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St. Mark’s Parish Church,Biggin Hill
Church Road, Biggin Hill,Kent, TN16 3LB
Parish office: 01959 577816
Email: admin@movingchurch.org
St Mark’s website: www.movingchurch.org
st mark's biggin hill - 'the moving church'

Vicar

Revd. Alison Newman

01959 540482

Church Wardens

Caroline Budimir
Jeremy Peacock

01959 576093
01959 570145

Reader/Evangelist Mark Newman

01959 540482

For Hall Bookings, Baptism, Wedding and general enquiries,
please contact the Parish Office.
Office hours: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday
9.30 am to 12 noon

At St. Mark’s…..
The Choir
All ages welcome! For more
details please call the Parish
Office - 01959 577816
Bell Ringing
Please contact the Parish Office
on 01959 577816
2nd Biggin Hill Rainbows (5-7 yrs)
Please contact Pauline Hallinan
on 01959 576433
1st

Biggin Hill Guides
Please contact Rosemary
Spurway on 01959 575717
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Baby & Toddler Group
Every Monday and Friday from
10.00 am in the Church Hall
during school terms. Contact the
Parish Office for details -01959
577816 - or just come along.
Home Groups
Home groups meet every
fortnight for fellowship and Bible
Study. For more information
contact Alison on 01959 540482
Music Group
St. Mark’s Music Group. Songs
and fellowship with a lively touch.
Call Chris on 01959 700815.

Stay safe! Have a safe journey! Best to
stay on the safe side….
When we use the word safe in these
phrases, we recognise there are dangers
out there. If you work with young people,
the elderly or the disabled you will have
done safeguarding training. Without the
proper, up-to-date certificate, you cannot
even volunteer with certain groups. It’s
not an option to claim that you are safe to
work with such people – your employer
will automatically say no to your request
to help.
You may know the names of Maria Colwell,
Jasmine Beckford and Victoria Climbié. These children were
abused and died at the hands of adults who were unfit to be
near children, let alone be in charge. There’s a depressing list
of incidents, not just in this country, where predators and
abusers have done their worst.
However, safeguarding has featured for centuries in English
thought and in law. In the Middle Ages orphaned children were
the responsibility of the church, often the monasteries, and in
1601 the Act for the Relief of the Poor indirectly gave them
some reprieve. Thomas Coram established London’s Foundling
Hospital in 1739 for babies at risk of being abandoned. This
became the UK’s first children’s charity.
Think of the Factory Acts (1802), compulsory school
attendance for 5-12 year olds (1870) and the Prevention of
Cruelty to, and Protection of, Children Act (1889): these
important changes all tell their own story. Countless reforms in
the intervening years have brought further improvements to
children’s welfare, yet it wasn’t until 1999 that legal steps to
prevent paedophiles from working with children were
introduced in The Protection of Children Act. Often, in a narrow
way, we think of this as child protection.
What recent safeguarding training has introduced us to is the
idea that it isn’t just children who are vulnerable. If you are
elderly, you could be vulnerable. If you have mental health
issues, learning difficulties or a physical impairment, you could
be vulnerable. Abuse, harassment, harm or neglect can
happen to a wide variety of individuals.
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A few months ago I undertook some training provided by the
Church of England. What came to me quite clearly was that at
some stage we can all become vulnerable. Any of us could slip
into a phase in our lives where we might be pressured, bullied
or exploited. In any organisation, safeguarding therefore
becomes everyone’s responsibility, not just the task of a
nominated person who ticks a box on behalf of the whole
group. (In reality, Safeguarding Officers do vital and
sometimes painful work on behalf of others.)
St Paul wrote this piece of advice to the early Christians: ‘Do
nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard
others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to
your own interests, but to the interests of others.’ I see this
lived out to its full not just in the life of Jesus, but also more
recently in the life of Desmond Tutu.
Happy safeguarding!
Mark Newman

Tools Wanted
Recently I was at a loss at what to do with my now unwanted portable
electric sewing machine when I was pointed in the direction of a
Christian charity ‘Tools with a Mission' (TWAM) who refurbish such
items and send them to the developing world for livelihood creation.
On telephoning the local contact he accepted my offer and came to
my home to collect it, which proved a win-win situation for me and
TWAM.
Perhaps you have tools in working order which you no longer need
and might wish to donate. If so our local contact for TWAM is
R C Munro (telephone no 01689 810222). More information can also
be found at www.twam.uk
As well as sewing machines TWAM can take knitting machines,
and tools for gardeners, builders, carpenters and plumbers. They
can take tools that need sharpening or have surface rust but not
broken tools. There is more information at the back of the church
with lists of items which can be used.
Margaret Williams
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Cultural Highlight of the Year
The Beckenham
Concert Band,
which has been
running since
1977, came to
play at St Mark’s
church in
December. What
a treat they gave
us – 20 pieces in
all! To give a
flavour of their
diverse repertoire,
we heard in the
first half English
Dances by
Malcolm Arnold,
the James Bond
Theme and You Can’t Stop the Beat. Following the interval they played The Lion King
by Elton John, the 16th Century Carol Gaudete, and White Christmas by Irving Berlin.
Fortunately, the weather was kind that evening! Conductor Felicity Cliffe kept the band
on track. The retiring collection in aid of Hospices of Hope raised over £500.

