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An Introduction to the Kingdom Season

No Christian is solitary. Through baptism we become members one of another in
Christ, members of a company of saints whose mutual belonging transcends death:

One family, we dwell in him,

one Church, above, beneath;

though now divided by the stream,

the narrow stream of death. (Charles Wesley)

All Saints’ Day and the Commemoration of the Faithful Departed on All Souls’ Day
both celebrate this mutual belonging. All Saints’ Day celebrates men and women in
whose lives the Church as a whole has seen the grace of God powerfully at work. It is
an opportunity to give thanks for that grace, and for the wonderful ends to which it
shapes a human life; it is a time to be encouraged by the example of the saints and to
recall that sanctity may grow in the ordinary circumstances, as well as the extraordi-
nary crises, of human living. The Commemoration of the Faithful Departed celebrates
the saints in a more local and intimate key. It allows us to remember with thanksgiving
before God those whom we have known more directly: those who gave us life, or
who nurtured us in faith.

Redemption is a work of God’s grace; it is God who redeems us in Christ and there is
nothing to be done beyond what Christ has done. But we still wait for the final
consummation of God’s new creation in Christ; those who are Christ’s, whether or
not they have passed through death, are joined in prayer that God’s kingdom will be
revealed finally and in all its fullness. We also sense that it is a fearful thing to come
before the unutterable goodness and holiness of God, even for those who are
redeemed in Christ; that it is searing as well as life-giving to experience God’s mercy.

Remembrance Sunday goes on to explore the theme of memory, both corporate and
individual, as we confront issues of war and peace, loss and self-gift, memory and
forgetting.

The annual cycle of the Church’s year now ends with the Feast of Christ the King.
The year that begins with the hope of the coming Messiah ends with the proclamation
of his universal sovereignty. The ascension of Christ has revealed him to be Lord of
earth and heaven, and final judgement is one of his proper kingly purposes. The Feast
of Christ the King returns us to the Advent theme of judgement, with which the cycle
once more begins.
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Preparation

We stand and sing a hymn as the choir and ministers enter.
Hymn
The president says

In the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
The Greeting

The president greets the people

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with you all

and also with you.

Prayer of Preparation
Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Prayers of Penitence

The president invites the people to confession

The saints were faithful unto death

and now dwell in the heavenly kingdom for ever.
As we celebrate their joy,

let us bring to the Lord our sins and
weaknesses, and ask for his mercy.
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Lord, you are gracious and compassionate:
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

You are loving to all

and your mercy is over all your creation:
Christ, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy.

Your faithful servants bless your name
and speak the glory of your kingdom:
Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

The president says

Almighty God,

who forgives all who truly repent,

have mercy upon you,

pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

We sing God’s praise

Glory to God in the highest,

and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,

almighty God and Father,

we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,

Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;

Gloria in Excelsis

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:

receive our prayer.
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For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,

with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

The Collect

The president introduces a period of silent prayer with the words ‘Let us
pray that we may be strengthened by our communion with all the saints’.
The special prayer for the day is used.

Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word
We sit for the reading(s)

Reading(s)
At the end of each:

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Hymn
We stand to sing the hymn
Gospel Reading

We remain standing for the reading of the Gospel.
When the Gospel is announced the reader says

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to N
Glory to you, O Lord.

At the end:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
We sit for the sermon
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The Creed

We stand to confess our faith

Do you believe and trust in God the Father,
source of all being and life,

the one for whom we exist?

I believe and trust in him.

Do you believe and trust in God the Son,
who took our human nature,

died for us and rose again?

I believe and trust in him.

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit,
who gives life to the people of God

and makes Christ known in the world?

I believe and trust in him.

This is the faith of the Church.

This is our faith.

We believe and trust in one God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Prayers of intercession
The response to each section is

Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.

And at the end

Merciful Father,

accept these prayers

for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament

The Peace
We stand

May the God of peace sanctify you:
may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness
that you may be blameless before him
at the coming of our Lord Jesus with his saints.
| Thessalonians 5.23; 3.13

The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

All may exchange a sign of peace.

Preparation of the Altar
Taking of the Bread and Wine

Hymn

All sing the hymn, during which the gifts of the people are gathered and
presented, and the altar is prepared and bread and wine are placed upon it.

Generous God,

creator, redeemer, sustainer,

at your table we present this money,

symbol of the work you have given us to do;
use it, use us,

in the service of your world

to the glory of your name.

Amen.

Blessed be God,

by whose grace creation is renewed,

by whose love heaven is opened,

by whose mercy we offer our sacrifice of praise.
Blessed be God for ever.
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The Eucharistic Prayer

The Lord be with you. OR The Lord is here.
And also with you. OR His Spirit is with us.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.

We rejoice in the glorious splendour of your majesty
for you have given us a share with Luke

in the inheritance of the saints in light.

In the darkness of this passing age

they proclaim the glory of your kingdom.

Chosen as lights in the world,

they surround our steps as we journey on

towards the city of eternal light

where they sing the everlasting song of triumph.

In communion with angels and archangels
and all who have served you on earth

and worship you now in heaven,

we raise our voices to proclaim your glory,
for ever praising you and singing:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes

in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.
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We praise and bless you, loving Father,

through Jesus Christ, our Lord;

and as we follow his example and obey his command,
send your Holy Spirit,

that broken bread and wine outpoured

may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.

On the night before he died he had supper with his friends
and, taking bread, he praised you.

He broke the bread, gave it to them and said:

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;

do this in remembrance of me.

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine.

Again he praised you, gave it to them and said:

Drink this, all of you;

this is my blood of the new covenant,

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did,

in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice

made once for all upon the cross.

Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation,

we proclaim his death and resurrection until he comes in glory.

Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died

Christ is risen

Christ will come again.

Lord of all life,
help us to work together for that day when your kingdom comes
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.

Look with favour on your people,
gather us in your loving arms

and bring us with Luke and all the saints
to feast at your table in heaven.
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Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

all honour and glory are yours,

O loving Father, for ever and ever.

Amen

The Lord’s Prayer
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and for ever.
Amen.
Breaking of the Bread

The president breaks the consecrated bread.

We break this bread

to share in the body of Christ.

Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

Giving of Communion

The president says the invitation to communion

God’s holy gifts

for God’s holy people.

Jesus Christ is holy,

Jesus Christ is Lord,

to the glory of God the Father.
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Al Most merciful Lord,
your love compels us to come in.
Our hands were unclean,
our hearts were unprepared;
we were not fit
even to eat the crumbs from under your table.
But you, Lord, are the God of our salvation,
and share your bread with sinners.
So cleanse and feed us
with the precious body and blood of your Son,
that he may live in us and we in him;
and that we, with the whole company of Christ,
may sit and eat in your kingdom.
Amen.

The president and people receive communion.

These words of distribution are used
The body of Christ, broken for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.

and the communicant replies Amen
During the distribution we may all sing a hymn

Prayer after Communion

We sit or kneel.  Silence is kept.

The Post Communion prayer is said.
Al Amen.

We all say

Al Almighty God,
we thank you for feeding us
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.
Send us out in the power of your Spirit
to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen.

11



All

All

Notices are given, we sit for this.

The Sending Out

We stand, as the president gives the blessing

The president says

God give you grace to follow his saints

in faith and hope and love;

and the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.

We remain standing to sing the hymn.
During this the choir and ministers leave

Go in the peace of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

The Blessing

Hymn

The Dismissal
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