Greetings to Stainton and Hemlington Church Members and Friends of Stainton Church
Welcome to the Stainton Church e-News for
Friday 4th April 2025
We hope you are well and keeping safe. If you need any
practical support, please do get in touch.
UK Disasters Emergency Committee (DEC) Appeal 
after the Myanmar Earthquake
Your Editor makes no apology for starting this week’s edition of the e-News with publicity about the Disasters Emergency Committee (DEC) Appeal for donations to support the urgent humanitarian support provided by DEC Partner Charities to the people of Myanmar (formerly Burma).


A powerful 7.7 magnitude earthquake devastated huge areas of Myanmar last Friday, 28th March 2025. People urgently need help to survive.
More than 3,085 (*) people have died, 4,715(*) have been injured and hundreds of people are still missing. 1.2 million people have been displaced since the earthquakes; they and many more have no access to the safe shelter, clean water, food and medical care they need to survive. 
 

Countless roads and buildings have been destroyed, including hospitals, schools and water supplies. Network and power lines are down. People are cut off from vital services.
Myanmar was already facing a severe humanitarian crisis with a third of the population in need of humanitarian aid. Now the situation is catastrophic. 
 
(*) Figures from the Myanmar Junta quoted by the BBC on 3rd April 2025
The UK Government has pledged to “Aid Match” pound-for-pound up to £5 million donated by the public to this DEC Appeal.

To make a donation to this DEC Appeal please just click on the photo from the DEC Website shown above or go to this link: https://donation.dec.org.uk/myanmar-earthquake-appeal 

_____________________________________

Roofing repairs to Stainton Church

The other day we discovered that some of the cast-iron guttering had fallen off the South-side of the Chancel roof at Stainton Church and had broken into several pieces where it landed on the ground. Whilst inspecting the broken guttering and the rest of the roof of the Chancel the Churchwardens noted that the pointing on the Chancel ridge tiles was also in a poor state of repair. An order has been given to our Roofing Contractor [N T Sweeting] to re-point the ridge tiles and renew the guttering along the South-side of the Chancel. 
If you are in Stainton Churchyard during the coming few days, please take extra care whilst the roofing repairs are being undertaken.
 _____________________________________

Creation of the new 2025-2031 Church Electoral Roll
And 2025 Stainton Church Annual Meetings
The New 2025-2031 Stainton Church Electoral Roll will be compiled during the period starting on Saturday 22nd March and ending on Friday 18th April 2025. Please note that there is no automatic transfer of names from the Old Roll to the New Roll so even if your name was on the Old Roll you will need to fill in an application form to join the New 2025-2031 Roll.

Application forms to apply to join the new Roll are available in Stainton Church or can be downloaded and printed off from the Stainton 2025 Annual Meetings page of the Plurality website by clicking here. Completed application forms should be given to Bob Ardley, Stainton Electoral Roll (ER) Officer ASAP and by Friday 18th April 2025 at the absolute latest.
The Stainton with Hemlington 2025 Annual Meetings – the Meeting of Parishioners (to elect Churchwardens), and the Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) will be held in Stainton Church at 

12.00 noon on Sunday 11th May 2025 immediately after the 11.00am service that day.
Application forms to join the New Hilton Electoral Roll or the New Brookfield Electoral Roll are available from the respective ER Officers in those two Parishes. Note that the dates for submitting completed applications forms will be different to those stated above.
The Hilton 2025 Annual Meetings – the Meeting of Parishioners (to elect Churchwardens), and the Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) will be held in Hilton Church at 2.00pm on Monday 12th May 2025.The closing date for receipt of applications to join the new Hilton Electoral Roll is Monday 31st March 2025 
The Brookfield 2025 Annual Meetings – the Meeting of Parishioners (to elect Churchwardens), and the Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) will be held in Brookfield Church Hall at 11.00am on Sunday 25th May 2025 immediately after the 9.30am service that day.

_____________________________________

Lent - Preparing for Easter

On six Thursdays during Lent our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will be holding a Lent Study Course, using the “Faith Pictures” material from the Church Army. The dates of the sessions are:
Thursdays: 6th March, 13th March, 20th March, 27th March, 3rd April, and 10th April. On each of these Thursdays there will be two sessions:
· An afternoon session from 12.30pm to 1.30pm in Brookfield Church Hall; and

· An evening session from 7.00pm to 8.00pm in Stainton Church Parish Room.

  _____________________________________

Services and Events in our Churches over the next two weeks
On Sunday 6th April 2025 – the 5th Sunday of Lent (Lent 5, also known as Passion Sunday) – there will be services as follows:
At 9.30am at Hilton Church a service of Morning Praise led by Julia Ardley, Authorised Lay Minister.
At 9.30am at Brookfield Church a service of Holy Communion at which our Pioneer Minister, Revd Vanessa Kirby, will preside. 
At 11.00am at Stainton Church a “Café Church” service of informal worship with discussion, quizzes and simple refreshments. This service will be led by a team of Lay people from the Church [Editor’s note: There will NOT be Holy Communion at this service]. 
The lessons set in the Lectionary for Lent 5 are:
· Isaiah 43:16-21
· Psalm 126
· Philippians 3:4b-14
· John 12:1-8
The Diocesan Reflection for Lent 5 is given by the Venerable Dr Amanda Bloor, Archdeacon of Cleveland. Archdeacon Amanda reflects on the Gospel reading (John 12:1-8) set for Lent 5; you can find the Reflection at this link.
On Tuesday 8th April 2025 at 9.30am at Stainton Church there will be a half-hour Plurality Prayer Gathering.
On Wednesday 9th April 2025 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church; there will be a service of Holy Communion at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preside.

