house and flat re-wiring. We are only
too happy to quote for additional sockets, extra lights, outside
security lights, attic, cupboard and basement lighting and instant
electric showers or any of your electrical requirements.All estimates
are free of charge and without obligation.

UPGRADED AND REPLACEMENT FUSE BOARDS

Does your fuseboard comply with current regulations ?
(17t Edition BS7671)
[s it fitted with circuit breakers and
does it have RCD Protection ?

For your peace of mind we are fully insured and a select registered
company.

RAPID RESPONSE 24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
Blown Fuse — No Electricity

0131-336 3533 07831 607535
Visit our website at kelectrics@sky.com




The Blackhall St Columba’s Art Club started its new session
at the end of September with around fifty members enjoying
good company, painting and sketching and the friendly
guidance of our tutor, Diana Jackson. We meet on either a
Monday or Tuesday morning, and we also have a couple of
informal lunches each year which gives us a chance to meet
up with other members who attend on a different day. If you
are interested in joining us then please give Anne McLennan,
our membership secretary, a ring on 336 4327.

We shall be having a small exhibition of members’ work in
Blackhall Library from 16™ December 2017 to 13™ January
2018, so why not pop in and have a look at our work (and
maybe even treat yourself or a friend to a picture!).

If you have your new 2018 diary now, then please put in the
dates of our Annual Exhibition - 2" 6™ May 2018. Bring

your friends and family along and have a browse and a coffee.

PMcC

Fellowship Afternoon Group

Once again this month will see us enjoying a Christmas Lunch
together at the Bruntsfield Golf Club.

Our programme so far started with an enthusiastic Beetle Drive.
This was followed by a talk about The Hope International School
in Phnom Penh.
The speaker was
Morag Campbell,
a retired teacher,
who travelled
from Glasgow to
tell us about the school. The 270 pupils are the children of
international Christian workers in Cambodia where Buddhism is
the major religion. We heard about the country (whose flag is the
only one in the world to display a palace), about Morag's call to
venture so far away when retirement was looming, as well as
hearing about what the school is achieving.

At the time of writing we are awaiting a presentation for
November about The Nazareth Trust who have just moved their
HQ to Edinburgh.

On January 16 at 2.15 we will be having another ex-teacher,
Alison Elfick, tell us about her Patchwork Craft and displaying
some of her work. Anyone who is interested is invited to come
along and join us.

Our group is a community one which would welcome new
members. Come along and see if it could be for you.

T

F.D

Tuesday Topics

Tuesday Topics is now well established into the 2017 - 2018
syllabus, however it is not too late to come and join us on a
Tuesday evening at 7.30pm in Blackhall, St Columba’s
Church small hall. The meetings take place on alternate
Tuesdays.

We have already enjoyed speakers talking on a variety of
subjects that provoked thoughts, memories, and interest.

Our meetings are informal and open to all. If you wish to
become a member, membership costs £15, but if you would
simply like to visit from time to time there is a small charge of
£2 per visit. Meetings last approximately 75 minutes, ending
with a cup of tea / coffee and plenty of chat.

The topic of our meeting on the 21st November was ‘ Lost
Edinburgh © which was presented by Simon Green of Historic
Environment in Scotland.

The 2™ December, although not a meeting is the Church
Christmas Fair and we ask our members to make sweets for
the Sweet Stall.

December 12", our next meeting, is a musical evening by
Quern. This is a night not to be missed. Quern, a small group
of singers, have been entertaining for 30 years, and it is fitting
they are helping us mark our 30 years as Tuesday Topics. We
have one or two of the original members still very active
members now.

On 9™ January we will go out for a Post Christmas Meal,
which is usually enjoyed by all.

The meeting on 23" January is different again with Jane
Tulloch coming to tell us about her novel ‘Assuring you of our
Best Attention’. Set in an Edinburgh department store of
distinction it may be a bit familiar to you.

If this has caught your interest you will be able to see our full
syllabus on the Church website.
www.blackhallstcolumba.org.uk

Simply go to website, and then on to Community Groups, then
click on Tuesday Topics.