The people of St. Mark’s Church would like you to
know that we pray for Biggin Hill regularly.
If you would like us to pray for you, someone you know or for
something that concerns you, please let us know and we will be happy
to do so. In order to comply with the Data Protection Regulations,
please ensure you have the permission of the person to be prayed for.
Please contact the Church office. The times the office is open can be
found on page four. A message can be left on the answer machine
outside of these times - 01959 577816
If you prefer, you could send your prayer request to St. Mark’s Vicarage,
10, Church Road, Biggin Hill, Kent TNI6 3LB

Carols By Candlelight
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Getting to know you…

.

When you attend St Mark's Church, you will notice that a number of
people can be seen on a regular basis, making sure that the church and
services run smoothly - and that is apart from the vicar herself! We
thought it would be a lovely idea to find out a little more about them, and
in general about other members of our church community. So here goes
with the new, regular item in the magazine....
Our first person in the spotlight is Jerry Peacock,
churchwarden, married to Stephanie, with son Andrew
and daughter Suzanne.
Q1. How long have you been a member of St Mark’s
Church….
Circa 1984
Q2. What do you like about it?
The welcoming, friendliness and openness from the congrega�on and
incumbent.
Q3. What was the best part of any job you have done and why?
Becoming an Advanced and pursuit trained driver with the police. The
excitement of the chase knowing you won’t get a speeding �cket!
Q4. What was the worst and why?
The hardest and most difficult will always be informing someone that their
loved one will not be coming home ever again.
Q5. If you had to recommend a book to someone, what would it be?
The Shardlake series by CJ Sansome. If you know London well you will
recognise the descrip�ve loca�ons and street names of bygone years, s�ll
there to this day.
Q6. What film or television programme have you watched the most and why?
The Ba�le of Britain and/or The Dambusters. I wouldn’t be wri�ng this had
ordinary people like my father not stepped up to the mark. Unfortunately,
many making the ul�mate sacrifice.
Q7. If you were stranded on a desert island, what would your luxury item be?
Wind up radio provided there was signal.
Q8. Favourite meal?
Sea Bass with a lemon caper dressing and Mediterranean
vegetables…Mmmm!
Q9. Favourite song/piece of music?
Karl Jenkins – Benedictus. The Armed Man: A Mass for Peace
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Q10. What would you say was the one thing you would like to have changed in
your life and why?
I wouldn’t and couldn’t. I have had a great life, a wonderful wife, two
fabulous children and two and a half grandchildren – well three by March!
Q11. Who would you say has had the most influence on your life and why?
Coming from a military and Catholic family I was sent to a Catholic Boarding
school and in essence brought up by the priests of the Missionaries of the
Sacred Heart. Here the discipline, the independence, a sense of belonging
and the kindness of the priests and brothers and nuns defined my character
to this day.
Q12. What was the best piece of advice you have ever been given?
In 1974 a RAF Squadron Leader said to me do NOT join the Royal Air Force!
Join the Metropolitan Police - “Dull it Isn’t”!
Q13. If you had to give one piece of advice to a young person today, what
would it be?
Follow your dream!
Q14. Tell us a joke!
"My wife said I should do lunges to stay in shape. That would be a big step
forward."

Biggin Hill Community Care Association
St. Mark’s Centre, Church Road, Biggin Hill, TN16 3LB
01959 577400 bigginhillcommunitycare@gmail.com
bigginhillcommunitycare.org
Day Centre - A friendly and stimulating service for older people
on Tuesdays and Thursdays. It is also an opportunity for respite
care. A three course meal is provided. Transport can be arranged
for local people.
Wednesday Lunch Club - Enjoy a home cooked meal every
Wednesday and meet new people
Art Group - A popular weekly painting and drawing group
meeting on Wednesday afternoons.

