Dangers of Disobedience

Introduction

The mark of a true disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ is steadfast obedience to Him:
“And the disciples went, and did as Jesus commanded them” Matthew 21:6.

“His mother saith unto the servants, Whatsoever he saith unto you, do it” John 2:5.

Obedience brings blessings but the dangers of disobedience are dire as Paul and John make clear:

.: Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by

that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath
raised him from the dead” Acts 17:30-31.

, Tribulation
and anguish, upon every soul of man that doeth evil, of the Jew first, and also of the Gentile; But
lory, honour, and peace, to every man that worketh good, to the Jew first, and also to the Gentile:
” Romans 2:4-11.

-, that they should not worship devils, and idols of gold, and silver, and brass, and

stone, and of wood: which neither can see, nor hear, nor walk:

” Revelation 9:20-21.

The scripture is replete with accounts of the dangers of disobedience and their dire consequences:

Adam and Eve

[{

; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life; Thorns also and thistles shall it

bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field; In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat
bread, till thou return unto the ground; *
dust shalt thou return

»” Genesis 3:17-19.
The Nation of Israel

“But if ye will not hearken unto me, and will not do all these commandments; And if ye shall de-

spise my statutes, or if your soul abhor my judgments, so that ye will not do all my command-

” |eviticus 26:14-15, 23-24.

, and until thou perish quickly; because of the wickedness of thy doings,
whereby thou hast forsaken me” Deuteronomy 28:15, 20.



King Saul

: for now would the LORD have established thy king-

dom upon lIsrael for ever.

cause thou hast not kept that which the LORD commanded thee” 1 Samuel 13:13-14.
King Solomon

&

, And had commanded him concerning this thin
he should not go after other gods: but he kept not that which the LORD commanded.

Israel’s Returned Exiles

. Then all the congregation answered and said with a loud voice, As thou hast
said, so must we do...

”Ezra 10:10-12, 19, 44.

The Apostle Paul

The apostle Paul is of particular interest to today’s believer with respect to obedience to the directive
will of God, which is not to be confused with the permissive will of God, Acts 21:14. Paul was
warned repeatedly not to go to Jerusalem or remain there — the Lord’s directive will for Paul was set
out — graciously - in Acts 23:11 “And the night following the Lord stood by him, and said, Be of
good cheer, Paul: for as thou hast testified of me in Jerusalem, so must thou bear witness also at
Rome” - but constrained himself so to do, Acts 20:22-23, 21:10-14, 22:17-18, see below. “...the
LORD being merciful unto him...” Genesis 19:16 notwithstanding Paul was then detained in Jeru-
salem by the Romans and lost two years out of his ministry. Acts 24:23-27, 27:30-36, 42-44, 28:16,
see below, show clearly how Paul’s attempts at ministry while he was under the permissive rather
than the directive will of God yielded no recorded fruit in that nobody got saved even though he gave
his testimony twice, to Jews and Gentiles in turn, ministered to all 276 individuals aboard ship and
was even honoured by Gentiles following a miraculous deliverance and a succession of miraculous
healings, Acts 22:1-21, 26:1-23, 27:30-37, 28:1-10.

Contrast those scriptures with the fruitfulness of Paul’s ministry when he was in the directive will of
God e.g. Acts 13:12, 47-49, 16:9-15, 30-34, 17:10-12, 1 Thessalonians 1:2-10. Note that fruit is
manifest in Paul’s ministry where he is again following the directive will of God as set out in Acts
23:11 when Paul is finally ensconced in Rome, Acts 28:16, according to Acts 28:28, 30-31 “Be it
known therefore unto you, that the salvation of God is sent unto the Gentiles, and that they will
hear it...And Paul dwelt two whole years in his own hired house, and received all that came in
unto him, Preaching the kingdom of God, and teaching those things which concern the Lord Je-
sus Christ, with all confidence, no man forbidding him.”

See below for the lesson for today’s believer therefore with respect to effective ministry.
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¢ , not knowing the things that shall be-
fall me there:

BIBIEENRR ” Acts 20:22-23.

“And as we tarried there many days,

. Then Paul an-

swered, What mean ye to weep and to break mine heart? for | am ready not to be bound only, but
also to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus. #
ceased, saying, The will of the Lord be done ™ Acts 21:10-14.

“And it came to pass, that, when I was come again to Jerusalem, even while | prayed in the tem-

le, I was in a trance; And saw him saying unto me,
» Acts 22:17-18.

“And he commanded a centurion to keep Paul, and to let him have liberty, and that he should for-
bid none of his acquaintance to minister or come unto him.

. And as he reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and judgment to come, Felix
trembled, and answered, Go thy way for this time; when | have a convenient season, | will call for

24:23-217.

. Wherefore I pray you to take some meat: for this is for your
health: for there shall not an hair fall from the head of any of you.

: And the rest, some on boards,

and some on broken pieces of the ship.

: but Paul was suffered to dwell by himself with a soldier that kept him” Acts 27:30-36, 42-
44, 28:16.

The Lesson for Today’s Believer
Insofar as “[ECRNCICHCIIONCSDCCHOINDCICONCIIIIEEE ” Romans 2:11 it is incumbent upon today’s

believer for effective ministry to obey the directive will of God with respect to the following injunc-
tion, even if uttered from an unlikely source, according to Ephesians 6:6 “Not with eyeservice, as
menpleasers; but as the servants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart.”

It is of course impossible to obey the following injunction if the only perfect bible is professed to be
the non-extant original writings.

“Receive, | pray thee, the law from his mouth, and lay up his words in thine heart” Job 22:22.



Conclusion

For all those things hath mine hand
made, And all those things have
been, saith the LORD: But to this
man will | look, Even to him that is

poor and of a contrite spirit, And
trembleth at my word.

Isaiah 66:2
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