If you would rather speak to someone please contact;
Diana Taylor. President. 0131 336 3616
Sheena Wilson. Secretary 0131 332 4078

NORTH WEST HERITAGE

Our meetings for the beginning of 2018, to which everyone
is invited, are as follows:

Thursday 18" January 2018: Mills on the Water of Leith Water
of Leith Conservation Trust : Davidson’s Mains Parish Church
Hall 7.30 pm

Thursday 22" February 2018 : Living Memory
Association Speaker Miles Tubb : St. Columba’s Church ,
Blackhall 7.30 pm



Blackhall Community Trust Update Winter 2017

Blackhall Community Trust is now a Scottish charity and a company limited by guarantee. We hold
three public meetings a year, have a growing membership and a thriving mailing list of residents
(see below for details on how to join/support us). We are members of the Development Trusts
Association Scotland.

Our next public meeting (our AGM) is on Tuesday March 6 at 7.30pm in St Columba’s Small Hall.
Refreshments (including home-baking) will be served.

Community Priorities: A Community Hub, more places at Blackhall Nursery and recreational
opportunities and facilities for all ages

These are exciting times — we have been approved for our City of Edinburgh Council Stage 1
Community Asset Transfer application to transfer ownership of Ravelston Park Pavilion to
Blackhall Community Trust on behalf of the Blackhall community. We now move on to Stage 2.
Meanwhile, we have applied for grant funding from the Scottish Land Fund for over £15,000 to
support this asset transfer process. If successful, we can commission a business plan, feasibility
studies, building surveys and initial designs for Ravelston Park Pavilion to ensure that it is fit for
purpose for Blackhall Nursery and as a community hub.

We now run the following groups and activities, in response to requests from local residents:

* A monthly book club which meets at Blackhall Nursery, Ravelston Park Pavilion — two
sessions have been held so far

* A monthly walking group — two walks have taken place, one on Corstorphine Hill and
one along the Water of Leith

¢ A monthly coffee morning for those who are recently retired, are new to the area or feel a
bit isolated and would like to connect to the community (six held so far in Cloudberry,
Blackhall). Our latest coffee morning was on Thursday 30 November 10-11.30am,
Cloudberry, Blackhall. If you check there or contact us we can tell you shen the next one
will be — Christmas festivities changing the dates.

* A pop up café to tie in with the Blackhall School Parent Staff Association’s gardening
days.

Please email or write to us if you are interested in joining any of the above activities. We are
very happy to look into organising other events or activities — just let us know what you would
like.

If you would like to become a member of Blackhall Community Trust (at no cost, with a liability of
only £1 and with voting rights), join our Board or join our email database, contact us by email via
blackhallcommunitytrust@gmail.com or post c/o Blackhall Nursery, Ravelston Park Pavilion,
Craigcrook Rd EH4 3RU.

Otherwise, show your support by following us on Facebook or Twitter

ﬂ www.facebook.com/blackhallcdt and & (@BlackhallCT
Visit our website/blog: www.blackhallcommunitytrust.wordpress.com

Tina Woolnough, Chair, Blackhall Community Trust
Blackhall Community Trust is a company limited by guarantee, registered in Scotland SC551774.
Scottish Charity SC047250.
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What's happening in Blackhall in December ?

Why not join us celebrating Christmas in St Columba’s ? Carol Singing at
3" 11.00 am Morning Worship — with Edinburgh University Brass Sainsburys
Band

1™ 11.00 am Family Gift Service
17" 11.00 am Morning Worship — 9 Lessons and Carols . T
7™ 2-3pm Carols at Sainsbury’s, Craigleith Columba’s will be carol singing at

24™  11.00 am Morning Worship Sainsburys on Sunday 17™

7.00 pm Christmas Eve Family Service
11.00 pm Carols round the Christmas Tree December between 2 and 3 pm.

11.15 pm Watch Night Service at 11.15pm Everyone welcome so do come along
25™ 10.30 am Christmas Day Service and join in the fun!

Once again members of Blackhall St

This year we are collecting for our
WA CH charities for 2017
Clowndoctors and Building for the
Future.

