
Bradford Cathedral Lectern. The lectern is where members of the 
congregation stand to read passages from the Bible, to lead the congregation in 
prayer or to make announcements. Many lecterns are carved in the shape of an 
eagle, which is the symbol of Saint John, who wrote one of the gospels (books) 
of the Bible. An eagle is also symbolic of the word of God “flying” or reaching 
out across the world.


