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Whoa folks, those bad guys have unhitched Trigger! There are a lot of 
them, and none of them is wearing a White Hat. Trigger should not be 
running loose because he is not Roy Rogersô Trigger, heôs my own, my 
very own hobby-horse, and his full name is Trigger Warnings. But even 
he is under threat from one California University which wants óTriggerô 
removed from óWarningsô because of its association with firearms.  
 
I am happy that not one of the books I got for Christmas was so  
dangerous that I was advised not to read it ï but then my family know my 
taste in reading since I stopped teaching English Lit - none of my current 
books will ever enter that rarefied atmosphere.   
 
But pity our poor students. The Russell Group, the organisation of top 
Universities, has now issued a THOUSAND trigger warnings on books 
that students might find upsetting. Hands up anyone who knows a student 
likely to read that many books! 
 
Well, Cambridge University and the Globe Theatre both warn against 
Shakespeare, particularly the horrifying Romeo and Juliet.  Maybe we 
should applaud Nahum Tate, the poet laureate who gave King Lear a  
happy ending so it didnôt upset theatre audiences. Charles Dickens, the 
monster, is clobbered by Salford University for A Christmas Carol with 
those ghosts and time-slips, and A Tale of Two Cities merits a warning 
about beheadings and imprisonment, so if you have never heard of the 
guillotine, donôt go there - it might be a far, far better thing that you do 
than you have ever done...  Donôt even start me on Oliver Twist. 
 
But skipping London University, trying to save students from the terror of 
Jane Austenôs long frocks or Charlotte Bront± burning houses, letôs  
wander lonely as a cloud to Wordsworth. How many friends do you have 
who have ever been frightened by a daffodil? Or even a host of golden 
ones come to that? 
 
 

THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH 
February 2023 
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But in the prize categories, Chester Universityôs warning against Harry 
Potter is runner-up to the outright winner, the University of Aberdeen 
which advises students to ñSeek help if you are unable to cope with the 
themes of this book.ò The book is Peter Pan.  
 
But times and taboos change. As long ago as the Sixties Professor Tom 
Lehrer lamented that when he went to college, everyone knew you  
couldnôt say certain words in front of a girl, ñBut  nowò, he continued, 
ñyou can say all the words, but you canôt say ógirlô ò.  
 
Itôs easy to mock this trend, but itôs saddening that anyone is being  
advised not to embrace so much that is great, instructive, uplifting, or just 
plain fun.  
 
Wouldnôt we be better teaching our students and the others who are going 
to inherit our beautiful but very imperfect world that there is a vital need 
for tolerance? Allowing them to learn that because someoneôs view is  
different from theirs it does not mean itôs hostile?  
 
Our future will be brighter if we teach them to keep open their books and 
their minds; teach them to reach out rather than shut out. Closing book 
covers may too easily lead to closing doors.  
 
This February letôs try to keep open our books, our minds and our doors.  
 
Gerry Latimer 
Parish of Our Lady Star of the Sea 
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ACORN GARDEN SERVICE 

 

ñAll gardening work undertaken. No matter 
how small or bigò 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Save ÃÃÃôs on 
Tidy ups, Rotovating, Tree work, 
Hedges cut or removed, Fencing, 

Turfing, Lawn cutting or treatment, etc... 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All work guaranteed 
For a free estimate 

Call Robert on (0191) 274 7580 or 
07950548305 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=2ed8tvT7RLQUHM&tbnid=a_WLmUJxU1jwRM:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fbothwellcommunitygarden.wordpress.com%2F&ei=XuS4UbjuG-b80QXvi4CQDQ&psig=AFQjCNGfaWmh2rdtb_LBd2kp7NIGecEQFQ&ust=13711579
http://www.webweaver.nu/clipart/img/nature/plants/gardening/lawn-mower.gif
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BOX BROTHER MOTORS 
 

Now at 
Unit 18b, Wesley Drive, Holystone, 
Benton Square Industrial Estate 
Telephone: (0191) 215 9221 

  
MOT Testing * Servicing * Repairs 

All makes of cars and light commercial vehicles 

 
For all your flowers 

The Garden Shop, florist 
 

Sarah Ramsay 
 

31 Ilfracombe Gardens, Whitley Bay 
Tel: (0191) 2522553 

 
Weddings, Funerals, Births, Anniversaries 

 
http://www.thegardenshopflorist.com/ 

 
The Edward Eccles Hall is available for hire - 

Birthday Parties, Anniversaries,  
Funeral Wakes etc. 

