Weekly Newsletter 30th September 2022
Headteacher's Bulletin
This week got off to a fantastic start with the visit from KAPLA Clubs UK. The intent of this whole school
event was to give children the opportunity to develop their scientific understanding of forces end
engineering by incorporating art and design alongside mathematical concepts. This is often called STEM.
Each class had their own session in the hall with the aim of producing one giant city made out of
wooden blocks. Your child’s class focus and involvement will be explained in their class sections below. I
must say the final outcome was incredibly impressive! An added outcome of this activity was the
collaboration and team building skills that is required to create such a vast display. Thank you to the
parent volunteers that enabled this to be a success.

Our midday supervisors are finding that quite a lot of uniform, especially jumpers, are unnamed. This
makes it difficult to return lost items to the right child. Please can all parents and carers check their
child’s uniform to see if it is clearly named. When the cold winter weather arrives, please name all hats,
scarves and gloves!

I wish you a happy weekend

Governor Update

Governor's would like to take this opportunity to welcome staff, parents and children back to
Haslingfield for the academic year 2022/2023. We have already been very busy participating in the
Schools Inset Day on 1st September 2023 where the focus was 'Our School Values' and 'Behaviour'.
Governors held their first Full Governing Body (FGB) meeting on 21st September and are in the process
of reviewing the school's strategic plan. As always, at the commencement of the academic year and as

part of our first FGB, the membership is reviewed. We would like to take this opportunity as we present
our new membership for this academic year to say a fond and very grateful farewell to Mrs Janet
Reinemann from the United Charities, a local resident and committed volunteer who has held several
terms of office over the years to ensure that Haslingfield Endowed Primary School provided high quality
education and recently steered the Resources Committee to ensure a balanced budget and critically
action in managing premises issues. I am sure I speak on behalf of the school community in saying thank
you.
We look forward to supporting the school and in meeting staff, parents and children throughout the
year as we undertake our roles and attend events.
Paula Durrant
Chair of Governors

Diary Dates

October
•

Wednesday 5th Cherry Tree Parents Information Event

•

Thursday 6th Comberton Village College Open Evening - Year 6

•

Wednesday 12th Year 5 and 6 Residential Trip Launch

•

Friday 14th Community Day

•

Tuesday 18th Reception 2023 Open Day session 9.30am

•

Friday 21st Harvest Festival

•

HALF TERM HOLIDAY: 24th to 28th October

•

Monday 31st Diversity Day

November

•

Tuesday 1st Individual School Photographs

•

Thursday 3rd Reception 2023 Open Day sessions 3.45pm and 5.30pm

•

Monday 7th Flu Immunisations

•

Tuesday 8th Open classroom 15:30

•

Friday 11th Beech Class Assembly

•

Tuesday 15th Parent Meetings

•

Wednesday 16th Parent Meetings

•

W/C Mon 21st Bikeability level 2 - Year 6

•

Friday 25th Oak Class Assembly

Important Notices

SEND Information Report
Our new SEND report is now available. If you would like to learn more about the work we do in this area
please follow the link on our website.
SEND Information
School Lunch Debt
We would ask all parents in KS2 to ensure their child's dinner money balance remains in credit. This
balance should be visible on your MCAS app where payment can also be made. If you are having any
problems with the app please come to the office where we will be able to help.

PTFA

The PTFA hope to see many of you tonight at the Comedy Night, it should be a great night.
We have set a date for the PTFA annual general meeting- October 13th at 8pm on Zoom (details to
follow). Please save the date to join. We have ambitious fundraising plans this year to help purchase
new School iPads and support improvements to the Early Years playground. We'll therefore need all the
support we can get from our wonderful parents and the AGM is a great opportunity to learn more.
The School will be hosting a Community Day on 14th October where the PTFA will be serving
refreshments. Thank you to those who have already volunteered to bake or help serve drinks. We could
still do with donations of cakes/ biscuits on the day and if anyone is able to donate an hour to help,
please let us know.
Get in touch: ptfahaslingfield@gmail.com

Dates for your diary:
•

Thursday 13th October 8pm PTFA AGM (Zoom)

