


THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH
April 2025

Easter Sunday is on 20" April — it's very late this year, isn’t it? And on
Easter Sunday, the people who don’t go to church very often (me
included) fill up the pews for one Sunday only.

There was a form given out at St Alban’s church a few weeks ago. You
had to fill in this form if you wanted to be on the Electoral Roll — the list
of people considered to be members of the congregation, and who have
the right to vote at church meetings.

To be allowed on the list, you had to either live in the parish or be a
regular churchgoer.

Well, I don't live in the parish, and I don't go to church very regularly at
all. Maybe I'm lazy, maybe I'm disorganised, maybe I'm very busy, but
one thing is for sure: I'm just Not Very Good At Going. But is there any
way I could describe myself as a regular?

My dad, as a child, would tease his grandma when she said that she ate
prunes to “keep her regular” .“What do you mean, regular?" he would
ask her, with a cheeky glint in his eye. "Regular at what??” he added. It
didn’t go down very well.

A very kind woman at St Alban’s, Sarah, told me that [ am a regular
churchgoer. "You come at regular intervals" she said. She's right. I go
about once every six months. And when I do go, I get a lot out of it:
spiritually, socially, and educationally.

And those are three things which I think are really important about going
to church, and which feed you when you go to church regularly, in the
sense of habitually. In fact, let's use the word ‘habitually’ rather than
‘regularly’ That's actually the word which was used on the form I was
talking about: ‘habitually’ Let’s talk about having a habit of going to
church — or, of course, taking part in online live-streamed services when
possible.



1 Habitual churchgoing is good for us, spiritually. I feel more connected
with God and with the Christian church throughout the world when I
make it my habit to go to church.

1 Habitual churchgoing is good for us, socially. I catch up with my
fellow Christian friends when I make it my habit to go to church.
They look out for me, and I for them. There is a sense of social
belonging connected with habitual churchgoing.

1 Habitual churchgoing is good for us, educationally. When I don’t go
to church much, I can easily tell myself that I know what's in the
Bible, and what Christianity is all about, but the more I go to church,
the more I learn. Biblical truths become clearer to me, and I'm more
likely to remember the Bible’s teachings in my everyday life, if I
make it my habit to go to church.

There are probably many more ways in which habitual churchgoing is
a good thing. If you aren’t a habitual churchgoer, have a think about
what you would get from attending church more often. Or, if you
already go habitually, think about what you would lose from going
less often.

I'm going to try to make churchgoing my habit — are you?

Best wishes, Gillian France.




ACORN GARDEN SERVICE

“All gardening work undertaken. No matter
how small or big”

Save £££°s on
Tidy ups, Rotovating, Tree work,
Hedges cut or removed, Fencing,
Turfing, Lawn cutting or treatment, etc...

All work guaranteed
For a free estimate
Call Robert on (0191) 274 7580 or
07950548305
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http://www.webweaver.nu/clipart/img/nature/plants/gardening/lawn-mower.gif

BOX BROTHER MOTORS

Now at
Unit 18b, Wesley Drive, Holystone,
Benton Square Industrial Estate
Telephone: (0191) 215 9221

MOT Testing * Servicing * Repairs
All makes of cars and light commercial vehicles

For all your flowers
The Garden Shop, florist

Sarah Ramsay

31 Ilfracombe Gardens, Whitley Bay i3
Tel: (0191) 2522553

Weddings, Funerals, Births, Anniversaries

http://www.thegardenshopflorist.com/

The Edward Eccles Hall is available for hire -
Birthday Parties, Anniversaries,
Funeral Wakes etc.

£22.00 per hour.
Please ring (0191) 237 3705
to enquire about availability.




