Weekly Newsletter 17th June 2022
Headteacher's Bulletin
What a scorcher! Summer has certainly arrived. The children have been very grateful for their swim
sessions this week and it has been a rather idyllic image of swimming pool smiles, blue skies and warm
summer air.
I would like to say a huge well done to our Oak class children, who have been our first ever cohort to
complete the new statutory Year 4 multiplication tests. This national assessment is completed online
and I know the children have been working hard to practise. Although the results this year wi ll not be
published I can confirm Ms Busby and I are very proud of them all.
Science week has also been a huge success. The discussions I’ve had with children (and adults) around
the school about which biscuits are best for dunking has been brilliant for inspiring scientific reasoning
and hypothesising – although not so good for the waist line with the left overs in the staff room! I know
there have been lots of other scientific experiments and inquiries going on this week too; for example
the child-made lava lamps in Cherry Tree class are fabulous and work perfectly. Thank you to Mrs
Lightfoot and Mrs Williams for leading on an engaging week to raise the profile of science.
I hope you all have a lovely weekend.

Diary Dates

June
•

Mon 20th

Y6 Deep Water Swimming (final session)

•

Tues 21st

Y4 Mini Olympics

•

Fri 24th

Sports Day and Family Picnic

•

Tues 28th

Y3, Y4 Dynamos Cricket

•

Tues 28th

Expressive Arts event

•

Wed 29th - Fri 1st Y6 Residential Trip

July
•

Mon 4th

Y6 Enterprise

•

Tues 5th

Y6 Enterprise

•

Wed 6th

KS1 Trip to Hunstanton

•

Thurs 7th

Whole School Move Up morning

•

Thurs 7th

Y6 Comberton Transition Day

•

Fri 8th

Y6 Comberton Transition Day

•

Tues 12th

Y6 Performance (Evening)

•

Wed 13th

Y6 Performance (Afternoon)

•

Wed 20th

Y6 Leavers Party

•

Fri 22nd

Y6 Leavers Assembly

•

Fri 22nd

END OF TERM

Important Notices

•

Children travelling to school

Please can we remind you that only children in Years 5 and 6 (with parental permission) are allowed to
travel to and from school on their own.

•

Morning Activity Club Parents - SAFTEY NOTICE

Please can we ask that children and siblings do not ride bikes or scoot on the school grounds as staff are
arriving into the car park at the time that you are arriving to drop children off.
We have seen children continue to use this area and staff are having difficulty accessing the car park
safely.
Thank you for your co-operation in this matter.

•

Hats and Sun cream

Please ensure that your children come to school with a water bottle, sun hat and wearing sun cream. If
they bring additional sun cream to school they will need to be able to apply this themselves.

The Big Draw 2022

MyChildAtSchool

Getting Started
1. Invitation Email to Sign Up to MCAS (MyChildAtSchool)
You should have received an email with an invitation code to redeem (via a link). Please following this
link, ideally on a PC and not a smartphone, to register for the MCAS Parent Portal.
2. Download the MCAS App
If you would like to view the MCAS Portal on your phone, there is an App available which you can then
use your login details to access.
School Code: 13043
3. Username
This is not your email address! On your original invitation email you will have received a designated
username for logging in.
There is further information on our website; My Child at School
•

Website

A PDF of the latest newsletter will continue to be made available at Haslingfield School

House Points

News from the classroom

Cherry Tree Class: Mrs Lightfoot
This week has been lots of fun with science week. We have looked at different types of scientists and
how science is all around us. The whole school took part in a biscuit dunking investigation and our
question was 'What should the gingerbread man been made of to be able to cross the river without the
help of the fox?' We talked about how to carry out a fair test and dunked different biscuits in water,
counting the number of dunks until the biscuits disintegrated. Most groups decided that the

gingerbread man might have made it across the river on his own if he'd been made of a rich tea
biscuit! We also had a go at making a lava lamp by mixing water and oil.
As well as science we have enjoyed swimming sessions and learning how to become confident in the
water and floating.
In maths we have looked at the composition of numbers (13 is made up of 1 ten and 3 ones) and have
compared and ordered numbers using the more than / less than sign.
Request:
When swimming, the children are changing independently and there are lots of clothes all in the
changing rooms at the same time. We would really appreciate you making sure that all the items the
children are wearing on a Monday and Thursday are named. Thank you.
Next week in English:
The children will be writing a set of instructions on how to prepare the perfect sports day picnic.
Next week in maths:
We will be learning about money.