•

Friday 14th October- School Community Day- PTFA refreshments

•

Saturday 26th November- PTFA quiz night

Football

The school football team won their opening fixture against Harston and Newton, 5-2 thanks to goals
from Josh (3), Oscar and an own goal. Despite only two training sessions beforehand and 8 players
making their debut, the team showed great energy and togetherness, coming from a goal down and
then pushing on and scoring 3 without a reply. Unluckily we conceded a goal at the end of the first half,
giving us a narrow 3-2 lead at half time. The team built on their strong first half performance and
proceeded to score 2 more times in the second half whilst also defending brilliantly to maintain the
three goal lead.
A massive well done to the whole team: Daniel, Tommy, William, Tom, Giacomo, Elizabeth, Toby, Joe,
Stanley, Oscar, Lewis and Josh.

KAPLA Event

House Points

News from the classroom

Cherry Tree Class: Miss Busby
It was a flying start to the week with our whole school Kapla event. Cherry Tree were the first to start
the process off. They learnt how to use the Kapla bricks to carefully build houses which included
windows and a roof, before moving on to create a river running through their creations. They made a
great start to the village! Cherry Tree were super focused and their listening skills were spot on. We ’re
extremely proud of you Cherry Tree!

In English this week, our class book has been ‘Funny Bones’. We have focused on the characters of the
book and made a character profile for a chosen character. Children gave their character a name, likes
and dislikes and a favourite place to visit. Their ideas have been very imaginative and they have included
some great details. We used these to compare differences and similarities. We discussed how everybody
is different not just in our class but around the world. The children were excellent at recognising how
they were different from others and how this should be cele brated. We have also looked at character
speech and how speech bubbles are sometimes included in books. The children were brilliant at noticing
the speech bubbles around our classroom walls with things they have said throughout their learning.
They used these ideas to choose a page of the book to create a piece of speech for each character.

In Maths, we have been looking at matching items. Children compared items which were the same or
similar to each other and noticed items which were different from each other and therefore did not
match. Children also explored collecting objects by sorting into sets based on attributes such as colour,
size or shape. They practised sorting different objects into groups and described the attributes of each
group.

In Science and Topic, children explored skeletons and parts of the body. They were able to confidently
identify different parts of their own body and transferred their knowledge in a group activity which
involved matching the body part to the skeleton model. The children loved their art this week and
practised mixing colours. They explored the colours that they could use to create new colours for the
streets in Funny Bones.

Children continue to learn and practise new sounds in their phonics lessons and are st arting to be able
to orally blend words. This week’s new sounds have been ‘i,n,m and d’. Your child may have chosen to
bring home a story book this week (independently chosen) which we encourage you to read with them
at home.

We had fun in the forest this week using tools to drill conkers and cooking campfire toast.

We look forward to seeing you next Wednesday at 3.30pm for the parent information afternoon. This is
aimed to provide parents with a deeper understanding of the learning involved in Reception .

Request:
We are trying to update our role play area in Cherry Tree Class to provide a more real life experience by
replacing pretend, toy items with real items. Therefore, we would appreciate any donations of
unwanted items such as pots, pans, utensils, kettle, toaster, cups or anything you may find in your
homes that would suit the home corner. Thank you in advance.
Next Week
In Phonics: the new sounds which will be introduced will be ‘g,o,c and k’. Children will begin daily letter
formation and guided reading sessions.
In English: we shall be looking at the book ‘The Colour Monster’ and exploring feelings and emotions.
In Maths: children will be looking at comparing amounts and making simple patterns.

Apple Tree Class: Miss Peck
Another super fun and busy week in Apple tree class!

We had a very exciting beginning of the week at our KAPLA workshop. The children created a crocodile,
a giant snake and an octopus! It was truly wonderful to see the children working together, persevering

and following the instructions so beautifully. We have lots of budding designers and builders in Apple
Tree class. Towards the end of the day, the children loved seeing the rest of the schools creation - it
really was an impressive sight!

