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This month the whole country will be looking back eighty years to 8 May 
1945, VE-Day, and no doubt we will tire of the euphoric newsreels and 
pictures celebrating the end of hostilities. It certainly ended a time when 
the names of far-away places had become familiar, like El Alamein or 
Stalingrad. Devastatingly, even obscure villages like Bergen-Belsen had 
also established a more notorious presence. Mothers and children who 
had only ógone to the picturesô would always remember the black and 
white images of the newsreels shown between films, without any  
warning, of bulldozers clearing the camp.  
 
But during the next months families like my parentsô came back together 
for the first time in years - the cherished photos became real people again 
as their brothers and sons came back from Malta, the Middle East and 
Germany; came ashore from Atlantic and Russian convoys. But one photo 
would stay just that - the handsome young ERA on board HMS Barham, 
my motherôs brother, would forever remain with his ship.  
 
But the foundations of a better future had already been laid, mostly  
unnoticed. The Butler Act had been debated before D-Day and in August 
1944 its Royal Assent paved the way for free education up to University 
level and religious schools became state-maintained, levelling up an  
important playing field.  Another provision raised the school-leaving age 
to fifteen, not to the unalloyed joy of some youngsters.  The first moves to 
establish the National Parks came later in 1945, seeking to preserve those 
places of beauty, calm and tranquillity that we now take for granted.  
 
In those times of war, shortages and rationing, such visions of hope in the 
future have to be applauded.  
 
VE-Day heralded many new openings of greater things. My father,  
listening to that announcement in the blackened remains of Hamburg 
where his unit ended the war, could not have envisaged that his children 
and grandchildren would benefit from an education denied to him; that 
they would hold degrees and higher degrees and enter professions that 
had been so firmly closed to him and his brothers. He would have been 
even more surprised that they would go on to enjoy holidays in the rebuilt 
Europe he had fought through from Normandy to Germany.    
 
 

THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH   
May 2025 
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Maia was the goddess of renewal and growing, of hope for the future, so 
letôs view VE Day as it was truly, a brilliant start as well as an end. At the 
time of this anniversary, even as we mourn the death of Pope Francis, the 
founder of this Jubilee Year of Pilgrims of Hope, the great doors of every 
catholic cathedral in the world will still remain open, potent symbols for 
our minds and hearts.  
 
ñGod is the light that illuminates the darkness, even if it does not dissolve 
it, and a spark of divine light is within each of us.ò 
          Pope Francis, 1936 -2025 

 

 

Gerry Latimer 
Parish of Our Lady Star of the Sea 
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ACORN GARDEN SERVICE 

 

ñAll gardening work undertaken. No matter 
how small or bigò 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Save ÃÃÃôs on 
Tidy ups, Rotovating, Tree work, 
Hedges cut or removed, Fencing, 

Turfing, Lawn cutting or treatment, etc... 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All work guaranteed 
For a free estimate 

Call Robert on (0191) 274 7580 or 
07950548305 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=2ed8tvT7RLQUHM&tbnid=a_WLmUJxU1jwRM:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fbothwellcommunitygarden.wordpress.com%2F&ei=XuS4UbjuG-b80QXvi4CQDQ&psig=AFQjCNGfaWmh2rdtb_LBd2kp7NIGecEQFQ&ust=13711579
http://www.webweaver.nu/clipart/img/nature/plants/gardening/lawn-mower.gif
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BOX BROTHER MOTORS 
 

Now at 
Unit 18b, Wesley Drive, Holystone, 
Benton Square Industrial Estate 
Telephone: (0191) 215 9221 

  
MOT Testing * Servicing * Repairs 

All makes of cars and light commercial vehicles 

 
For all your flowers 

The Garden Shop, florist 
 

Sarah Ramsay 
 

31 Ilfracombe Gardens, Whitley Bay 
Tel: (0191) 2522553 

 
Weddings, Funerals, Births, Anniversaries 

 
http://www.thegardenshopflorist.com/ 

  
The Edward Eccles Hall is available for hire - 

Birthday Parties, Anniversaries,  
Funeral Wakes etc. 

 
Ã22.00 per hour. 

Please ring (0191) 237 3705  
to enquire about availability. 
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!ƭƛ DǊƛŶǘƘǎΥ  
²Ŝ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ Řŀȅ ǘƻŘŀȅ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ DǊŀƴŘŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ tŜƴŜƭƻǇŜ !ƛŘŀϥǎ  
.ŀǇǝǎƳ лрκлпκнлнр - ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƭƻǾŜƭȅ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŘƻƴŜ ōȅ ƻǳǊ ǾƛŎŀǊ  
¢ƛƳ aŀȅŬŜƭŘ ŀǘ {ǘ !ƭōŀƴΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ǘƘŜƴ ƻƴ ǘƻ ²ƘƛǘƭŜȅ .ŀȅ DƻƭŦ /ƭǳō ǘƻ 
ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜΦ  
/ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǝƻƴǎ 9ƳƳŀ YŀǘŜ .ǊŜǿƛǎ ϧ {ǘŜǾƛŜ DǊƛŶǘƘǎΤ tŜƴŜƭƻǇŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ 
ǊŜŀƭ ǎǘŀǊ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ ¢ƻǘŀƭ tŜǊŦŜŎǝƻƴΦ 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/emma.k.brewis?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVivEjZl1rcF24csoghqUcvZQA8N5zwWOu0jEoAIDqKllH0ElEPzpbmXA9wlB26HcVMX3Pu02LnKHG1MMm2M0wsW0RJ4i3kb3O6EiwNj1kO8ue_vrWR6YgcH23EP5GxYNT2Jq81SuKTjZdBgznV2aHldnLmJu3fjvkNodjRK6pcFg&__tn__=-%5dK-R
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HOME SERVICES (NE) LTD. 
HIGH QUALITY DOMESTIC & HOME  

SUPPORT SERVICE 
EST. FOR 20 YEARS. 

ALL DOMESTIC WORK, LAUNDRY/IRONING, 
MEAL PREPARATION, SHOPPING, CLEANING 
INSIDE WINDOWS, AND COMPANIONSHIP  
 
All staff are local, police checked and not self employed. We are covered 
by a business insurance policy. 
 
You will get the same workers on the same day, at the same time. Every 
visit to suit your needs. We provide a free, no obligation assessment to 
determine you individual needs. During each visit we will carry out the 
task you say need doing within your chosen time slot. We can also carry 
out tasks outside your chosen time slot. 
 
