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CHARITIES & CHARITY LAW

Minister for Civil Society appointed

For information

The new Minister for Civil Society and Youth, appointed nearly a month after the reshuffle process

began, is Nigel Huddleston MP, a Parliamentary Under Secretary at DCMS. In addition to his civil
society brief, he is also Minister for Sport and Tourism. DCMS confirmed that the civil society brief

continues to include social enterprise and loneliness policy.

[Source: DCMS, 11 October]
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https://www.gov.uk/government/news/governments-covid-19-charity-support-fund-delivers-hope-to-65-million-people-across-country
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EMPLOYMENT

Job Retention Scheme: final claims

For information and possibly for action

The Job Retention Scheme closed at the end of September 2021. Claims for September must be made
by today, Thursday 14 October. For how to claim, see HMRC’s guidance.

[Source: Charity Tax Group, 4 October]

Making flexible working the default

For information and possibly for action

BEIS has published a consultation - closing 1 December - on proposals to reform flexible working
regulations. The proposals would affect both employers who receive flexible working requests and
individuals who are looking to change their contracted working arrangements. The territorial extent
of these proposals extends to England, Wales, and Scotland. Employment law is devolved to Northern
Ireland.

[Source: BEIS, 23 September]

Tied accommodation

For information

Lexology has published a helpful short guide, "'Tied" Accommodation - what employers need to

know’.

[Source: Lexology, 21 September]
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/claim-for-wages-through-the-coronavirus-job-retention-scheme
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/making-flexible-working-the-default
https://www.lexology.com/library/detail.aspx?g=3218dc6a-3ef7-4178-ac11-ff6ecaae4418&utm_source=Lexology+Daily+Newsfeed&utm_medium=HTML+email+-+Body+-+General+section&utm_campaign=Lexology+subscriber+daily+feed&utm_content=Lexology+Daily+Newsfeed+2021-10-05&utm_term=
https://www.lexology.com/library/detail.aspx?g=3218dc6a-3ef7-4178-ac11-ff6ecaae4418&utm_source=Lexology+Daily+Newsfeed&utm_medium=HTML+email+-+Body+-+General+section&utm_campaign=Lexology+subscriber+daily+feed&utm_content=Lexology+Daily+Newsfeed+2021-10-05&utm_term=
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PROPERTY & PLANNING

Understanding the possession action process: guidance for landlords and tenants

For information

The Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities (formerly the Ministry of Housing,
Communities & Local GovernmenT) has updated its guidance for landlords and tenants on
understanding the possession action process. The guidance has been updated to reflect changes to
required notice periods in England and Wales, the end of the furlough scheme and changes to
international travel rules.

[Source: MHCLG, 1 October]

© Churches’ Legislation Advisory Service 2021


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/understanding-the-possession-action-process-guidance-for-landlords-and-tenants?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=75779233-a1cd-481f-b0f5-2d59f8090762&utm_content=daily#history

Churches’ Legislation Advisory Service Circular 2021/21

SCOTLAND

Becoming a fair work nation

For information and possibly for action

The Scottish Government has published a consultation - closing 23 December - on on Scotland
becoming a Fair Work Nation. The Scottish Government’s vision is that by 2025, people in Scotland
will have a working life where "Fair Work" drives success, wellbeing and prosperity for individuals,
businesses, organisations and society.

[Source: Scottish Government, 1 October]

Consultation on reforming the non-domestic rates system

For information and possibly for action

The Scottish Government has published a consultation - closing 15 December - on reforming the non-
domestic rates system. The report of the independent Barclay Review of Non-Domestic Rates was
published in August 2017 and made a number of recommendations to reform the non-domestic rates
system including the appeals process.

The Non-Domestic Rates (Scotland) Act 2020 creates the requirement for assessors to publish a draft
valuation roll and issue draft valuation notices before revaluation, the power for Ministers to set out
what (draft) valuation notices must contain, and a two-stage appeals system which is scheduled to
replace the current system on 1 January 2023.

The consultation seeks views on draft regulations relating to all of these processes, including timings
for the publication of the draft roll, the content of (draft) valuation notices, and procedures in
proposals.

[Source: Scottish Government, 22 September]
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https://consult.gov.scot/fair-work-employability-and-skills/fair-work-nation/
https://www.gov.scot/isbn/9781802013764
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Grants for tenants in rent arrears

For information

The Scottish Government has announced that councils have been given £10 million to provide grants
to tenants who have fallen behind on their rent as a result of the pandemic and are at risk of eviction.
They will be available to tenants in both the private and social rented sectors.

[Source: Scottish Government, 27 September]

Heat in Buildings Strategy

For information

The Scottish Government has published its Heat in Buildings Strategy, which aims to cut greenhouse
gas emissions from homes and buildings by more than two-thirds by 2030. The Scottish Parliament
also debated the strategy.

[Source: Scottish Government, 7 October]
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https://www.gov.scot/news/grants-for-tenants-in-rent-arrears/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/heat-buildings-strategy-achieving-net-zero-emissions-scotlands-buildings/
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/what-was-said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-07-10-2021?meeting=13350&iob=121157
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WALES

Planning and historic environment law to be simplified

For information

The Welsh Government has announced that planning law will be "simplified and modernised" through

a consolidation Bill that will include planning and historic environment law.

[Source: Welsh Government, 21 September]
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https://gov.wales/welsh-government-programme-to-make-law-more-accessible