Hearing Aid Maintenance Clinic
The clinic is held on the 4th Wednesday of the month at St. Mark’s
Centre, Church Road, from 11 am to 12 midday. Call in to have your
NHS hearing aid cleaned and collect new batteries - all free of charge.
The clinic is run by the Charity ‘Hi Kent’. For more details please call
01622 691151 or go to www.hikent.org.uk. No appointment is needed.
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This Christmas
Christmas has changed so much we know
From those we read of long ago.
Simple pleasures, cards, family, food
To the “Tech” generation seem quite crude.
Christmas now is a glitzy sight
A shining parcel of sparkle and light.
The outer layer, the first we see
Are the Christmas adverts on TV
They brainwash and beguile us until all control is lost
But never ever do they say a word about the cost
Of luxury from John Lewis, lovely gifts for me and you

Or having sherry with breakfast or even pork pies
The things that make memories which we hope will last
So that Christmases Future recall Christmas Past.
And now this Christmas parcel has reached the final layer
The one where we all go to Church, because it feels right there
To light the Christmas candles and sing the carols loud
And to be there in the middle of this very loving crowd
To receive the greatest gift of all, the gift of love and light
God gives His only Son to us, right here, this Christmas night,
By Lynn Hussey
‘

And, of course, this Christmas only M &S food will do.

‘This Christmas’ was read at the Christmas Miscellany at St.
Mark’s Church.

At the shops and online we spend and spend
With hardly a thought of the bill at the end
To get gifts for our family and those we hold dear
And one for that relative we see once a year.
We cook clean and decorate until everything’s bright
So that those coming home, will smile at the sight.
Under all of this we find a dark layer
If we all look deeper, what we find there
Are the homeless, the hopeless, the sick and the sad
Those for whom Christmas makes everything bad
Can we open our hearts and our purses, show care?
Try to make this Christmas easier to bear.

4-Seasons
Cleaning
From Town House to Bungalow
Windows including frames
Conservatories
• Cladding
• Gutters, Soffits and Fascias
•
•

You choose cleaned with our
Heated Pure Water system with
High– Reach capability or
traditional method both
delivering outstanding cleaning
results

We also provide the following services:
Gutter Clearance, Solar Panel Cleaning, Roof Moss Removal,
Pressure Washing and much more...

Christmas traditions., some are sweet and some odd
The way that families give their history a nod
Like watching “The Queen” with tears in their eyes
12

Sam 07966 029 770 or Fred 07811 205 805
@4seasonscsteam
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www.4-seasonscleaning.org

Biggin Hill Residents
Association
‘Working for the Community’
Founded in1934

News Round Up from the Committee
Hi Everyone!
What a year it was last year! In October we were delighted to be
able to hold our first AGM in two years and we’ve been able to
meet face to face for our monthly committee meeting for quite a
few months now. Who knew two years ago that life would be so
different? Let’s hope we’re over the worst now. In the meantime,
here’s what we’ve been up to in the last few months.
Biggin Hill Carnival 4 September
What a fantastic day it was! So many stalls and activities to enjoy.
We pitched up with our gazebo and were overjoyed to sign up so
many new members and thank you to those of you that bought
our branded goods. The profit we make, all goes to swell our
coffers. Incidentally, we have a new line in jute shopping bags.
They’re only £5, so look out for our pop up shop and drop by to
purchase one, or contact us for details of these and other branded
‘Biggin’ gifts.

Litter Pick
It was a pleasure to work alongside the Friends of the Park on 13
November to make sure the village was clean and tidy in time for
the Remembrance Day Parade. Thank you to everyone who
helped – it’s much appreciated.
Poppies
Thank you to everyone who gave so generously to our ‘sponsor a
poppy’ appeal. We collected a whopping £1200 which will be
winging its way to The Royal British Legions Poppy Appeal. Our
community was well represented at the Main Road War Memorial
for the annual Act of Remembrance on Sunday 14 November,
where David Haslam laid a wreath on behalf of Biggin Hill
Residents Association.
Waitrose
Our friends at Waitrose have generously donated £500 to be used
to support environmental activities. We’ve spent some of the
money to purchase litter pickers which we’re sure will come in use
in the coming months. Please let us know if you’ve ideas of how
the remainder can be spent.
Finally, if you know of a local group or organisation that could
benefit from a donation or indeed our help, then please get in
touch. Email us at admin@bigginhillresidentsassociation.co.uk or
by phoning Peter on 07763 215037.

AGM 20 October
Despite the awful weather that evening, an enthusiastic group met
at the New Life Church to hear about community events of the
past two years.

For all your floral
requirements

FLORIST
A personal service at a
competitive price!

The Bob Shekyls Achievement Award was presented to a young
lady, Connie Smith, for not only winning her own battle against
anxiety and associated illness, but raising awareness in our
community, as well as raising a great deal of money to help other
youngsters in a similar position.

