Easter Dawn
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Welcome to Bradford Cathedral
The seat of the Bishop of Leeds and a Centre of Worship and Mission
One of three Cathedrals in the Anglican Diocese of Leeds

Our purpose is to serve Jesus Christ as a vibrant community of worship and
mission enriching the City, the Diocese and further afield.

❖ Please join in at home by saying or singing the words in bold type in this order
of service.
❖ Please have a small bowl of water, by your side, for the renewal of baptismal
promises.
❖ Please note that this service will be broadcast live on YouTube and be available for
the following two weeks.
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We begin in silence as we listen to the birds in the garden and watch as the sun rises

Bible Reading

Luke 24.1-12

But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb, taking the
spices that they had prepared. 2They found the stone rolled away from the
tomb, 3but when they went in, they did not find the body. 4While they were
perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside them. 5The
women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said to
them, ‘Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but has
risen. 6Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, 7that the Son of Man
must be handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and on the third day rise
again.’ 8Then they remembered his words, 9and returning from the tomb, they told all
this to the eleven and to all the rest. 10Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the
mother of James, and the other women with them who told this to the
apostles. 11But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe
them. 12But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the
linen cloths by themselves; then he went home, amazed at what had happened.

Greeting
Alleluia. Christ is risen.
He is risen indeed! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Prayer
Eternal God,
who made this most holy night
to shine with the brightness of your one true light,
set us aflame with the fire of your love,
and bring us to the radiance of your heavenly glory;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The Easter Fire

is lit

The Easter Song of Praise (Exsultet)
The introduction is sung
Alleluia. Christ is risen.
He is risen indeed!
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
It is right and good that with hearts and minds and voices
we should praise you, Father almighty, the unseen God,
through your only Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,
who has saved us by his death,
paid the price of Adam’s sin,
and reconciled us once again to you.
Glory to you for ever.
For this is the Passover feast,
when Christ, the true Lamb of God, is slain
whose blood consecrates the homes of all the faithful.
Glory to you for ever.
This is the night when you first saved our ancestors,
freeing Israel from her slavery
and leading her safely through the sea.
Glory to you for ever.
This is the night when Jesus Christ vanquished hell,
broke the chains of death
and rose triumphant from the grave.
Glory to you for ever.
This is the night when all who believe in him are freed from sin,
restored to grace and holiness,
and share the victory of Christ.
Glory to you for ever.
This is the night that gave us back what we had lost;
beyond our deepest dreams
you made even our sin a happy fault.
Glory to you for ever.
Most blessed of all nights!
Evil and hatred are put to flight and sin is washed away,
lost innocence regained, and mourning turned to joy.
Glory to you for ever.
Night truly blessed, when hatred is cast out,
peace and justice find a home, and heaven is joined to earth
and all creation reconciled to you.
Glory to you for ever.
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Therefore, heavenly Father, in this our Easter joy
accept our sacrifice of praise, your Church’s solemn offering.
Grant that this Easter Candle may make our darkness light.
For Christ the morning star has risen in glory;
Christ is risen from the dead and his flame of love still burns within us!
Christ sheds his peaceful light on all the world!
Christ lives and reigns for ever and ever!
Amen.

The lighting of the Easter Candle from the Easter Fire
Christ yesterday and today,
the beginning and the end,
Alpha and Omega,
all time belongs to him,
and all ages;
to him be glory and power,
through every age and for ever. Amen.
Five nails are inserted into the Candle representing the five wounds of Christ
By his holy and glorious wounds
may Christ our Lord
guard us and keep us.
The candle is lit and placed on the stand

Affirmation of Baptismal Faith
In baptism, God calls us out of darkness into his marvellous light.
To follow Christ means dying to sin and rising to new life with him.
Therefore I ask:
Do you reject the devil and all rebellion against God?
I reject them.
Do you renounce the deceit and corruption of evil?
I renounce them.
Do you repent of the sins that separate us from God and neighbour?
I repent of them.
Do you turn to Christ as Saviour?
I turn to Christ.
Do you submit to Christ as Lord?
I submit to Christ.
Do you come to Christ, the way, the truth and the life?
I come to Christ.
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Please take your finger and place it into your bowl of water and make the sign of the cross
on your head as you recall your baptism.

The Commission
Those who are baptized are called to worship and serve God.
Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship,
in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers?
With the help of God, I will.
Will you persevere in resisting evil,
and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord?
With the help of God, I will.
Will you proclaim by word and example
the good news of God in Christ?
With the help of God, I will.
Will you seek and serve Christ in all people,
loving your neighbour as yourself?
With the help of God, I will.
Will you acknowledge Christ’s authority over human society,
by prayer for the world and its leaders,
by defending the weak, and by seeking peace and justice?
With the help of God, I will.
May Christ dwell in our hearts through faith,
that we may be rooted and grounded in love
and bring forth the fruit of the Spirit.
Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray:
Our Father in heaven
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.
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Hymn
Jesus Christ is risen to-day, Alleluia,
our triumphant holy day, Alleluia,
who did once, upon the cross, Alleluia,
suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia.
Hymns of praise then let us sing Alleluia,
unto Christ our heavenly King, Alleluia,
who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia,
sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia.
But the pains that he endured Alleluia,
our salvation have procured; Alleluia,
now above the sky he’s King, Alleluia,
where the angels ever sing Alleluia.
Words: Lyra Davidica (1708) et al.
Tune: EASTER HYMN; CP 147

Dismissal
Alleluia. Christ is risen.
He is risen indeed. Alleluia.
He is not here. He is risen.
Amen. Alleluia, alleluia.
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Material in this Order of Service is taken from Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England,
copyright © The Archbishops’ Council of the Church of England, 2000 and Common Worship: Times & Seasons,
copyright © The Archbishops’ Council of the Church of England, 2006. Scripture readings are taken from the New
Revised Standard Version (Anglicised Edition) of the Bible, copyright © 1989, 1994 The National Council of the Churches
of Christ in the United States of America. Copyright hymns and songs are reproduced under the Christian Copyright
Licensing scheme: licence number 3887. This compilation is copyright © 2021 The Chapter of Bradford.
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