If our clients or their families are feeling unwell, cannot manage or just 
have no time, they ring us and we can help. We have popped in to see 
clients to change light bulbs, take pets to the vets, and pick up shopping. 
We have accompanied clients to hospital/doctors, walked dogs, called 
plumbers/electricians, mobile hairdressers and arranged to have bins  
emptied and rubbish removed. Just to mention a few of the things we 
have done for our clients. Anything clients need doing (within health & 
safety guidelines), we will do our best to help. Our services can be  
increased or decreased according to changes in circumstances. 

 
FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CALL   

Tele: (0191) 296 6838 
E-Mail: office@homeservicesne.co.uk 

 
 

Yell.com 5-star review! 
Check out the individual reviews at 

https://www.yell.com/biz/home-services-ne-ltd-north-shields-8827785/ 
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! ²ŀǊƳŜǊ ²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ {ǘ WƻƘƴΩǎ 
.ȅ wŜǾΩŘ ¢ƛƳ aŀȅŬŜƭŘΦ 
 

ΨDƻƻŘ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǊƳƭȅ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ŀǘ {ǘ WƻƘƴΩǎΦΩ 
 

CƻǊ ƭƻƴƎ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ōƛǘ ƻŦ ŀ Ƙƻƭƭƻǿ ǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƻǊŘǎΦ ²ƘŜƴ 
ǿŜ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǘ {ǘ WƻƘƴΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ .ŀŎƪǿƻǊǘƘ ƛƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊ нлноΣ ǿŜ 
ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ǝŀǎ ōƻƛƭŜǊ ƘŀŘ ŎƻƴƪŜŘ ƻǳǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇŀǊǘǎ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǇŀƛǊ 
ǘƘŜ ōƻƛƭŜǊ ǿŜǊŜ ƻōǎƻƭŜǘŜΣ ǎƻ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ŎƘƻƛŎŜΦ ²Ŝ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭ ŀ 
ƴŜǿ Ǝŀǎ ōƻƛƭŜǊΦ hǊ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ Řƻ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘΦ 
 

¢ƘŜ 5ƛƻŎŜǎŜ ƻŦ bŜǿŎŀǎǘƭŜ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŀƛƳ ƻŦ ǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ bŜǘ ½ŜǊƻ ōȅ нлолΦ {ƻ 
ǘƘŜǊŜ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ƴƻ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƛƴ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭƛƴƎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ōƻƛƭŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōǳǊƴ Ŧƻǎǎƛƭ 
ŦǳŜƭǎΦ Lƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǾƻǘŜŘ ǳƴŀƴƛƳƻǳǎƭȅ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎΦ ²Ŝ 
ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘƻǇƘŜǊ .ƭŀŎƪōǳǊƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ǳǎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ 
5ǳƴǇƘȅ 9ŎŎƭŜǎƛŀǎǝŎŀƭ IŜŀǝƴƎΦ 
 

Lƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлнпΣ 5ǳƴǇƘȅ ǉǳƻǘŜŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ϻорΣллл όŜȄ ±!¢ύ ŦƻǊ ŀ 
ǎŎƘŜƳŜ ǳǎƛƴƎ мп ǊŀŘƛŀǘƻǊǎΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎ ƭŜƎŀŎȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ 
DƭŀŘȅǎ /Ǌƻǎǎ όƎƛǾŜƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ  
ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀōǊƛŎ ƻŦ {ǘ WƻƘƴΩǎύ ǿŜ ƪƴŜǿ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴ 
ŦǳƭƭΦ 
 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŀ ǇƻǘŜƴǝŀƭ ǎƴŀƎΦ {ǘ WƻƘƴΩǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ 
ƴŜŜŘ о tƘŀǎŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΣ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ǊŀŘƛŀǘƻǊǎΦ 5ǳƴǇƘȅ 
ŜǎǝƳŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƛƎƘǘ Ŏƻǎǘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ϻоΣллл ŀƴŘ ϻтрΣлллΦ Lƴ 
ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘΣ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ tƻǿŜǊƎǊƛŘ ŬǊǎǘ ǉǳƻǘŜŘ ϻсΣнспΦпр ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊƪΦ Lǘ 
ǿŀǎ ς ƭŀǘŜǊ ς ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƘŀǇǇȅ Řŀȅ ǿƘŜƴ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ tƻǿŜǊƎǊƛŘ ǊŀƴƎ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƻ 
ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǿŀǎ о tƘŀǎŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΦ IŀǾƛƴƎ  
ǎƘƛǾŜǊŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘǿƻ ƭƻƴƎ ǿƛƴǘŜǊǎΣ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŎǊŀŎƪ ƻƴ ŀǎ ǎƻƻƴ ŀǎ 5ǳƴǇƘȅ 
ǿŜǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΦ  
 

{ƻ ƻƴ aƻƴŘŀȅ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ млǘƘ нлнрΣ ǿƻǊƪ ŎƻƳƳŜƴŎŜŘΦ Lƴ ŀ ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ ΨŦŜŀǎǘ 
ƻǊ ŦŀƳƛƴŜΩΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƳƛŎŀƭƭȅ Ƙƻǘ ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅ aŀǊŎƘ нƴŘΦ .ǳǘ ǘƘŜƴ 
ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ƻǳǊ ǘǳǘƻǊƛŀƭ ƛƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦ  
!ƴŘ ƻƴ !ǎƘ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅΣ aŀǊŎƘ рǘƘΣ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǿŀǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ  
ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘƭȅΦ ²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ Ŭƴŀƭƭȅ ŀōƭŜ ς ŀƊŜǊ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƭƻƴƎ ƎŀǇ ς ǘƻ ƻũŜǊ ŀ  
ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ {ǘ WƻƘƴΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǿŀǊƳ ƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǎŜƴǎŜΦ  
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.ŀŎƪǿƻǊǘƘ ƴƻǿ Ƙŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ƛƻŎŜǎŜ ƻŦ bŜǿŎŀǎǘƭŜΩǎ ŬǊǎǘ bŜǘ ½ŜǊƻ 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƘŜŀǘŜŘ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎŀƭƭȅΣ ǳǎƛƴƎ DǊŜŜƴ ¢ŀǊƛũ hŎǘƻǇǳǎ 9ƴŜǊƎȅΦ 
 

!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǾŜǊȅ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǎǇƛƴ-ƻũ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǿ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ  
Ŭƴŀƭƭȅ ŀōƭŜ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƻ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ .ŀŎƪǿƻǊǘƘ tŀǊƪ tǊƛƳŀǊȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ǘƻ 
ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ŀǘ {ǘ WƻƘƴΩǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǊŜ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻƴ 
¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ !ǇǊƛƭ уǘƘΦ  