Apple Tree Class: Miss Peck
Phew, what a busy and super hot week.
At the beginning of the week, the children drew and planned their ideal holiday home. They used the
examples of the holiday homes that they had previously learnt about and thought carefully about the
place that they would like their holiday home to be situated in. The children planned their persuasive
advert carefully thinking about the language that they used and whether there were going to be any
special offers! The finished holiday home adverts were truly magnificent. They were full of descriptive
language, persuasive techniques and the most amazing detail. I would definitely buy all of their holiday
homes- many of them were a real bargain too as they were less than a £1,000!
In maths, the children worked on their statistics unit when completing our dunk ing biscuit science
experiment. The children produced a tally chart with the results and then produced a pictogram and a
block diagram to present this information. In addition to this, the year one children continued their work
on place value to 100 by comparing and ordering numbers. The year two children completed some
problem solving activities linked to their previous learning.
This week, was science week. All of the classes had a very important job to do and Apple tree class were
more than happy to accept the challenge. The children needed to help the school staff as they were
having problems with dunking their biscuits at playtime- the biscuit kept falling in! As true Apple tree
superheroes they were ready to save the day. The children had to find out which biscuit was the best
dunker out of a rich tea, digestive, jammy dodger, a nice biscuit and a custard cream. The children
talked about how we would make it a fair test but testing them in the same temperature of water and

dunking them for the same period of time. The children made predictions about what would be the best
dunker and what would be the worst. Some of the children were very excited as their predictions were
right. The results were a little varied between the groups (we couldn’t fair test how they were being
dunked) but the clear winners in Apple tree class were the rich tea biscuits and the jammy dodgers! In
addition to this, the children have started their new science unit linked to animals and their habitats.
The children spent some time looking at some of the habitats around our school grounds and have
started to research about different animals around the world and the habitats that they live in.
Science was the focus of our buddy time this week and the children had the opportunity to complete the
biscuit dunking experiment with the children in their house and their buddies. They were also able to
talk about the results that they had previously found in their own classes.
The sun was glorious this week which heated our swimming pool up nicely. We moved one of our
swimming sessions to Friday this week and it truly was a wonderful way to cool off. It has been amazing
to see the children’s confidence grow in the pool and they are really starting to show us their super
swimming skills.
Next week in PSHE, we will be starting our unit on SRE. The children will be learning all about their
bodies, how they have changed since they were a baby and families and relationships. You should have
received a letter about this last week. Please do come and speak to us if you have any questions.
The children have been told about our trip to Hunstanton and we are all super excited.
Next week in English:
The children will be writing a set of instructions on how to prepare the perfect sports day picnic. In
addition to this, all of the children will spend some time recapping some of the grammatical terms and
features that they have learnt this year.
Next week in maths:
The children in year one will be moving on to their unit on money. The children in year two will be
completing a range of problem solving activities.

Hawthorn Class: Mrs Noble and Mrs Williams
What a lot exciting learning opportunities have we had, this week!
As well as continuing our swimming, it has also been Science Week. The whole school carried out
different variations of a biscuit dunking experiment. In Hawthorn we investigated which variety of
digestive (plain, milk chocolate, dark chocolate and caramel) would be the best to dunk and explained
why. We then got together with our buddies at the end of the week to share what other classes around
the school had been investigating and have one last biscuit to dunk. We also investigated how lava
lamps work and found out about different scientists. We even managed to fit an experiment into our
topic lesson – investigating how tornadoes are formed and learning about the similarities and
differences between hurricanes and tornadoes.
In English we have continued to use Ride of Passage as our inspiration to explore different grammar
elements and writing techniques that will help us to create an exciting written version of the story,
which we have started to plan ready to write next week.
In maths we have begun to investigate turns and angles within our shape unit and continued finding the
fraction of a group.
Next week in English:
We will be writing and editing our stories from other cultures.
Next week in maths:

We will be looking at and comparing angles in shape. We will be learning about equivalent fractions.

Oak Class: Miss Busby
It has been a wonderfully busy week in Oak Class per usual. The main focus this week has been the Year
4 Multiplication Check and Science Week.
I am super proud of Oak Class and their positive attitude, determination and hard work to complete
their multiplication check. The maturity seen across the class was phenomenal and they should all be
super proud of themselves! Well done Oak Class!
Children have learnt about the science week theme ‘growth’ and how growth is all around us – whether
that be in our journey of learning or in our everyday lives. They have also discovered the many different
types of scientists and understood how scientists can be a very diverse group of people. Lovely, detailed
flap books were made by the children to reflect the ‘smashing stereotypes’ second theme in science
week. In addition to this, we have continued with our States of Matter topic, whereby the children have
been learning about ‘investigating gases’ - in particular carbon dioxide. They worked extremely hard,
using their scientific enquiry skills to conduct an investigation to see which fizzy drink Maya should serve
at her party. She wanted the fizziest drink, so children carried out a fair test to investigate which fizzy
drink contained the most carbon dioxide. It turned out that three of the drinks tested were equally as
fizzy! They have also had lots of fun taking part in the whole school dunking biscuits experiment. Year 4
were set the task to test which temperature of water is best for dunking digestive biscuits. They
discovered that the ice cold water was actually the best for dunking biscuits. They had a lovely time
sharing their results with their buddies in buddy time. It has been such a delight to see such enthusiasm
from the children and some fantastic scientific language being used throughout this week.
We have also managed to squeeze English and Maths learning in too.
In English, we have continued to read The Boy who Biked the World and discovered many new places in
which Tom has visited. We have focused on Africa and the different interesting things you may find, see
or experience in the country. Children then chose a picture taken from Africa to write descriptive noun
phrases using adjectives and prepositional phrases. Some children looked at re -arranging the word order
of their sentences to show different effects. We have also refreshed our memories of the key features of
diary entries and looked specifically at Tom’s diary entries; identifying examples of ‘what works well’.
In Maths, children have recapped over how to tell the time to the nearest minute on an analogue clock.
They have also refreshed their memory of how many number of minutes in an hou r and seconds in a

minute. They’ve used this knowledge, along with their knowledge of multiplication and division to
convert between different units of time – hours, minutes and seconds.
Next week in English:
The children will planning and writing a diary entry written from Tom’s point of view.
Next week in maths:
The main focus will be looking converting between analogue and digital times using 12 hr and 24 hr
formats.