Wisﬁing all our readers

A Merry Christmas

And a Cl-fajajay New Year M

Christmas celebrations in

BLACKHALL VILLAGE

Thurs 7th Dec 6.30 - 8.30pm

ILLUMINATION OF CHRISTMAS LIGHTS BY
REV. BENJAMIN ABELEDO AT 7.00PM

Carols Sung by the Children of Blackhall Primary School * Festive Brass Band
6.30pm * Mulled Wine at Cafe Citron * Wild & Smoky Grill * Festive Curls at
Angus Gordon * Meet Trolls & Minions in Orange Tree Yoga/Laura VWeaver Pilates
Studio * Tombola, Mulled Wine & Shortbread at Discover Chiropractic * Wine
and Nibbles in Bruce Collie’s Office % Mince Pies, Nails & Fizz at Beautique
Sparkly Tattoos & Tombola at Cloudberry * Lizzie's Cupcakes * Santa’s

Grotto at Aiken & Niven * Stocking Fillers, Pocket Money Gifts & Face

ainting plus amazing Indian Food from Bangla Kitchen at Maddie & Mark’s

2 i' Shoes * Bowling Club for Bar, Fun & Games * Blackhall Primary PSA,

Sports Committee, Guides, Nursery & Playgroup are all supporting the festive
fun with Christmas Stalls and more in Bruce Collie’s Yard * Fundraising in
aid of Nordoff Robbins.

g 1

ank you to the Blackhall businesses who contributed to the running of this event and also to i |
Blackhall & Craigleith Community Group for providing the Christmas tree. Mol
o e
I ol
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BLACKHALL HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

The winter meetings of the 'horti' are progressing well. In October we enjoyed a romp around South East China
with Simon Crutchley when Simon entertained us with stories of his plant collecting trips. The virtues of
Permaculture were explained fully by Kate Everett in November. Kate helped us be more aware that, as
gardeners, we need to do our best to protect our planet. The logic, plus workable systems were outlined so that
we can all take a more sustainable and self-sufficient approach to our gardening.

Our meeting on 11™ December will focus on growing flowers for cutting in

the garden. All too often when visiting the florist the choice is limited to what

b can be grown successfully under glass or outside often in warmer climes, and
so the range is small. Our speaker, Tricia Kennedy, grows her flower crops at
the foot of the Pentlands and will tell us the secrets of growing those classic cut
flowers of old such as Clarkia, Godetia, Nigella and Stocks.

By early January the gardener is keen to start preparing for spring and so our theme on 8" January is Mulching
and we look forward to hearing of its benefits from Fiona Playfair from Garden Solutions, a local producer of
garden mulches and compost.

As 2018 progresses we look forward to hearing about Plants for our climate (February), Fruit Growing (March)
and Designing gardens (April). You don't need to be a keen gardener or even have a garden to come to the
'horti' meetings. Just pop along to the small hall at St. Columba's church at 7.45pm on the second Monday of
these months. We’ll be delighted to meet you.

John MacLennan

Hon President.

Reminisences of Christmas —

#
the reason for the season f
. . . il Jf
Remember when Christmas shopping began in 'Ir"\ y J
December? h— 4
Novyadays that fact very dlfﬁcplt to bel?eve, "ADT
While superstores display festive ware in A | i

September,

Many folks still enjoying annual Summer leave!

Now Yankee ‘Black Friday” has invaded festive
Season

Greedy billionaire store moguls rub hands with glee
As cash-strapped shoppers battle for gifts, lose reason

Eidyn Care is a unique service which provides
advanced care in the comfort of your own home.

Experienced Caregivers

During this commercialised over-spending spree 2 Hourly Care

Let’s remember true reason for season’s celebration : Ongoing training

Of lowly stable birth, without fanfare, pageantry, : Care Inspectorate Approved

No floods of gifts for him, just humble adoration, ; Assistance with Washing & Dressing

For that Bethlehem babe’s arrival, now legendary
One whose name uplifts the hearts of me and you?
First six letters of ‘Christmas’ should give you a clue,

: Medicine Prompt
i Meal Preparation
: Fully insured

Irene W. Clouston Palliative Care

www.eidyncare.co.uk
Email: info@eidyncare.co.ulk

Tel: 0131 285 1221
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In the cold, dark days of winter it may seem harder to get out and about and be as active as you are during the
warmer summer months. However this doesn’t need to be the case - The LOOPs (Local Opportunities for Older
People) Phone Line is here to help. Based at Volunteer Edinburgh, the phone line was set up to help connect
older people in Edinburgh with things to do in the city. If you are over 65, a family member of someone who is,
or a health worker, you can call us to speak to a friendly advisor about activities and clubs in your area. We
provide a unique service tailored to the individual needs and interests of our clients. Often transport to and from
activities can be an issue, but this is something we can investigate and advise on as well.