 

 
 
¢ƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƻŦ 
.ŀŎƪǿƻǊǘƘ tŀǊƪ 
tǊƛƳŀǊȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŀǘ 
ǘƘŜ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ 
ƛƴ {ǘ WƻƘƴΩǎ ƻƴ 
¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ !ǇǊƛƭ уǘƘΦ  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  

 
 
/ƘǳǊŎƘǿŀǊŘŜƴ !ƭƛ Ŏƻǎȅ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǊƳ 
ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ǊŀŘƛŀǘƻǊǎΦ  
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 At the Battlefronté. 
From Jo McEvedy 
 
Hello, St Albanõs!  Here I am reporting from the Church of the 
Good Shepherd in Battle Hill, as I approach the last six weeks of 
my placement there. 
 
As you know, it is part of the requirements of my training as a 
Reader that I embarked on this long placement ôin a context  
different from my ownõ and I also didnõt make much secret of my 
reluctance to do it!  ôWhy do I have to go somewhere else?õ  
I literally grumbled, from weeks beforehand. ôIõm not going  
anywhere else once Iõm licensed; I donõt see the point.õ  You all 
gave me a wonderful send-off in January, and it was with mingled 
trepidation and foot -dragging that I set off the following Sunday to 
drive all of ten minutes to get to my new church, where I had been 
booked to preach at my very first serviceé 
 
Well, how wrong was I? COGS (as they call themselves) is a  
fantastically warm and friendly environment and I was  
immediately welcomed by all and sundry. That first service went 
well and I quickly felt quite at home.  COGS is part of the  
Willington team of churches and is ecumenical in that it combines 
Anglican, Methodist and URC (United Reformed Church)  
worship, in two services every Sunday, both of which are well  
attended.  The liturgy is a little different than Iõm used to; in fact, it 
varies from week to week, so that it reflects the diversity of the 
congregation, and itõs also quite informal and relaxed.  I do miss 
the choir, of course, and the music, but they love their hymns there 
and accompaniment is provided either by one of several talented 
pianists or by a guitar/alto recorder combo, which sounds great 
and really suits the ambience of the building.  
 
Iõve learned so much and had some great new experiences.  Good 
Friday was a bit different for me: in the morning there was a big 
outdoor family -friendly service in a park, with the Salvation Army  
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band, a dramatized Passion (I played Pilate!) and an Easter egg 
hunt ð about 200 people were there, and luckily the sun shone. But 
then at 2.00 I went to a ôLast Hourõ service at the church which 
comprised mostly sitting in silence while appropriate sentences 
were read at intervals and a cross of candles were one by one  
extinguished. This was quite hard work mentally and emotionally, 
but very moving and quite the contrast from the morning.  
 
On Easter Day, a small group of us arrived at the church at 5 a.m, 
when it was just getting light, to walk up to the Rising Sun Hill, 
have a short service and light a fire for first light, which we then 
took back to light the Paschal candle with.  I carried my jam -jar of 
flame very carefully!  
 
Iõve had lots of practice of preaching, to a range of audiences, as 
well as  intercessions, and leading services; one of my favourites 
was assisting at a baptism, where I did a 5-minute talk and  
provided themed activities for the children present.  They do have 
a lovely custom for baptisms there: instead of filling the font 
ready, they put out 12 glasses of water and invite, at the right  
moment, members of the baptism party, and anyone else who 
wants, to come and pour them into the font. This is particularly 
enjoyed by any children involved, and really makes the point that 
everyone is participating in this special moment.  
I have missed you all a lot and am looking forward to coming 
home in June.  Hopefully we will all benefit from my experience!   
 
All the best, 
Jo 
 
 
 
Thank you so much Jo, for this lovely insight into your training  
for Readership. We wish you well, and look forward to your return in the 
summer.  
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6ÌÈÛÏÌÙɯ.ÜÛÓÖÖÒɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÔÖÕÛÏɯÖÍɯ,ÈàɯƖƔƖƙȭɯ 
 

ɯɯ#ÐÙÌÊÛɯÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÌɯ"È×ÛÈÐÕɀÚɯ"ÏÈÙÛÚȭɯ 

 

 
Sunday 27th April to Wednesday 7th May 2025. 
 

The month starts off with a northwest to southeast split (the product of an 
occluded front passing over the country from west to east. Higher  
pressure located towards the southeast should bring fine and increasingly 
warm conditions across the southern UK, whilst there is a greater chance 
of periods of cloud, rain and stronger winds affecting the north for a time, 
once the initial prevailing frontal trough(s) have passed clear, there will 
be extended periods of fine weather in the northeast at times.  
 

There is a small chance that fine and very warm weather could extend 
right across the country early to mid next week, followed by the  
possibility of cloud/rain in the northwest that will sink southeast  
introducing more changeable and cooler conditions in its path during mid 
next week. Towards the end of the forecast period, we see a resumption 
of mainly fine and dry conditions followed by a continuation of more 
changeable weather containing a mixture of rain and drier interludes. 
Temperatures are likely to be below average during the first part of this 
predicted range.   
 
Thursday 8

th
 to Friday 30

th
 May 2025. 

Forecast confidence is lower than average for this predicted range,  
although fairly typical for late Spring. A mixture of drier and settled  
periods in balance with equal periods of wetter and more unsettled  
conditions throughout the country.  Temperatures are likely to be around 
average overall, with a slightly increased chance of warm and/or hot 
spells. Any such spells could be accompanied by local heavy showers and 
thunderstorms. 
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North Atlantic Surface Pressure Chart Prediction for 12:00 hrs 
(UTC) on Saturday 26

th
 April 2025. 
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Pope Francis, 1936 - 2025  
 

A Personal View       
I thought I had just completed this monthôs piece when news came of the 
death of His Holiness Pope Francis, and tributes poured in from world 
leaders. I saw him as someone who broke the mould, a Pope with a world 
vision wider than leading the Church. He was the first Jesuit to be Pope, 
the first non-European Pope for more than a millennium, the first Francis. 
 

