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According to the liturgical calendar, we are at the start of the longest  
period of the Church year, Ordinary Time, stretching from the  
14th Sunday of the Year in June to the far distant 33rd Sunday of the Year  
in November. Ordinary Time or Sundays of the Year are those Sundays 
which fall outside Christmas, Easter, Pentecost, Advent and Lent, but  
Ordinary always makes the four Sundays of July sound very routine, even 
dull, which is a shame, because July has always been one of my favourite 
months of the year, an exciting month in so many ways. 
 
In my working life - and now that itôs long gone I wonder how I ever 
found the time to go to work - July was always a month of stops and 
starts. The school year stopped, the long summer holiday started; Year 13,  
(the Upper Sixth in old money), people I had taught and watched grow 
from children to young adults over seven school years said their  
goodbyes, new Year 7 pupils who were about to start that journey were 
still just faceless names on lists. For those ónamesô it was the end of being 
the big ones in a small school, and being a bit scared of becoming the  
little ones in a big school ï but the Year 12 and 13 girls enjoyed it when 
new starters called them óMissô. I know, my terminology is now not just 
outdated, but very probably outlawed!  
 
July was an end and a beginning; the exams and reports had gone and end 
of term competitions and sports had begun - in sunny July everybody 
wants to be a PE teacher - and finally the closing school gates heralded 
the halcyon first evening of the summer holiday.  I didnôt realise just how 
emphatic a change July could bring until early retirement took me from 
nearly twenty years in one school to a new job in a new role with new 
people, no longer the old hand who people asked for advice but the new 
bloke who had to ask everybody else.  
 
But time is a continuum, not something that stops and then begins again 
as a separate item. Old and new colleagues stay in touch, former pupils 
appear again - sometimes unexpectedly. Like the stern Ward Sister taking 
details who asked if I suffered from indigestion. When I said not since I 
stopped teaching she suddenly laughed and said, ñOh, come on, we  
werenôt that bad!ò  What an ambush. 

THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH 
July 2022 
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Life in our parish was not stopped by Covid and re-started afterwards as 
something different, it has continued. First Communions have just been 
celebrated, the next step on those childrenôs journey of Faith, a rite of  
passage for their families particularly to celebrate, new pictures to add to 
the collections. As I write, there have been six baptisms so far in this 
month of June, yet more events to be celebrated. The Food Bank  
collections continued every Monday, and still not only provide a service 
to the community but offer something of a meeting point, such an  
essential addition to our lives now.  
 
The longer warmer days mean that the town garden of the parish house at 
St Edwardôs and the wider grounds at Immaculate Heart of Mary are now 
bursts of colour, the gardeners providing us not only with flowers and 
rose beds which are a joy to see but the seats there offering places for  
quiet meditation. Inside our churches, flower arrangements bring their 
own special enhancement.  
 
As the Covid pandemic has begun to decline our congregations have  
begun to grow again and attendance feels more normal. The volume of 
hymns and responses has risen, and they  now sound like they always 
used to sound. After so much disruption, this July will be happier, more 
open and welcoming. July may be in Ordinary Time on the liturgical  
calendar, but Iôm happy to say that it feels anything but ordinary at the 
moment - and long may it continue not to be. 
 
Gerry Latimer  
Parish of Star of the Sea   
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ACORN GARDEN SERVICE 

 

ñAll gardening work undertaken. No matter 
how small or bigò 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Save ÃÃÃôs on 
Tidy ups, Rotovating, Tree work, 
Hedges cut or removed, Fencing, 

Turfing, Lawn cutting or treatment, etc... 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All work guaranteed 
For a free estimate 

Call Robert on (0191) 274 7580 or 
07950548305 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=2ed8tvT7RLQUHM&tbnid=a_WLmUJxU1jwRM:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fbothwellcommunitygarden.wordpress.com%2F&ei=XuS4UbjuG-b80QXvi4CQDQ&psig=AFQjCNGfaWmh2rdtb_LBd2kp7NIGecEQFQ&ust=13711579
http://www.webweaver.nu/clipart/img/nature/plants/gardening/lawn-mower.gif
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BOX BROTHER MOTORS 
 

Now at 
Unit 18b, Wesley Drive, Holystone, 
Benton Square Industrial Estate 
Telephone: (0191) 215 9221 

  
MOT Testing * Servicing * Repairs 

All makes of cars and light commercial vehicles 

 
For all your flowers 

The Garden Shop, florist 
 

Sarah Ramsay 
 

31 Ilfracombe Gardens, Whitley Bay 
Tel: (0191) 2522553 

 
Weddings, Funerals, Births, Anniversaries 

 
http://www.thegardenshopflorist.com/ 

  
The Edward Eccles Hall is available for hire - 

Birthday Parties, Anniversaries,  
Funeral Wakes etc. 

