The Benefice of St George’s, Benenden
& St Nicholas, Sandhurst
Our Mission: “To know and love Jesus and make his love known to all”

Our Worship: Sunday 20th September
The Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity
Collect: God, who in generous mercy sent the Holy Spirit upon your Church in the
burning fire of your love: grant that your people may be fervent in the fellowship of
the gospel that, always abiding in you, they may be found steadfast in faith and
active in service; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Sunday 20th September - Benefice Services:
Readings: Philippians 1.21-end, Matthew 20.1-16
8am

HOLY COMMUNION AT ST NICHOLAS, SANDHURST
led by Ylva Blid-Mackenzie & Revd David Commander

10am

HOLY COMMUNION AT ST GEORGE’S, BENENDEN
led by Ylva Blid-Mackenzie & Revd David Commander
THE WEEK AHEAD

Monday 21st

8am
7pm

Morning Prayer at St George’s
St Nicholas PCC meeting at St Nicholas

Tuesday 22nd

8am
7.30pm

Morning Prayer at Sandhurst Mission Church
Bellringing Practice at St George’s

Wednesday 23rd 8am
7.30pm

Morning Prayer at St George’s
St George’s APCM at St George’s

Friday 25th

8am

Morning Prayer at St George’s

Saturday 26th

4pm

Ordination Service at Canterbury Cathedral led by Archbishop
Justin – watch online via: www.canterbury-cathedral.org

Sunday Next: Sunday 27th September– The Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity
8am

HOLY COMMUNION AT ST GEORGE’S, BENENDEN
led by Revd David Commander
Readings: Philippians 2.1-13 Matthew 21.23-32

10am

HARVEST FESTIVAL
HOLY COMMUNION AT ST NICHOLAS, SANDHURST
led by Revd David Commander
Readings: Deut. 26.1-11, John 4.27-38

Readings: Sunday 20th September – 15th Sunday after Trinity
Philippians 1.21-end
21For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 22If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful
labour for me; and I do not know which I prefer. 23I am hard pressed between the two: my desire
is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; 24but to remain in the flesh is more
necessary for you. 25Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with all
of you for your progress and joy in faith, 26so that I may share abundantly in your boasting in
Christ Jesus when I come to you again.
27
Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and see
you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving
side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, 28and are in no way intimidated by your
opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of your salvation. And this is God’s
doing. 29For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of
suffering for him as well— 30since you are having the same struggle that you saw I had and now
hear that I still have.
Matthew 20.1-16
The Labourers in the Vineyard
20
‘For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire
labourers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the labourers for the usual daily wage, he sent
them into his vineyard. 3When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the
market-place; 4and he said to them, “You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever
is right.” So they went. 5When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the
same. 6And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he said to
them, “Why are you standing here idle all day?” 7They said to him, “Because no one has hired
us.” He said to them, “You also go into the vineyard.” 8When evening came, the owner of the
vineyard said to his manager, “Call the labourers and give them their pay, beginning with the
last and then going to the first.” 9When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them
received the usual daily wage. 10Now when the first came, they thought they would receive
more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. 11And when they received it, they
grumbled against the landowner, 12saying, “These last worked only one hour, and you have
made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.” 13But he
replied to one of them, “Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the
usual daily wage? 14Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I
give to you. 15Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you
envious because I am generous?” 16So the last will be first, and the first will be last.’

NB: Bell ringing practice at St George’s this coming week
is on Tuesday 22nd - due to the APCM on Wednesday

Daily Scripture and Reflection is posted on the St Nicholas & St George’s church
websites and Facebook pages every day of the week. Please take a look.

PLEASE KEEP AN EYE ON THE CHURCH WEBSITES AND / OR FACEBOOK PAGES FOR
THE LATEST INFORMATION REGARDING OUR CHURCH SERVICES
Church Websites:
http://www.benendenchurch.org/ https://stnicholassandhurst.org/
Facebook Pages:
@StGeorgesBenenden
@StNicholasSandhurst
A Church Near You: https://www.achurchnearyou.com

Ordination of our Curate, Ylva Blid-Mackenzie
at Canterbury Cathedral – Saturday 26th September at 4pm
Ylva will be ordained by Archbishop Justin in a special service in Canterbury Cathedral
at 4pm on Saturday 26th September.
Unfortunately, this year, the Diocese cannot invite lots of people to attend, but we hope to livestream the service via www.canterbury-cathedral.org
Please do watch online if you are able.
Our ordinations are going to look very different this year - but they are still a cause for huge
celebration, both for our Diocese and for our wonderful ordinands.

Harvest produce – St George’s and St Nicolas:

We would be grateful to receive any non-perishable food produce in tins, bottles,
cartons or packets at our Harvest services:
at St Nicholas - on Sunday 27th September at 10am
at St George’s - on Sunday 4th October at 10am
All the donations will - 72 hours after the service on Sunday 4th October
at St George’s - be passed on to Nourish, a Food Bank charity in Tunbridge Wells
that covers this area.
Due to Covid restrictions we are unable to distribute perishable food or any foodstuffs that can be directly handled.

St George’s Church APCM
7.30pm – Wednesday 23rd September
in St George’s Church
COVID19 - UPDATE FROM THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND
Last updated Friday 18th September at 11.07
Below are some extracts from the guidance published on the Church of
England website:
How does the ‘rule of 6’ affect churches?

Public worship can continue. There is an exemption that covers places of worship making it
possible for more than six people to gather for acts of communal worship. However, it is not a
blanket exemption. People must not be part of a group of more than six unless they are from
the same household or support bubble.
Are places of worship exempt from the ‘rule of 6’?

There is an exemption that covers places of worship making it possible for more than six
people to gather there. The exemption covers church services and as well as some other
activities that take place in church buildings.
However, it is not a blanket exemption. People must not be part of a group of more than six
unless they are from the same household or support bubble.
Can Bible study groups and home groups now meet in person?

A group can meet in someone’s home as long as there are no more than six people in the
house in total, including those not taking part in the group at that time.
Groups can meet on church premises under the same conditions as apply to services of
worship – for example, people attending must not be part of a group of more than six unless
they are from the same household or support bubble.
Government guidance states:

“However, activities and social groups where there is a significant likelihood of groups mixing
and socialising (and where it will be difficult to prevent mingling and therefore breaking the
law) should not take place in a community facility.”
Please take this into consideration.

For full and extensive details, regularly updated, please refer to:
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19guidance-churches#na
Contacts
Church Office
St George’s
Churchwardens
St Nicholas Churchwarden
& Parish Safeguarding Officer
St George’s
Parish Safeguarding Officer
Priests

Cathy Baker, Benefice Administrator. The Mission Church, Back Road,
Sandhurst TN18 5JU Tel: 01580 850 849 E-mail: benendenchurch@gmail.com
Mr David Collard Tel: 01580 241 944 E-mail: julia.collard@btinternet.com
Mr Tracy Claridge Tel: 01580 240 454
E-mail: maisonsicheluk@tlclaridge.co.uk
Anne Tylden-Wright Tel: 01580 850 281
E-mail: tyldenwright@btinternet.com
Ian Malaugh Tel: 01580 240 999
E-mail:ianmal@sky.com
Revd David Commander, Rector. The Rectory, The Green, Benenden,TN17 4DL
Tel: 01580 240 658 E-mail: revdavidcommander@gmail.com
(NB The Rector’s day off is Thursday)
Revd Dr Rosemary Kobus van Wengen
Tel: 01580 764 857 Email: rosemaryvanwengen@gmail.com