His choice of name was significant, showing a devotion to St Francis of 
Assisi. St Francis had a great concern for nature and our world, echoed by 
Pope Francis in his encyclical Laudato Si, and the saint also reached out 
to others, seeking peace in the world he lived in. During the Fifth Crusade 
he managed to get through the enemy siege lines to plead for peace and 
reconciliation face to face with Sultan Malik-al-Kami of Egypt. The peace 
did not come, but out of respect he was safely returned. A very early ñLet 
us learn to love everyone.....even when they do not love us.ò   
 

Pope Francis travelled the world more widely than any Pope before him 
and appropriately his aircraft call-sign was óShepherd Oneô. He prayed 
with millions for peace, asking nations to ñbuild bridges not wallsò,  
always recognising the needs of the marginalised, the voiceless, the  
vulnerable. He was in daily contact with those sheltering in the Holy 
Family Church, the only Catholic church in Gaza.  The countries he  
visited could not have been more different; but whether as poor as the 
Philippines or as prosperous as the United States, his message remained 
the same - we have to reach out to one another with kindness.   
 
 
 
 

CHURCH VIEWS FOR  MAY 2025 FROM THE 
 PARISH OF OUR LADY, STAR OF THE SEA 
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His humility and practicality show even in his  
burial directive for a simple wooden coffin, in the ground, bearing only 
his name, Franciscus. 
 

A Wonderful Easter 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This year we all gathered in St Edwardôs, the biggest of the three  
churches in our two parishes. Readers, musicians and servers from all our 
churches joined together to make it a truly memorable Eastertide. The 
highlight of the Easter Vigil Mass was the end of the óJourney of Faithô 
for seven people who were welcomed into full communion with the 
Church when they were baptised, took the Eucharist and were confirmed 
during the Mass. A wonderful celebration to open new chapters in  
our parishes. 
 

No, I couldnôt believe it either.....  
 

 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
Pictured among the daffodils on 14 April outside the Village Hotel.  

 

Parish Mass Times: 
St Edwardôs: Sunday 9.30am, Tuesday and Friday 9.30am Immaculate Heart of 
Mary: Saturday 6.00pm, Wed 9.30am .St Maryôs: Sunday 11.00am, Thursday 
10.00am.  St Oswinôs: Sunday 9.30am, Tuesday 10.00am 
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{ǘ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ aŀƧŜƭŜƪƻ ς ŀ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ǘǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ 
.ȅ wŜǾΩŘ ¢ƛƳ aŀȅŬŜƭŘΦ  
 

[ŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘ L ǿǊƻǘŜ ƛƴ Ψ/ƘǳǊŎƘ ±ƛŜǿǎΩ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƴȅ ǳƴŦƻǊƎŜǧŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊǘƴƛƎƘǘ 
ƛƴ ¢ŀƴȊŀƴƛŀ ƛƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅΦ L ƳŜƴǝƻƴŜŘ ŀ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ-ǘƻ-ǇŀǊƛǎƘ  
ǘǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ 9ŀǊǎŘƻƴ ŀƴŘ .ŀŎƪǿƻǊǘƘ ŀƴŘ {ǘ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ ŀ 
ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ aŀƧŜƭŜƪƻΦ 
 

hǳǊ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǾƛŜǿǎ ƻŦ aŀƧŜƭŜƪƻΣ ŀƴŘ ƻŦ  
{ǘ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎΦ L ǿŀǎ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜŘ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅ  
CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ мсǘƘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ƧƻȅƻǳǎΣ ŜȄǳōŜǊŀƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜƴ ŀƛǊΦ L 
ǿŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƘƻƴƻǳǊ ƻŦ ǇǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǇƻƪŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ  
ƧǳǎǝŎŜ όŘǊŀǿƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŀōƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DƻƻŘ {ŀƳŀǊƛǘŀƴύΦ 
 

{ƛƴŎŜ L Ǝƻǘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¦YΣ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǝƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ 
ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎƻƴǝƴǳƛƴƎΦ !ǘ ǘƘŜ aŀǊŎƘ t// ƳŜŜǝƴƎ L ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ŀ ǇŀǇŜǊΦ 
¢Ƙƛǎ ƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴ  
!ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ !ƴƛƳŀǘƻǊǎΦ L ǿǊƻǘŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǎŜΣ ǘƻƻΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ǇǊƛƭ ŜŘƛǝƻƴ ƻŦ 
Ψ/ƘǳǊŎƘ ±ƛŜǿǎΩΦ Lǘ Ŏƻǎǘǎ ϻотр ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƴ !ƴƛƳŀǘƻǊ ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜ ȅŜŀǊΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ 
ƛǎ ŀ ƻƴŜ-ƻũ ŎƻǎǘΣ ŀǎΣ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ƛǘ ƻƴΣ 
!ƴƛƳŀǘƻǊǎ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ ŦŀǊƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ǇƭƻǘΦ aŀƧŜƭŜƪƻ Ƙŀǎ ƻƴŜ  
!ƴƛƳŀǘƻǊΣ !ƎƴŜǎΣ ƛƴ ǇƻǎǘΦ !ƴƻǘƘŜǊΣ ±ŜǊƻƴƛŎŀΣ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΦ aŀƧŜƭŜƪƻ 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǘǿƻ ǘƻ ŦƻǳǊ !ƴƛƳŀǘƻǊǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘǊŀƛƴŜŘΦ  
 

aŜŀƴǿƘƛƭŜΣ ǘƘŜ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ DǊƻǳǇ L ƳŜƴǝƻƴŜŘ ƭŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘ ƘŀŘ ƛǘǎ ŬǊǎǘ 
ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ƻƴ aƻƴŘŀȅ !ǇǊƛƭ тǘƘΦ [ƛȊ ¸ƻǊƪΣ 5ƛŀƴƴŜ aƻǊƎŀƴ ŀƴŘ {ǳȊŀƴƴŜ 
aŜŘƻǿǎ ƳŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƘƛǎ ōŀƭƭ ǊƻƭƭƛƴƎΦ ²Ŝ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ 
ŦƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ƎƻƻŘ ²Ƙŀǘǎ!ǇǇ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ 
ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎŀǊ ƻŦ {ǘ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎΣ IŀǊǳƴ ²ƛƭǎƻƴΦ  
 

CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ L ²Ƙŀǘǎ!ǇǇŜŘ IŀǊǳƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ǎƘƻǿƴ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ мфΣ 
ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘŜΦ  
L ǿǊƻǘŜ ΨWŀƳōƻΗ όIŜƭƭƻΗύ Iƻǿ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳΚ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ [ƛȊΣ 5ƛŀƴƴŜ ŀƴŘ {ǳȊŀƴƴŜΦ 
²Ŝ ŀǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŬǊǎǘ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ  
{ǘ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎΦ ²Ŝ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƘƻǇƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ  
ǊŜƭŀǝƻƴǎƘƛǇ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ƻǳǊ ǘǿƻ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎΦ .ǿŀƴŀ ŀǎƛŬǿŜΗ όtǊŀƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ 
[ƻǊŘΗύ 
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Liz,  
Dianne and 
Suzanne 
from  
St Albanôs,  
Earsdon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

