Weekly Newsletter 11th November 2022
Headteacher's Bulletin
I would like to begin my bulletin this week with a note of thanks to our volunteers. It has been great to
start to see the community come into school to help in art lessons on Tuesday afternoon. The school is
really proud of its rich art curriculum, this challenges the children with aspirational projects, and we can
only continue to do this with the support of our volunteers. The school ’s Eco Club have also started work
on our Community Garden with our parent volunteer, Mrs Furtado and Mrs Williams. On Tue sday
evening I completed another round of statutory safeguarding with other volunteers who have put
themselves forward to help and I look forward to them coming into school soon to help with aspects
such as the library, 1:1 reading and support in our Early Years class. The volunteer work will really make
a difference to the school, so thank you.

On Thursday I met with representatives from the PTFA and the United Charities to discuss the plans to
redevelop the Early Years outdoor area. Working together, we are starting to gather a secure
understanding of the work to be done, the funds to be raised, and the ways in which we can recycle and
repurpose materials to bring down costs. We aim to meet with one of the outdoor specialist developers

soon for the next stage of discussions. Eventually I will be able to write to parents with details of the
project and information of the next steps.

Have a super weekend.

Diary Dates

November
•

Monday 14th Anti-Bullying week - Odd Socks Day

•

Monday 14th Parent Meetings

•

Tuesday 15th Parent Meetings

•

Friday 18th Children in Need be 'SPOTacular'

•

W/C Mon 21st Bikeability level 2 - Year 6

•

Friday 25th Oak Class Assembly

December
•

Thursday 8th Christmas Shopping Morning

•

Friday 9th Santa dash - Festive clothes

•

Friday 9th Christmas Fair - after school

•

Tuesday 13th Cherry Tree and Apple Tree Nativity Play -1:30pm

•

Wednesday 14th Cherry Tree and Apple Tree Nativity Play – 5pm.

•

Monday 19th Christmas Jumper Day and Christmas Lunch

•

Wednesday 21st Carol Concert All Saints Church

•

Wednesday 21st Last day of term

Important Notices

Children in Need - Friday 18th November
Children are invited to come into school in non-uniform and fit with our SPOTacular theme, brightly
coloured or spotty clothes.
We are suggesting a £1 donation per child, please follow the link to our fundraising page to donate
directly to Children in Need - Just Giving
Bun Day
All the children enjoyed our first Bun Day in a long time, thank you to Beech for hosti ng and bringing in
such wonderful cakes to share with the school. Please remember if you haven't done so already it would
be great if you could make a contribution to our Bun Day fundraising using the MCAS app, under
Products/All.

Cherry Tree Resource Plea
In part of redeveloping our outside area we are looking for any size of cable drums, if you have one
please let Miss Busby know and we can arrange to collect if necessary.

PTFA

Thanks to everyone for their continued support of the PTFA. We've recently been able to fund 20 new
iPads for the school, which all the children will benefit from.

It's not long to go now until The PTFA quiz on 26th November. Email: haslingfieldpubquiz@gmail.com to
secure your team before the tables all get booked up.

The PTFA will be running a Christmas Shopping morning on 8th December for the children to buy
presents for their family members. This is such a lovely event but relies on donations of gifts for it to run.
Could people therefore start getting together unwanted gifts for children and adults, and wrapping
paper, that they could bring into school on 2nd December? We're often short of gif ts for men, so please
keep an eye out for these items in particular! We will also be collecting toys and book for the Christmas
Fair on 2nd December, so why not have a pre-Christmas clear out?!
Get in touch: ptfahaslingfield@gmail.com
Dates for your diary:
•

Saturday 26th November- PTFA quiz night

•

Friday 2nd December- Christmas Shopping morning gift donations and toy/ book collection

•

Thursday 8th December- Christmas Shopping morning

•

Friday 9th December (after school)- Christmas Fair

House Points

News from the classroom

Cherry Tree Class: Miss Busby
It has been a wonderful week in Cherry Tree. This week has been focused around the celebration Diwali.
Children learnt that Hindus and Sikhs celebrate Diwali which is also known as the festival of lights. The
festival honours Lakshmi – the goddess of wealth whereby lamps are lit to help Lakshmi find her way
into people’s home. People celebrate by having a spring clean, wearing new clothes, exchanging gifts,
having meals with family and friends and putting on huge firework displays. We also looked at some
beautiful Rangoli patterns, which are made out of coloured rice, sand, flowers and paint.