Being out and about is so much more than just the activity itself. The social aspect is just as important,
especially as we grow older. Once we reach retirement, we often find our social circles have become smaller, or
our families more disparate. Joining a group brings routine, new faces, great conversation and simply a chance
to get out of the house.

Since opening in late 2014 we have helped over 1500 callers to reconnect with old interests, find new hobbies
and make new friends. Often the call comes from a friend, family member or health professional looking for
advice on someone else’s behalf.

Blackhall and the surrounding areas are well served for activities. If you would like to join an art or knitting
group, get some gentle exercise or simply meet new people for lunch or a cup of tea, give us a call and we will
find something that suits your needs.

Recently we have created a new Facebook group called “Just Retired Edinburgh”. As the name suggests this is
aimed at those who have recently retired and may be looking for a new interest or hobby in the next stage of
their lives. Just search the name in Facebook and join-up.

We also run a regular programme of events throughout the year, recent examples have included a Tell Your
Tale reminiscence event as part of the Luminate creative ageing festival and a fashion show. We have also
launched a recipe book containing a range of delicious dishes gathered from local community groups.

With 20% of Edinburgh’s population aged 65 and over, there will be a group or activity out there for everyone
— let us help you get “oot the hoose”.

Call us on 0131 603 8311 or email on loops@volunteeredinburgh.org.uk

We are open Monday to Friday, 10am to 4pm.

If you are online you can follow us for all the latest information on the phone line and our upcoming events:
Twitter - @EdinburghLOOPs

Facebook - @edinburghloops

Instagram — loopsphoneline

Website — www.loopsphoneline.org.uk
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Craigleith Probus

Our new session has started well with an excellent talk by Jim Ruxton about Red Dot Radio which was followed by lan
Campbell telling us about 'War of the Worlds' and 'The Time Machine'. In November we settled down to learn about the
work of a Meteorologist from Martyn Sunter as well as the Conservation of the Scottish Flora.from Heather McHaffie .
As can been seen we cover a wide range of subjects which have certainly stimulated discussion at our meetings as well as
afterwards!

December and early 2018 look just as interesting. On 6" December we look forward to hearing about the 'Silver
Darlings' from Simon Fairnie who has an on going interest in the fishing community of
Fisherrow, now part of Musselburgh. As Simon has an involvement with the Musselburgh
museum I am sure our questions will drift between the two. On 20" December we welcome
Janet Halton who will explain about the work of "Nordoff Robbins" music therapy who state
that their mission is to ‘Make Music — Change Lives’. Music has the power to affect us in
different ways. It can be stimulate or sooth; it can stir our emotions and memories, comfort and

inspire. If you have an interest in this subject do along to our meeting as a guest.

On 17" January we look forward to hearing about Corporal
Wojtek who was a member of the Polish Army in WW2 and
served at the Battle of Monte Cassino. What is more
interesting is that he was born in Iran in 1942 but sadly died
in Edinburgh in 1963. We look forward to hearing about
from Aileen Orr how Wojtek got from Iran to join the Polish
army and then to Edinburgh Zoo : yes Wojtek was a bear
who now has a statue in Princes Street Gardens. Continuing
the theme of war but from a different context on 7" February =
when Ian Garden returns to Craigleith to tell us about
‘Telling Lies during War Time'.

The work of the Citizens Advice Bureau will be our theme on 21* February when our guest Hazel Bett will be explaining
the role and function of Citizens Advice within the community but also how we can be of help to this long established
organisation.

Craigleith Probus prides itself on being open and friendly to all semi retired or retired gentlemen. As stated before in the
Bulletin, we meet at Blackhall Bowling Club on the first and third Wednesdays of the month at 10am for coffee/tea plus
chocolate biscuits which is followed by the talk for an hour or so at 10.30am.