мс ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ƭŀǘŜǊΣ IŀǊǳƴ ²Ƙŀǘǎ!ǇǇǇŜŘ ōŀŎƪΥ ΨhƻƻƻƻƻΗ {ŜƴŘ ƻǳǊ 
ƎǊŜŜǝƴƎǎ ǘƻ [ƛȊΣ 5ƛŀƴƴŜ ŀƴŘ {ǳȊŀƴƴŜΦ ¢Ŝƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ bŜŜƳŀ ŀǎ 
ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ƻǳǊ ōŀōȅ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ 9ǎǘƘŜǊΣ ǿŜ ƎǊŜŜǘ ǘƘŜƳΦ CƛǊǎǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǿŜ ŀǎƪ ȅƻǳ 
ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƛƴ ǇǊŀȅŜǊΦ {ŜŎƻƴŘΣ ǿŜ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ 
ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƛƴ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƴŜǿ {ǘ !ƴŘǊŜǿ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦ 
 

¢ƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ƛƴ ¢ŀƴȊŀƴƛŀΦ /ƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƻǳǘƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎΦ ²Ŝ ǎŀǿ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƳǳŎƘ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ 
ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǎƘŀǇŜ ŀƭƻƴƎǎƛŘŜ ƛǘǎ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ ǇǊŜŘŜŎŜǎǎƻǊΦ IŀǾƛƴƎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ƻǳǊ 
ƻǿƴ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ŀǘ 9ŀǊǎŘƻƴ ŀƴŘ .ŀŎƪǿƻǊǘƘΣ ƛǎ ƛǘ ǝƳŜ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ  
ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŀŬŜƭŘ ŀƴŘ Ǉŀǎǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǿŜ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘΚ 
 

¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǝƻƴ ƛǎ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎΦ .ǳǘ ƻƴŜ ŘŀǘŜ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ōƻƻƪ ƛƴ 
ȅƻǳǊ ŘƛŀǊƛŜǎ ƛǎ Wǳƭȅ нсǘƘΦ ²Ŝ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ƘƻƭŘ ŀ ¢ŀƴȊŀƴƛŀƴ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ŀǘ  
{ǘ !ƭōŀƴΩǎΦ LΩƭƭ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƴȅ ǘǊƛǇΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ 
ǿŜ ǎǘŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǿ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇΦ !ǎŀƴǘŜ ǎŀƴŀΗ όΨǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǾŜǊȅ 
ƳǳŎƘΗΩύ 
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¢ƘŜ ŀƭǘŀǊ ƛƴ {ǘ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  ! ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ 

 
 
 

¢ƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǝƻƴǎ ƻŦ  
ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ 

 
 

 
 
 

     
5ǊǳƳƳƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜƴ    

ŀƛǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ 
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¢ƘŜ ŎƘƻƛǊ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                

 
 
 

                              ¢ƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ 

 
 
 
 

 
 

¢ƛƳ ǇǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
ƻǇŜƴ ŀƛǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƛƴ 
aŀƧŜƭŜƪƻ ƻƴ  
CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ мсǘƘ  
 

 
 
 

     ¢ƛƳ ǿƛǘƘ ǾƛŎŀǊ IŀǊǳƴ ²ƛƭǎƻƴ     
ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛŦŜ bŜŜƳŀ  
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CǊƻƳ !ƭƛ DǊƛŶǘƘǎΥ  
! ōǊƛƭƭƛŀƴǘ Řŀȅ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ !ƴƴŀ /ƘŀǇƭŀƛƴǎ ά/ǊŀƊǎΣ /ƻũŜŜΣ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴέ ŜǾŜƴǘ 
ŀǘ {ǘ !ƭōŀƴΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ 9ŀǎǘŜǊΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀŘ т ƭŀŘƛŜǎ ŀǧŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
ŎǊŜŀǝƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ƭƻǾŜƭȅ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ .ƻƴƴŜǘǎΦ ²Ŝƭƭ ŘƻƴŜ ƭŀŘƛŜǎΗ 
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/ŀǎƘ-ƅƻǿ ǿŀǊƴƛƴƎǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ !ƴƴǳŀƭ aŜŜǝƴƎ 
 
{ǘ !ƭōŀƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ {ǘ WƻƘƴΩǎ !ƴƴǳŀƭ aŜŜǝƴƎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƘŜ млΦолŀƳ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ 
ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅ !ǇǊƛƭ сǘƘΦ wƻō DƻǿŘȅ ŀƴŘ !ƭƛ DǊƛŶǘƘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǾƻǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŦƻǊ  
ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ȅŜŀǊ ŀǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘǿŀǊŘŜƴǎΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ ǘƻ wƻō ŀƴŘ !ƭƛ ŦƻǊ 
ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅ Řƻ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿƻǊƪ ǾŜǊȅ ƘŀǊŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƭƻǾŜƭȅ ǎǇƛǊƛǘΦ 
 
¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ wƻō {ǿƛƴŘŜƭƭǎ ƎŀǾŜ ŀ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎƛƴƎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ 
ƻǳǊ ŬƴŀƴŎŜǎΧ 
ϝ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƭƻǎƛƴƎ ϻнлл ǇŜǊ ƳƻƴǘƘΦ  
ϝ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜŀǊ ƛƴ ƳƛƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƎǊŀƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ hCD9a ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ōƛƻƳŀǎǎ ōƻƛƭŜǊ ŀǘ {ǘ !ƭōŀƴΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŜƴŘ ƛƴ ŜƛƎƘǘ ȅŜŀǊǎΩ ǝƳŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ 
ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƛƴ ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴǘƭȅ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ƻŦ ŜȄǇŜƴŘƛǘǳǊŜ ŀǎ ǿŜ Ǉŀȅ ŦƻǊ 
ǘƘŜ ōƛƻƳŀǎǎ ŦǳŜƭΦ 

ϝ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ƳŀŘŜ ŀƴȅ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘƛƻŎŜǎŜ ǎƛƴŎŜ bƻǾŜƳπ
ōŜǊΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŎŀǎƘ-ƅƻǿ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƪΦ 
Lǘ ƛǎ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ǎƘŀǊŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘπ
ƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΦ 