E Holy Week and Easter at St Alban’s and St John’s

= April 13"

= Palm Sunday

= 9.00am Holy Communion for Palm Sunday at St John’s

= 10.30am Holy Communion for Palm Sunday at St Alban’s
E 4.00pm Children’s Church Easter Special, at St John’s

= Monday April 14™

= 7.30pm Holy Communion for the Monday of Holy Week, at St Al-
= ban’s*

* Tuesday April 15"

»7.30pm Holy Communion for the Tuesday of Holy Week, at St Al-
" ban’s*

E Wednesday April 16™

* 9.30am Holy Communion at St Alban’s

=7.30pm Holy Communion for the Wednesday of Holy Week, at St
= Alban’s*

E *These three simple, spacious, said services will feature the story of
= Holy Week according to Luke

= Thursday April 17®
= Maundy Thursday
= 7.30pm Holy Communion at St Alban’s, followed by Gethsemane

% If you have any suggestions, comments or requests

* regarding the magazine, or for anyone thinking of

: sending in their contribution for publication, please emai
* it to magazine@StAlbansEarsdon.org.uk

- or call Jean on 0191 2377273.

:Thank you. :

Church Views magazine email: magazine(@stalbansearsdon.org.uk



HOME SERVICES (NE) LTD.

HIGH QUALITY DOMESTIC & HOME
SUPPORT SERVICE
EST. FOR 20 YEARS.

ALL DOMESTIC WORK, LAUNDRY/IRONING,
MEAL PREPARATION, SHOPPING, CLEANING
INSIDE WINDOWS, AND COMPANIONSHIP

All staff are local, police checked and not self employed. We are covered
by a business insurance policy.

You will get the same workers on the same day, at the same time. Every
visit to suit your needs. We provide a free, no obligation assessment to
determine you individual needs. During each visit we will carry out the
task you say need doing within your chosen time slot. We can also carry
out tasks outside your chosen time slot.

If our clients or their families are feeling unwell, cannot manage or just
have no time, they ring us and we can help. We have popped in to see
clients to change light bulbs, take pets to the vets, and pick up shopping.
We have accompanied clients to hospital/doctors, walked dogs, called
plumbers/electricians, mobile hairdressers and arranged to have bins
emptied and rubbish removed. Just to mention a few of the things we
have done for our clients. Anything clients need doing (within health &
safety guidelines), we will do our best to help. Our services can be
increased or decreased according to changes in circumstances.

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CALL
Tele: (0191) 296 6838
E-Mail: office@homeservicesne.co.uk

Yell.com S-star review!
Check out the individual reviews at
https://www.yell.com/biz/home-services-ne-1td-north-shields-8827785/
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Welcoming us
into the village

Training farmers in
the field
e

A team of Conservation
Agriculture Animators
—_—

¥ When the crop fails



When the crop
thrives =

A two-wheeled
 tractor
b

A kitchen garden |§
—_—
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DAVID ROBSON
PAINTER & DECORATOR

FREE ESTIMATES

13 Carolyn Crescent
Whitley Lodge
Whitley Bay
Tyne and Wear
NE26 3ED

Mobile: 07767 297505

Private and Commercial
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WILLIAM:

URVES:

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Compassion.

Dedication.

Integrity.

Respect.

Our pmmise to you.

William Purves in

Monkseaton
0191 252 3635

williampurves.co.uk
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CHURCH VIEWS FOR APRIL 2025 FROM THE
PARISH OF OUR LADY, STAR OF THE SEA

Memorial Service, 103"

(Tyneside Irish ) Infantry Brigade

 —- [ —

The Tyneside Irish were four ‘Pals’ Battalions of the Northumberland Fusiliers
formed in 1914 and remembered on the War Memorial panel in St Edward’s
Church, serving together as the 103rd Infantry Brigade. The Irish connections of
those who served in it were not only Roman Catholic. George Livingstone, a
leading member of the civilian organising committee, was Head of the Loyal
Orange Institution in Newcastle, and two fellow chaplains serving with Fr.
George McBrearty were Anglican Rev. Ernest Duncan MC (killed in action in
1917) and Methodist Rev. Stanley Hinchcliffe. After 1918, the four Battalions’
Colours were laid up in St Nicholas’ Cathedral, Gateshead Parish Church and
Newcastle Town Hall as well as St Mary’s Cathedral.

