The Cotteridge Church
The Baptism of Christ Sunday 9th January

Bible Readings
Isaiah 43:1-7
Psalm 29
Acts 8:14-17
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

Collect
Heavenly Father,
at the Jordan you revealed Jesus as your
Son:
may we recognise him as our Lord
and know ourselves to be your beloved
children; through Jesus Christ our Saviour.
Amen

The Baptism of Christ

Hymn StF 369

Brian Wren

1. Baptise us with your Spirit,
majestic, humble Christ,
to overcome temptation,
assailed, but not enticed.
Baptise us with your Spirit,
that in each other's eyes
we may discern your purpose,
and cast away disguise.
2. Baptise us with your Spirit
to careful, patient, thought,
and habit-forming virtues
aspired to, copied, taught,
till clothed with new creation,
self-critical, reformed,
we demonstrate the gospel,
to you alone conformed.
3. Baptise us with your Spirit
in unrestricted ways
that move us, mind and body,
to laugh and shout your praise.
Send us to clear the rubble
of each defensive wall,
inviting to your table
our neighbours one and all.

A wealthy businessman was horrified to see a
fisherman sitting beside his boat, playing with
a small child.
"Why aren't you out fishing?" asked the
businessman.
"Because I caught enough fish for one day,"
replied the fisherman.
"Why don't you catch some more?"
"What would I do with them?"
"You could earn more money," said the
businessman. "Then with the extra money,
you could buy a bigger boat, go into deeper
waters, and catch more fish. Then you would
make enough money to buy nylon nets. With
the nets, you could catch even more fish and
make more money. With that money you
could own two boats, maybe three boats.
Eventually you could have a whole fleet of
boats and be rich like me."
"Then what would I do?" asked the
fisherman.
"Then," said the businessman, "you could
really enjoy life."
The fisherman looked at the businessman
quizzically and asked, "What do you think I
am doing now?"