 
Ã22.00 per hour. 

Please ring (0191) 237 3705  
to enquire about availability. 
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1 Farringdon Road, Cullercoats 
 

Tel: (0191) 252 6500 or (0191) 257 0222 

Serving North Tyneside  
and the Newcastle Area  

Personal 24 hour Service 
Private  Rest Facilities 
Pre-arrangement Plans 
for Peace of Mind 

R. J. Ryland 
MBIE, DIP.FD, MBIFD 
 
Caring for your loved ones  
with dignity and understanding 
 
www.rylandfuneral.co.uk    
 
 
 



7 

 

 

HOME SERVICES (NE) LTD. 
HIGH QUALITY DOMESTIC & HOME  

SUPPORT SERVICE 
EST. FOR 20 YEARS. 

ALL DOMESTIC WORK, LAUNDRY/IRONING, 
MEAL PREPARATION, SHOPPING, CLEANING 
INSIDE WINDOWS, AND COMPANIONSHIP  
 
All staff are local, police checked and not self employed. We are covered 
by a business insurance policy. 
 
You will get the same workers on the same day, at the same time. Every 
visit to suit your needs. We provide a free, no obligation assessment to 
determine you individual needs. During each visit we will carry out the 
task you say need doing within your chosen time slot. We can also carry 
out tasks outside your chosen time slot. 
 
If our clients or their families are feeling unwell, cannot manage or just 
have no time, they ring us and we can help. We have popped in to see 
clients to change light bulbs, take pets to the vets, and pick up shopping. 
We have accompanied clients to hospital/doctors, walked dogs, called 
plumbers/electricians, mobile hairdressers and arranged to have bins  
emptied and rubbish removed. Just to mention a few of the things we 
have done for our clients. Anything clients need doing (within health & 
safety guidelines), we will do our best to help. Our services can be  
increased or decreased according to changes in circumstances. 

 
FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CALL JAN LEE  

Tele: (0191) 296 6838 
Mobile: 07890690202 

E-Mail: leejanet253@gmail.com  
 

Yell.com 5-star review! 
Check out the individual reviews at 

https://www.yell.com/biz/home-services-ne-ltd-north-shields-8827785/ 
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The letter on the next page is a bit too faint to read properly, so Iôve  
reproduced the text here, in a larger font.  Jean.  
 
Dear Mrs Richardson 
 
I would like to thank St Albanôs Earsdon & St Johnôs Backworth on 
behalf of the Great North Air Ambulance Service (GNAAS) for the 
recent donation of  Ã305.00. 
 
Your fundraising achievement allows us to be there across the region 
for those people who need us the most. People like Pete Holland, a 
motorcyclist who was involved in a serious crash on the A68, County 
Durham, while out riding with his son. Mr Holland was assessed and 
treated by the GNAAS paramedic and doctor before being admitted to 
the Royal Victoria Infirmary in Newcastle for ongoing treatment. The 
accident left him with a great admiration for the staff at GNAAS and 
the hospital who helped him in his time of need. He said,  
ñI was greatly relieved that they turned up for me. Prompt reaction, 
expert in their field, got me to the right place at the right time, where 
again expert staff took over me at the RVI and took great care. Just 
wonderful.ò  
 
We think all of our supporters who fundraise for us are amazing, as 
without you we simply couldnôt raise the money we need to continue 
operating our life-saving service, which last year cost a staggering 
Ã5.3 million. 
 
Once more, thank you for your support, we couldnôt continue to  
operate without you. We appreciate all donations and will never  
pressurise our supporters into giving more. If, for any reason you 
would like to speak to us, you can contact us on 01325 487 263 or 
visit www.gnaas.com.  Weôd love to hear from you.  

If you have any suggestions, comments or requests  
regarding the magazine, or for anyone thinking of  
sending in their contribution for publication, please 
email it to magazine@StAlbansEarsdon.org.uk   
or call Jean on 0191 2377273.  



9 

 

 

xxxxxxx

Cathryn Richardson received this ñThank Youò letter from the Great 
North Air Ambulance, after they received the donation raised from St 
Albanôs and St Johnôs community Christmas Card:  
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   Itôs hard to see the tiny Christmas angels on the wall at St Johnôs, 
Backworth - but what a delightful gesture!  
 
Thank you to Alison who displayed the Christmas Angels for  
community collection in December. They disappeared within two 
hours, nice to know they are collectible. 