Pictured at the 2025 Memorial Service on St Patrick’s Day on 17 March at the
Eldon Square war memorial in Newcastle are the Mayor of Gateshead,
Councillor Kath McCartney, the Consul General of Ireland for the North of
England, Ms Sarah Mangan, Deputy Lord Lieutenant of Tyne and Wear,
Commander Edward McNaught, and Lord Mayor of Newcastle,

Councillor Rob Higgins.

The service opened with Bill Wotherspoon piping ‘The Minstrel Boy’ the
Brigade march, and standards were marched to the front of the memorial. The
service was conducted by Fr Paddy Jackson. The Act of Remembrance ended,
very movingly, when the Last Post was sounded by two buglers of the Royal
Northumberland Fusiliers Association, followed by a two minute silence, and a
piped Lament. Fr Jackson then led the assembly in the Lord’s Prayer before the
service closed with the National Anthem.
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Spring is Springing
_ As his Pilgrims talked their way to Canterbury, Chaucer
welcomed ‘ April’s sweet showers’ changing the world. A
peasant without Chaucer’s fine cloak might not have agreed
11| on the sweetness, but he would have welcomed Spring. We
certainly welcome the colour and variety already brought to
our churches by our gardeners, but we remember too those
who made sure other things grew in the darker months - our
food bank donations increased, our Luncheon Club
blossomed, and our beautifully-kept churches still offered
their quiet peace. So let’s thank God for this Spring, and
remember a prayer for those who make our parish such a
true haven through the whole year.

Easter Services
The parish Easter Services will all take place in St Edward’s, to accommodate
those attending from all our churches. it

Gerry Lati mer, Pari sh

Parish Mass Times:
St Edswardunday 9. 30am, Tues-
| mmacul ate Heart of Mary: &5
St Mar ySunday 11.00am, Thur
St Oswi 8unday 9.30am, Tuesday
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St. Alban’s and St. John’s

Wednesday 2nd 9.30am

Friday

Sunday

Tuesday

Thursday

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

4th

6th

8th

10th
13th

14th

15th

Wednesday 16th

10.00am

12.00 noon

9.00am

10.30am

Holy Communion
Funeral Service
Memorial Service

Fifth Sunday of Lent

Holy Communion

Holy Communion

Diary Page for April 2025

St Alban’s

St Alban’s

St Alban’s

St John’s

St Alban’s

Followed by the church Annual Meeting, in the

Eccles Hall

1.00pm
and 2pm

9.30am

9.00am
10.30am

4.00pm
7.30pm
7.30pm

9.30am

7.30pm

Backworth Park Primary
School Easter Services

Holy Communion

Palm Sunday

Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Children’s Church

Easter Special

Holy Communion for the
Monday of Holy Week.

Holy Communion for the
Tuesday of Holy Week.

Holy Communion

Holy Communion for the
Wednesday of Holy Week.
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St John's

St John's

St John’s
St Alban’s

St John's

St Alban’s

St Alban’s

St Alban’s
St Alban’s



St. Alban’s and St. John’s

Thursday 17th 7.30pm Maundy Thursday St Alban’s
Holy Communion
Followed by
Gethsemane Vigil
Friday 18th 2.00pm Good Friday St Alban’s
At the Foot of the Cross
Sunday  20th Easter Day
9.00am Holy Communion St John's
10.30am Holy Communion St Alban’s
Sunday  27th Second Sunday of Easter
9.00am Holy Communion St John’s
10.30am Holy Communion St Alban’s
Sunday Gospel Readings for April 2025 :
6th 13th 20th
John 12.1-8 Luke 19.28-40 Luke 24.1-12
27th

John 20.19-end
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STRETTLE of Newcastle Ltd.