On Thursday 10th April 2025 at 12.30pm – 1.30pm in Brookfield Church Hall there will be the sixth and last afternoon session of our “Faith Pictures” Lent Course.

On Thursday 10th April 2025 at 7.00pm – 8.00pm in Stainton Church Parish Room there will be the sixth and last evening session of our “Faith Pictures” Lent Course.

_____________________________________
On Sunday 13th April 2025 – the 6th Sunday of Lent – Palm Sunday – there will be services as follows:
At 9.30am at Brookfield Church a service of Holy Communion; 
At 11.00am at Stainton Church a service of Holy Communion; and

At 4.00pm at Hilton Church a service of Evensong
The lessons set in the Lectionary for Palm Sunday are:
· The Liturgy of the Palms
· Luke 19:28-40
· Psalm 118:1-2,19-29
or
· The Liturgy of the Passion

· Isaiah 50:4-9a
· Psalm 31: 9-16
· Philippians 2:5-11
· Luke 22:14-23:56 or Luke 23:1-49
The Diocesan Reflection for the Palm Sunday will be available on the Diocesan website at this link from about the Thursday of the previous week.
Monday 14th April – the start of Holy Week
On Holy Monday 14th April 2025 at 8.00pm Compline online via the St Peter and St Paul’s Stainton Facebook Page
On Holy Tuesday 15th April 2025 at 9.30am at Stainton Church there will be a half-hour Plurality Prayer Gathering.
On Holy Tuesday 15th April 2025 at 8.00pm Compline online via the St Peter’s Hilton Facebook Page
On Holy Wednesday 16th April 2025 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church there will be a service of Holy Communion 

On Holy Wednesday 16th April 2025 at 8.00pm Compline online via the St Margaret’s Brookfield Facebook Page
On Maundy Thursday 17th April 2025 at 7.00pm in Brookfield Church Hall there will be a “Bring and Share” Shared Meal for Maundy Thursday
On Good Friday 18th April 2025 at 9.30am – 11.00am there will be Easter Crafts and Play in Brookfield Church Hall
On Good Friday 18th April 2025 at 12.00 noon there will be an Hour at the Cross in Hilton Church
On Good Friday 18th April 2025 at 1.00pm there will be an Hour at the Cross in Stainton Church
On Good Friday 18th April 2025 at 2.00pm there will be an Hour at the Cross in Brookfield Church
On Holy Saturday 19th April 2025 at 10.00am – 11.30am there will be Easter Crafts in Stainton Church
On Holy Saturday 19th April 2025 at 8.00pm there will be an Easter Vigil in Stainton Church led by our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild
 _____________________________________
On Easter Sunday 20th April 2025 there will be services of Holy Communion for Easter Day as follows:
At 9.30am at Hilton Church at which our Pioneer Minister, Revd Vanessa Kirby, will preside;
At 9.30am at Brookfield Church at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preside; and

At 11.00am at Stainton Church at which our Vicar, Revd Laura, will also preside

 _____________________________________
Please continue to pray 

… for Myanmar and neighbouring Thailand
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Flag of Thailand

State Flag of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar

(Flag picture credits: both from Wikipedia – Thailand and Myanmar)

Pray for all those affected by the recent massive earthquake that occurred in Myanmar on Friday 28th March 2025: for the Military Junta in Myanmar; the success of the DEC Myanmar Earthquake Appeal, and all the humanitarian aid agencies seeking to support those in great need.
… for Israel, Palestine and Lebanon
 

Please pray for a resumption of the ceasefire between Israel and Hamas; and a rapid progress of the negotiations between Israel and Hamas and the other intermediaries that will lead to a lasting peace and co-existence for the Israeli and Palestinian peoples.
…. and for Ukraine and Russia


For an early end to the war between Russia and Ukraine, giving thanks that talks are taking place and that there will be a satisfactory outcome to those talks which is acceptable to both sides.
_____________________________________
Please join us in praying for our Churches to Grow
Can we invite you to use our Revitalise "prayer for growth" in your personal quiet times with God?
Revitalise us Lord,
Enthuse in our congregations the desire for mission. Give
Vision to our planning and
Inspire our thoughts as we seek Your will.
Teach us to be more like You, Christ
Abiding in You and
Loving one another.
In growing healthy churches,
Sharing our faith, living Christ’s story
Every day, help us to be faithful disciples and bear much fruit. Amen.  

 _____________________________________
Pastoral Support - Here are the contact details for our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild:

Address:
The Vicarage, 89 Low Lane, Brookfield, Middlesbrough TS5 9EF

Phone:
01642-598621 

E-mail:
rev.laura.wild@gmail.com 

Laura's normal "day off" is Friday - if you need to contact her on that day please leave a message on the answerphone.
______________________________________

Bob Ardley

Ashdale House, 
26 Meldyke Lane, 
Stainton, 
Middlesbrough TS8 9AU
T: 01642-284525; 

E: bob.ardley@ntlworld.com 
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