Lily of the
Valley
309, Main Road (opposite St.
Winifred’s Road)
Biggin Hill TN16 3JJ

We were delighted to welcome Ray Bushell from the Biggin Hill
Heritage Hangar, who gave an amazing talk telling us about the
work they undertake to restore Spitfires and other WWII aircraft.
14

01959 571445
www.lily-of-the-valley.co.uk
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ADVERTISE HERE!
An ad in full colour costs from
just £55 per year.
2600 copies of the Moving
Church News are distributed in
Biggin Hill every 2 months
Provide your own material or we will
design an ad. for you

Contact Neil for more details
01959 700815
neil.walkerz@gmail.com

Why 200 million Orthodox Christians celebrate Christmas in January
The Gregorian calendar, also known as the Western or Christian calendar, is the
most widely used calendar in the world today. Its predecessor, the Julian
calendar, was replaced because it did not correctly reflect the actual time it
takes the Earth to circle once around the Sun, known as a tropical year.
Over the centuries since its introduction in 45 BCE, the Julian calendar had
gradually drifted away from astronomical events like the spring equinox and the
winter solstice. To make up for this error and get the calendar back in sync with
the astronomical seasons, a number of days had to be dropped when the
Gregorian calendar was adopted.
Pope Gregory XIII decreed in 1582 that 10 days be removed when switching to
the Gregorian calendar. However, only five countries adopted the new calendar
system that year—namely, Italy, Poland, Portugal, Spain, and most of France.
Since the discrepancy between the Julian calendar year and the astronomical
seasons kept growing over time in the centuries that followed, more days had to
be removed in countries that switched to the Gregorian calendar in later years.
The US, Canada, and the UK removed 11 days in 1752; Japan cut the year
1872 short by 12 days; and some countries, such as Russia, Greece, and
Turkey, switched calendars as late as the early 20th century, so they had to omit
13 days
Year of
Days
Country
Switch
Removed
1582
France (most areas), Italy, Poland, Portugal, Spain 10 days
1583
Austria, Germany (Catholic states)
10 days
1587
Hungary
10 days
1610
Germany (Prussia)
10 days
Germany
(Protestant
areas),
Switzerland
1700
10 days
(Protestant areas)
United States (most areas), Canada (most areas), 11 days
1752
United Kingdom (and colonies)
1873
1916
1918
1923
1926/1927
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Japan
Bulgaria
Estonia, Russia
Greece
Turkey

12 days
13 days
13 days
13 days
13 days

The delay in switching meant that countries followed different calendar
systems for a number of years.
The Calendar (New Style) Act 1750 introduced the Gregorian calendar to the
British Empire, bringing Britain into line with most of Western Europe.
Its introduction was not straightforward. It meant that the year 1751 was a short
year, lasting just 282 days from 25th March (New Year in the Julian
calendar) to 31st December. The year 1752 then began on 1 January.
There remained the problem of aligning the calendar in use in England with that
in use in Europe. It was necessary to correct it by 11 days: the ‘lost days’. It was
decided that Wednesday 2nd September 1752 would be followed by Thursday
14th September 1752.
People were also unhappy and suspicious at the moving of saint’s days and holy
days, including the date of Easter. Many people also objected to the imposition
of what they saw as a ‘popish’ calendar.
Not everyone was unhappy about the new calendar. According to W.M. Jamieson in his book, ‘Murders Myths and Monuments of North Staffordshire’, there
is a tale about one William Willett of Endon. Always keen on a joke, he apparently wagered that he could dance non-stop for 12 days and 12 nights. On the
evening of September 2nd 1752, he started to jig around the village and continued all through the night. The next morning, September 14th by the new calendar, he stopped dancing and claimed his bets!
Confused? So were many people when they experienced the changes.
Not to worry you but there is a move afoot to abandon the Gregorian calendar
and adopt a new one- to change dates such as the start of the academic and tax
year to January 1st.
At present approximately 200 million Orthodox Christians celebrate Christmas
Day on January 7th in accordance with the date set out in the Julian calendar. If
you are lucky, like me, you can experience two Christmases; one in
December and one in January.
Aleks Budimir
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Church Registers
FUNERALS
“The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, His
compassion never fails; every morning they are renewed”

• mowing
• weeding
• digging
• planting
• pruning
• hedge trimming
• pressure washing

afeguard
THE PEST CONTROL PEOPLE

YOURLOCAL FRIENDLY COMPANY

Patrick Joseph Mulready (RAF Chapel)
William “Bill” Pavitt
Dennis Isaac Thompson
Phyllis Joan Crisp
Leonard Hector Freddi
Peter Arthur Stock
John Joseph “Sean” Smyth
Rose Lilian Page