JohnMacLennan: Speakers Secretary
infocpc21@gmail.com

Village (Grarage

SERVICING AND REPAIRS ON ALL MAKES

ALL MOT AND PREPARATION CARRIED OUT
BMW SPECIALISTS
CALL ROBERT OR STEVIE 0131-315 2865

206 QUEENSFERRY ROAD, BLACKHALL, EDINBURGH, EH4 2BN
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Blackhall children receive thousands of pounds in funding
this year from local sports committee

The Blackhall Children’s Sports Committee (BCSC) has been in existence for over 100 years. It was formed in 1909 as a
voluntary, non-profit, organisation with the aim of promoting and organising children’s sports and activities in our own
community. Now in 2017 it’s just as relevant to the community as it was then, encouraging grassroots activity in sports
and helping our community stay fit and healthy.

In 2017, the BCSC awarded almost £6,000 in sports funding to the community. Children who benefit from the awards
range from toddlers right up to senior school level. The types of sports funded this year include climbing, swimming,
table tennis, athletics, fencing, hockey, netball, tennis, sailing, badminton, outdoor camping, tumble tots and yoga.
Preference is given to funding for equipment and coaching fees.

Nine local children received funding this year to assist them in their chosen sport, totalling £1,525. An average award of
£169 per individual.

Most of the funding goes towards local groups where the benefit is spread across a wider number of people. This year
nine local groups received funding for sporting and healthy activities for children in Blackhall, totalling £4,160. An
average award is about £462 per group. Groups supported this year are Blackhall Primary School, Blackhall Athletic
Football Club, Blackhall Playgroup, Blackhall Mothers and Toddlers Group, Blackhall Tennis Club, Blackhall Girl
Guides and Blackhall School Netball Team.

Last year Blackhall Primary School received funding from the BCSC for the purchase and installation of a climbing wall,
matting and a basketball ball hoop in the school playground. The wall and the hoop are very well used by the school
children and a great addition to the play area.

Centre photo shows Diane McLachlan, Chair of the BCSC presenting the cheque to the School with climbing wall on left
and basketball hoop on right.

Applications for awards each year are held from Jan- April. Individuals or groups based in Blackhall are eligible to apply.
Application forms will be available to download from links on our website during this time
http://www.activeblackhall.com/bcsc/.

For more information throughout the year we have a Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/BlackhallChildrensSC?fref=ts and Twitter account https://twitter.com/blackhall_csc

® slackhal
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Pink Panthers

Explorers Scout Unit

The Pink Panthers meet in the Large Hall on Monday evenings at 8pm. The Unit is open to boys and girls aged
14 to 18. Many of the 30 members are former Scouts in Blackhall, Davidson’s Mains and Comely Bank.
PPESU works in partnership with the Scout Group (Beavers, Cubs and Scouts).

In July 2017 the Pink Panthers travelled to the Danish National Jamboree “Spejdernes Lejr” and more recently
had an overnight hike in the Lomond Hills. The next “camp” is a pre-Christmas weekend at Canty Bay.

www.pinkpanthersexplorers.org.uk
leaders@pinkpanthersexplorers.org.uk

LINACONSTRUCTION

DESIGNA&BUILD

136 Queensfemry Road, Edinburgh, EH4 2BG

T: (0131) 332 3224

il wtal il

wiw'w ballinaconstruction.co.uk




Blackhall Guiding

Just because it is getting darker outside does not mean that Blackhall Guiding units are stay-

ing indoors. As long as you wrap up war "7 7 to do outside in the dark! From
torchlit games, to campfires, to spooky e still keen to get out and about
as much as they can, no matter the we
From all at Blackhall Guiding, we wish :mas & the best for the new year!
(a If anyone has been he re just re-
Blackhall recently, th hshire, full
probably been the Ra s activi-
TI"IE}I' are dE:tEI'ITI'iI"IE‘d [T ties. 1he giris turned into
everyone will learn our maonkeys as they climbed
favourite campfire songs. high in the trees; worked
Now, on the count of three.. | ltogether to build a raft, and then use it to cross
There the water; and soared
was a through the air on a
Crazy moose... giant zip wire!
-Seona, Leader, 157A -Nicole, Leader,
Rainbows 202 Brownies
X = \..—.z‘
(Senior Section have e N . | Guides got pretty muddy'\