Children read the story ‘Rama and Sita’ which entailed the return of Rama and Sita to Rama’s kingdom
after fourteen years of living away from their home. We had lots of detailed discussion about the book
and children were particularly interested in the evil King ‘Ravana’ who had 20 arms and 10 heads! We
created a wonderful story map together to sequence the order of events and some children decided to
draw their own story map independently. We also read the story ‘Dipal’s Diwali’ which is a beautifully
illustrated story book following Dipal and his family as they celebrate the important festival in the Hindu
calendar. Throughout the week, children worked super hard to write some wonderful captions to go
with photographs of Diwali events such as, ‘I can see fireworks, patterns and candles’.

In our topic lessons, children had tons of fun making their own diva lamps out of salt, flour and water.
They carefully mixed the elements together to form a dough, rolled this into a small ball and created an
indent in the middle where a candle could sit. The lamps were left a few days to dry before children
decorated them with paint and sequins. We ended the week by having our own super exciting Diwali
celebration, whereby children made decorations and sent special invitations to their friends. We all sat
together and enjoyed some mango juice and biscuits and left the door open to welcome the goddess of
wealth in. we shared a mindfulness moment whilst lighting a candle and ended with some spectacular
music and dancing. Happy Diwali!

In Maths, children have been learning about one more and one less. We sang the song ‘5 currant buns’
to help children understand how each time there was one less bun but one more penny in the pot. Once
children were confident with numbers up to 5, we looked at one more and one less than a number up to
10. Children enjoyed representing the currant buns and watching the concept in real life. We also
explored the number zero and how there is ‘nothing left’ or ‘all gone’. We used the song ‘5 little
monkeys jumping in the bed’ whereby, children took on the role of the 5 monkeys until we reached the
number zero. They were superb at practising writing the numbe r formation and identifying pictures
which represented zero.

This week has also been super exciting as we have introduced the songs for the nativity play to the
children and started to practice singing them with Apple Tree Class. Children have also been told which
part they will be playing in the play.

Friday forest school, bugs and bread with raspberry jam.

Don’t forget – odd socks day on Monday (the wackier the better!) and spotty clothing/accessories on
Friday for Children in Need.

Volunteer request - We unfortunately do not have enough volunteers for forest school for the
remainder of the term. If we are unable to reach the correct ratio of adults to children then we will not
be able to go, so we kindly ask for as many volunteers as possible for the remainder of the term. A
reminder of the times – 9.20 until around 11.30. Please do let myself, Mrs Chadwick or the office know if
you can spare a few hours on a Friday morning. Thank you in advance.

Next week,
In English: we shall be reading ‘Kippers Birthday’ and ‘How many sleep until my birthday’. We shall also
be focusing on activities surrounding Anti –Bullying week.
In Phonics: the new sounds children will learn are ‘z, qu and ch’.
In Maths: we shall be comparing numbers up to 5 and understanding the composition of the numbers 4
and 5.

Apple Tree Class: Miss Peck
Another busy and wonderful week in Apple tree class.

In English this week, we started our poetry unit based on the poem ‘Firework night.’ The children spent
time listening and reading the poem. Once the children were familiar with the poem they started
looking at the shape of the poem and what each stanza was about. This included repeated refrains,
movement, sound and feelings. The children had the opportunity to talk about their own experiences of
firework night and thought of different words to describe this ensuring that they had included all five of

their senses. The range of vocabulary that the children thought of was truly amazing and some of the
awesome sentences that the children created together are proudly displayed on our English working
wall.

In maths, the children in year one have been learning to find number bonds to numbers within 10 and
towards the end of the week number bonds to 10. The children used a range of resources to help them
with this including a tens square, multi-link and Numicon. The children found that their fingers helped
too 😊. The children were taught how to systematically find number bonds within and to 10 ensuring that
they have found all of the bonds for that number e.g. 0+4, 1+3, 2+2, 3+1, 4+0. The children were super
speedy at this by the end of the week. The children in year two have been learning how to add three
one digit numbers together. They used many of the strategies that they had learnt in the previous weeks
learning which was wonderful to see. Towards the end of the week the children were using their
knowledge and understanding of bonds to 10 to help them add to the next ten and across a ten. The
children were taught many strategies to help them with this and it was wonderful to see them use them
across the week. All of the children in Apple Tree class are reall y growing in confidence with their maths
and their enthusiasm is contagious.

In art this week the children created some observational drawings of houses that were typical of those
found during the time of the Great fire of London. From this, the children then used paper of different
shapes and lengths to create their own houses. They look absolutely amazing and Mrs Woodard was
very impressed with the time and care the children took over their work.