24hr
24hr
Emergency
Emergency
Plumbing
Plumbing
&
&
Heating
Heating
Service
Service

BURIAL OF ASHES
Lily Betty Joan Cooper
Edgar “Ed” William Oldfield

Registered
Showers
Registeredinstaller
installerf orofAQUILISA
Aquilisa Showers
Alltypes
ty pesofof WATER
WATER TREATMEN
T
All
TREATMENT
And DRAIN work
DRAIN WORK
All ty pesand
of PLUMBING
& HEATING
SERVICING
of GAS BOILERS
All types
of PLUMBING
& HEATING
sav ing onofheating
costs
SERVICING
GAS BOILERS

Saving heating costs

Flowers for Church

DAVID RUDD
& SON

If you would like to make a
donation towards the cost of
flowers in church for a
particular week, to mark an
anniversary or a special
event, please contact either
Caroline Budimir on 01959
576093 or the Parish Office
on 01959 577816

MIPMIP.RP
RP

PEST CONTROL
WASPS/FLEAS/ANTS
Contact us on
(01959) 565777

Registered
RegisteredPlumber
Plumber

Tel: 01959 577072
Mobile: 07831 641664
GAS
SAFE
REGISTERED
CORGI
REGISTERED
Established 32 years

info@safeguardpestcontrol.co.uk
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Another RAF Museum:
The Air Defence Radar Museum.
I had heard about this museum when I previously visited Norfolk,
and I was pleased to be able to make a visit (before lockdown!).
The museum is located at RAF Neatished, north of Norwich, and
near Horning, Norfolk NR12 8YB. Part of my interest in radar was
because I was working on a biography of Sir Godfrey Hounsfield,
the inventor of CT scanning, who had worked with radar when he
was serving in the RAF in the Second World War. The CT scanner revolutionised medical care, and many will remember the CAT
scanner appeal in the 1980s at the old Farnborough Hospital.
James Ambrose, who was the radiologist who worked so closely
with Hounsfield, was born in South Africa. On his 18th birthday
Ambrose volunteered to become a pilot in the South African Air
Force, and from 1941 to 1945 flew Spitfires with the Royal Air
Force, in the Middle East, Italy and southern France. It’s also interesting that Ian Donald, the medical ultrasound pioneer, became interested in radar when he was in the Medical Branch of
the RAF from 1942 to 1946!
The RAF established a radar unit at Neatished in 1941, and their
museum has a good exhibition of radar from the 1940s. The unit
was in action in WW2, and also during the Cold War. In the “Daventry Experiment” of 1935, Watson-Watt had shown that radio
waves could be used to detect aircraft, and the series of Chain
Home (CH) radar stations that were built along the coast and
were to have such a crucial role in the summer of 1940 are described. The radar system was first called RDF (Radio Direction
Finding) which was replaced by the American expression RADAR
(Radio Detection And Ranging in 1942. The chain of stations that
were set up, had the Fighter Controllers housed in a concrete
Operations Room at Neatished, called the Happidrome. The data
was passed from the instrumentation and then plotted onto
Fighter and General Situation Tables. The map on the table at
Neatished shows the position of Biggin Hill RAF station clearly
marked, and also the nearby West Malling station. The demonstrations were well done and there was a large amount of apparatus displayed in the museum. It was interesting to see the types
of equipment that would have been familiar to the young Godfrey
Hounsfield.
20

Also of interest are the displays relating to the Cold War when
nuclear war seemed imminent. The Cold War operations room is
preserved intact. There is a reconstruction of a Royal Observer
Corps Nuclear Reporting Post. There were 800 of these underground bunkers scattered across the country with the task of relaying initial information of a nuclear attack. The Royal Observer
Corps stood down as recently as 1991. Close to the reconstructed
Nuclear Reporting Post there is a small exhibition of radiation
monitoring equipment and personal dosimeters that were to be
used in the event of a nuclear attack.
The museum is well worth a visit, and there are 24 exhibition
rooms to visit! www.radarmuseum.co.uk
Reading: Godfrey Hounsfield: Intuitive Genius of CT. (2012)
Bates S, Beckmann E, Thomas AMK, Waltham R. London: The
British Institute of Radiology
Adrian Thomas

Radar Research Flying Unit badge
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The young Godfrey Hounsfield
in the RAF

• Gas Safe Registered

• DBS Checked

• Boiler & Gas Appliance Servicing
• Boiler Breakdown Repairs
• Boiler Swaps
• System Upgrades
• Unvented Hot Water Servicing
• Landlord Gas Safety Certificates
• General Plumbing

PILATES
At the W.I Hall, Biggin Hill
Tuesday 2pm
For those of you who want to have a
pilates workout, in a relaxed environment.
Laughter encouraged and we try to have a
bit of a workout too!. Ideal exercise to
increase flexibility and ability, often
recommended by osteopaths and
physiotherapists.