A
Senior Section , m volunteering at the Race

for Life fun mod run!
From handing out med-
als at the finish line, to
encouraging the runners

been developing skills
for the future, including
writing CV's and maney
management. We held
mock interviews to boost confidence before i
> " _ & squirting them with
- .4_ applying for jobs and held waber & mud, the Guides r

a workshop on cover let- were covered in mud by
ter tips & tricks. However, the end of the day!
we've also had time o re- I"'m sure the giant mud
lax, from baking to dance. slide didn't help either!
-Kate, Leader, -Alice, Leader, 157
Senior Section Guides
\J -2

Volunteers are needed to help at Rainbow,
Brownie and Guide units at

ime.
|
Girlauiding)

moes

WE DISCOVER, WE GROW

Girlguiding

mn
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Blackhall
Nursery News

Blackhall Nursery is situated within the wonderful nature resource of
Ravelston Park and Woods. At Blackhall Nursery, we put the children at
the heart of everything we do. We provide a safe, healthy and happy
environment where children grow and develop through play and active
learning.

It is a very busy and exciting time of year in Nursery with the children dancing along to live bagpipes to celebrate St Andrew’s Day,
learning lots of new songs for our Nativity Play, baking Christmas treats and creating colourful decorations. Although very busy, the
children have not forgotten their responsibilities towards looking after the environment and have been recycling paper and making
new handmade paper which we are using to decorate our special Christmas cards. Our Alternative Christmas Card project also helps
the children to learn about the needs of other children around the world and by raising funds they are able to choose life-changing
gifts through the World Vision charity. We are looking forward to our Winter Woodland Walks in Ravelston Woods when we will
take some time to observe the changes that are occurring in nature and the children will also keep a tally of how many bat boxes they
can spot — there are so many!

Blackhall Nursery is a registered Scottish charity working in partnership with the City of Edinburgh Council. We offer places in
morning and afternoon classes, providing sessions of 3 hours 10 minutes for 3-5 year olds during term time*. We are a feeder nursery
for Blackhall Primary School and all places are free and funded by the City of Edinburgh Council.

*Following interest expressed by local parents in a recent survey, Blackhall Nursery Board is seeking the permission and
support of the City of Edinburgh Council to deliver 1140 hours of free early learning and childcare to local children aged 3-5
from August 2018 (up to six hours a day, term time only). If this is of interest, please make sure that your child’s name is on
our waiting list and we will keep you informed of future developments.

You can place your child’s name on the Nursery waiting list from their 2" birthday by downloading an application form at
www.blackhallnursery.co.uk or by contacting the Nursery for an application form on 0131 332 8296.

BLACKHALL PRIMARY SCHOOL

ainbow poems

Yellow like the s
Pink as a pig,

Purple like a
Blue as the sky.
by Felicity
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BLACKHALL PRIMARY SCHOOL

Primary 2/3 have sent us some acrostic poems and shape poems about rain and P4M acrostics about Harvest Time.
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Cramond playgroup has spaces!

If you are looking for childcare or for an opportunity for your child to play with
other young children without parents or carers, Cramond Playgroup is just what
you need!

Based in north west Edinburgh, Cramond Playgroup is an established playgroup
with a fully qualified team. They offer a wide range of educational and fun
activities across two rooms, and the biggest perk is there’s no parent rota!

They currently have spaces for children aged 3 - 5 years and there is a waiting list

for under 3s (children can join the waiting list from birth).

