Bible Readings for Sunday 31 January 2021
– Presentation of Christ in the Temple
Psalm 111
1

Praise the LORD.[b] I will extol the LORD with all my heart in the council of the
upright and in the assembly. 2 Great are the works of the LORD; they are
pondered by all who delight in them. 3 Glorious and majestic are his deeds,
and his righteousness endures forever. 4 He has caused his wonders to be
remembered; the LORD is gracious and compassionate. 5 He provides food for
those who fear him; he remembers his covenant forever. 6 He has shown his
people the power of his works, giving them the lands of other nations. 7 The
works of his hands are faithful and just; all his precepts are trustworthy. 8 They
are established for ever and ever, enacted in faithfulness and uprightness. 9 He
provided redemption for his people; he ordained his covenant forever— holy
and awesome is his name.
10
The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; all who follow his precepts
have good understanding. To him belongs eternal praise.
Habakkuk 2: 1-13
I will stand at my watch and station myself on the ramparts; I will look to see
what he will say to me, and what answer I am to give to this complaint.[a]
2
Then the LORD replied: “Write down the revelation and make it plain on
tablets so that a herald[b] may run with it. 3 For the revelation awaits an
appointed time; it speaks of the end and will not prove false.
Though it linger, wait for it; it[c] will certainly come and will not delay.
4
“See, the enemy is puffed up; his desires are not upright— but the righteous
person will live by his faithfulness[d]— 5 indeed, wine betrays him; he is
arrogant and never at rest. Because he is as greedy as the grave and like death
is never satisfied, he gathers to himself all the nations and takes captive all the
peoples. 6 “Will not all of them taunt him with ridicule and scorn, saying,
“‘Woe to him who piles up stolen goods and makes himself wealthy by
extortion! How long must this go on?’ 7 Will not your creditors suddenly arise?
Will they not wake up and make you tremble? Then you will become their
prey. 8 Because you have plundered many nations, the peoples who are left will
plunder you. For you have shed human blood; you have destroyed lands and
cities and everyone in them. 9 “Woe to him who builds his house by unjust
gain, setting his nest on high to escape the clutches of ruin! 10 You have plotted
the ruin of many peoples, shaming your own house and forfeiting your life.
11
The stones of the wall will cry out, and the beams of the woodwork will
echo it. 12 “Woe to him who builds a city with bloodshed and establishes a
town by injustice! 13 Has not the LORD Almighty determined that the people’s
labour is only fuel for the fire, that the nations exhaust themselves for nothing?

Mark 1: 21-28
21
They went to Capernaum, and when the Sabbath came, Jesus went into the
synagogue and began to teach. 22 The people were amazed at his teaching,
because he taught them as one who had authority, not as the teachers of the
law. 23 Just then a man in their synagogue who was possessed by an impure
spirit cried out, 24 “What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you
come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God!”
25
“Be quiet!” said Jesus sternly. “Come out of him!” 26 The impure spirit shook
the man violently and came out of him with a shriek.
27
The people were all so amazed that they asked each other, “What is this? A
new teaching—and with authority! He even gives orders to impure spirits and
they obey him.” 28 News about him spread quickly over the whole region of
Galilee.