Willow Class: Miss Kimberley
It has been science week this week, and I have tried to find a’ Kitchen’ science investigations for the
class every day. We have tried some Chromatography; making paper helicopters and testing the
variables of size, weight on performance and testing the ‘dunkability’ of biscuits. It’s been great fun and
without really even realising, the children have learnt a lot

In Maths we have been looking at tenths, hundredths and thousandths as fractions and decimals;
identifying the decimal values of digits in numbers with up to 3 decimal places; understanding
thousandths; finding equivalent fractions for tenths, hundredths and thousandths, and comparing and
ordering numbers with decimals up to 3 decimal places.
In English we have been planning a persuasive text advertising a fictional holiday property/hotel/resort,
using the features of a persuasive text that we used last week and for their homework.
Next week we will beginning our Relationship and Sex Education. In Year 5 we will be learning the
correct scientific terminology for male and female external and internal organs and their functions; to
understand about the physical changes that take place at puberty, how to manage them, and to
understand that the physical changes affect people in a variety of ways and at different rates.
Also next week is Sports Day (weather permitting) and we are looking forward to welcoming parents
back to celebrate with the children.
REMINDER Please can I remind you all to return all medical forms by Monday 20th June for the
forthcoming Residential.
Have a wonderful weekend
Miss Kimberley
Next week in English:
They will use their planning to create a holiday brochure persuasive text.
Next week in maths:
We will be looking at percentages as fractions and decimals and finding equivalent fractions, decimals
and percentages.

Beech Class: Mr Brown
Wow what a busy week in Beech Class! We have had visitors from Comberton Village College and our
local vicar offering advice and support to our Year 6’s transitioning to CVC. They all relayed lots of
important information which hopefully helped ease any concerns the children may have.
The children also had another successful week of deep water swimming with the children pushing and
challenging themselves by swimming at greater depths, retrieving heavier objects from the pool floor
and some children learning to dive properly. Meanwhile in our school pool we worked on kicking and
breathing techniques.
We have had a fun science week where we have focussed on scientific enquiry skills where the children
was posed with the question whether the amount of sugar content in a type of biscuit affected the
amount of times it could be dunked. The class enjoyed the practicality of the investigation, identifying
variables, using measuring equipment and recording the data. The children wrote up their findings and
used scientific reasoning when stating their discoveries. We also busted misconceptions of what a
scientist looks like, all the different types of fields of science there are and how anyone from any
background can have the potential to be a scientist.
In Maths we solved problems related to pie chart percentages and then we used data collected from our
science investigation and presented it by drawing our own pie charts. The children recapped using
protractors to measure angles and use the percentages to determine how much angle needed to be
measured.
To everyone’s excitement the parts of the play were given out and it has been wonderful to see how
many children have begun to learn their lines. We have had a few opportunities to try out in the hall
with a make-shift stage so we know where we would need to stand and already we are seeing some
progression in our rehearsals. Great work Beech Class!

Request:
Please can all children bring in a cereal box by Wednesday next week for science as we need the
cardboard structure shape to make a periscope. It is better for it to be still box shaped rather than
flattened down.
Don’t forget:
Keep practising learning lines and songs for our end of year play!
Next week:
We will be starting SRE lessons. Over the next two weeks we will be answering:
•

What are different ways babies are conceived and born? (Sex Education)

•

What effect might puberty have on people’s feelings and emotions?

•

How can my words or actions affect how others feel, and what are my responsibilities?

•

What should adults think about before they have children?

•

Why might people get married or become civil partners?

•

What are different families like?

We will also be preparing and taking part in sports day and continuing to practise our play.
Have a lovely weekend everyone,
Mr Brown

Letters home this week

•

Year 6 Enterprise day planning

•

Expressive Arts event

•

Kingswood residential kit list and medical form

•

Various swimming notifications

•

Cherry and Apple Tree - A Day in the Forest

Contact Us

Please direct all enquiries to the School Office at the email address below.
We will get back to you as soon as we can and ask for 3 days to action and reply.

Haslingfield Endowed Primary School
High Street
Haslingfield
Cambridge CB23 1JW
01223 870457
office@haslingfield.cambs.sch.uk

Visit us on the web at Haslingfield School
Visit us on YouTube at Haslingfield Endowed Primary School - YouTube

Follow us on Twitter @HaslingfieldEPS

