Date: 20th December 2018

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

PRESS RELEASE
DEAN OF BRADFORD PLANTS ROOTS FOR AN URBAN FOREST AS PART OF
BRADFORD CATHEDRAL’S ECOCATHEDRAL PROJECT
The Very Reverend Jerry Lepine, Dean of
Bradford, braved the bad weather at the start of
December to join other members of the city’s
faith communities in establishing a new urban
forest in Bradford as part of the EcoCathedral
project.
“This is part of an on-going project to reclaim
an area that has suffered from historic pollution.
[We’re doing this because] Bradford, as a postindustrial area, has fewer trees than other urban,
suburban or rural areas, and so in the last
twenty years there has been this huge project
to [plant trees in] the Bradford area.”
The idea, which has transformed into an
Interfaith
project, has seen many groups planting
The Dean of Bradford planting a tree as part of
trees in the reclamation area near Canal Road.
Bradford Cathedral’s EcoCathedral project
The former allotments are slowly being
transformed into what will eventually become an urban forest.
“It came as part of the [EcoCathedral] package of ideas that we began to work on together. We
had this conversation with the council about ways we could play into the local area from an
[environmental] point of view. This suggestion was made and it’s worked like a treat.”
Even bad weather on the Saturday didn’t deter those from coming down to support the project.
“It was very wet! But there was a steady trickle of people who came to plant their trees. I followed
the chairman of the Synagogue, Dr Rudi Leavor, and later in the afternoon a group from a local
Muslim project turned up.
“It’s a very exciting piece of reclamation alongside a path which is used regularly by dog-walkers
and cyclists.”
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Notes for Editors
Bradford Cathedral holds Eco Congregation status – the first cathedral in the north of England to
receive this prestigious award. A dedicated team of staff and volunteers has worked to improve
the carbon footprint of not only the Cathedral itself but the Close homes, and also encourages the
congregation to look at what they can do in their own homes.
You can find out more at https://www.bradfordcathedral.org/the-building/eco-cathedral/
About Bradford Cathedral
Bradford Cathedral has been a place of worship in Bradford since the first millennium. It is the
oldest building in the city and, alongside being a place of worship, hosts events, arts projects and
much more. Bradford Cathedral celebrates its centenary in 2019.
For further information please contact:
Philip Lickley
Communications, Marketing and Events Officer
t: 01274 777734
e: commsandevents@bradfordcathedral.org
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