Cramond Playgroup:

Children aged 2 - 5 years

. Monday to Friday 9.05-11.55 am
Cramond Kirk Halls

. =
Mouse Makes

Read The Chrittmas
ikcry in

There were shepherds that night
in the fields taking care of their
deeen. An angel of the Loed
appeared and said
" Don't be afrald, [ am hare with
good rews af greal joy that
wild e for 8f prople, Today
saviour Nas Boon borm 12 youl,
He is Christ rhe Lond”

e Lukd 301900

W MERRY CHRISTMAS
A0 ther fram all vty the sl |

JOYEUX NOEL
{French )
QoD JUL
Swedish)

BOLUMN MATALE

{ ialiam)
FELIZ HNAVIDAD
{Spanish} &

Village Coachworks

ACCIDENT REPAIR SPECIALISTS
FREE PICK UP & DELIVERY SERVICE LOCALLY

INSURANCE WORK UNDERTAKEN
FREE ESTIMATES
CALL BRUCE 0131-315 2865
206 QUEENSFERRY ROAD, BLACKHALL, EDINBURGH, EH4 2BN

Please contact us at cramond.waitlist@gmail.com to register your child



CHRISTMAS CARDS

e your Christmas cards
1at designs have you
ind this year? Are they
es?

1@ shops at all the

1signs, traditional and
modern. | raditional religious cards
have usually included the nativity —
Mary, Joseph and the baby Jesus.
But what else would you count as
religious? The Three Kings? The
Bible doesn't say they were kings,
or that there were three; just that
they were Wise Men, who travelled
far to bring special gifts for the
baby Jesus.

Do you know why there are so
many robins on Christmas cards?
The first postmen in Victorian
times wore red and were called
robins, so robins were shown as
delivering cards.

Whatever kind of card
you send this year, be
sure to include a kind
message with love for
your friends. Our love is

21

CARD or DECORATION

Here is a simple 3-D Christmas
tree that you can use as a
decoration or a card. You will need
green card, crayons, glitter or
paint, scissors and sticky tape.

Fold a piece of card in half, then
cut it in half. Put the two pieces
together and fold them in half
again.

Draw half a Christmas tree
opposite the fold. Cut along the
line and you will have 2 identical
trees. Fold the trees in half, very
lightly, hardly creasing the centre
line to mark the centre of the tree.
Cut a slit along the bottom half of
the centre of
one tree
and along
the top half
of the centre
of the other tree. Slip the two trees
together along the slits. To help the
tree to stand firmly, use sticky tape
to fasten the parts together where
they meet.

Decorate the tree. If you are using
it as a card then leave an area free
of decorations so that
you can write on it.

- - —_—

10es red white red w

rolling down a hill.



All year round living... glass rooms and log cabins

brucecollie.com
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Bespoke Glass Rooms with remote Scottish Dealer Versatile Custom Made

controlled retractable roofs Glass Rooms & Awnings Log Cabins




Sheila Sinclair

- an appreciation
Regular Bulletin readers may have
turned to this page for our crossword.
Sadly there is no crossword as our
crossword compiler, Sheila Sinclair,
died on 18™ August.

I had the privelege of knowing Sheila
for five years when she e- mailed the
Crossword to me, always on time and
ready to insert. I knew her as friendly,
bright, witty, helpful and reliable lady
who loved language and with whom I
shared a love of North Berwick where
Sheila stayed latterly. But I learned
that there was much more to our
crossword compiler than her love of
crosswords and quizzes. I thought it
fitting that we used this space to share
her other talents with you.

Sheila was born in Edinburgh and,
after attending Flora Stevenson’s and
Broughton High School she passed her
Civil Service exam and began working
in the Post Office. As with many civil
servants, her job took her round the
country, including St Albans and
London. Sheila was very much a
people person and when Post Office
Telecommunications became BT she

used her people skills to help many
employees prepare for redundancy
before deciding to make herself
redundant. This meant she could
return to Scotland where she worked
in a consultancy in Leith for ten years.

1990 saw her move to North Berwick
where her skills were put to use in
many ways. She was chair of the
community council (also editing their
newsletter!) where she led by
example; her tireless enthusiasm and
sense of humour helped her get others
involved and get things done. North
Berwick has won the Coastal Town
title, awarded by Britain in Bloom,
nine times, before being awarded the
RHS Rose Bowl in 2016.

Sheila was also the Honorary
Secretary of the East Lothian
Community Rail Partnership and
campaigned for the reinstatement of
the public toilets at North Berwick,
making an arrangement for rail
passengers to use the facilities of a
local gallery while waiting for action
to be taken. Sadly, this improvement
was not realised before her death.
However she did arrange for the R.L.
Stevenson poem From a Railway
Carriage, which was written on a train

!
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Sheila with her well deserved Rotary
International Award

journey to North Berwick, to be put on
display at the station there.