In English, the children have been continuing their preparations to write a diary entry. The children
spent a lot of time thinking about how Boxton, the rat, was feeling when he realised that Thomas
Farriner had left the fire on overnight. The children also thought of words to describe busy London and
what Boxton would have seen if he looked out of the window. The children’s confidence when using
adjectives and verbs has been truly amazing- absolute superstars! Later on in the week, the children
thought of questions that they would like to ask Boxton, so that they could f ind out more about what
happened. The children punctuated the questions beautifully, remembering to put a question mark at
the end. They were so happy when Boxton finally returned to school and that they were able to hot seat
him and ask him their questions.

In maths, the children in year one have been learning how to find one more than and one less than a
number. They have completed practical activities and have also been completing questions in their
books. Their confidence with this has been truly impressive. In addition to this, the children have been
learning how to count on from any number using a range of resources to help them, including creating
their own number lines and using number lines in the classroom. The children in year two have been
equally busy. They have been finding different ways to partition a number into different ways and
thinking of how this number can be represented. Towards the end of the week, the children moved on
to learning about using a number line. The children looked at different number lines that had different
starting and ending points and were able to work out what the missing number was on a blank number
line by using this information. The children counted in 1’s and 10’s on the number line and were
absolutely amazing! In addition to this, the children have been completing more problem solving
activities and working hard on explaining how they know an answer and proving it.

In science, the children have been exploring the indoor and outdoor classroom looking for dif ferent
types of materials. Once they collected a range of materials, the children then sorted these materials
into their different properties. The children used some fantastic scientific vocabulary when describing
the materials.

In Spanish, the children learnt how to say their numbers in Spanish and how to say how old they are. We
are very impressed at how well they are doing in Spanish. They always participate so enthusiastically
and can recall what they have learnt in the previous lesson- Go Apple tree!

You will receive a letter next week about our Great Fire of London workshop on Wednesday 19th that
will be taking place in school. Please do let me know if you are able to help during any parts of the day.

Notice: over the next couple of weeks we will be creating our own Tudor houses. If you have any
cardboard, card or any other materials that you think would be useful then this would be gratefully
received.

Wishing you all a wonderful weekend with your families.
Next Week
In English: the children will be writing and editing their final diary entries. In addition to this, the
children will be learning and writing about how firefighters have changed since 1666 to today.
In Maths: the year one children will be comparing numbers using the greater than, less than and equals
sign, ordering numbers and gaining confidence when using the number line. The children in year two
will be estimating numbers on a number line, comparing and ordering numbers and counting in 2’s. 3’s,
5’s and 10’s.

Hawthorn Class: Miss Kimberley
In English, we have been looking at expanded noun phrases to add detail to our writing with the use of
adjectives and prepositional phrases. The children have written about Grendel attacking the great Mead
Hall of King Hrothgar from our class text, Beowulf.
In Maths, the Year 3s have been working on partitioning and flexible partitioning of numbers up to 1,000
using base ten manipulatives and models including place value grids and part-whole models.

The year 4’s have been working on partitioning and flexible partitioning of numbers up to 10,000 and
representing these using different models including place value grids and part-whole models.
The children have all been able to give their election speech to the rest of the class and the votes have
been cast and the successful candidates will be announced on Friday.
The children had a fabulous time at the Kapla Workshop as you will see from the phots and created a
very impressive railway bridge.
I wish you all a good weekend
Next Week
In English: in English, we will be focussing on using expanded noun phrases in the character descriptions
of Grendel and Beowulf.
In Maths: the Year 3 focus will finding numbers 1, 10, 100 more or less; estimating numbers on a
number line up to 1,000 and comparing and ordering numbers up to 1,000. The children will be
introduced to Roman Numerals up to 12 (XII)
The Year 4’s will be focussing on using partitioning and flexible partitioning of numbers up to 10,000;
finding numbers 1, 10, 100 and 1000 more or less; estimating numbers on a number line up to 10,000
and comparing numbers up to 10,000. The children will also do some work on Roman Numerals.