For further details phone:
Ruth 01959 532875/07968 002590
Email: ruthjonespilates@gmail.com

Mobile
Chiropodist
Chiropody undertaken
in the comfort of
your own home

Mandy Gifford M.Inst.Ch.P
HCPC Registered

QUALIFIED SURGICAL

CHIROPODIST
PODIATRIST
St Mark’s Christmas Fair

CLARE DICKER
FSSCh DipPodMed MBChA
Registered Member of the British Chiropody &
Podiatry Ass. HPC Reg No CH21135

CLINIC
*
*
*
*
*

Evening appointments available
All aspects of foot care
Prescription Insoles (Orthotics)
Nail removal (local anaesthetic)
Nail reconstruction

01959 576161
7 Juniper Close, Biggin Hill,
Kent, TN16 3LZ
www.claredicker.co.uk

Registered Member of the Institute
of Chiropody and Podiatry

Alison and Councillor Julian Benington at the
Christmas Fair

Tel: 07944 763045
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Meet Mr Biggin Hill!
Bob Wilkinson arrived in Biggin Hill on 19th August 1961. This was
the day of his wedding. He and Gean married at Westerham church
and took up residence at 324 Main Road Biggin Hill.

being a keen Saturday night rally driver persuaded Bob to buy a
Volkswagen Beetle. He rang Ken Shepherd’s at Sidcup on behalf of
Bob and ordered a Beetle for £718. Bob explained this model was
popular with members of motor clubs for example Sevenoaks District
Motor Club and Sporting VW Club. The 750 Motor Club was
represented by Michael and Colin Peck with Mike Street.
At this point in our conversation, Bob
produced a silver cup, with the
engraving ‘S.D.M.C. 1961 Fleabite Rally
R. Wilkinson.’ Let’s hope he kept to the
local speed limit!