 
Ã20.00 per hour. 

Please ring (0191) 237 3705  
to enquire about availability. 
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1 Farringdon Road, Cullercoats 
 

Tel: (0191) 252 6500 or (0191) 257 0222 

Serving North Tyneside  
and the Newcastle Area  

Personal 24 hour Service 
Private  Rest Facilities 
Pre-arrangement Plans 
for Peace of Mind 

R. J. Ryland 
MBIE, DIP.FD, MBIFD 
 
Caring for your loved ones  
with dignity and understanding 
 
www.rylandfuneral.co.uk    
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HOME SERVICES (NE) LTD. 
HIGH QUALITY DOMESTIC & HOME  

SUPPORT SERVICE 
EST. FOR 20 YEARS. 

ALL DOMESTIC WORK, LAUNDRY/IRONING, 
MEAL PREPARATION, SHOPPING, CLEANING 
INSIDE WINDOWS, AND COMPANIONSHIP  
 
All staff are local, police checked and not self employed. We are covered 
by a business insurance policy. 
 
You will get the same workers on the same day, at the same time. Every 
visit to suit your needs. We provide a free, no obligation assessment to 
determine you individual needs. During each visit we will carry out the 
task you say need doing within your chosen time slot. We can also carry 
out tasks outside your chosen time slot. 
 
If our clients or their families are feeling unwell, cannot manage or just 
have no time, they ring us and we can help. We have popped in to see 
clients to change light bulbs, take pets to the vets, and pick up shopping. 
We have accompanied clients to hospital/doctors, walked dogs, called 
plumbers/electricians, mobile hairdressers and arranged to have bins  
emptied and rubbish removed. Just to mention a few of the things we 
have done for our clients. Anything clients need doing (within health & 
safety guidelines), we will do our best to help. Our services can be  
increased or decreased according to changes in circumstances. 

 
FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CALL JAN LEE  

Tele: (0191) 296 6838 
Mobile: 07890690202 

E-Mail: leejanet253@gmail.com  
 

Yell.com 5-star review! 
Check out the individual reviews at 

https://www.yell.com/biz/home-services-ne-ltd-north-shields-8827785/ 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 
Forthcoming events  
The Parish of Earsdon and Backworth organises a number of social events 
throughout the year to raise funds and encourage fellowship.   
 
 
Earsdon With Backworth Mothersô Union  
 

Our postponed meeting finally took place on June 22nd but sadly  
Christine was still testing  positive with Covid and was unable to join us 
again.  Because of the change of date other members were also missing 
due to prior engagements!  
However.....the select group who came enjoyed a social afternoon, cuppa 
and chin wag, after our service. 
We were extremely grateful to Sarah Chambers who, so sympathetically, 
took the service remembering all of our members who were unable to join 
us because of ill health. 
Notices for our forth coming MU events were read and money taken for 
our July Outing. This is an open invitation to anyone who would like to 
join us.  
We are going on Thursday 21st July, leaving by coach at 12.40 We are 
travelling up to Jedburgh to enjoy a wander around both Woollen Mill 
shops there. Both stores have a coffee shop where you can enjoy a drink if 
you wish, before driving to Corbridge where we are having tea at  
The Angel. We will be back in Whitley Bay by approximately 7.30pm. 
The cost to include coach travel and a 2 or 3 course meal is Ã30 or Ã35.  
 

If you and your friends would like to join us please ring Sandy on  
0191 2523919 and you will be made more than welcome.  
We are a very friendly crowd! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Please do consider using the services of our advertisers who loyally 
support our church magazine.  If you know anyone who would be  
interested in taking out an advertisement, please   
                  email:  magazine@stalbansearsdon.org.uk   

or call Jean on 0191 2377273 
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St Albanôs 
 

Please see pages 14 and 15 for our current Open Gardens update.  
 
St Albanôs Ramblers group is back again for the  
summer, meeting every Tuesday outside the Vicarage, 
at 7pm.  All are welcome to come and join us.   
 
 
 
 
A message from Joyce Whitehouse:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Thank you to those who sent cards and messages of 
support following my recent heart valve replacement.  
 
Recovery is slow but steady, but your concern and 
practical help has been invaluable.  

Wɯˏʘ y˛ʢ cˉʘÙʠ ˞uʠ y˛ˤʞ 
˞rˉʄˏrʟ ˔ntʙ w˛rdʟ, Goʋ ɯeˉrʟ 
y˛ˤʞ ɯeʆᴍ.   
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15th July St Swithun (or Swithin) - saint for a rainy day 
 
St Swithin is apparently the saint you can blame for rainy summers.  It is 
said that if it rains on his special day, 15th July, it will then rain for 40 
days after that.  It all began when Swithin was made Bishop of Winches-
ter in 852 by King Ethelwulf of Wessex. It was an important posting:  
Winchester was the capital of Wessex, and during the 10 years Swithin 
was there, Wessex became the most important kingdom of England.   
  