Office, showrooms and works
Mooredge Road, Shiremoor NE27 OHU
Tel: (0191) 253 3222

Tel: (0191) 252 8222 (24 hours)

A familiar name wi BH
Strettle Memorials — Monumental Sculptors
Strettle Funeral Management — Funeral Directors
With branches at West Road, Newcastle upon Tyne,

West Road, Ponteland and Saltwell Road, Gateshead
And re-opening soon at South Street, Shiremoor
(previously Gary Staker and Purves)
|
A Bay Podiatry
Professional Footcare
Fully qualified HCPC Registered Podiatrists
5 Claremont Crescent
Whitley Lodge Shopping Centre
(next to Tesco)
Whitley Bay
NE26 3HL
(0191) 252 4441
admin@baypodiatry.co.uk
www.baypodiatry.co.uk
Home visits available on request.
B3I EETT Uoww) EECEOQwWaQUUWEOGO
O®Pwa w# @IV wl REEUOa wUT \ wUEOI
OUUWELED Ewa OUwEOxal DUy
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http://www.strettle.co.uk

Ears

plants centre

It’s time to plant!

HERBS

COFFEE SHOP /BAKERY
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SUDOKU

Complete the 9x9 grid with digits so that each
column, each row, and each of the nine 3x3 blocks contains all of the
digits from 1 to 9.

5|7 3

Please note - all material for next month’s magazine
(May 2025) will need to be in before
Wednesday 23rd April. Thank you, J e .an
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Our caring and professional teams are
here to help, guide and advise you
through the best ways to say goodbye.
Our funeral homes are here for

you whenever you need us:

Whitley Bay Funeralcare - Tel 0191 252 5151
North Shields Funeralcare - Tel 0191 258 0025
Forest Hall Funeralcare - Tel 0191 259 9964
Wallsend Funeralcare - Tel 0191 262 5100
coop.co.uk/funeralcare

Looking to
planahead?

Find out more about our
award-winning" funeral plans.

Contact your local Co-op Funeralcare
funeral home to make an appointment
or visit coop.co.uk/funeralplans

Pan Prowkdar for tha ast 7 years ruoning

g name for Funesl Senvices Lmited (FSL) and Co-op Funeral Plans Limbed (CFPL) Coeplunesl plans an

oroaid » Funeral Plars Limited TRCs apply, see ceop co ukMunenlcareberms for mere details. Exc NL Corop Fumeral Plans
mited 5 authonsed and reguiated by ™ Fnarcial Conduct Authorty. Firm Reference Number 962119, You an chack this on e Financial

Seruices Register by visting e FOXS webshe www .00 ukiveg ster

Funeralcare
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WORDSEARCH
April 2025
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Church Contacts

St. Alban’s Earsdon:

Vicar

Rev’d. Tim Mayfield, 5 Front Street, Earsdon, Whitley Bay NE25 9JU
Tel: 07414 601 351

Church wardens

Mr Ali Griffiths, 2B Coquet Avenue, Whitley Bay NE26 1EF.
Mobile: 0772 9805957

Mr R Gowdy, 82 Chipchase Court, New Hartley, Northumberland
NE25 OSR

Tel: 07841 986 019

PCC Secretary

Mr R Gowdy, 82 Chipchase Court, New Hartley, Northumberland
NE25 0SR

Tel: 07841 986 019

PCC Treasurer

Mr R Swindells, 81 St Mary’s Avenue, Whitley Bay NE26 3TS.
Tel 252 3919

St. John's Backworth:

Vi car

Rev’'d. Tim Mayfield, 5 Front Street, Earsdon, Whitley Bay NE25 9JU

Tel: 07414 601 351

Church warden

Mr Ali Griffiths, 2B Coquet Avenue, Whitley Bay NE26 1EF.

Mobile: 0772 9805957

Treasurer & Assistant Church War c
Mrs M Oliver 10 Melrose Avenue, Backworth, Newcastle NE27 0JD

Tel: 268 4334

Our Lady, Star of the Sea :

Parish Priest

Mgr. Andrew Faley

Church of St Edward, Coquet Avenue, Whitley Bay, NE26 1EE.

Tel: 252 8021

Email whitleybaystedward@rcdn.org.uk

Parish Office Tel: 252 7066- open on Weds, Thursdays, & Fridays, 10am
to Ipm.
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