Bob and Gean had met at the Victor Silvester School of Ballroom
Dancing in Bromley High Street – now the premises of Wilko,
previously a cinema. Their new home is where Bob lived for some 55
years. It was a mere 5 minute walk to the Fox and Hounds.
Back then, motor vehicle tyre quality
was much inferior to what we enjoy
today. He recalls several vehicles which
never made it safely round the bend
on Main Road beyond St Winifred’s
Road. Casualties included a doubledecker bus and a fire engine, but not
on the same day! This stretch of road,
by the way, has always had a 30mph
maximum.
Bromley Council had intended to widen
the road at this point, but the land to
the south was part of the Chevening
Estate, owned by Lord Stanhope (7th Earl Stanhope).Lord Stanhope
objected to releasing the land, but died in 1967 before the deal was
formalised, thus delaying the project.
Farmer Hallam was the tenant farmer at the time, growing good
quality strawberries on that field. The regular evening lorry run took
the fresh crop up to Covent Garden. Strawberries were also grown by
Jack Tremaine on Mead Farm, next to the Black Horse. The
farmhouse, Mead House, backed onto what became Magnolia Drive
and the new estate. Bob recalls that in its heyday a man’s hourly
wage was the price of a box of strawberries! But it wasn’t just men
who did the picking. Some women including the gypsy girls living
next to the Fox and Hounds joined the team workers.
Biggin Hill was a popular destination for cyclists; few went as far as
Westerham as there were several tea-rooms and refreshment venues
here.
In 1960 Bob had started work at Key Glassworks in New Cross. He’d
ordered a brand new Ford Popular at Dagenham Motors, Woolwich.
While awaiting its delivery, the chief draughtsman at the glassworks
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In 1960s Westerham there had always
been a major carnival. The assembly
area was Madan Road. Bob’s Beetle was an ideal vehicle to carry a
display, with wooden posts coming up from front and rear bumpers,
with a long platform sitting on his roofrack. One year his car proudly
carried a tableau of the Channel Tunnel, about 30 years before it was
opened! He’d lined it with brick wallpaper, a cut-out of a ferry named
The Lord Warden. On the front was the word Entrée. Gean walked
ahead in a slinky French outfit and her French poodle. At the back
was the word Entrance, and Gean’s brother with bowler hat,
briefcase and newspaper under his arm. Bob remembers it was quite
a sensation in the town, and also mentioned the return journey to
324 Main Road, display still intact, when he overtook another car on
Westerham Hill!
Bob then produced a second item, a cup
engraved ‘Hillsiders Youth Club Mrs Barnes
Cup’. Somehow in the early 60s the
Hillsiders Youth Club had got involved in the
occasionally held Biggin Hill carnival.
Orpington MP Eric Lubbock presented the
trophy, which for some reason Bob still
keeps!
Later the Biggin Hill Round Table organised
The Biggin Hill Thing. Another event was
named the Biggin Hill Wild West Whoopee, held on Brickyard Farm,
Jail Lane. Star attraction of the day was Diana Dors, a big name at
the time!
A few years later It’s a Knockout was added to the usual stalls in the
Recreation Ground. For this event, water was needed. It happened to
be a year of water shortage. A very large swimming tub was kindly
filled by the fire brigade. A big attraction was the pillow fight on a
slippery telegraph pole suspended above the water. He remembers
two teenage girls helping on the Conservative Association stall. On
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seeing contestants slipping into the water, the two girls dashed home
and returned in their swimsuits to take part in the pillow fight. The
winning team of this competition were the Conservatives! At the end
of the show, to people’s dismay, the fire brigade emptied the
thousands of gallons of water onto the grass.
In 1990, the 50th anniversary of the Battle of Britain, various people
were drawn in to mark this special year. Unsurprisingly, Bob got
involved. There were about three events per day for a period of two
weeks, for example flower displays, first
aid training, and sports events. In
subsequent years the Festival was
slimmed down but kept going every year
under Bob’s direction, which he managed
for 25 years. In the early years there
was a street procession all the way
from the airport via Aperfield Road
to the Rec.
Bob’s other local memories include
The Big Teapot tearooms which used
to stand on the corner where Tesco
is now. There are apparently photos
of RAF teams who, for a dare,
snatched the large teapot from
outside! On the Pantiles Bertie Miller
ran the hardware shop where H.
Lilley now stands. This was the only
place in the village that sold screws, glass – or teapots. Further along
Main Road on the corner of Jail lane was the site of the Nightingale
Café, which had operated during the war. From Squires’ car park
there was a gate leading through to South Camp, now the industrial
estate, and the original chapel.
Bob has been involved in two places of Christian worship, St Mark’s
and St George’s Chapel. Gean along with Rose Page organised the
Women’s Fellowship at St Mark’s. Gean spent many years doing
voluntary work in the area, and died in 2013. He remembers the
Tuesday night lectures in the St George’s Room organised by Stan
and Joyce Pomfret – highly popular, especially the talk on UFOs!
Bob has been a trailblazer. He retired from his company’s office,
General Metal Constructions, in 2002 but then worked from home for
10 years. With his familiar chuckle, he modestly mentioned that in
2008 he received the Mayor of Bromley’s Award, recognising his
‘many years of unstinting voluntary service to the people of the
London Borough of Bromley.’
Well done Bob for all you’ve done and all you continue to do!
Mark Newman
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TREASURED OBJECT
On the sideboard in my hall stands a little battered copper kettle. It must have
cost very little when it was new, but it holds a strong message for me.
In the late 1800s my grandfather's cousin was left a widow with four children.
The scourge of tuberculosis had robbed her of the breadwinner and her health,
so she decided to emigrate to Canada to give her children a better healthier life
than in London.
Somehow, my grandfather raised £100 to pay for their passage and to help
her survive, though he was not a rich man. My grandmother gave her the little
copper kettle for luck and as a useful object in whatever home cousin could
make. The family did well in Canada due, no doubt, to their courage and
fortitude. Alec, one of the sons became a doctor; Horace went into farming
and became a successful business man.
In the 1930s one of the family came back to see my grandparents; the cousin
had died and in her will instructed that the £100 loan be returned in gratitude
to my grandfather and the little copper kettle to cross the Atlantic again, back
to its original home.
I treasure that little kettle for the example it shows of the triumph of faith and
determination, courage and endeavour over adverse circumstances. It also
reminds me of debts repaid and happy reunions of families parted for years.
Before and after the second World Wars Alec, his wife and daughter and his
brother Horace visited us several times to renew family links.

Christingle Service

A human Christingle!

