The Parish of St George’s, Benenden
Our Mission: “To know and love Jesus and make his love known to all”

Our Worship – Sunday 21st April
Easter Sunday
“Alleluia. Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed. Alleluia!”
Collect: Lord of all life and power, who through the mighty resurrection of your
Son overcame the old order of sin and death to make all things new in him: grant
that we, being dead to sin and alive to you in Jesus Christ, may reign with him in
glory; to whom with you and the Holy Spirit be praise and honour, glory and might,
now and in all eternity.
5.30 am

SUNRISE SERVICE AT ST NICHOLAS, SANDHURST
led by Lyn Hayes
Bible Readings: Romans 6.3-11, Matthew 28.1-10

followed by breakfast at the Mission Church
8.00 am

HOLY COMMUNION
led by Revd David Commander

10.00 am SUNG EUCHARIST
led by Revd Rosemary Kobus van Wengen

Bible Readings:
Acts 10.34-43
John 20.1-18

HYMNS
218
219
194
Communion anthem
Communion hymn 216
205

Thine be the glory
This joyful Eastertide
Alleluia Alleluia hearts to heaven
Wesley Blessed be the God and Father
The day of resurrection
Jesus Christ is risen today

The Week Ahead
Revd David is on holiday from Monday 22nd to Sunday 28th April inclusive.
Should you require a Priest during this time, please contact your Churchwardens:
Mrs Julia Collard Tel 241 944 or Mr Tracy Claridge Tel 240 454
Tuesday 23rd
Wednesday 24th
Thursday 25th
Friday 26th

10.00 am Holy Communion at Sandhurst Mission Church led by
Revd Rosemary Kobus van Wengen
7.45 pm Bellringing Practice
9.30 am BPS Music Lessons
9.00 am Cakes & Chaos
3.00 pm BPS Assembly
6.30 pm Choir Practice
8.00 pm Bellringing Practice - tbc

Sunday Next: 28th April –Second Sunday of Easter
Bible Readings: Acts 5.27-32, John 20.19-end

8.00 am Holy Communion led by Revd Rosemary Kobus van Wengen
10.00 am Morning Worship led by Revd John Tapper

Readings: Sunday 21 st April – Easter Sunday
Acts 10.34-43
Gentiles Hear the Good News
34 Then Peter began to speak to them: ‘I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35but in
every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36You know the
message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all.
37That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John
announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he
went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him.
39We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by
hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to
all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him
after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is
the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the prophets testify about him
that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.’
John 20.1-18
The Resurrection of Jesus
20.1 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb
and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2So she ran and went to Simon Peter
and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, ‘They have taken the Lord
out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.’ 3Then Peter and the other disciple
set out and went towards the tomb. 4The two were running together, but the other disciple outran
Peter and reached the tomb first. 5He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying
there, but he did not go in. 6Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He
saw the linen wrappings lying there, 7and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with
the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 8Then the other disciple, who reached the
tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9for as yet they did not understand the scripture,
that he must rise from the dead. 10Then the disciples returned to their homes.
Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene
11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb;
12and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the
head and the other at the feet. 13They said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping?’ She said to
them, ‘They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.’ 14When she
had said this, she turned round and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was
Jesus. 15Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping? For whom are you looking?’
Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, ‘Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me
where you have laid him, and I will take him away.’ 16Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!’ She turned and
said to him in Hebrew, ‘Rabbouni!’ (which means Teacher). 17Jesus said to her, ‘Do not hold on
to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, “I
am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.” ’ 18Mary Magdalene went
and announced to the disciples, ‘I have seen the Lord’; and she told them that he had said these
things to her.

Home Groups: The Tuesday Home Group meets at 8pm, usually at David and Julia
Collard’s. The Wednesday Home Group meets at 7.30pm at Sandhurst Mission Church.
All are welcome to both Home Groups.
Prayers: The funeral of t/l Edith Masters will take place at Charing Crematorium on
Tuesday 23rd April at 2.40pm. Revd David is on holiday; at the family's request the service
is being conducted by Revd Margaret Roylance. Please hold Edith and her family in your
prayers.