A definite highlight of our week has been our Forest school trip on Thursday. We had the most
wonderful morning and the weather was very kind to us. The children spent the morning exploring the
woods, climbing trees, swinging on the rope swing and creating dens. They were able to use tools and
equipment to go bug hunting and to create their own little creations including some very cute little bugs.
The campfire was lit and Apple Tree class were super helpful when finding dry sticks for us to use to
keep it going. Marshmallows were cooked on the fire and to make it even better, they were added to
two biscuits to make s’mores - a clear favourite with the children (and adults!) A huge thank you to Mrs
Symmons and our parent helpers for helping ensure that this could happen- Apple Tree class are very
grateful.

On Friday, the children had the opportunity to pay their respects and remember all of the people that
have fought for us in the past and are still fighting for us today. The children took part in a two minute
silence on the playground with the rest of the school and also found out more about what is special
about this day from Beech class in their assembly. We were very proud of how respectful and sensible
Apple Tree class were during both of these events.

It was lovely to see so many of you during our open classroom session on Tuesday. The children loved
giving you your own personal tour- we hope you enjoyed it. I look forward to seeing you all next week at
parents evening.

Wishing you all a wonderful weekend.

Reminder, next week is Anti-bullying week and we will kick start the week by wearing odd socks for odd
socks day. On Friday 18th November it is Children in Need day, all children are encouraged to come into
school in non-uniform or colourful/spotty clothes and wear spotty accessories.
Next Week
In English: the children will be continuing their poetry work around the poem ‘Firework night.’ In
addition to this, the children will be completing a cold write around our anti -bullying focus.
In Maths: the children in year one will be learning more about addition and solving problems linked to
this. The children in year two will be subtracting across a ten and from a ten and subtracting a one digit
number from a two digit number.

Hawthorn Class: Miss Kimberley
The children have been incredibly industrious this week. We certainly crammed an awful lot in.

In Maths, the year 3s have been applying number bonds within 10; spotting the pattern and generalising,
adding and subtracting hundreds (without crossing the tens/ hundreds barrier). The year 4s have been
adding and subtracting 1s, 10s, 100s and 1000 (without crossing the tens/hundreds barrier).

We have been working on our multiplication tables and learning different methods to developing
fluency and accuracy using a multi-sensory approach. We have been looking at some online maths sites
where the children can practice their multiplication facts FREE.

e.g. https://mathsframe.co.uk/en/resources/category/7/multiplication-and-division

In Friday Maths, we took a look at our Year 3 and 4 KIRFS before moving onto the main teaching: Year 4s
this week looked at lines of symmetry whilst Year 3s have been recognising and describing 2D shapes.
In English, the children gave been sentence stacking to create the battle scene between Grendel and
Beowulf, using ambitious vocabulary and alliteration to add impact, to complete our witness diary
entries.

We have been working through our list of Homophones in spelling and grammar and again developing
different strategies to help us remember the different spellings and their meanings.

In Science with Mrs Siddall this week, all the children have been checking their egg tooth decay
enquiries every day this week and have made some interesting and accurate observations using
scientific language. Photos are attached showing how well they set up their investigations in their
groups with very little adult help! They had to overcome various obstacles and solve problems arising
when choosing equipment and variables also when following their methods some instructions needed
adapting. They did this like true scientists! Next week we will be investigating food chains.

Art: We are delighted to report that we had some very helpful adult Volunteers in Hawthorn this week
as the children made scenes and props for their Beowulf stop motion project. Each group had a scene of
the Anglo Saxon story to perform, the classroom was buzzing with excitement and creativity on Tuesday
afternoon.

Have a great weekend!
Next Week

In English: we will be continuing with Beowulf’s exploits. This time, Beowulf will face Beowulf’s mother
as she tries to avenge her son’s death at Beowulf’s hands. We will be looking at the features of a
newspaper report and will be building up to writing a gripping newspaper report on the events.
In Maths: the year 3s will be adding and subtracting 1s and 10s crossing the tens and hundreds barrier.
the Y4s will be adding two 4 digit numbers with no exchange; with one exchange and more than one
exchange. Both year groups will be engaged in activities relating to symmetry: drawing symmetrical
shapes, recognising the lines of symmetry of 2D shapes and lines of symmetry from different
orientations.

Oak Class: Mrs Noble and Mrs Williams
What an amazing week Oak Class have had. We have been so busy.
In maths we have been exploring subtraction calculations. Year 4 have been taking these a step at a time
to build our confidence and ensure we can answer any questions with exchanges. Year 5 have been
working on mental strategies and practising methods to check their answers.