Sheila had a very positive outlook and
attitude and was honoured earlier this
year with the Rotary International
Award for outstanding service to
North Berwick. Over the years she
had raised in excess of £30,000 for
good causes, much of it through
quizzes she compiled (every bit as
difficult as the crosswords !).

Sheila loved words and language and
used her linguistic skill for good for so
many. Our thoughts go out to her
sister Norma and her family.

FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

ha \

Celebrate Christmas 2017 i
at Holiday Inn City West

Private Party Nights
Bespoke package available throughout
December from £19.95 per person

Hoat i

Why Choose Porteous Funeral Directors?

When your family suffers the loss of a loved one, it can

be comforting to know your funeral director. At Porteous
Funeral Directors, we make every effort to be involved in our
community and to create the kind of personal relationship
which leads to an individual, sensitive service. The numerous
letters and cards of thanks we receive daily from the families
we have helped are testimony to our ongoing commitment to
ensuring we offer the personal and dedicated service that you
and your loved one deserve,

Family-Owned and Truly Independent

You can be reassured that Porteous Family Funeral Directors
are the only completely independent, family-owned funeral
directors in the Blackhall, Silverknowes, Davidson’s Mains,
Cramond & Barnton areas.

Blackhall - 0131 332 3609
Juniper Green Head Office - 0131 453 4535
Juniper Green Memorial Showroom - 0131 453 4535

Sunday Lunch with Santa

Colinton - 0131 441 6500

Liberton - 0131 664 6745

Also incorporating

Bonnyrigg Funeral Directors - 0131 654 1988
Leith Funeral Directors - 0131 554 1113

porteousfunerals.com
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Adults £29.95 pp
Children (aged 3 - 11) £13.50 pp
Children (Under 3) Eat Free
Christmas Day Lunch
8 Adults £65.00 pp
Children (aged 3-11) £25.00 pp
Children (Under 3) Eat Free
New Year’s Eve
Adults £45.00 pp
Children (aged 3-11) £14.95 pp
Children (Under 3) Eat Free A
et
0
For enquiries or to book call < j9) W\
0\) ;‘f\\ 4
0131 311 4903 o oS
\‘\)5 ? %e\.l
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DEADLINES

Kirk News Tuesday Sth December
Please send all items to the Editor,
Christine Denham, ¢/o0 Church Office
(Home tel: 336 5943) or e-mail:
kirknews@blackhallstcolumba.org.uk

Cloudberry

Keep Cosy with Cloudberry

L
s B>

Making memories and creating traditions
are top of the list with decorations and
tableware you'll remember long after
Christmas. We have a huge range of
cosy, luxurious gifts to keep you and
your home warm all winter

- -

1893 Whitehouse Rd, Barntan, EH4 6BU
0131 538 0168

5 Seaforth Terrace, Blackhall
0131 467 2878

EH4 2BS
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MIX
Paper from
FSC

www.fsc.org

responsible sources

FSC® C006548

Blackhall Bulletin Sunday 4th February
Please send all items to the Editor,

Barbara Wilson, ¢/o Church Office

(Home tel: 312 6035) or e-mail
bulletin@blackhallstcolumba.org.uk
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Advertising Enquiries
Enquiries regarding advertising
should be sent to Kay Rich,

8 Queen’s Ave Sth.

Home tel: 332 8502

REA
FC

Blackhall

pack with

doctors, schools, churches, youth organisatons,
sporting facilities etc,

If you would like a pack please contact the church
office either by telephoning 0131 332 4431 or
e-mail secretarvi hlaikhallstmlu mba.oreg.uk
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DAVIDSON'S MAINS
ROOFING

Slates * Flat Roofs ¢ Tiles * Gutters - Cement Work
* PVC Cladding * Cowls Fitted - Chimneys Removed
all aspects of Roofing
Contact: L Taylor
8 East Barnton Gardens, Edinburgh EH4 6AR

FOR FREE ESTIMATE

0131 336 4542

Local Authority Approved