ϝ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǜŀƭƭ ƻŦ ϻтΣллл ƛƴ ǇŀȅƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ bŜǧȅ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΦ ¢ƘŜ   
ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƻǾŜǊ-ǊŀƴΣ ƛƴŎǳǊǊƛƴƎ ŎƻǎǘǎΦ ²Ŝ ƻǊŘŜǊŜŘ ŜȄǘǊŀǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
ǿŀȅΣ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀ ōƻƛƭŜǊΦ /ŜǊǘŀƛƴ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǊŜǇƭŀŎƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘǎ 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ǿŜǊŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ŎƻǎǝƴƎǎΦ !ƴŘ ǎŀŘƭȅ 
ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƭŜǘ Řƻǿƴ ōȅ ƻƴŜ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘƻǊ ǿƘƻ ƻũŜǊŜŘ ƘŜƭǇ ƛƴ ƪƛƴŘ ŀƴŘ 
ǘƘŜƴ ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘΦ ²Ŝ ǎǝƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƎǊŀƴǘ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ƻǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎΣ 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ t// ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜƅŜŎǘ ƻƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀȅǎ ǘƻ ǇƭǳƎ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǇΦ ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ Ŭƴŀƭ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘƻǊǎ b/{ ǳƴǝƭ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ 
ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ 

 
bŜǿ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǾƻǘŜŘ ƻƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ t//Υ tŀǳƭƛƴŜ /ƻǊƴŦƻǊǘƘΣ  
9ŘŘƛŜ DǊŀƘŀƳΣ WŜƴƴƛŦŜǊ [ŀƳōŜǊǘ ŀƴŘ /ŀǘƘǊȅƴ wƛŎƘŀǊŘǎƻƴΦ aŜŀƴǿƘƛƭŜΣ 
ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ ǘƻ aŀȄ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊ ŀƴŘ [ƛȊ ¸ƻǊƪ ǿƘƻǎŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ-ȅŜŀǊ ǘŜǊƳǎ  
ŜƴŘŜŘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅΦ ¢ƛƳ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƻ ŀƛƳ ŦƻǊ ŀ ōƭŜƴŘ 
ƻŦ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ όǿƘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪǎǘƻǊȅύ ŀƴŘ ŦǊŜǎƘ ǇŀƛǊǎ ƻŦ 
ŜȅŜǎ όǿƘƻ Ŏŀƴ ŀǎƪ ΨǿƘȅ Řƻ ǿŜ Řƻ ƛǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘΚΩ 
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 St. Albanôs and St. Johnôs 

Sunday  4th  Third Sunday of Easter   

   9.00am Holy Communion St Johnôs 

  10.30am Holy Communion St Albanôs 

Wednesday  7th  9.30am Holy Communion St Albanôs 

Sunday 11th  Fourth Sunday of Easter  

   9.00am Holy Communion St Johnôs 

  10.30am Holy Communion St Albanôs 

Thursday 15th  9.30am Holy Communion St Johnôs 

Sunday 18th  Fifth Sunday of Easter   

   9.00am Holy Communion St Johnôs 

  10.30am Holy Communion St Albanôs 

Wednesday 21st  9.30am Holy Communion St Albanôs 

Sunday 25th  Sixth Sunday of Easter   

   9.00am Holy Communion St Johnôs 

  10.30am Holy Communion St Albanôs 

Thursday 29th  Thursday: Ascension Day  

   9.30am Holy Communion St Johnôs 

Sunday  1st  Seventh Sunday of Easter   

   9.00am Holy Communion St Johnôs 

  10.30am Holy Communion St Albanôs 

     

     

 

Diary Page for  May 2025  

Church Views magazine email: magazine@stalbansearsdon.org.uk 

Please note - all material for next monthôs magazine 
(June 2025) will need to be in before  
Wednesday 28th May. Thank you,    Jean. 
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St. Albanôs and St. Johnôs 

Sunday Gospel Readings for May 2025 : 

 4th 11th 18th 

WƻƘƴ нмΦм-мф WƻƘƴ млΦнн-ол WƻƘƴ моΦом-ор 

   

   

25th  1st June  

WƻƘƴ рΦм-ф WƻƘƴ мтΦнл-ŜƴŘ  

   

   
Would you like to be confirmed? 

Mark Wroe, the Bishop of Berwick, is coming to St Albanôs for 
a confirmation service on Sunday July 20th. Please contact Revd 
Tim Mayfield (07414 601351) if you would like to be prepared 
for confirmation. 

A Commissioning for the Pastoral Team 18.5 

The members of our Pastoral Team will be commissioned at a 
special 10.30am service in St Albanôs on Sunday May 18th. The 
Pastoral Team works alongside the vicar, sharing with him the 
privilege of caring for the congregation at St Albanôs and St 
Johnôs. 

The Pastoral Team currently consists of Janet Dobson, Ali Grif-
fiths, Linda Reynolds, Cathryn Richardson and Liz York. Do let 
us know if you would like to explore becoming a member of the 
team yourself. 

Revd Tim Mayfield 
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       STRETTLE of Newcastle Ltd.  
             Office, showrooms and works 
      Mooredge Road, Shiremoor NE27 0HU 
                   Tel: (0191) 253 3222 
            www.strettle.co.uk  
          Tel: (0191) 252 8222 (24 hours) 
    óA familiar name with a service you can trust.ô 
     Strettle Memorials ï Monumental Sculptors 
Strettle Funeral Management  ï Funeral Directors 

 

With branches at West Road, Newcastle upon Tyne, 
West Road, Ponteland and Saltwell Road, Gateshead 
   And re-opening soon at South Street, Shiremoor  
          (previously Gary Staker and Purves)  

 

If you have any suggestions, comments or requests  
regarding the magazine, or for anyone thinking of  
sending in their contribution for publication, please 
email it to magazine@StAlbansEarsdon.org.uk   
or call Jean on 0191 2377273.  

