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The first months of the year are so aptly named, and Roman, since our 
calendar is Gregorian. January is from Janus, the god with two faces, so 
he finds us looking forward to the new year and back at the old one.  
February is from Februa the feast of cleaning on the last full moon of 
winter, just as our shiny new year is ready to move, and the old year has 
been chucked out. Our Anglo Saxon ancestors in this part of the world 
just called it  Solmanoth, the month of mud. No romance, the men with 
horns in their hats! 
 
March is named for Mars, the god of war, when military campaigns could 
begin again. Sadly with our ever more brilliant technology and ever  
present suspicion of others, now there isnôt a time when that particular 
monster is kept in its cage. 
 
But my favourites of the early year are the next couple of months, less 
grand and somehow happier. April might be more humble, named not for 
a god but from óaprireô ï to open. And donôt things open and just burst 
into colour? But May really fits because it goes back to Maia, the goddess 
of Spring and the growing time. 
 
And after our Christian Easter that is exactly where we are now; into the 
growing time.  Not just planting seeds and crops, but ourselves shrugging 
off the dark days and looking forward to the light again. Although we call 
this time in schools the Summer Term, some of our Universities,  
including Durham, still keep their Terms of Michelmas, Lent, and Easter.  
 
Further afield, how beautiful, I think, that at Magdalen College, Oxford, 
the Easter Term is celebrated at dawn on May Day with madrigals sung 
from the College tower. Even the College name has its own Easter  
resonance, and the celebration is attended by more than a token few, not 
just tourists looking for óquaintô.  
 
May is the preparation time for growing as any gardener knows, but as 
Easter grows into Whitsuntide, so we should prepare to grow with it. 
óMental healthô is a phrase these days which is in some danger of  
diminution by constant reiteration; for some it is becoming synonymous  
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with a right to be permanently happy.  But seeking to remain in a single 
state is narrowing; trying to remain static denies anything the vital chance 
of growth. 
 
Think for a moment of the emotional turmoil and mood swings of the  
disciples in their journey from Easter to Whitsun; euphoria in the  
adulation of the crowds on Palm Sunday, fear and denial during the  
Passion, despair at the Crucifixion, joy at the Resurrection, peace and  
acceptance of purpose after Whit Sunday. Most important of all, the  
courage to set out on their journeys.  
 
By all means letôs see this as a season for preparing our gardens; we love 
to plant now for what summer will bring, and we should care for this 
beautiful and fruitful earth of ours. But let us also see this May as a  
season for us to grow, to cherish each other, to care for more than  
ourselves. Most of all let us take care that when we touch each otherôs 
lives, however fleetingly, we do it gently, so that we donôt just grow, but 
grow closer. 
 
 
 
Gerry Latimer 
Parish of Our Lady Star of the Sea 
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ACORN GARDEN SERVICE 

 

ñAll gardening work undertaken. No matter 
how small or bigò 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Save ÃÃÃôs on 
Tidy ups, Rotovating, Tree work, 
Hedges cut or removed, Fencing, 

Turfing, Lawn cutting or treatment, etc... 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All work guaranteed 
For a free estimate 

Call Robert on (0191) 274 7580 or 
07950548305 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=2ed8tvT7RLQUHM&tbnid=a_WLmUJxU1jwRM:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fbothwellcommunitygarden.wordpress.com%2F&ei=XuS4UbjuG-b80QXvi4CQDQ&psig=AFQjCNGfaWmh2rdtb_LBd2kp7NIGecEQFQ&ust=13711579
http://www.webweaver.nu/clipart/img/nature/plants/gardening/lawn-mower.gif
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BOX BROTHER MOTORS 
 

Now at 
Unit 18b, Wesley Drive, Holystone, 
Benton Square Industrial Estate 
Telephone: (0191) 215 9221 

  
MOT Testing * Servicing * Repairs 

All makes of cars and light commercial vehicles 

 
For all your flowers 

The Garden Shop, florist 
 

Sarah Ramsay 
 

31 Ilfracombe Gardens, Whitley Bay 
Tel: (0191) 2522553 

 
Weddings, Funerals, Births, Anniversaries 

 
http://www.thegardenshopflorist.com/ 

  
The Edward Eccles Hall is available for hire - 

Birthday Parties, Anniversaries,  
Funeral Wakes etc. 