Margaret Howe

Christmas Tree Festival
Our thanks to all those who took part in our Festival
Victory House
St. Mark’s Youngsters
Biggin Hill Allotments
St. Mark’s Music Group
Friends of St Georges
BH Hor�cultural Society
Biggin Hill Library
Biggin Hill Community Care
Mears Funerals
St Mark’s Toddlers
Councillors
New Life Church
Friends of the Park
WI
Men/Women in Sheds
Norheads Surgery
Sandra Bashford
Margaret Gallagher*
Chiropodist
Ann Palin
Art Group
Sandy Toescra�
Janet Herd*
St. Mark’s Bellringers
Caroline Budimir*
St. Mark’s Choir
Biggin Hill Guides
Biggin Hill Brownies
* From last year
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Preparing the Christingles

Christmas Day Service
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NUMBERS
COMMUNITYTELEPHONE
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Age UK - Bromley & Greenwich
0208 315 1850
Benefit Enquiry Line
0800 88 22 00
Biggin Hill Aperfield W.I.
01959 571360
Biggin Hill Blind Club
01959 572817
Biggin Hill Community Care Association
01959 577400
Biggin Hill Computer Club
bhcc.club@gmail.com
Biggin Hill Councillors: Melanie Stevens
07900 171266
Julian Benington
07777 604330
Biggin Hill Evening W.I.
01959 700973
Biggin Hill Horticultural Society
01959 575799
Biggin Hill Musical Theatre Company
01959 701829
Biggin Hill Residents Association 07763 215037
Biggin Hill Rangers, Guides, Brownies and Rainbows
01959 575717
Biggin Hill Romanian Group
07802 575417
Biggin Hill Society
01959 572569
Biggin Hill Scout Group
07983 447721
Bromley Council – Office Hours
0208 464 3333
Bromley Council - Emergency out of hours
0300 303 8671
Bromley Social Services - Emergencies only
0203 036 1574
Bromley Assoc. for People with Disabilities (BATH)
0208 663 3345
Childline (confidential helpline for children)
0800 1111 (24 hr)
Citizen’s Advice Bureau (Bromley)
0208 315 1940
Community Links, Bromley
0208 315 1900
Crimestoppers
0800 555 111
Dial-a-Ride (For registration and enquiries)
0343 222 7777
Doctor’s Surgeries –
Stock Hill Surgery
01959 580011
Norheads Lane Surgery
01959 574488
Domestic Violence - 24hr Helpline
0808 2000 247
Electrical power cut - to be connected to the local network operator 105
FOAL Farm (Friends of Animals League)
01959 572386
GAS Emergency 24 hr freephone
0800 111 999
National Childbirth Trust (Biggin Hill)
01959 572209 or 01959 701765
New Life Church
01959 571667
NHS help line when you need medical advice
111
Police: Non Emergency Reporting
101
Local Safer Neighbourhood Team:
020 8721 2820
Princess Royal University Hospital
01689 863000
St. Mark’s Parish Office
01959 577816
St. George’s Memorial Chapel
01959 570353
Schools - Biggin Hill Primary
01959 575846
Charles Darwin Secondary
01959 574043
Cudham Primary
01959 572673
Oaklands Primary
01959 573963
Tatsfield Primary
01959 577356
Samaritans (Local branch) - 01689 833 000
24 hr - 08457 90 90 90
Textphone for hard of hearing
08457 90 91 92
Spitfire Youth Centre
01959 574835
St. John Ambulance
01959 701281
Thames Water
0845 920 0800
Trading Standards Rogue Traders Rapid Response
07903 852 090
Valley Hall Community Association
01959 573917/570020
Victim Support Scheme
0208 776 7071
Westerham Hill Baptist Church
01732 867516

The Next Moving Church News
Copy Deadline - 11th March
Publishing Date - 27th March

The Moving Church News is published every two months. For more
information or for advertisement enquiries please contact Neil Walker neil.walkerz@gmail.com - 01959 700815 or through the Parish Office
Contributions are welcome especially from local community groups or
schools. Please contact Neil as above.

Keeping up with everything at St. Mark’s.
If you want to receive a regular email giving all of the details of
events and services at St. Mark’s please send your details to
Chris Walker. Her email is chrissy.walkerz@gmail.com. Your
email address will not be passed on to anyone else.

Photo acknowledgements: With the exception of those
on pages 21 and 26, all photos were taken by Mark
Newman.
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W. UDEN & SONS LTD
INDEPENDENT FAMILY OWNED
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
MONUMENTAL MASONS

Est. 1881
186 Main Road, Biggin Hill
Tel: 01959 573130
(24hr answer service)

OFFERING A FULL SERVICE
PREPAID FUNERALS AVAILABLE
PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST
on the premises
Continuing to build on the family
traditions of personal and caring
service for over 100 years in the
area
We are always available to visit you personally to
make any necessary arrangements in the privacy of
your own home.
Branches at Petts Wood, Sidcup, Eltham,
Dulwich, Bexleyheath & Camberwell
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