In English we have been exploring the features of newspaper articles. We have explored fact and
opinion, looked at quotations in newspaper articles and written captions for pictures. We have also
finished reading our class book Diver's Daughter by Patrice Lawrence, which we will be basing our own
newspaper article on.
The class really enjoyed discovering all of the different punishments the Tudors gave when people
committed a crime, and they really liked that crimes included gossiping and selling rotten food. We
have also learnt about Gurdwara’s, the Sikhism place of worship.

Note: Please look out for class assembly lines and information for our class assembly on Friday
25th November.
Next Week
In English: we will start to write our own newspaper article.
In Maths: Year 4 - we will be learning subtraction, estimation and checking strategies. Year 5 – we will
be solving two step addition and subtraction problems

Beech Class: Mr Brown
This week the class have continued to read War Horse where we learnt Joey had been sold to the army
and had undergone training in preparation for going to war. The class have been stacking sentences with
a focus on describing what a character could notice in their surroundings followed by a dash which
would lead into an explanation, what the character could imagine visualising whilst using a simile and
metaphor and a relative clause, sentences beginning with three consecutive present tense verbs and
three past tense feelings followed by a question. Later in the week the children used a passage full of
action to help inspire them for a freewriting task where they chose their genre of writing with many
children selecting diary entries, letters, newspaper reports or further descriptive passages.

In Maths, the class showed confidence with working out questions relying on their knowledge of order
of operations. They effectively used BIDMAS to identify which part of the calculation would need to be
calculated first and were able to answer a range of questions. We then turned our attention to mental
methods and estimations where the children applied previous skills of rounding and used facts they
identified to answer questions without using a formal written method. The children were encouraged to
keep notes and annotations to support themselves to ensure they were not forgetting any key facts they
already worked out. Lastly, the class used known facts to help them calculate answers which relied on
the children recalling key skills of multiplying and dividing numbers by 10, 100 and 1000 and noticing
how digits had moved a certain amount of spaces to the left and to the right depending on the
calculation.

In our topic lessons the children created and further developed planning details of their shoebox trench.
The children drew aerial and side-view profiles of how they would perceive their trenches would look,
adding annotations and creating lists of what they would need. Following this, the class filled their
shoeboxes, making sure the material was compact, and dug out a trench. Now all children are at the
stage of adding small pieces of wood to make it more realistic.

Leading up to Friday, we have discussed and spoke of Remembrance Day, thinking about the significance
of the day, why we use a poppy as a symbol and how we still think of people around the world today still
fighting at war. At every spare opportunity we have also used our time effectively to rehearse ahead of
the class assembly to ensure the children are speaking their words clearly and singing and performing
our song and poem confidently. Thank you very much parents for coming along to support and listen to
the Beech class assembly and for supplying the buns for bun day Friday morning.

Reminder
Beech class will be undertaking Bikeability later this month (week beginning 21st November) so in
advance of this can I ask that you please make sure your child’s bike is in good condition with their seat
adjusted to the right height and tyres fully inflated in order for the instructors to begin sessions
promptly. Further information to follow next week.

I look forward to seeing many of you on Monday and Tuesday for parents evening.
Have a great weekend,
Mr Brown
Next Week
In English: we will continue to use a range of sentence types as we prepare to write a diary entry.
In Maths: we will work on equivalent fractions and simplifying, comparing and ordering fractions using
numerators and denominators and adding and subtracting simple fractions.

PE News from JS Sports

Cherry Tree Class
The children worked on the catching skills using tennis balls and bouncing them off the ground.

Apple Tree Class
We worked on hand-eye coordination by throwing and catching balls.

Hawthorn Class
Worked on their football topic with shooting and defending drills.

Beech Class
Worked on their gymnastics routines which incorporate jumps, rolls and balances.

Letters home this week

MCAS Announcements

Emails
•

Anti-Bullying Week - Children in Need

•

Cross Country for selected children in years 3, 4, 5 and 6

•

Christmas Card Order deadline reminder

Contact Us

Please direct all enquiries to the School Office at the email addre ss below.
We will get back to you as soon as we can and ask for 3 days to action and reply.

Haslingfield Endowed Primary School
High Street
Haslingfield
Cambridge CB23 1JW
01223 870457
office@haslingfield.cambs.sch.uk

Visit us on the web at Haslingfield School
Visit us on YouTube at Haslingfield Endowed Primary School - YouTube

Follow us on Twitter @HaslingfieldEPS

