A Service of the Word for Eastertide
Welcome
Preparation
Alleluia: Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed: alleluia!
Every one lights a candle
O Lord, open our lips
and our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
In your resurrection, O Christ,
let heaven and earth rejoice. Alleluia.
The night has passed and the day lies open before us;
let us pray with one heart and mind.
Silence is kept
As we rejoice in the gift of this new day,
so may the light of your presence, O God,
set our hearts on fire with love for you;
now and forever.
Amen.
Music
The Collect
Let us pray that we may walk the risen life of Christ in glory.
Risen, ascended Lord, as we rejoice at your triumph, fill your Church on earth with
power and compassion, that all who are estranged by sin may find forgiveness and
know your peace, to the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles:
Acts 1:6-14
This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Anthem
Alleluia, alleluia. Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful people and kindle
in them the fire of your love.
Alleluia
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
John 17:1-11
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Reflection
Kaddish
Magnified and sanctified be the great name of God
in the world which he created according to his will.
May he establish his kingdom in your life and in your days,
and in the lifetime of all his people:
quickly and speedily may it come; and let us say Amen
Blessed be God for ever.
Blessed, praised and glorified, exulted, extolled and honoured,
magnified and lauded be the name of the Holy One; blessed be God.
Though he be hight above all the blessings and hymns, praises and consolations,
which are uttered in the world; and let us say Amen.
Blessed be God for ever.
May their be abundant peace from heaven
and life for us and for all people; let us say Amen.
Blessed be God for ever.
Prayer of a Jewish mourner

Reflection
Affrimation of Faith
Let us affirm, together our common faith in Jesus Christ.
Do you believe and trust in God the Father,
source of all being and life,
the one for whom we exist?
I believe and trust in him.
Do you believe and trust in God the Son,
who took our human nature,
died for us and rose again?
I believe and trust in him.
Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit,
who gives life to the people of God
and makes Christ known in the world?
I believe and trust in him.
This is the faith of the Church.
This is our faith.
We believe and trust in one God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
The Peace
God has made us one in Christ. He has set his seal upon us and, as a pledge of what
is to come, has given the Spirit to dwell in our hearts. Alleluia.
The peace of the risen Christ be always with you:
and also with you. Alleluia.
Prayers
We pray to Jesus who is present with us to eternity.
This response may be used: Lord, in your mercy; hear our prayer.

The Lord’s Prayer
Rejoicing in God’s new creation, let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has
taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory for ever and ever. Amen.
Music
Conclusion
Alleluia. Christ is risen.
He is risen indeed. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
He has given us new life and hope by raising Jesus from the dead.
God has claimed us as his own.
He has brought us out of darkness.
He has made us light to the world.
Alleluia. Christ is risen.
He is risen indeed. Alleluia.
Blessing
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, through the power
of the Holy Spirit: and the blessing….
Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

Acts 1: 6-14
So when they had come together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is this the time when you
will restore the kingdom to Israel?’ He replied, ‘It is not for you to know the times or
periods that the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power
when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’
When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took
him out of their sight. While he was going and they were gazing up towards
heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said, ‘Men of
Galilee, why do you stand looking up towards heaven? This Jesus, who has been
taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into
heaven.’
Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near
Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away. When they had entered the city, they went
to the room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and
Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus,
and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. All these were constantly devoting
themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother of
Jesus, as well as his brothers.

John 17:1-11
After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said, ‘Father, the
hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, since you have
given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given
him. And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus
Christ whom you have sent. I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you
gave me to do. So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I
had in your presence before the world existed.
‘I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They
were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they
know that everything you have given me is from you; for the words that you gave
to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I
came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. I am asking on their
behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you
gave me, because they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have
been glorified in them. And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the
world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you
have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.