http://www.strettle.co.uk
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Haydn Fairley Electrician 
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/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ 
hƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅ !ǇǊƛƭ моǘƘ όtŀƭƳ {ǳƴŘŀȅύ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜŘ ƻǳǊ 
9ŀǎǘŜǊ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭΦ CƛƊŜŜƴ ŀŘǳƭǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŬƊŜŜƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ 
ǎǘƻǊȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎǎΣ ŎǊŀƊ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ .ŀǊōŀǊŀΣ ŜŀŎƘ ŎƘƛƭŘ 
ƘŀŘ ŀ ŎŀǊŘōƻŀǊŘ ŎǊƻǎǎ ǎƘŀǇŜ όǇƛŎǘǳǊŜŘύΦ hƴǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǎǘǳŎƪ ǎǝŎƪŜǊǎ 
ƳŀǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ǎǘŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ ǎǘƻǊȅΣ ƎǊŀŘǳŀƭƭȅ ŬƭƭƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ŎǊƻǎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎΦ 
 
! ōƛƎ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ Chh5Φ hƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ  
ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿŜǊŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƭƻǾŜƭȅ ŦǊŜǎƘ ŎŀƪŜ ōŀƪŜŘ ōȅ .ŀǊōŀǊŀΦ 
aŜŀƴǿƘƛƭŜΣ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ !ƭƛΣ ǘƘŜ  
ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ƘŀŘ ŀ ŘŜƭƛŎƛƻǳǎ Iƻǘ /Ǌƻǎǎ 
.ǳƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƭŜƊ ƘŀǇǇƛƭȅ 
ŎƭǳǘŎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ 9ƎƎ όŀƎŀƛƴ 
ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ !ƭƛύΦ 
 

hǳǊ ƴŜȄǘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ƻƴ 
WǳƴŜ уǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ  
tŜƴǘŜŎƻǎǘΦ 
wŜǾŘ ¢ƛƳ aŀȅŬŜƭŘ 
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All in the month of May  

It was é 
 

ρσππ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÁÇÏȟ ÏÎ ςφÔÈ -ÁÙ χςυ ÔÈÁÔ 
ÔÈÅ 6ÅÎÅÒÁÂÌÅ "ÅÄÅ ÄÉÅÄȢ 4ÈÉÓ  
%ÎÇÌÉÓÈ "ÅÎÅÄÉÃÔÉÎÅ ÍÏÎËȟ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÉÁÎȟ 
ÌÉÎÇÕÉÓÔȟ ÔÒÁÎÓÌÁÔÏÒ ÁÎÄ ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒ ÉÓ 
ËÎÏ×Î ÁÓ ȬÔÈÅ ÆÁÔÈÅÒ ÏÆ %ÎÇÌÉÓÈ  
ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙȭȢ (Å ÈÅÌÐÅÄ ÔÏ ÐÏÐÕÌÁÒÉÓÅ ÔÈÅ 
ÉÄÅÁ ÏÆ ÄÁÔÉÎÇ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÂÉÒÔÈ  
ÏÆ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ɉ!ÎÎÏ $ÏÍÉÎÉ ɀ !$Ɋ 
 

ςππ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÁÇÏȟ ÏÎ χÔÈ -ÁÙ ρψςυȟ ÔÈÁÔ 
!ÎÔÏÎÉÏ 3ÁÌÉÅÒÉ ÄÉÅÄȢ !Î )ÔÁÌÉÁÎ  
ÃÏÍÐÏÓÅÒȟ ÈÅ ÈÅÌÐÅÄ ÔÏ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐ  
ÏÐÅÒÁÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÁÕÇÈÔ ÃÏÍÐÏÓÅÒÓ  
ÉÎÃÌÕÄÉÎÇ ,ÉÓÚÔȟ 3ÃÈÕÂÅÒÔȟ "ÅÅÔÈÏÖÅÎ 
ÁÎÄ -ÏÚÁÒÔȢ (Å ×ÁÓ ÒÕÍÏÕÒÅÄ ÔÏ 
ÈÁÖÅ ÐÏÉÓÏÎÅÄ -ÏÚÁÒÔȟ ÂÕÔ ÔÈÉÓ ×ÁÓ 
ÌÁÔÅÒ ÐÒÏÖÅÎ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÆÁÌÓÅȢ 
 

ρςυ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÁÇÏȟ ÏÎ ρχÔÈ -ÁÙ ρωππ ÔÈÁÔ 
ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 3ÅÃÏÎÄ "ÏÅÒ 7ÁÒȟ ÔÈÅ ςρχ
-ÄÁÙ 3ÉÅÇÅ ÏÆ -ÁÆÅËÉÎÇ ×ÁÓ ÒÅÌÉÅÖÅÄ 
ÂÙ ςπππ "ÒÉÔÉÓÈ ÆÏÒÃÅÓ ÁÎÄ 3ÏÕÔÈ  
!ÆÒÉÃÁÎ ÖÏÌÕÎÔÅÅÒÓȢ #ÏÌÏÎÅÌ 2ÏÂÅÒÔ 
"ÁÄÅÎ-0Ï×ÅÌÌȟ ×ÈÏ ÌÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÒÃÅÓ 
ÄÅÆÅÎÄÉÎÇ -ÁÆÅËÉÎÇ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÓÉÅÇÅȟ 
ÂÅÃÁÍÅ Á ÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÈÅÒÏȟ ÁÎÄ ÌÁÔÅÒ 
ÆÏÕÎÄÅÄ ÔÈÅ 3ÃÏÕÔÉÎÇ ÍÏÖÅÍÅÎÔȢ 
 

ωπ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÁÇÏȟ ÏÎ ρωÔÈ -ÁÙ ρωσυ ÔÈÁÔ 
4Ȣ %Ȣ ,Á×ÒÅÎÃÅ ɉ,Á×ÒÅÎÃÅ ÏÆ !ÒÁÂÉÁɊ 
ÄÉÅÄ ÉÎ Á ÍÏÔÏÒÃÙÃÌÅ ÁÃÃÉÄÅÎÔȟ ÁÇÅÄ 
τφȢ ! "ÒÉÔÉÓÈ !ÒÍÙ ÏÆПÉÃÅÒȟ ÍÉÌÉÔÁÒÙ 
ÓÔÒÁÔÅÇÉÓÔȟ ÁÒÃÈÁÅÏÌÏÇÉÓÔ ÁÎÄ ×ÒÉÔÅÒȟ 
ÈÅ ÉÓ ÂÅÓÔ ËÎÏ×Î ÆÏÒ ÈÉÓ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓ ÉÎ 
ÔÈÅ -ÉÄÄÌÅ %ÁÓÔ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ 77ρȢ 
 

