The Cotteridge Church
Easter 4 Sunday 8th May 2022
The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want;
He makes me lie in pastures green.
He leads me by the still, still waters,
His goodness restores my soul.
And I will trust in you alone,
And I will trust in you alone,
For your endless mercy follows me,
Your goodness will lead me home.
He guides my ways in righteousness,
And He anoints my head with oil,
And my cup, it overflows with joy,
I feast on His pure delights.
And though I walk the darkest path,
I will not fear the evil one,
For You are with me, and Your rod and staff
Are the comfort I need to know.
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Bible Readings
Acts 9:36-43
Psalm 23
Revelation 7:9-17
John 10:22-30

Collect for Easter 4
Risen Christ,
faithful shepherd of your Father’s sheep:
teach us to hear your voice
and to follow your commands that all your people may be
gathered into one flock,
to the glory of God the Father.
Amen

There once was a young woman who had a baby boy.
Just after her son's baptism, a ragged old man came to
her, and offered to grant her one wish on behalf of her
son. Thinking only the best for her baby, the woman
wished that her son would always be loved by everyone
he met. The old man said, "so be it," and vanished. It
turned out just as he said.
As the boy grew, everyone loved him so much that he
never lacked for anything. Yet, things did not turn out as
expected. As adored and admired as the young man was,
he experienced a terrible emptiness within him. He could
have anything he wanted, just by asking, but he had no
real friends. He never knew the joy of a day's work or an
achievement, richly rewarded. His neighbours took care of
all his needs. The young man became cynical, jaded and
selfish as none of his actions ever brought him any
negative consequences.
Finally, the day came when his aged mother died. At the
funeral, the same mysterious old man appeared and
offered the young man one wish. The young man took
him up on his offer and asked that his mother's original
wish for him be changed. Rather than being loved by
everyone he met, the young man asked the old wizard to
give him the power to love everyone he met. And, the
story goes, from that day forward he knew happiness
such as no one on this earth has ever known.