 
Ã22.00 per hour. 

Please ring (0191) 237 3705  
to enquire about availability. 
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1 Farringdon Road, Cullercoats 
 

Tel: (0191) 252 6500 or (0191) 257 0222 

Serving North Tyneside  
and the Newcastle Area  

Personal 24 hour Service 
Private  Rest Facilities 
Pre-arrangement Plans 
for Peace of Mind 

R. J. Ryland 
MBIE, DIP.FD, MBIFD 
 
Caring for your loved ones  
with dignity and understanding 
 
www.rylandfuneral.co.uk    
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HOME SERVICES (NE) LTD. 
HIGH QUALITY DOMESTIC & HOME  

SUPPORT SERVICE 
EST. FOR 20 YEARS. 

ALL DOMESTIC WORK, LAUNDRY/IRONING, 
MEAL PREPARATION, SHOPPING, CLEANING 
INSIDE WINDOWS, AND COMPANIONSHIP  
 
All staff are local, police checked and not self employed. We are covered 
by a business insurance policy. 
 
You will get the same workers on the same day, at the same time. Every 
visit to suit your needs. We provide a free, no obligation assessment to 
determine you individual needs. During each visit we will carry out the 
task you say need doing within your chosen time slot. We can also carry 
out tasks outside your chosen time slot. 
 
If our clients or their families are feeling unwell, cannot manage or just 
have no time, they ring us and we can help. We have popped in to see 
clients to change light bulbs, take pets to the vets, and pick up shopping. 
We have accompanied clients to hospital/doctors, walked dogs, called 
plumbers/electricians, mobile hairdressers and arranged to have bins  
emptied and rubbish removed. Just to mention a few of the things we 
have done for our clients. Anything clients need doing (within health & 
safety guidelines), we will do our best to help. Our services can be  
increased or decreased according to changes in circumstances. 

 
FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CALL JAN LEE  

Tele: (0191) 296 6838 
Mobile: 07890690202 

E-Mail: leejanet253@gmail.com  
 

Yell.com 5-star review! 
Check out the individual reviews at 

https://www.yell.com/biz/home-services-ne-ltd-north-shields-8827785/ 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 
Forthcoming events  
The Parish of Earsdon and Backworth organises a number of social events 
throughout the year to raise funds and encourage fellowship.   
 
 
St Albanôs: 

From Tuesday 23rd May 2023 -  
St Albanôs Ramblers group is back again for the  
summer, meeting every Tuesday outside the Vicarage, 
at 7pm.  All are welcome to come and join us.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please do consider using the services of our advertisers who loyally 
support our church magazine.  If you know anyone who would be  
interested in taking out an advertisement, please   
                  email:  magazine@stalbansearsdon.org.uk   

or call Jean on 0191 2377273 

Sunday  7th May 
After church 
in the Hall 

Coronation Lunch 

Saturday 24th June 
7.00pm in 
church 

Backworth Male Voice Choir and 
Backworth Brass Band Concert 

Saturdays throughout the summer 
St Albanôs Parishionersô  
Open Gardens 
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 As explained in Marchôs magazine, just before the full lockdown in 2020, 
some parishioners of St Albanôs church were unable to get out and see 
people, and were not online. Pat Hugman suggested to Ella, Sylvia, Liz, 
Ali and Sandyé a óWalk Aroundô visiting homebound people on a  
weekly basis, calling at their doors for a chat.   
This lovely group has now evolved into The Wednesday Walkers,  
meeting regularly, holding occasional raffles, and running a tombola at 
the Market held in the Eccles Hall.  These profits go towards refurbishing 
the hall, and so far a very impressive total of Ã400 has been donated!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Following the 
huge success of 
their Christmas 
Party, they have 
now arranged this 
entertainment for 
us all, and again, 
profits will go  
towards repairing, 
cleaning and  
painting of the  
Eccles Hall.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