ψπ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÁÇÏȟ ÏÎ ψÔÈ -ÁÙ ρωτυ ÔÈÁÔ 
6% $ÁÙ ÔÏÏË ÐÌÁÃÅ ɀ ÍÁÒËÉÎÇ 6ÉÃÔÏÒÙ 
ÉÎ %ÕÒÏÐÅ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÅÎÄ ÏÆ 77ςȢ )Ô ×ÁÓ 
ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÅÄ ÁÓ Á ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÈÏÌÉÄÁÙȢ 

 

χυ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÁÇÏȟ ÏÎ ςσÒÄ -ÁÙ ρωυπ ÔÈÁÔ 
-ÁÒÔÉÎ -Ã'ÕÉÎÎÅÓÓȟ )ÒÉÓÈ ÒÅÐÕÂÌÉÃÁÎ 
ÐÏÌÉÔÉÃÉÁÎȟ ×ÁÓ ÂÏÒÎȢ ! ÐÒÏÍÉÎÅÎÔ 
ÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÏÆ 3ÉÎÎ &ÅÉÎ ÁÎÄ Á ÆÏÒÍÅÒ 
ÌÅÁÄÅÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ )2!ȟ ÈÅ ÂÅÃÁÍÅ $ÅÐÕÔÙ 
&ÉÒÓÔ -ÉÎÉÓÔÅÒ ÏÆ .ÏÒÔÈÅÒÎ )ÒÅÌÁÎÄ 
ÕÎÔÉÌ ÈÉÓ ÄÅÁÔÈ ÉÎ ÏÆПÉÃÅ ɉςππχ-ρχɊȢ 
 

τπ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÁÇÏȟ ÏÎ ρσÔÈ -ÁÙ ρωψυ ÔÈÁÔ 
ÔÈÅ ÐÏÐ ÁÌÂÕÍ "ÒÏÔÈÅÒÓ ÉÎ !ÒÍÓ  
ÂÙ $ÉÒÅ 3ÔÒÁÉÔÓ ×ÁÓ ÒÅÌÅÁÓÅÄȢ )Ô  
ÂÅÃÁÍÅ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȭÓ ÍÏÓÔ ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓÆÕÌ 
ÁÌÂÕÍ ÒÅÌÅÁÓÅÄ ÏÎ ÃÏÍÐÁÃÔ ÄÉÓÃȟ ÁÎÄ 
ÔÈÅ ПÉÒÓÔ #$ ÁÌÂÕÍ ÔÏ ÓÅÌÌ ÏÖÅÒ Á  
ÍÉÌÌÉÏÎ ÃÏÐÉÅÓȢ 
 

!ÌÓÏ τπ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÁÇÏȟ ÏÎ ςωÔÈ -ÁÙ ρωψυ 
ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ (ÅÙÓÅÌ 3ÔÁÄÉÕÍ $ÉÓÁÓÔÅÒ 
ÔÏÏË ÐÌÁÃÅ ÉÎ "ÒÕÓÓÅÌÓȢ  σω ÆÏÏÔÂÁÌÌ 
ÆÁÎÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÃÒÕÓÈÅÄ ÔÏ ÄÅÁÔÈ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ 
ÒÉÏÔÉÎÇ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ %ÕÒÏÐÅÁÎ #ÕÐ &ÉÎÁÌ 
ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ ,ÉÖÅÒÐÏÏÌ ÁÎÄ *ÕÖÅÎÔÕÓȢ   
 

σπ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÁÇÏȟ ÏÎ ρσÔÈ -ÁÙ ρωωυ ÔÈÁÔ 
"ÒÉÔÉÓÈ ÍÏÕÎÔÁÉÎÅÅÒ !ÌÉÓÏÎ  
(ÁÒÇÒÅÁÖÅÓ ÂÅÃÁÍÅ ÔÈÅ ПÉÒÓÔ ×ÏÍÁÎ 
ÔÏ ÒÅÁÃÈ ÔÈÅ ÓÕÍÍÉÔ ÏÆ -ÏÕÎÔ  
%ÖÅÒÅÓÔ ÕÎÁÉÄÅÄ ɉ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ ÂÏÔÔÌÅÄ 
ÏØÙÇÅÎ ÏÒ 3ÈÅÒÐÁÓȢɊ 3ÈÅ ÄÉÅÄ ÌÁÔÅÒ 
ÔÈÁÔ ÙÅÁÒȟ ÉÎ !ÕÇÕÓÔȟ ÉÎ Á ÓÔÏÒÍȟ ×ÈÉÌÅ 
ÁÔÔÅÍÐÔÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÃÌÉÍÂ +ςȢ 
 

ςυ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÁÇÏȟ ÏÎ χÔÈ -ÁÙ ςπππ ÔÈÁÔ 
6ÌÁÄÉÍÉÒ 0ÕÔÉÎ ×ÁÓ ÉÎÁÕÇÕÒÁÔÅÄ ÁÓ 
0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ ÏÆ 2ÕÓÓÉÁȢ   
 

ρυ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÁÇÏȟ ÏÎ φÔÈ -ÁÙ ςπρπ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ 
"ÒÉÔÉÓÈ 'ÅÎÅÒÁÌ %ÌÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÒÅÓÕÌÔÅÄ ÉÎ Á 
ÈÕÎÇ ÐÁÒÌÉÁÍÅÎÔȢ ! ÃÏÁÌÉÔÉÏÎ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔ 
×ÁÓ ÆÏÒÍÅÄ ÏÎ ρρÔÈ -ÁÙ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ #ÏÎȤ
ÓÅÒÖÁÔÉÖÅ 0ÁÒÔÙ ÌÅÁÄÅÒȟ $ÁÖÉÄ #ÁÍÅÒÏÎȟ 
ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ,ÉÂÅÒÁÌ $ÅÍÏÃÒÁÔ ÐÁÒÔÙ ÌÅÁÄÅÒȟ 
.ÉÃË #ÌÅÇÇȢ 
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The Nicene Creed is one of the most important documents in the world. It has 
shaped Christian belief for the past 1700 years, affecting hundreds of millions of 
lives.  So here is a bigger Wordsearch than normal, in honour of the brave man 
who gave it to the Church! 

 
This year is the 1700 anniversary of the Nicene Creed.  Athanasius is the 
theologian behind that creed, and his feast day falls on 2nd May.   
 
Athanasius 
Nicene 
Creed 
Theologian 
Egypt 
Council 
Bishop 
Debate 
Christ 
Person 
Worship 
Divine 
Eternal 
Begotten 
God 
From  
Light 
True  
One 
Substance 
Devotion 
Scholarship 
Church  
State 
Exiled 
Flight 
Hiding 
Triumph  
Christology 
Alexandria 
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