Oak Class: Mrs Noble and Mrs Williams
We had a really exciting start to the week on Monday with our whole -school Kapla event. Each class
built their own structures with Kapla. Oak Class worked together in groups showing great team work to
produce a magnificent structure making lots of towers, both round and square. They showed
determination and perseverance to complete such a complex structure and Jennifer (the Kapla teacher)
was very impressed with them, as the structure they build is usually aimed at older children. But most
of all, the children had tremendous fun!
We have continued reading the book Diver’s Daughter, focusing this week on the character of Eva. We
have looked at characters in stories, discussing if they are heroes or villains and how we can tell. We
have also looked at how we can extract information from the text and draw conclusions about a
character. We have annotated a picture of Eva and then written a character description of her.
In maths, we have continued looking at number and place value. This week we have partitioned
numbers to 10,000 for Year 4s and 1,000,000 for Year 5s. We have also found 1, 10, 100, 1000, 10000
and 100,000 more or less of a number, as well as comparing and ordering them and placing them on a
number line.
In Science we have continued our topic on properties of materials. This week our challenge was to find
the best material for a take-away coffee cup at our festival. We learnt about thermal conductors and
insulators, using this knowledge to test which material is the best at keeping liquids hot without making
the material hot and burning the person holding it. We then drew conclusions from our results.
Next Week
In English: we will be writing a diary entry for Eve in Diver’s Daughter.
In Maths: Year 4 will be rounding numbers to the nearest 10, 100 and 1,000. Year 5 will be rounding
numbers to the nearest 10, 100, 1,000, 10,000 and 100,000

Beech Class: Mr Brown
This week in Beech Class we started off the week with a very fun KAPLA session in t he afternoon. Lots of
fun was had by all and there was plenty of good communication skills and patience on show including
resilience as the children were challenged with some tricky designs.

Back in the classroom, the children moved onto the four operations of addition, subtraction,
multiplication and division in Maths, starting with some multi-step problems. The children used
highlighters and underlining to carefully extract the important information from the worded problems
and then calculated correctly based on the specific wording they encountered. We then moved onto
factors and multiples by applying our times table knowledge (alongside informal calculations to find
answers stretching beyond times tables) in order to solve problems. We will continue to practise times
tables to help build up the recall speed in class and any additional practise outside of school would be
beneficial also.

In English we concluded our sentence stacking by further embedding, direct address, comparatives,
modal verbs, alliteration, technical scientific language, precise verbs, metaphors and language of cause
and effect. These sentences will feed in to the children’s paragraphs on fun explanations, scientific

explanations and additional learning information paragraphs. Once again I have been impressed with
the children’s abilities to up-level language and restructure ideas and I am sure they will continue to feel
confident using the styles of sentences ready for next week’s non-chronological report on a slightly
different topic – the dodo!

In Science we recapped how creatures are adapted to their environments and then designed fictional
creatures to a chosen environment and included attributes as to how they were suited. Following this,
the children will write a explanation piece of writing to do with their animal.

In topic we made a World War One timeline about the events that built up to the declaration of war.
Once we had completed that, the class were given several reasons to what influenced the beginning of
war and discussed which was the biggest contributing factor.
Have a wonderful weekend everyone,
Next Week
In English: the children will complete a big write where they will apply their learnt skills to write a non chronological report on the dodo.
In Maths: the children will continue to practise multiplication and division skills as we work towards
calculating 4 digit numbers by 2 digit numbers.

PE News from JS Sports

Wednesday - Apple Tree:
Apple tree worked on the correct techniques of throwing, rolling and catching a ball into their chest.

Wednesday - Cherry Tree:
Cherry tree learned about how to work as a team and what skills are needed, including communication
and listening.

Thursday - Hawthorn:
Hawthorn worked on attackers versus defenders, with the defenders working hard to win the ball back
as efficiently as possible.

Thursday - Beech:
Beech class worked on mini matches with emphasis on attacking and how to make the most of having
the possession of the ball.

Letters home this week

MCAS Announcements
•

Netball club

•

Cross Country Club

•

Black History Month

•

National Child Measurement Programme - Reception and Yr 6

Emails

•

New Lunch Menu

Contact Us

Please direct all enquiries to the School Office at the email address below.
We will get back to you as soon as we can and ask for 3 days to action and reply.

Haslingfield Endowed Primary School
High Street
Haslingfield
Cambridge CB23 1JW
01223 870457
office@haslingfield.cambs.sch.uk

Visit us on the web at Haslingfield School
Visit us on YouTube at Haslingfield Endowed Primary School - YouTube
Follow us on Twitter @HaslingfieldEPS