During his life, instead of washing out peopleôs summer holidays, and 
damping down their spirits, Swithin seems to have done a lot of good.  He 
was famous for his charitable gifts and for his energy in getting churches 
built.  When he was dying in 862, he asked that he be buried in the ceme-
tery of the Old Minster, just outside the west door.   
 
If he had been left there in peace, who knows how many rainy  
summers the English may have been spared over the last 1000 years.  But, 
no, it was decided to move Swithin.  By now, the 960s,  
Winchester had become the first monastic cathedral chapter in  
England, and the newly installed monks wanted Swithin in the  
cathedral with them.  So finally, on 15 July 971, his bones were dug up 
and Swithin was transferred into the cathedral.   

That same day many people claimed to have had miraculous cures.     
Certainly everyone got wet, for the heavens opened.  The unusually heavy 
rain that day, and on the days following, was attributed to the power of   
St Swithin.  Swithin was moved again in 1093, into the new Winchester 
cathedral.  His shrine 
was a popular place of 
pilgrimage throughout 
the middle ages.  The 
shrine was destroyed 
during the           
Reformation and           
restored in 1962.    
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Somebody finally invented a solar-powered laundry dryer. It's called a 
óclothes-lineô. 

***** 
 
A two-man pup tent is no good for two men or a pup.  

 
***** 

 
Some people won't suffer in silence because that would take all the  
pleasure out of it. 

***** 
 
A man and his ten-year-old son were on a fishing trip, miles from home. 
At the boy's insistence, they decided to attend the Sunday worship service 
at a small rural church. The father forgot to bring any cash, so he reached 
in his pocket and gave his son 10p to drop in the offering plate as it was 
passed. As they walked back to their car after the service, the father  
complained. "The service was too long," he lamented. "The sermon was 
boring, and the singing was off key."  
 
Finally the boy said, "Dad, I thought it was pretty good for 10p." 
 

***** 
 
Summer guide to modern science around the house 
        1. If it's green or it wiggles, it's Biology. 
        2. If it stinks or explodes, it's Chemistry. 
        3. If it doesn't work, it's Physics. 
 

***** 
 
Whoever said "Out of sight, out of mind" never had a large spider  
disappear in the bedroom. 

***** 
 

Smile-lines 
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It wasé 
 
125 years ago, on 21st 
July 1897 that the Tate 
Britain art museum 
opened in London. 
 

100 years ago, on 28th 
July 1922 that Jacques 
Piccard, Belgian born 
Swiss oceanographer 
and engineer was born. 
Best known for  
developing deep-sea 
submarines, and for 
becoming one of the 
first two people to 
reach the Mariana 
Trench, the deepest 
point on earth. (Died 
2008)  
 
80 years ago, on 4th 
July 1942 that the 
Siege of Sevastopol 
ended. Axis forces 
captured the Crimean 
port city which they 
had first attacked in 
October 1941. 
 
Also 80 years ago, on 
22nd July 1942 that the 
Nazis began the mass 
transportation of Jews 
from the Warsaw 
Ghetto in Poland to the 
Treblinka  
extermination camp. 

 
Also 80 years ago on 
31st July 1942 that the 
British charity Oxfam 
was founded. (Oxford 
Committee for Famine 
Relief) 
 
75 years ago, on 9th 
July 1947 that  
Buckingham Palace 
announced the  
engagement of  
Princess Elizabeth 
(later Queen Elizabeth 
II) to Lieutenant Philip 
Mountbatten. 
 
65 years ago, on 6th 
July 1957 that John 
Lennon and Paul 
McCartney met for the 
first time at a church 
hall in Liverpool, 
where 16-year-old 
Lennon was  
performing with his 
skiffle group the  
Quarrymen. 15-year-
old McCartney joined 
as a rhythm guitarist 
shortly afterwards, and 
the pair went on to 
form the Beatles. 
 
50 years ago, on 21st 
July 1972 that Bloody 
Friday took place when 

the IRA exploded 22 
bombs in Belfast,  
killing nine people and 
injuring 130. 
 
40 years ago, on 9th 
July 1982 that Michael 
Fagan broke into 
Buckingham Palace 
and spent 10 minutes 
talking to the Queen in 
her bedroom. 
 
25 years ago, on 1st 
July 1997 that the UK 
returned Hong Kong to 
China after more than 
150 years. 
 
15 years ago, on 1st 
July 2007 that smoking 
was banned in all  
enclosed workspaces 
in England.  
 

Also 10 years ago, 
from 27th July to 12th 
August 2012 that the 
Summer Olympics 
were held in London. 

BITS óNô PIECES 
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