An Easter message from the Bishop of Dover
Hard-won hope.
The true story of Easter – for it is no fairy tale – is a story of hope. The story of hope from which
all others take their meaning. Hope can often be considered to be something of a wishy-washy
phenomenon – a positive state of mind, an optimistic glass half-full perspective, which may bear
no resemblance to reality – but at least it makes us feel better.
Such hope is a pale resemblance of what we encounter in the risen Christ on Easter morning.
Christ does not give us cause for optimism, but rather the concrete assurance of a victory
already won. It is this truth, this hope grounded in reality that every one of us and our
increasingly divided society so desperately needs right now. Vain optimism will not solve the
divisions of our age. Neither will the temptation to give in to despair – though, for many, the
challenges of life seem so overwhelming.
Signs of inequality, injustice and exclusion obscure the possibility of hope for many. Many in our
own communities who feel increasingly excluded from a sense of common purpose, politically,
economically and socially. Hope can feel like a pipe dream, an impossible and pointless
exercise.
As St Paul says in his letter to the Hebrews, “faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the
conviction of things not seen” (Hebrews 11:1). Faith is the gift of God to his people and the
Church is called to live in and embody the kind of hope made real by faith – life-changing,
concrete hope. The call to be a beacon of hope in our parishes and communities is not a call to
ignore the signs of suffering and discontent around us. We must pay attention to these signs,
lest they cause greater division and despair. Hope is hard. It is always costly for those who seek
a different way; the way of reconciliation, justice and truth. For we cannot arrive at the joy and
triumph of Easter morning without first travelling the path that leads to the cross, the way of
Christ.
To walk this path we must intentionally place the poor, the marginalised, the disenfranchised
and the voiceless at the heart of our work together. And in many, many different ways, we are
already doing this. Every week I meet and hear the stories of those engaged in church-run food
banks, night shelters, debt advice centres. I hear of people coming to faith through simple and
honest human contact and compassion. Though we may be small in number and financially
challenged, we will not give in to despair. We are a people of hope – hope for ourselves and for
those we have yet to meet. Christ has declared hope for all of humanity and we are called to
enact that hope in the hardest and most hopeless corners of our county. We will not walk away
from being a living and serving presence on urban estates, in our seaside towns, in rural
communities.
Transforming God, You bring hope to broken dreams and show us new possibilities.
Renew us with open hearts, open minds and open wills, ready to follow wherever you lead.
Amen.

Cakes & Chaos
Baby and Toddler Group
meets in St George’s
every Friday in term time from 9 to 11 am
Back again on Friday 26th April - All welcome!

The St George’s Annual Parish Meeting and Annual
Parochial Church Meeting:
Monday 29th April, 7.30pm, Memorial Hall.

Contacts
Church Office
Hospital/Doctors
Lift Coordinator
Churchwardens

Priests

Cathy Baker, Benefice Administrator
The Mission Church, Back Road, Sandhurst, Kent TN18 5JU
Tel: 01580 850 849 E-mail: benendenchurch@gmail.com
Lesley Attwood
Tel: 01580 243318
Julia Collard Tel: 01580 241 944
E-mail: julia.collard@btinternet.com
Mr Tracy Claridge Tel: 01580 240 454
E-mail: maisonsicheluk@tlclaridge.co.uk (Please note revised email address)
Revd David Commander, Rector
The Rectory, The Green, Benenden, Kent TN17 4DL
Tel: 01580 240 658 E-mail: revdavidcommander@gmail.com
(Note the new ministry email address)
(N.B. The Rector’s day off is Thursday)
Revd Dr Rosemary Kobus van Wengen
Tel: 01580 764 857 Email: rosemaryvanwengen@gmail.com
StGeorgesBenenden
Website
http://benendenchurch.org
StNicholasSandhurst

St George’s Church website: www.benendenchurch.org
Find us on Facebook:

@StGeorgesBenenden

